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PRIORITY JERUSALEM 38; PRIORITY LONDON WQWQN PRIORITY PARIS 53. - 
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CIA DEPARTMENT PASS USUN PRIORITY 21. Fi 
OSD ; i 2 
a GOHAR HAS TELEPHONED TO SAY TWAT HE RECEIVED MESSAGE FROM BURNS 3 
ATR LSKHNL HQMOYGREE# POSTPONEMENT WITHDRAWAL FROM AL AUJA TO NN 
6 PM LOCAL TIME OCTOBER 2. — GOHAR AGREED. 
GOHAR STRESSED TO EMBASSY WITH MUCH AGITATION: THAT THIS WAS 
FOURTH POSTPONEMENT OF WITHDRAWAL DATE BECAUSE "BURNS STILL 
HAD SOME MATTERS DISCUSS WITH ISRAELIS". HE RECALLED EGYPT 
HAD FROM BEGINNING AGREED UNCONDITIONALLY WITHDRAW TROOPS 
(WHICH HE SAID WERE REINFORCEMENTS OF CHECK POSTS FOLLOWING 
ISRAELI ENTRY INTO D/Z). HE FEARED POSTPONEMENTS WERE LEADING 
TO CONSOLIDATION OF ISRAELI FORCES IN AND AROUND D/Z AND : 
NOTED THAT SIMILAR ISRAELI DELAY IN IMPLEMENTING BURNS ReQquesp 
HAD BEEN FOLLOWED BY ISRAELI ACTION AT KHAN YOUNES. <5 
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, aed: September 30, 19554 e 8 
FROM: Tel Aviv 10:28 a.m. / 8g 
Info : _ &£ 8 
RMR 10: Secretary of State + y” ; oO 5 
f @ 
SS NO: 311, September 30, 7 p.m. hse Se 
SP : 7 e u 
oS SENT DEPARTMENT 311, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 117, LONDON 105 q@ “4 
KUR PARIS 66, JERUSALEM 34, AMMAN, BAGHDAD, BEIRUT, JIDDA UNNUMBERED, ® 
L » > a 
10 DEPTEL 218. ss = see 
P Foreign Ministry informally advised Embassy that it had reached _; e 
UOP satisfactory "understanding" with Burns September 29 and evacuatgpr 
" of Nitzana demilitarized zone would be undertaken Sunday. ,; Oe 
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Rec'd:. October 4, 1955 -- © | 
FROM: Tel Aviv 4:12 a.m. | Sess: 
Info y oP aa, 
TO: Secretary of State . 2, 
; F 5 3 | 
i. NO: au, October 3, 7 pm. P ia if 
SP Oo -. 
C SENT JERUSALEM 35; REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 314, LONDON: “ & 
ss 105, PARIS 67, CAIRO’ 120, USUN 5. w Ra 
ow 
om ‘Reference Department on 82 and Jerusalem's 98 to Department . se 
. mB 
UOP Please inform Burns that in view apparent Israeli-Egyptian com- > 
OLI pltance October 2 with his call for evacuation D/Z, Embassy con- “dg 
templates no approach ‘to Israeli Government pending further vom =a 
OCB. from him. r Og: 
USIA - | | Pe, 
CIA British and French Embassies here are in agreement, and will not W 
OSD now. approach GOI. Ol 
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RMR 10: Secretary of State 
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C SENT DEPARTMENT 102, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 68, TEL AVIV 86, 
EUR a alee 50, PARIS 50° . 


ft. Re. my telegram 101 


P Withdrawal of Egyptian and Israel forces- from El Auja DZ 
UOP ‘finally completed by dusk October 2. Israelis had requested 
OLI postponement allegedly view .October 1 being Sabbath and first 
_ day of: seven day feast of tabernacles. UNTSO-source states ~ 
OCB all barbed wire and mine fields previously laid by Israelis \ 
USIA in DZ have been removed with exception of mine field and wire 
CIA around Kibbutz Ziot which served as headquarters for. Israel 
OSD military while in DZ. E-I MAC chairman has requested that ~ 
ARMY these defenses also be removed and Israel delegate says he has 
NAVY asked for instructions from higher authority. At Israel request 
AIR Burns agreed, in absence ruling of MAC on definition of term 
"armed forces" as used in GAA, to permit stationing of approxi- 
mately 30, Israel police in DZ for stated purpose of protecting 
"settlers" of Kibbutz from Negev Bedouins. Egyptians have not 
eo known to UNTSO their views on matter of Israel police 
in 
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Understand periphery of 2 of 5 Baypbten check point positions 
remain up to 13 yards acrqss international frontier into DZ. 
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4 Burns now in Beirut, proceeding Cairo probably October 5. is 
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; Rec'd: October Fe & it aan 
FROM: Paris 4:03 p.m. — 
Info ; E 
RMR TO: Secretary of State 3 
js Leth, ; on * 
SS NO: 1507, October 3, 6 p.m. ~| = 
G a & 
SP : , 
ee SENT DEPARTMENT 1507; REPEATED ‘INFORMATION LONDON 210, CAIRO 17. @ Me 
a 
Io Margerie expresses belief that recent developments in Egyptian > e 
efforts to secure arms from any quarter, including Nasser's ~ gi 
speech yesterday, indicate Egyptian dictatorship tending rapidly = 28) 
toward military showdown with Israel and that latter may well | Ow 
take preventive action before arms reach Egypt. In view of. i ad 
recent lack of coordination in policy of three western powers on Ww | 
furnishing arms to Egypt and other Near Eastern countries and ol 
seriousness of. situation created by active entry of Soviet influ- q ' 
ence in Near East, he has made personal suggestion to British and 
ourselves that tripartite meeting at senior’ civil servant level 
would be desirable in time to permit coordinated recommendations 
to Ministers before or during. Geneva meeting. 
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UOP ‘ 0 o 
OLIT’ UNTSO source states Egyptians have not removed ali portions of KR 2 
One, and possibly of other, check point position which, according > ¢£ 
OCB. to Israel survey of international frontier, projected ip to 13 0° \ § 
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a : “4 Rec'd: October 5, $955 <9 
NEA FROM: Tei Aviv | 6:19 a.m. = ‘2 See 
info | rm Eee? 
RMR 10: +~=Secretary of State 9 td os - * 
SS WO; «323, October 5, 9 a.m. " 3 
G > re oe y Ff E 
SP 5. 
pas SENT DEPARTMENT 324 REPRATED INFORMATION CAIRO 125, BEIRUT 8&7. 5 
L ye it) 
ane IDF Foreign Liaison ike this morning confirmed press report ae 
USUN that tractor guard at Gjlat’settlement was killed and two i 
fen workers who came, to hi SEsistance wounded by automatic fire Ps) 
Olt hast night. Settiement Ys. nine kilometers.east of Pattish: o 
LI 20 kilometers friom Gaza Sogip a about 15 kilometers north- _ | : 
” west of Beersheta.’ C5 _* ® 
OCB 7 a | = 
a% Embassy comment: GOI will s tbs incident carefully : 2 
ae particularly in view: “of deep p étration from border to N 
JSD ascertain whether it’ presages nes: exias of retaliatory. . 
=a measures following Khan Yunis Sima ar’. to series of raids 
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NEA Rec'd: October 5, 19955 Keo 
FROM: Tel Aviv : 6:19 a.m. oes 


Info Es) Ae 
RMR TO: Secretary of State | : [ fur 


SS NO; 323, October 5, 9 a.m. 


G 
SP . oe 
CuR SENT DEPARTMENT 323 REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 125, BEIRUT 87. 


10 IDF Foreign Liaison. Office this morning confirmed press; report 
USUN ‘that tractor guard at Gilat settlement was killed and two 

P a workers who came to his assistance wounded by automatic fire 
UO last night. Settlement is nine kilometers east of Pattish 
OLT 20 kilometers from Gaza Strip and about 15-kilometers north- 
west of Beersheba. 


ead 


OL petingey eg 4SNN 4uemmo0gd sTUL 


OCB ‘ 
0. 
USTA Embassy comment: GOI will study this incident carefully ~“ 
CIA particularly in view of deep penetration from border to & 
OSD ascertain whether it presages new series of retaliatory ® 
ARME measures following Khan Yunis-similar to series of raids (04) 
oT on settlements which followed Gsza incident February 28. ; fh 
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NEA Rec'd: OCTOBER 6, 1 Ct — 
FROM: JERUSALEM 7:25 AM a 
Inf = PY % j ‘ . «ss rs) 
_ 10:' Secretary of State gee 
SS % 2 ¢ wu 
G NO:: 105, OCTOBER 5, 5 PM Boy 
CG. , | 0) es 
a SENT DEPARTMENT 105; REPEATED: INFORMATION CAIRO 70, TEL Aviv 88 c a 
P a e 6 
UOP: UNTSO SOURCE CONFIRMS ISRAEL PRESS REPORTS KILLING OF. 1 108) ce 
OLI GUARD AND WOUNDING 2 OTHERS AT ISRAEL SETTLEMENT OF GILAT, © 
oe 15 KILOMETERS NORTHWEST BEERSHEBA NIGHT OCTOBER 4. ISRAELIS =i & 
USTA ALLEGE MURDERERS CAME FROM GAZA. STRIP. ~ SOURCE STATES TRACKS wi t 
OTA COMING TO SCENE INC!DENT HAVE BEEN TRACED NEARLYTO GAZA O32 
OSD D/L. THOSE INVOLVED EVIDENTLY CONTINUED TOWARD JORDAN [ 
ARMY AFTERWARD. , ' O° 
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Info. 4 ; Fo my O 4 =) 
RMR 70: Secretary of State - ; i a BE So 
’ ba | 
- ' .NO: 318, Octobér 5, 5 p.m. ie ; OF S 
a ! e i 
teil ; m m . q 
EUR DEPAR TMENT PASS USUN . ih 2 cf 
- Reference: DEPTEL 463 to Geire. oe. X ti 
- When informed U.S. position ss set forth reference télgram* ® ar 
;y Foreign Office made no comment. , 0 & 
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Action Control: 286% 
N Rec'd: October 6, 1955 
FROM: jerusa lem Lee? peti 
Info ‘ woo 
RMR ,|10: Secretary of State ; 5 E Ba 
- NO: 106, October 6, 1 p.m. , 4 ce m 8 
SP j | | : 
G SENT DEPARTMENT 106, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 40, CAIRO 71, O = 
10 LONDON 51, PARIS 51, TEL AVIV 89 ee — = 
USUN : ) | , =e 
a Burns gave me following details October 5 current UNTSO matters. © ts 
OLE - Qn basis cral report just received from Chairman EI-MAC he . ee 
| described situation El Auja D/Z substantially as reported CONTEL mth 
OCE 102 and 103. Second Egyptian check post now moved back from * > 8 
USIA frontier, with exception possibly of some barbed wire. With & Oo ® 
CIA” yegard 30 police personnel whom Israelis have established in \ ; 2 
OSD »p/Z Burns sazd Israelis argued that their need for police to fey) 
ARYY prevent infiltration into area was equal to: Egyptians need 
NAVY maintain ths check posts’ near frontier for same stated reason. oO 
AiR ~ Burns has agreed presence. these police on conidition they are Ol 
not equipped with arms heavier than rifles and submachine guns. 
However, unit reportedly has one or more Bren guns as well. 
Burns hopes soon start survey of International frontier by UN 
} personnel. Some delay is bcund to arise over this matter sinc 
I there are only two qualified surveyors with UNTISO and both ar 
I’ now ill. There were no especial developments respecting Isracgi 
insistence on observance 19'9 agreement’ concerning MAC office > 
‘ arrangements. As ‘Egyptian guard personnel have not endeavored®. ' 
return matter evidently in abeyance. / g 
Burns said Israel? had evacuated their military people from 
the D/Z without any especial resistance to his call for such ** 
action. He thought IDF might have sent military units into -% 
D/Z without prior consultation Foreign Ministry September whick= 
evidentiy not interested in maintaining situation thus created 
in absence Egyptian intransigence over position its check posts 
etc. Israelis allowing observers move freely within the D/Z. 
Burns unaware extent Egyptian compliance with artiele VIII para-_. 
_ @raph 3 GAA since Beypt tans have restricted movemety gpservers | 
within area oppositd D/Z or | - l 
‘Rega--ling Gaza strip problems Burns,;has made several quests = 
fcr imterview with Nasser. In absence nepleetto ion remains ; 
substantially as reported CONTEL 89. . He has /theréPore cancelled ji 
| tentative plan proceed Cairo October 6. He ‘understands Egyptians / 
. | have moved . , 
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PERMANENT 32341 CONFIDENTIAL COPY, IF CLASSIFIED, IS 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
-2~ 106, Octeher 6, 1 p.m., from Jerusalem 


.. have moved their posts some 500 ‘neters back from D/L. They 

' have provided no clarification their professed willingness 

, erect: fences along certain parts of D/L, since they have not 

| indicated where they would agree build such fences. Israelis 
on other hand have-expressed approval of concept of continuous 
fence vicinity D/L, but maintain their earlier position that 
erection fence should render creation 500° meter neutral zone 
each side superfluous. 


Burns assumes Nasser too preoccupied with other more urgent 
matters to grant interview. He said Gohar is likewise involved 
in wide variety of duties assigned him. As result Gohar is 
paying insuffictlent attention border matters. Burns sald he , 
will continue for limited time his endeavors clarify attitudes 
each party toward Security Covicil resolution of September 8. 
If, as he now expects, he can make no progress he - will report: 
status of matter to Security Council. : 
He added that while Gaza area has been relatively quiet his 
forecast developments there remains substantially as outlined 
last paragraph CONTEL 89. In this connection he referred . 
incident at Gilat October 4 (CONTEL- 105). He agreed. that 
presen’ moment does not appear. propitious for further attempts 
powers support his efforts implement September 8 resolution. 
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NEA — Rec'd: OCTOBER 7, 195 ‘ 
H CA | RO _ +f } 
Info FROM ' 6332 P.M. | / pss 
RMR 10; Secretary of State ’ | tM a 
. % [= 
3S NO: 675, OCTOBER 7, 7 P.M. 8 
{Le 8 
G YY og 
SP = 3 e 
a SENT DEPARTMENT 675, REPEATED. INFORMATION MOSCOW Tr PRAGUE. 36 NE 
IO USUN .28, 7 
MSA np? 
MC | AL MUSAWWAR (CAIRO WEEKLY) TODAY QUOTED WeEMMINENT RUSS I AN 'S # 
E SOURCE AS FOLLOWS: << E 
HOP : a. 
ND "RUSSIA OQIFFERENTIATES IN ITS MILITARY PHILOSOPHY BETWEEN O . 
OLI. AGGRESSIVE WAR LAUNCHED BY 4MPERIALIST OR AGGRESSIVE COUNTRY R © 
AND .LIBERATION OR DEFENSIVE WAR LAUNCHED BY PEOPLE FOR ITS oO 
OCB FREEDOM OR BY COUNTRY DEFENDING ITSELF. RUSSIA WHILE STANDING Gy 


Ora FOR PEACE CANNOT HOWEVER.BUT SUPPORT LIBERATION OR DEFENSIVE 
WAR. INDEED SHE HOLDS THAT PEACE CAN NEVER BE ESTABLISHED 
IF A PEOPLE 1S DENIED ITS RIGHT TO DEFEND ITSELF AGAINST 
DCL COLONIALISM OR IF EGYPT WERE DENIED HER RIGHT TO REPEL ZIONIST 
AGGRESSION. a : 
! , oO 


"THE PROVISION OF ARMS TO EGYPTIAN,ARMY 1S BALANCING ‘FORCE " 
OF MIDDLE EAST SECURITY RATHER THAN BEING AN UPSETTING 

(ELEMENT) TO THIS BALANCE. WEAKNESS OF A COUNTRY OR ITS ae 
UNPREPAREDNESS ENCOURAGE AGGRESSION AGAINST IT. GENEVA 
CONFERENCE FOR INSTANCE SUCCEEDED ONLY AFTER BALANCE ARMAMENT E™ 
HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED AND WESTERN POWERS HAD REALIZED THREAT cS 


ATOMIC BOMB WAS NO (RPT NO) LONGER FEARED". a 
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A ) t essa 
NEA — Rec'd: OCTOBER 8, 1955 BSSE 
FROM: TEL AVIV 6:16 AM ‘e383 oc 
info ; =“ « 
RVR 0: Secretary of State i B 
i S 
etal a 0) 3 
3S NO: 337,-OCTOBER 7. U ; 
SP : ae 
ea SENT DEPARTMENT 337, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN. 37, BEIRUT 95, @® 
P BAGHDAD 11, JIDDA 5, DAMASCUS 58, JERUSALEM 37. 2 
USE — BE 
CLT GO THIS YORNING RELEASED FOLLOWING STATEMENT TO PRESS: Si 
a 
7 a © 
naga “EGYPTIAN ACTS OF WAR IN. COURSE OF PAST. WEEKS REPRESENT an 
cE FURTHER STAGE IN HER HOSTILE POLICY. AIMED *AT DESTROYING ISRAEL WN. 
FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN SAID IN JERUSALEM THIS MORNING. THEIR = 


ACTS AMOUNT TO INITATION.OF WHAT -IS IN FACT GUERILLA WARFARE. 
EGYPT MUST REALIZE THAT IF SHE DOES NOT RPT NOT PUT: IMMEDIATE 
AND-FOTAL END TO THESE ACTIONS .SHE WILL THEREBY FINALLY DISRUPT 
CEASE FIRE OF 4 SEPTEMBER AND WILL OBLIGATE ISRAEL TO TAKE ALL 
NECESSARY STEPS FOR PROTECTION®OF HER CITIZENS. 


"SPOKEMAN DISCLOSED THAT GOI IS IN POSSESSION OF INFORMATION 
THAT EGYPT HAD DECIDED, EVEN AFTER CEASE-FIRE OF 4 SEPTEMBER, . 
TO CONTINUE OPERATIONS FROM GAZA STRIP OF SABOTAGE AND MURDER 
GANGS, KNOWN AS THE FEDAYEEN, AND TO ORGANIZE GUERILLA ATTACKS 
ALSO FROM TERRITORIES OF OTHER ARAB STATES. EGYPT HAS RECE | VED 
ASSISTANCE IN THIS CONNECTION FROM OTHER ARAB STATES NEIGHBOR! NG 
ISRAEL, AND IN PARTICULAR FROM SYRIA. 


"FOR SOME TIME PAST G01 HAS HAD KNOWLEDGE OF FACT THAT UNITS HAG 
BEEN ORGANIZED ON SYRIAN, JORDANIAN AND LEBANESE TERRYTORY FOR 
PURPOSE OF ATTACKING OBJECTIVES IN ISRAEL. THESE GANGS HAVE 
BEEN MAINTAINED BY SYRIA AND EGYPT WITH.SOME FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
FROM SUADIA ARABIA. IN COURSE: LAST FEW DAYS IT HAS TRANSPIRED 
THAT ATTACKING 7 «SEPTEMBER IN NEIGHBORHOOD OF TIRAT-ZVI, 

ON’ JORDANIAN BORDER, WHEN WATER INSTALLAT I|ONS WERE DESTROYED, 
DYNAMITING ON 13 SEPTEMBER OF HOUSES IN VILLAGE OF ALMA, NEAR al 
FRONTIER, AND ATTACK OF 22 SEPTEMBER ON BUS: NEAR MERON, | = 


SS6) 1€ 19 


IN EASTERN GALILEE, WHEN TWO ISRAELIS WERE KILLED AND N.INE ~Q 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
~2- 337, OCTOBER 7, FROM TEL AVIV. 


WOUNDED WERE ALL CARRIED OUT UNDER EGYPTIAN DIRECTION. OF | 
PERPETRATORS, SOME RECEIVED THEIR TRAINING DIRECTLY FROM EGYPTIAN 
INSTRUCTORS WITHIN EGYPTIAN TERRITORY. THENCE THEY WERE SENT 

TO LEBANON, SYRIA AND JORDAN WHICH’ SERVED AS HOST COUNTIRES TO 
THE GANGS. 


"IT MUST BE STRESSED THAT ALL THESE OUTRAGES WERE (#)> EGYPT 
SOLEMNLY UNDERTOOK ON 4 SEPTEMBER TO CEASE ALL HOSTILE 

ACTS AGAINST ISRAEL, INCLUDING ACTS OF SABOTAGE, MINE LAYING, ¢ 
ETC. SINCE THEN INCURSIONS FROM GAZA STRIP HAVE: CONTINUED. 
THUS ON 15 AND 17 SEPTEMBER TWO PARTIES OF ARMED MEN SENT OUT 
BY EGYPTIAN MILITARY HEADQUARTERS IN GAZA WERE CAUGHT IN’ ISRAE 
TERRETORIES, AND 25 SEPTEMBER FRESHLY PLACED MINE OF, EGYPTIAN 
“ARMY MANUFACTURE WAS FOUND ON* REGULAR PATROL ROUTE NEAR BEER]. 
FINALLY THIS WEEK THEIR OPERATIONS WERE MARKED BY NEW OUTRAGE 
WITH MURDER OF VILLAGE GUARD AND WOUNDING OF TWO OTHERS NEAR 
GILAT. ; 


mr ULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THESE ACTS, SPOKESMAN CONCLUDED, 
LIES -INESCAPABLY AT THE DOOR OF EGYPT AND THOSE ARAB STATES 
WHICH COOPERATE WITH HER IN THESE MURDEROUS ACTIVITIES." 
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6263 Vista Lr. | 
la Mesa, Calif. 
Octe 75° 1955 


Herbert Hoover, dr. 
state lepartment ~.- a" i, 


“dl 


f 


Like, many other pebpie my Tr and I are upset abqyt 


the role of our country in’tke current difficulties. Between 7 


israel enc: “sypt--indeed, we are ashamed. I hasten 0 : 

assure you that we have five very good Juwish friengg of = 
the finest kind, but none of trem is Zionist in his ®ut- °0 
look; generally spesking, we.cannot be galled anti-Semitic. 


_ Yet we cannot ignore the fact that the Zionist Jews were 


not interested in: Falestine until there. was the hint of . 
oil one -other mineral wealth. in that area. After the last 


‘ wer the press in the United: States never gave the Arab 


ceuse a true hearing, so successful was the campaign of 
the Zionist: Jers to play down tre offers of “such countries 
Canada, Brezil, snd others that opened 


their. doors to cisplaced Jews. Palestine was the land of 


_the Arabs’ for more than 1500 years and should be to this 


day; such-was the aggression and grab of the Zionists that 
they convinced the United States in 1946 and 1947 that it 


jwes all.right thet large amounts of American money should |. 


finance this aggression at a time when Palestine was a 


' British protectorate and Britain our: greatest ally apd eh 
true friend. Today the aggressive tendencies od theve _ crf 


people. continue and our natton:+sinks deeper ints th ire Ae. 
‘that such tendencies. perpetually create, Egypt=mus et 


arms where “she can, if we will not.séll them ormsenditroo = 


to police the situation. In the meantime we pley direct 


9 
into the hands of” the Communists. aa :& e3° 


mv 
I beg-.of ‘you, . ‘doa. you cen to rectify the Ame®L car posi tigh 


in regerd to Israel and Egypt. Peace must be gferanfeed to= 
igypt,a guarantee backed up by force if necessary. It Oe ae 
no good erying "Feace,. peace}" when there 4©¢ no peace; "the: 


peace must be fought for on mental levels ‘as long as possible; 


when it is no longer yossible we must be ready to risk 
our skins for what is right, first working . ‘through the vs ob 
to hold the line’ a, as it now stands. 





Sincerely yours, 2 
od 
: day Lee ‘Theobald 
: i (Mrs. John Richmond Theobald). 
" , % : / 
262659. j foe, 
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a UN observer’ assigned E=I MAC has informed officer Consulate pd 

IO “General that Israelis have built landing strip near Kibbutz. .) 2 

-YSUN Ziot in El Auja DZ. He states further that Israel police in 00 

P DZ have machine guns. Observer noted group of Israeli ‘civilians A 

UOP in DZ who claimed that they were Lapidot employees engaged in > 


OLI: prospecting ah oil uneer concession  eeea nee: by Israel pass before 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY : a 
CONFIDENTIAL October 11, 1955 
; ~N 
TO ‘ ¢ The Secretary . Bie 
THROUGH: S/S ens sail s, 


FROM: NEA ~ George Ve Allen 477 D Wee 
. ‘ N fe 
SUBJECT: Call on you by American Jewish leaders, Wednesday, October 12 at 11 





Discussion 4 


The presidents of sixteen major Jewish cnaecdanttions in the UeSe have satel 
ax en ee ee ee, eee They are: i sd 


Ui 
Rabbi Maurice Eiséndreth; Union of Americen Hebrew ‘Congregations (Reform) 
Rabbi. Philip Bernstein, Chairman, American Zionist Committee for Public Affairs. 
(political arm of. the Zionist movement in the U.S.) 

Dre Nahum Goldmann, Co-Chairman, Jewish Agency for Palestine 

Mre Philip Klutgnick, President, B'nai B'rith © if Beate 
| Dre Israel Goldstein, President, American Jewish Congress (/‘ - Wht Bind) 
‘Mr, Adolph Held, os ue sre Jewish Labor Committee 


They ean be expected to ‘ais the pcs tite points: 


1. Nasser's action in signing an arns neroemene with the Soviet, bloc proves 
that he is no longer worthy of UsSe truste. 


2e Egypt's action threatens Israel. The UeSe- should take steps to see that 
the balance of power in the Near East is maintained by supplying Israel with arms. 


36 Egypt's action renders obsolete the conditions. you set forth in your speech 
of August 26 and the UeS. should now act favorably on Israel's request for a security 
guarantee in advance of an Arab-Israel settlement. In any case, Israel should not be 
asked to code territory as price of a settlement... 


ike is attached (Tab A) a press release issued by the Jewish sdetienes on 
October 5, 1955- 


Recommendations 
That you express the following views: | gs 
"le The Egyptian-Czech arms deal carries implications which cause ‘omy 
concern for all Western interests in the Middle East. We can not at this beets 
predict the degree to which our efforts to limit the scope of this transaction 


and prevent Soviet achievement “ similar alle eee the er will be t= 
suocesstule | { ef 
S 


ah | 
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wes 


‘ 
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2. For.some months to come the balance of real military power in the area will 
“remain unaffected by this transaction. If during this 

| to resolve this problem by use of the superior force at her disposal, the ‘effect might 
well be to stimulate the entire Arab world toward entry into the Soviet bloce 


3. Despite the complications which have arisen, we maintain the view that no 
lasting security arrangement for the Near East can be created in any context except 
that of an Arab-Israel settlement. We are continuing our efforts to promote such a 


settlement and count on the "=e" of American Jewish groups in this endeavor. 


Attachments 
Tab i. Press relesse by heads of / 
Jewish organizations, 10/5/55. 
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TO Ss 
USUN Foreign Ministry skulle announced October 10 that Israel .has >i 
P lodged-complaint with Egyptian-Israel*MAC -in which Israel demands~ 


UOP that Egypt honor Article V-I of GAA, which prohibits presence of «— 
OLT defensive positions. in area between international frontier and , Os 3 
. © Egyptian villages El Quseima and, Abu eats ct 


IG: ] ae 


GG. According press, pokesman said that while. Egyptian forces which N' 
Ch had crossed into Israel side of frontier were withdrawn to Egyptian 
OSD territory, Egypt ¢ontinues maintain forces in’excess those auth- Q] 


ARMy . orized’to man three Egyptian check posts which were permitted. to 
Navy remain in Egyptian territory following agreement between Egypt, 
' AIR Israel’ and UN: V SORC ESE Ane WEPEHES of armed forces from Nitzama 


area. 
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Government of Israel Statements Regarding Egypte 


SUBJECT: 
Activities. a a 
: mMirry 
a | ze... 
On October 7 the Foreign Ministry announced to The piess a. 


"stern, warning" that Israel will be obliged to take#all — FS 
necessary steps for the protection of her citizens Egypt does* 
not put an immediate and total end to her guerilla Warfare". The 
text of this "stern warning” was transmitted to the Department ,, 
and other addressees in the referenced Embassy telegram. 


- On the same day Colonel Y. Harkavi, Chief of Israel Army _ 
Intelligence, in a press conference stated that "Egypt's gueril’ 
la war against Israel had shifted to the North and East and is 
“directed from centers lying in Jordan and Lebanese territory."- 


tees 

Colonel Ha: kavi alleged that "the Egyptian intelligence Oo 
service had taken over a Syrian-sponsored group of marauders: A 
stationed at Irpid, Jorden. Similar centers for directing . 
sabotage activities in Israel have been established in Marun > 
er-Ras and Bint Al-Gubeil in the Lebanon. The hebanese authori- oO 
ties rounded up some of the Egyptian agents, announcing official-l 

f ly that. "Israel spies’ jhad been arrested. The most recent center 
ig: in’ the Hebron hills, sponsored and directed by the Egyptian 
Minister in ae Brigadier Ibrahim Salah-e-Din, who was a 
member of the Egyptian mission’ to the Rhodes armistice talks. In 
the Lebanon and Syria, the Egyptian Military Attache directs the 


operations “ta 


The full text of Colonel Harkavi's press conference,as ° 
carried by the State of Israel's News Bulletin, October 1,1955, 
and as reported by The Jerusalem Post and the Hebrew and foreign 
language press, is transmitted as part of Enclosure 1. For the 
sake of convenience of reference, the Foreign Ministry's press 
statenent of October 7 is transmitted also as part of Enclosure l. 
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Stern “emnine to Seypt to Stop Guerilla Varfare 


4 stern warainn that Isracl will be oblifod “to take all webesiany vif 
steps for tho protection of hr citizens" », if Egypt "does not put an immediate 


and total end" to her cucrilla warfare was issued by the as Ministry 
_spoke sman in Jerusalem on 7. October. 


idgy ptian acts of war in the course of the past weeks représent a 
further stare in her hostile policy aimed towards attacking Israel, the 


spokesman said, these acts amount 9 the initiation of what is in fact 
_ puerilla warfare. : 


Erypt must realize that if she docs wet sue an immediate and total 
end to these actions she will thereby finally. disrupt the cease-fire of 4 


/September, ond will bblise Isracl to take ell nucessary steps for the 
none of her oa eere noe 


he bpokesman disclosed that the Government is in possession of ‘ 
information that Erypt had decided, even after the cease-fire of 4 September y 
to continue the operations from the Gaza’ Strip of ‘the sabotare and murder 
gam s, known as the Fedayeen, and to organize guerilla attacks also from 
the territories of other Arab states. Erypt has received assistance in this 
connection fron ‘othor Arab states: neih ebouring Isracl,. and in particular 
" from Syria, 

















Units in 3 States < 


‘ For some time, past tho Government has had pea of the fact that 
units had been organized on Syrian, Jordanian and Lebanese torritory.for the 
purpose of attacking objectives in Israel. These “ancs have been maintained 


by Syria and Eyypt with some financial support from Saudi Arabia. In the 
course of the past fow days it has transpired that the attacks of 7 Scptemb 


ap. 
in the naighbourhood of Tirat Zvi, on the Jordan border, when water installations 
were destroyed, the dynamiting on 13 September of houses in the village of 
Alaa, near the-Lebanese frontier, and the attack of 22 September on. a bus 
hedér Moron, im 


Eastern Galilee, when two Israelis were killed and nine wounded, 
Were all carried out under Heyetian direction. 


. 


q 


Of the Se aa some. pone ited Sheds: trainin ‘sseaainy from 
Ecyptian instructors within 4, eyptian territory. Thence they were sent to, | 
ie » Syria and Jordan, » Which served: as host-countries to the pans. 


nr et 


SiR ssipe pee: i 





fi viv. 
October 11, 1955 STATE OF ISRAEL : 
‘Yol IT, No. 32 WEEKLY NEWS BULLETIN 
- Government Information 
3 : Service 
Qgaso-Fire Ipnored 


It must bo stressed that all thesd outrages were perpetrated after . 
Beypt solemnly undertook on 4 September to cease all hostile. acts arainst 

» includin;; acts of sabotare, minc-laying ctc. Since then, incursions’ 
fon the Gaza Strip have continued, Thus » on 15 and 16 September, two “ 
parhies of armed iacn sont out by the eyptian military headquarters in Gaza 
werg caught in Israel territory, and on 25 September a freshly placed mine 
ef Seyptian army manufacturo was found on the resular patrol route near Be'eri, 
Pinal Ve this woek theso operations were marke. .by a vow outrage with the 
nurdex of a villa e -uvard'and tho a arr of two others neor Gilat, 


Full responsibility for these ite, the spokesman concluded, lies 
inescapabiy at the door of E-ypt and ‘those arab states wiiich cooperate with 
her in this murderous activity. r e 


Iyraed Army Intellivence Chief Rian Beyptian Guerilla Activities 


Zgypt's wuerilla war a-ainst’ Israel had shifted to the North and’ 
East, and is directed from centres lying in Jordan and Lebanese territory, 
Golonel Y,:Harkavi, Chicf of Israel Army Intellironce, told the press on 
7 Octebor, The panes of many of the Epyptian ring-Jeaders are known to the 
Israol Defence “orces, who are keeping a watchful eye on the new Eryptian 
activity, 


The Eryptian intellisenoe sivas had taken over a Syrian-sponsored 
ay of marauders stationou at Irbid, Jordan, Colonel Harkavi said. 
‘ ar centres for directing sabota e activities in Israel have been . 
e8¢ablishod in Marun er-Ras-and Bint’ Al-Gubeil in the Lebanon, The Lebanese 
aud ties rounded up some of the Evyptian avonts, announcing officially: 
thot " -srael spies" had been arrested, The cost recent isi ‘is in the 
He pas, sponsored and directed by tho H-yptian Minister to Auman, 
iruradi r Ibrahim Salah- e-Din, who was a member of the Eryptian mission 
be Rhodes armistice talks, In the Lebanon and syria, the Eryptian 
 HiVitary Attaché directs the operations, | 


Since the Khan Yunis raid, saboteurs leaving thy Gaza Strip are 
ordewed to cross into. Jordan after carrying out their mission. Ofice in the 
Hebron Hills, they are, cared for, and.in due course are transferred back 
‘to Gaza. The Jordan authorities have done nothin:: to stop Salah-e-Din's 
activities, which include tours of the Hebron area in order to cain local 

mukhtars' support for the Eryptian schemes, 





' This guorille warfare » Colonel Harkavi said, was part of the 
ar d@esien to wage a full-fledsed war of annihilation avainst Israel. 
circumstances and military means appear to warrant it. ; 


The Qzechoslovak arms deal might very well shorten the waiting. 

loa for the Egyptians who, on the whole, are not in a hurry, ‘The Arab 

ory of the annihilation of Israel is that it should be attempted when 
} country reaches its lowest obb eooncutoally and as to wegpons, 











“It should, however, be borne clearly si iw’ mina"; 
d, “that the idea of wiping out Israe 


took deat 
~local consumption, 
vornment 
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The gucrilla warfarc by the Fedayeen is part of the Arab plan, which 
a# present is beinr sponsored by the Egyptian Government. In Cairo, tho 
Feaponsibility for the Fodaycen has lonz been aclmowledrcd publicly, The tern 
eyipinally applied to the 50,000 irresular trbops known also as the National 
Guard, raised durin~ Cairo's stru'rle acainst the British, now loosely denotes 
@ any eroup enga:ed in unofficial warfare, but they are all directed by reyvui = 
Bryptian 4rny officers, ‘ | . 
The Fedayeen operations. in the Negev are directed fron Gaza by Major 
Mustafa Hofcz, who'was recently raised to the rank of Lt.-Colonel for his - 
BuccéSsses, pd Se Ban Hl 
o | (rate oF Pa ee id 
,In the Geza Strip, where the 333rd battalion of the National Guards is 
stationed, the Medayeen are. Ecyptians or locally recruited Palestinians, In 
Jordan and the Lebanon, they are locally récruited, but the cadres are all 
Egyptian, Some: of the. local recruits are taken to “pypt for a brief Course | 
“ty sabotare, but mostly they are given instruction on the spot by Bgyptian 
‘officers, | : ‘yf is oeee ae 


The murder at Gilat last week, Colonel Harkavi said, was clearly an 
aet of the Gaza Fedayeen, who had taken refuge in Jordan. The bullet 
Felieved from the body of the viptin is from a Karl Gustav submachine-gun, 
a Be Pete ‘igapon in use only by the “syptian “rny in this part of the 
° _ seccording to: the. evidence of.an “cyptian soldier who deserted: to 
¥sraéi. in- the Nitzana area last month » it was an Beyptian officer, Bahajat. 
Nut e:Din, who had ordered him to enter Ktsiot, the Kibbutz which is closest 
to N: ‘wana, and blow up.an arus store which he thought was there. — 
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rue . JFROSALEM 44, LONDON.140, PARTS 654, USUN 31. oS 
i . @ 
GOR apowesran,charged today Israeli force saccompani by 2 UN > I 
UGE representatives approached Egyptian .outpost .on intewinatioral “Oo 
GLI voundery side! of Al Auja D/Z’ afternoon Octobér 16. ‘Egyptians — & 
ened force to half but it crossed border and Egyptians opened O 2 
UUls fire. ‘ ‘ 3 i 
NSTs “ : _ 
OTA Spekesnan. said Israelis still maintain armed forces in D/Z in “ 
USD guise Kibbutniks and pclicé in violation GAA and Burns' appeal Ol 
ARMY for thidir withdrawal. Ol 
NAV : 


ATR" Sodkesvan October 15 nad made long statement reviewing Al Auja 
situation beginning with Israeli eviction’ Bedouin from DZ Septem- 
ber 1950, installation in September 1953 of |"settlement" which 










found by MAC to’ be para-military, and continquivg through in- 
ue - idents in May, June and’ September this year. ¢ 
Gonar prior his departure UNGA reviewed extensively with Britishey , 
Enbassy Officer Egyptian views re Al Auja. Gohar said that as ‘gS , 
‘lomg ss Israelis. maintained "forces". including "police" ih DZ @  , 
Egyptiens would not cooperate in border survey and "would/ shoct ee 
,enybedy" found in vicinity thternational border. Gohar then.: ; 
referred Burns’ report SY (Jerusalem's 109) about which he pre- a 
suuably- informed by GOE delegation to UNGA, adding he had re- ry, 
ceived letter from Burns saying Egyptian attitude placed on cs 
‘ Egypt g&ve responsibility of provoking Israeli attack.. Gohar @ 
i te “ rmehend Burns' position. Burns' job was to prevent 
_ 35 s‘of GAA. Did he now view "retaliatory". violations as° 
{ either party felt it was justified in doing so? U 
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Info = et. 
RNR 10; Secretary of State LA me | 
SS NO: 360, October 17, 11 ‘p.m. onal 5 , fo 
G Jé7 24k reed 
SP N AOU pee of 3a 
a DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION ONLY ; = FF 9 
‘ > °. 
R USARMA has -given me an account of his conversation last weekend OF 
P with USARMA Amman in which latter was quoted as follows: “Last OW~€ 
UOP: week he (MILLATT) had very frank discussion with Major Friend, “UN 
| G-2 of Arab Legion, who stated that he has confirmed evidence ee a 
that Egypt continues to send Feda' In to various Arab countries 
fron whence ‘they depart periodicall eee terrorist Opes 
activities in Israel, crossing country and infiltrating into A> 


a 


another Arab country. He stated that Jordan has two’such Feda' 
‘In in prison where it is intended to keep them. They were 
captured infiltrating into Jordan after conducting unspecified 
terrorist activities in Israel. — 


nd 


B 


ko 


| | + 
"Major Friend stated that. he would be pleased to have this in- 
formation brought to attention of Ispaeli Government." on 


Embassy believes that request re transmitting 
d by Jordanian fear, 
that 
tation 
1 occur, 


Embassy comment: 
information to GOI was probably motivated b: 
arising from Israel's threat (EMBTEL 337) of retaliatio 
Jordan would be held responsible for and subject to rete 
~ for future Feda' In activities which ‘they anticipate wi 


Department will recall that last -spring, 
White which,.I later’ pa 


t 





ssed on to Sharett that Jordanians 


-Glubb Pasha gave message. 


had Q 


arrested and were holdin 
fmbassy believes that th 
Psrael reaction to this 






prison murderers of Ajur shepherds. “\. 
message had good. effect in moderating ~ 
incident and. in contributing to relatively 








“good relations which prevail between two countries along their 
borders. . © 5 ; 


view of foregoing, I am disposed, unless Department perceives iyi 
ection, to passing on informally to Sharett that portion of = 
or Friend's message relating to detention of two Feda! In and@e 
dicating that Jordan is not participating in and implicitly 
does not approve of these activities. I would not plan, however, 
o use that portion of Friend's statement re evidence that Egypt mj 
@ontinuing these Feda' in activities. Department's guidance 
| Would be appreciated. TN eae ; : 
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Ss NO: 114, October 17, 5 p.m. wo pe ar 3 
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SP . o E 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 114; REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN bt, saeteania 25; 5 - 
EUR CAIRO 77, DAMASCUS 30, TEL AVIV 95 ne et 
IO 
USUN Probably most flagrant example. of deliberate endangering life oye 
P UNTSO perSonnel’ by one of parties since ee of GAA's ee 
UOP : occurred shortly after 2:30 p.m. October 16 when machinegun a 
* OLI fire from Southern Egyptian check post position opposite El oe 2 
Auja was directed at Belgian Captain! De Gellinck and Swedish = _> 5 
OCB . radio ’operator, each in white UN jeeps. Observer and radio- fon: 
USIA operator were prooseains to investigate Egyptian complaint and , am 
CIA had stopped 100 meters in front of Egyptian position when, burst, ¢ 
OSD: of machinegun fire riddled their vehicles. Béth dismounted. —_ 
ARMY but were pinned. down by rifle fire until nightfalf Doren ted Pel 
NAVY their return to El Auja on foot about 8 p.m. oi 
AIR 
UN observer repeating above details to officer Consulate Geyer 1 
stated that MAC chairman, had asked both parties for informat 
as to whereabouts of observers: when they .were unreported. by 
radio an. hour after their departure from MAC office at El Au 
(Usual proceedure calls for observers in this area to make — ra] 
radio call to MAC office every quarter hour.) Egyptians i 
replied that; observers had not been seen and that there had. ws, 
been no’ firing in area. MAC chairman has protested this inci®ent 
in vigorous terms to Egyptian delegate. (o) 
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Jerusalem's 114. Understand UNSYG has expressed concern to Feyptian 
Delegation over firing at clearly marked UNTSO vehicles and pers . el. Bo 
‘on 2 
Suggest in your sux discretion,. taking inftto account inter alia ‘s... an 


effect timing such approach on SC elections, you express similar :concern to 
head Egyptian UNDEL over such irresponsible act. British and French Dels 


' may wish to take similar action. ia oe es 
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Action Control: 
: Rec'd: October 19,=41 

NEA “From: ‘Tel Aviv Getober 19,5hs 
Info j os 
RMR TO: Secretary of State 2 
35 NO: 366, Getober 18, p.t. . ~ Re 
G . > ae 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT 566; REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 147, PARIS 77, 
ise LONDON .119, USUN 12, JERUSALEM i aac 
10 GOL .Foreign Ministry spokesman reacted with official statement 
P to incident of Egyptian fire upon. 2 UN observers in D/Z after- 
UOP noon October 16. Report carried most newspapers, following — 
OL = from JERUSALEM POST October 18: — 

» OCB * iris ite on Shooting Foreign Ministry spokesman in Jerusalem 
USIA said yesterday that incident provides 'further example of per 
CIA’, sistent refusal of Egyptian authorities to abide by general 


armistice oy cithe and understanding under which armed farces 
were recent withdrawn from demilitarized. zone," 


Thus, Egyptians are still maintaining on Egyptian side of 
international frontier ‘forces in excess of those permitted 






‘under general armistice agreement. They also persist in refusal 


to allow BUVORLEESS OP of Israel's complaints on this matter. 


"(With reference to surveying and demarcation of frontier, it 
will be remembered that on October 13 armed Egyptian soldiers 
interferréd with work of Israel and United Nations surveyors. 
Since then Israel surveyors have ‘continued with survey on 
Tsrael side of international frontier’. 


kesman recalled that ‘under arrangement reached prior to 
aioe of armed forces from demilitarized zone, Israel 
_ reserved her right to resume and complete marking of inter- 
national frontier on her own, should arrangements made by 
chairman of ‘Mixed Armistice Commission fail to take effect". 
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CIA’ -FROM OCTOBER 17 PRESS FOLLOWS : 


SHOCKING ‘STATEMENT HAS COMPLETELY UNMASKED HIM AND. HIS 
VILE PURPOSES. PERHAPS HIS STATEMENT WAS: NOVELTY TO SOME 
NATIONS: BUT 1T WAS NO SURPRISE TO ISRAEL. AND NOW, NASSER 

, HAS SHOWN: HIMSELF TO. ENTIRE WORLD’ FOR WHAT HE REALLY 1tS-- 
A MAN OBSESSED WITH BLIND HATE, WITH NAZI, HITLERITE AND 


ANT!-JEWISH VENOM, AND WITH DEMENTED PASSION FOR DESTRUCTION 
AND ANNIHILATION WITHOUT RHYME OR - REASON . 


poh nea, Ras Rec'd: OCTOBER 19, $955 AR 
: VIV : “ . es 3 
ial EL | J 6:54 aM 8, 
RMR TO: Secretary of State oS = 
* © 
Ss NO: 371, OCTOBER 18, 6-PM = e 
G : . = 3 
SP i) o F 
C ; BS ~. FE 
u. 
a SENT DEPARTMEENT 371, REPEATED. INFORMATION CAIRO 150, DAMASCUS ee 
P 68, BEIRUT 107, ‘AMMAN 7. | S a. 
UOP eine | | Se 
ND ISRAEL PRESS REACTED VIOLENTLY TO NASSER'S “STATEMENTS IN N 
OLI INTERVIEW WITH PAUL SANN OF NEW YORK POST: HIS DECLARATION - i 
oon © OF _ WAR AGAINST. "INTERNATIONAL: JEWRY" AND "WEALTH OF JEWS") 2 O | ® 
USIA » DREW INEVITABLE COMPARISONS WITH HITLER. TYPICAL COMMENT % ! 8° 
00) 
ai 
ol 


"AND NOW, SINCE H!S AMBITIONS AND SCHEMES ARE, CLEAR. AND — 
OBV!OUS,. HIS END LIKEWISE IS .CLEAR- AND OBVIOUS. IT WILL BE 
THAT OF ALL JEW-BAITERS AND MISANTHROPISTS/ IN HISTORY. 


STATE OF “ISRAEL AND ALL’ THOSE WHO WISH HER- WELL. WILL DO 
ALL IN THEIR POWER TO FOIL NASSER'S PLANS". 


LAMERCHAYV. (ACHDUT AVOFA) "HIS STATEMENT SETS NEW TONE IN 
ARAB DEMAGOGY. EGYPTIAN RULER HAS PICKED UP DISCARDED 
HITLER® CLOAK AND. WRAPPED IT AROUND HIS SHOULDERS...HAD ISRAEL 
NOT BEEN AWARE OF EXTENT OF DEMAGOGY IN NASSER'S STATEMENT 
AND SPEECHES ; SHE WOULD HAVE HAD TO VIEW IT AS A NEW PHASE, » 
THE: MOST ACCUTE IN RELATIONS. AMONG TWO NATIONS, SIGNIF.ILCANCE 
OF WHICH WOULD HAVE BEEN CALL TO ARMS. BUT STATE OF ‘ISRAEL 
WILL NOT BASE HER PLANS AND: HER _FUTURE IN NASSER'S: DE)? 
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—2~ BT; 0’ TOBER 18, 6PM, FROM TEL AVIV 
ISRAEL WILL BE READY FOR DEFENSE AND SHE WILL AIM:BLOW AT 
~ ENEMY WHEN IT AUTRES 3 


HATZOFEH (MIZRAHI) nus LIKE OTHER DESPOT|ISM WHOSE TEMPORARY 
SUCCESS HAD MADE THEM DIZZY NASSER TOO HAS REACHED STAGE WHICH 
SHOULD. START WORRYING THOSE WHO'REGARD HIM AS AN-EMANCIPATOR. _ - 
A DESPOT DECLARING WAR ON JEWS IS A NAZI AND ANY ARMS ENTRUSTED 
TO HIS. CARE- CONSTITUTE DANGER TO’ PEACE OF WORLD. | AND IF SOVIET 
“BLOC DOES NOT SHOW ANY DISCRIMINATION SO LONG |AT THIS DESPOT 
SERVES AS TOOL. AGAINST WES®, THEN AT LEAST MORE VETERAN 
WORLD DEMOCRACIES WHO STILL REMEMBER NAZISM AND FASCISM IN ALL 

.. THEIR RAGING FURY. SHOULD PAY: CLOSE ATTENTION TO THIS RE- 
PETITION OF HITLER ISM. 
HAARETZ (INDEPENDENT) dd BS ter SS NOT. ISRAEL'S DUTY TO REPEATEDLY 
EXPLAIN TO US GOVERNMENT GRAVITY OF ITS MISTAKE IN TRUSTING 
ARABS. WHO NEVER WERE AND NEVER WILL BE LOYAL’ ALLIES TO WEST. 
BUT EVEN IF ALL ASSUMPTIONS ARE CORRECT, ISRAEL CANNOT 
AFFORD TO CONSIDER .THESE GLOBAL’ INTERESTS, ARMS RACE 

- CONST I TUTES AN INTOLERABLE SITUATION FOR HER. IN PRESENT 
SITUATION SECURITY PACT,WITH US 1S NOT ENOUGH EVEN IF 

' FAINT HOPES THAT US MAY, SIGN SUCH PACT WITH ISRAEL ARE FUL 
FILGED. . IF SECURITY PACT 1S NOT ACCOMPAN | ED: BY LARGE SUPPLIES 
-OF ARMS SIMILAR TO FHOSE GOING TO EGYPT. AND IRAQ JT. WILL: 
MEAN THAT ISRAEL WILL SIT BACK AND WATCH HER ENEMIES ARMING 
THEMSELVES TO TEETH WITH ONE AND ONLY P RPOSE OF ANNIHILAT- 
ING ISRAEL AT FIRST a ats 


% 


"A SECURITY PACT OF THIS KIND UNACCOMPANIED \BY ARMS SUPPLIES 

WILL ENABLE ARABS ‘TO POSTPONE. THEIR ATTACK UNTIL SUCH TIME 

AS THEY ARE STRONG ENOUGH TO OVERCOME ISRAEL’ IN SUCH SHORT 
‘PERIOD OF TIME THAT US WILL NOT EVEN MANAGE |TO_ INTERVENE 

Berne WHOLE COUNTRY. 1s CONQUERED". ae MENTE A 


SEVERAL OTHER PAPERS CARRIED COMPARABLE COMMENT AND" INCIDENT 
WAS: GENERALLY SPOTLIGHTED | Ls COVERAGE AND EDYTORT AL « COMMENT . 
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Liaison Office has informed USARMA that at 1800 
30 hours 29th Egypsian force attacked in attempt 


oO 
5 
L= 


OLa. wan: Ylilage ‘of Nirim near Gaza Strip border. Egyptian force| (eo) 


y mortar and machinegun fire. Both attacks were re-q, 
yptian casusities unkrown. . No (répeat no) Israeli oO 


no. (repeat nce) reports of an Israel action last night 


Y against Egyptian position D/Z near Nitzana subject Jerusalem's © 
AVY .13%2 to Department. Israel does not (repeat not) customarily | 
: 












0} peurnjzey eg ySNW WeMRO0g STUL 





ATR initiate actions om Shabbath. However it would be uncharacteristic 
' Israelis to permit Egypt to occupy any.of their territory for jan 
extended period. in view of fact substantial Egyptian’ forces fare 
known uo be proximity Nitzana ayea, 1t is believed Israelis wll - 
appréscthn' this problem with full recognition that units designdted 
to expel Egyptians may require prompt reinforcement from main’ - 
- body IDF forces in the south. mi: ; : 
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- rogation. Egyptian\ officer command position has produced~€xpla- 
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Burns reported to SYG on October 17 incident described MYTEL 
114 requesting strong protest be made Egyptian UN delegate. 
No (repeat = reply yet received by E-I MAC chairman to his | 
{etter of protest to Egyptian MAC delegate but UNTSO inter-- 


Officer also claimed that UN jeeps were mistaken for white 
Israeli ambulances\ which had previously been used in.DZ for- 
purposes. other than evacuation wounded. UNTSO source. states 
no (repeat no) foundation Egyptian ebereey except that Israelis 
had used white ambulances in DZ but their use this»area has o 
been stopped two weeks ago. ‘ 


61-Ol/VvS°r7L9 


UNTSO source also states belief Egyptians have approximately 

30 men in each of check. post positions opposite El. Auja’ DZ © 

but no’ (repeat no) inspection has been permitted by Egyptians. 
= —_—— ‘ | . 


Re MYTEL 102, Israelis reportedly removed October 18 all mines” 
around Kibbutz ziot in-DZ.. UNTSO has no (repeat no) informa- 
tion as to whether barbed wire has also been removed. 
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FROM: Jerusalem ma 10:0 
; 7 ofp 
: rYPoN eb 
30; Secretary of State Bf to 
? “ ~ ta 
NO; 119, October 20, 11 a.m. "8 
|, Oe 
- SENT -DEPARTMENT 119, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN.8, CAIRO 0, = a 
LONDON 54, PARIS 53, TEL AVIV 99. re) 
’ e pad ; 
British Consul General, Wikeley, ‘is reporting Aneasots made to @ J | 
him by General Burns October 18’ with ‘reference remarks recently wah” 
attributed to Gohar along lines Cairo's telegram 756 to De- ; 2 
partment...Gist "Burns comments “ollows. > fl 
The Egyptians provoked 1 Israel! military: influx hte D/zZ by o & 
establishing Check posts on frontier. The question of the S. 
establishment of the Kibbutz in the D/Z is an old one, referreqy- 
-at instesce of Egypt to the Security Council in October 1953, on 


where it is.still pending. It pertains to the legality of o 
establishing an Israeli civil population in the zone. Until } 
the SC makes a ruling there is no (repeat: no) reason why Israel’ 
should withdraw the Kibbutz personnel. Meanwhile, the need for 
police" protection and mainteriance.of law and order would. justify 

the presence in the zone of Israeli police. | 


Egyptian check posts are- still partly on the wrong side of the 
frontier according-to verification made by UNTSO surveyors. i. 
cone did not (repeat not) (as he-has evidently alleged) tell 2 
rns that anyone approaching frontier would.be-shot. It is - ae 
not (repeat fot): true that israeli personnel accompanied UNTSO¢, 
ovserver and radio operator /when fired upon by Egyptian post, . 
and there were no (répéat: no) Israelis in’ the’ vicinity. Simila Ys 
-it is not (repeat not) true that observer was warned by Egyptign 
officer or, that he and radio man crossed border. In fact they i 
remained 100. yards east of border. Such allegations evidently 
able fabrication made up fk pi alain aet 4 isa for = 
shooting. ' 
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. FROM: Jerusalem 
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SP w 
¢ SENT DEPARTMENT 121 REPEATED INFORMATION CATRO "9 LONDOW 55, bed 
EUR. -PARIS 54, TEL AVIV 101, AMMAN UNNUMBERED. | I oO = 
0 | NG 
USUN General Burns told me at social gathering yesterday that he aN ¢ : 
P: intends proceed Cairo during’ the coming week. He hopes see eS 
UOP American and British Ambassadors, as well-ss Egyptian Chief CO »w 
A of Staff. “Purpose is to work out some new approgch to IS o 
OLI Egyptians with view furthering UN objectives in area. Burrs > § 
~ said. that such a trip was futile in his estimation prior © see 
TOP Gohar's departure... He hopes with. latter out-of ss way it: =. 
OCB may be ad make a fresh start. £ Oc 
CIA i 
OSD Burns.added that he ae made visit Gaza day before, primarily N 
_ see chairman EIMAC. While there Egyptian officer sent message — 
that UN observers should retire from aree where they about ol 
launch attack on Israeli unit which had crossed D/L. ao 
Chairman insisted observers investigate this allegsation.. 
~ "Israeli unit" turned out to be Bedouin woman and child, who 
were in any case on Israeli side of border. Burns seid’ 
Egyptians giving out such wild misinformation, apparently 
with no Caner’ no) attoupt ascertain facts. .— 
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SUBJECT: Palestine: Commnication From the Penrelery Generel to the Permanent 
Representative of ‘Egypt 


Sakic hak i? eae oe 


There is attached, for the information of the Department, a copy 
of a commmication from. the Secretary—General to the Permalent Rattebentative 
of Egypt, concerning the incident on October 16, 1955 at El Auja, which was 
provided to the U.S. Mission by the Secretary~General. 
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The Secretary-General of the United Nations presents his compliments to 
the Permament Representative of Egypt to the United Nations and has — honour 
to refer to the following incident about which the Secretary-General ae been ' 
informed by “Gndevell Ee Le Me Burns, Chief of ‘Staff of the United Nations Truce 
Supervision Organization in Palestine. 


° 


General Burns reported that on 16 October an oral complaint was lodged 


by’ the Egyptian Delegation to the Egyptian-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission 


with the Chairman of the eayunaee alleging that four Istaeli trucks 

loaded with twenty soldiers armed with heavy Weapons were. in the ‘Demilitariged 
Zone at sign 4 Reference 0964-0225. The Egyptian Delegation ‘pressed several 
times for immediate action to be taken. 

— As. soon as radio contact. could be established with Captain de Ghellinck 
(Belgium); , the: observer on dity 2 El duja, he was instructed at 1350 hours — 
GMT to proceed Rect the investigation. ‘et the ] Eeyptian jee « This United 
Nations military observer and Radio Officer Malmo, a member of the ‘Secretarit, 
of Swedish ‘nationality, patrolled the area in question in’ spparate white’ jeeps, 
both flying white flags. General Burns states: that has saw no Israeli 
soldiers. “When within the Demilitarized Zone,, one hundred netites from the 
international STA they were fired at ni broad daylight at 1440 hours 
GMI with wuteentis ee and rifles by the Saree checkpost at Map 
Reference 0966-0216. The United Nations esas and the radio officer took 
cover) outside their cars and fortunately escaped injury. Both vehicles were 
hit and iumobiliged by heavy fire which. ‘continued for twenty-five minutes. | 
“after dark the military observer and ther —P officer sone ant returned rk | 
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on foot to El Auja camp, a distance of approximately nine kilometres. | 
General Burns reports that following a’ strong ‘protest by the Chairman 


of the Egyptian-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission against this attack on 


. unarmed United Nations personnel responding to an urgent Egyptian request 


: for ‘fF investigation, the Senior Egyptian Delegate replied alleging that 


“an | Israeli truck full of eomere had been with the military observers, that 


the military observers had crossed the international frontier, and that 


they had been warned to stop by the Egyptian officer in the position. 


General Burns has denied these allegations. 


"There is no need to stress how seriously the United Nations mist consider 


an incident of this kind. United Nations military observers .and personnel 


are entitled at all time to the protection of all i acl in carrying 


out thedx functions. 


+ a 


The pins pr 2c eh wouild be grateful to receive the ieniGibtasn and 


comments’ of the Egyptian Goverment: on this incident and must ask for such 


disciplinary action against the Heyptian edieak —— responsi ile as 


an investigation of the incident ued warrant. 


18 October 1955 
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DEPARTMENT OF. DEFENSE 
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WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 





21 SXetober -1955 


Dear Sir: 


Enclosed herewith, as a matter which can’ be more annropriately 
handled by your. office, is a letter’ from Mr. Charles F. Kessler, 


E 0} 
15070 Schafer Highway, Detroit 27, Michigan, concerning his an | 
or solution to the Egypt-Israel situation. 4. 
e 
We have informed Mr. Kessler of this referral. f © 

et, -. 
Sincerely yours, > 
! | | Ss 
J ’ 2 oooh 
=} pd 
i: Thomes M. Davis - ¢ 
i Public Inquiries Section es 
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TO: Secretary of State 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 124, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 74, Jonpehy ss, ) 
PARIS 55, AMMAN, TEL AVIV’ UNNUMBERED. F 


weds 


Burns telegraphéd on October 20 report along Pelievitie lines 
to UNSYG with regard survey. frontier El Auja area. 


IVVE *VLO 


02 peuuniey eg Asn 4: 


Marking of boundary was resumed by UNTSO survey team on October 
11, but shortly thereafter Egyptians prevented continuance this 
work. Despite Burns protest Egyptians refused permit work to be O 
resumed. Chairman EIMAU postponed further UNTSO efforts until 

solution difficulties with Egyptians. In a letter of October 15 nN) 
Gohar indicated that Egypt would not. cooperate in marking bound- pj 
ary until, GAA obligations of Israel fulfilled. Burns assumes a 
Gohar referring “presence Israeli police in DZ. or 


Israeli survey party, without UNTSO observers, continued survey — 
on October 13. Burns stated that Israelis would be responsible. 
for any incidents arising this activity, against which he pro-. . 
tested as being contrary to the arrangements earlier agreed upon, 
as well as being a provocative-act. In ensuing’ correspondence 


surveying along international frontier constituting boundary of 
D/Z. Although ‘anxious continue, isreelis have agzee- wo defer suc 
work until October O4, 


Egyptians are taking upon . themselves right to fire at anybody ae 
vicinity of international frontier, including UN observers. They 
thus prevent marking of western boundary of D/Z, contrary to the 
decisions arrived at by Burns and chairman in the- light of their 
responsibilities regardi pee the, zone.. Burns wrote to Gohar on z 
October’ 19 recalling written statement of May 28 from ptian re 
MAC delegate to effect that Israelis may mark the Egyptian- 
‘Palestine frontier.. Burns said Bld if Bovey iene unwilling. accadll!' 
proposed arrangements Seger ine. UN survey before, evacuation. } 
Israeli ice they should give HesUPAAGaR CBRE they will not . 
interfere with placing of markers by Israelis on on oad of fs 


P , 


frontier. He pointed out that observers would be on hand to. = 
ensure that Israelis would a cross border and to’ b mi eteebie oO. 
should’ Sie Hee occur, 

According 
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According’ Burns estimate, Israel may at the least again send 
military force to occupy D/Z should Egyptians fire on Israel 


surveying party. 
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Info , it Sas 
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S NO: - 125, October 25, ll a.m. = May § 
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SP e 
C. . SENT DEPARTMENT 125 REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 8&5 D * w 
BUR LONDON 57 PARIS 56 AMMAN BEIRUT TEL AVIV UNNUMBERED @Mé 
LU : ct 
USUN Hommel gave me following details ‘October . 2H regarding UNTSO Rit 
P matters: Neca 
aly p2 = 2 
QhT Burns now en route New York at request UNSYG; who wishes dis- oO E 
: . cuss primarily Egypt-Israeli problems--especially situations: re 
OCB * with respect Gaza and El Auja. Understand UNSYG will include np” 
|.USIA Fawsi, Egyptian Foreign Minister now at UNHQ, and’ PROsuneD IY, os 
pee Israeli officials ir” certain these discussions. ae ec 
RAR ah the fit P Oo 


SAMY Israeli MAC delegate: has given UNTSO names of speedy Mecreey, 

NAVY - sergeant, and 4 enlisted men captured.in Syria October 22. 

ATR (Damascus telegram 399 to Department). Eytan addressed letter 
to Vigier October 22 containing assurance that Israel] does not 

(repeat not) now "desire -to take any further action" -- pre- 

sumably against Syria. Letter states Israel will cooperate . 

* .with MAC but points out that.the best means of clearing up the 
existing. situation would be’ for Syrians to release the "5 
Repl eeerel they hold illegally in prison, 4 of them for close 
@ year in deflance of -the ‘MAC. Letter concludes with 
atitenonk to effect that if Syrians do not (repeat not)* re- 
lease these men they will continue. to bear "entire responsib- 

{lity for situation along their. soa with Israel." 


Above reference to fifth Israeli ‘soldier doubtless means the 
soldier allegedly kidnapped by Syrians October Lo. Accond ings: 
Hommel observers have developed very little evidence bearing | 
on.this matter, while §yrians state ae know eee what-. 


renuapysuoy 










soever about it. z 
.With reference CONTEL 124 regarding sedation El as (or < 
\Nitzana) D/Z Eytan has addressed a letter to General Burns 

ated October 2% in which he "confirm" that Israelis will 7 
pose’ marking froutier for a week/to ten days, provided. = 
Egyptians refrain from any action in the area. Letter oO 

tinues by stating that after above delay Israelis will use 

ma secant either with Peyptzen sien npniaeies or by Israel elope 
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‘area D/Z (M.R. 986/199). FLO -reports that one hour later 
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4 Control : 13365 
\ Rec'd: October 26, 1 
FROM: Tel Aviv 9:50 a.m. 


TO: Secretary of State 
NO; 412, October 26, noon 


, ad 
PRIORITY f 


SENT DEPARTMENT 412, REPEATED INFORMATION. PRIORITY PARIS 87, 
CAIRO 161, LONDON 125, edit 53, DAMASCUS 79, JEROSAL WA, 


FLO informed USARMA that at 6: 30 a.m. today Egyptian’ force 
attacked and captured Israeli police control post in El Auja 


Egyptians withdrew and post was’ reoccupied by Israeli police 
reinforcements. Israeli casualties four wounded, one seriously, 
and two captured--accounted for post's ‘entire complement . 
Egyptian casualties unknown . 


Comment: This is eye incident likely to provoke prompt . 
retaliation on simiiar or much heavier scale. Both IDF and 
Foreign Ministry see action as possible, implementation new 
Egyptian-Syrian pact, with Egyptian raid being ccounter-retali- 
ation for Israeli reprisal in Syria October- ea —{EMBTEL 405). 
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‘nig SMH Tel. Avi . . 10:15 a.m. 3 9 
RMR 1h Secretary of State , 8 — & 
| 2 
G ! . NOE 
SP PRIORITY | Pek 
e ,w 
3 SENT DEPARTMENT 414, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY PARIS 8&8 ref) . 
usuy CATRO lo?, LONDON 126, AMMAN 5, DAMASCUS 4O, JERUSALEM 44 he 
Se 
OP PASS ARMY NAVY AIR ~ g 
PARIS FOR RUSSELL Os: 
i= 
N 
0) 


OLI 

(STA Re EMBVEL 412. | 
& i Laid a arer reports tine t yptians made second assult withgy ° 
ARN easy gum’ fire on same Israeli police post at 10:15 a.ma 


at arene to retake it.FLO confirmed incident but was unable 
further details tmmediately. - 


Casualties first incident thls morning now (repéat now) reported as 
one dead of" wounds, one seriously injured, two: slightly injured, 
two. captured. 


, WHITE 
SW=LMC/1 . 


Note: Faaned Arny, Navy; Air 10- 26- 0 is. HJP . 
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RMR : : & 
ve. NO; 126, OCTOBER 26, 10 AM" 5 we 
= nite | | pe fj 
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SP yf ME 
¢ KRG 
BUR: SENT DEPARTMENT 126, REPEATED INFO PRIORITY CAIRO 86, e |S 
-TO TEL AVIV 10h, AMMAN 51, BEIRUT 31,. DAMASCUS37, .. @ ° 
USUN Re 
P'. __ UNTSO OPERATIONS OFFICER HAS JUST. TELEPHONED TO SAY-THAT = E 
* USP. ACCORDING PRELIMINARY REPORTS FROM EL AUJA, EGYPTIAN FORCE | = 8 
OLI . ATTACKED AND OCCUPIED ISRAEL! CHECKPOST IN b/z NEAR BEIR .} Qf 
2 EIN EARLY TUESDAY: MORNING, NUMBER CASUALT LES UNCLEAR ae 
OCB BUT’ OBSERVER COUNTED 4 ISRAELIS WOUNDED AT TIME OF REPORT, is 
Sis FIGHTING POSSIBILY STILL IN PROGRESS, UNTSO NOT SURE . Of 
can - WHETHER ISRAELIS IN QUESTION ARE IN.FACT SOLDIERS OR’ Ol 
ARMY ."POL!CE", SINCE SOME ISRAELI MILITARY PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN 
AIR SEEN IN D/Z RECENTLY, 
NAVY | Eg 
UNTSO SOURCE ALSO REPORTS ISRAEL ARMORED CAR ENTERED core | 
D/Z OCTOBER 25 AND FIRED INTO SYRIAN TERRITORY KILLING 
; 1 WOMAN AND 2 HEAD CATTLE, rm ; 
’ ! 
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SUN SENT’ DEPARTMENT ke7, ATED INFORMATION PRIORITY AIRO! 87, 0 “i 
P PRIORITY ‘TEL AVIV 105), AMMAN 2, BEIRUT 22; DAMASCUS i o 
UOP md 
ont. ' UNTSO has now received Israeli complaint that four police = eS 
wounded and two captured.in fighting reported CONTEL 126. . ee Fi 
top . Egyptians have filed complaint “with MAC to effect that their oO 3. 
-QGB  checkpost was attacked by Isreelis. It is not clear who rie 
CTA started fighting, which according reports has now stopped. nN 2 
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_ FROM: Jerusalem ; tOTh4 8 .m. MOB 4 
nto : r4 . hee 

RMR TO: Seoretary of State — , * 3 : ied 
3S NOr 129, October 26, 4 p.m. Vie \ o 5 
G: @ 
SP | & | “8 
0 PRIORITY = a \ = F 
I0: P ? 
USUN SENT PARTMENT 129 REPEATED INFORMATION, RIORITY CATRO ue, OF -s* 
'p PRIORETY TEL AVIV 1d, AMMAN 53, BEIRUY 33 DAMASOUS 39 = ® 
UOP __ ot. 
QLI Referpnee MYTEL 127. | > : 
OCB Israel radio announced at 1:45 today Israel casualties in in- : @ 
USIA cident Hl Auje DZ-are one policeman saynets three wounded, a 
GIA two captured. According to Hommel, Beye usene had evacuated MS ° 
OSD Israel check post in DZ when observer iret tig tsi on aye Oo 
ARMY They have since reoccupied it end are presently (3:45 p 

NAVY engaged in.e fire fight with Kibbutzniks from Ziot settiehent. Oo] 


ATR Hommel has addressed ‘Sppeal fo Rayptian. and Israel authorities 
- for cease fire. 
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Action “ Control: 13601 

ES Rec'd: .October 26, 1955 
FROM: USARMA Israel | 4 | 


3:24 p.m. 


~\ 


TO: Secretary of State _ \ 


- NO: MAI 828, October 26 (Army Message) yy 

SP eo ) 4 

tug  SENT_NIACT DEPTAR G-2 REPEATED INFORMATIO AMMAN 

Io. BAGHDAD BEIRUT CAIRO DAMASCUS USNMR PARIS \USCINCEUR, 
USDOCOLAND AND USDOCOSOUTH, STATE DEPAR . 
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; . eee 
>. Two separate Egyptian attacks on, Israeli police check post 
as El Auja area today, resulting loss of life one Israeli, 
JLT = wounding three others and capture two policemen will almost 
certainly lead to substantial IDF retaliatory action soonest. 
Only question my mind is scale of such attack /and possible 
results if Egypt offers strong resistance. As always, any 
IDF retaliatory action will be backed by forces sufficient =; 
for any,-eventuality. Estimate IDF strength immediately svail- 
‘ able as one armored infantry division and over one infantry 
division - probably two. Two or three paratroop battalions 
also. in Ekron (agit) area with substantial lift capacity for 
personnel and materiel.. Separate Embassy telegrams this 
subject following to State and Defense. 
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‘ ee? , Rec'd: October. > 1 a 
NEA FROM: Tel Aviv , 10:23 a. ia . 

Info ‘ , S 
eu TO: Secretary of State z \z | g 

‘ R f= if ‘ ' ~l! ’ y 
om NO; 418, October 27, 6 p.m. were - 

G r ' bd Or, 
me SENT DEPARTMENT 418, REPEATED. INFORMATION PARIS 90, CAIRO 163,- D re 
mUR LONDON i27, AMMAN 55,. DAMASCUS 81,,. JERUSALEM 45 Fg sa 
TO ae : | ws 
Teint PARTS FOR RUSSELL - Pane s F 
P aPoapanr Y ‘ , ; : 
UOP ii a ei EMBTEL 412 ° { ~~ r-%) 

— ¢ 


OLI _—=pF-spekesman-ernnounced-that—Egyptian Force which occupied olteck 
‘post’ later evacuated it. but is believed still to be in Israel 
OCB territory nearby El Sabbha check-port. 
USTA - ‘ 
oe Foreign Minister spokesman announcement October’ 26. denounced 
Thane Latest Egyptian attack and characterized it calculated violation 
soe“+. GAA. Spokesman recalled that Bina s “on eve his departure for 
**' New York, called upon Israel and Egypt to avoid any act that 
Air might disturb peace of D/Z.. "Both sides responded. to Burns 
apr. 1, but within 48 hours Egyptien Army positions had opened 
fire or Israel police patrol, and October*26 launched unprovoked 
| ' etsacks with deliberate attempt maintain and aggravate. 
Tce inflammatory situation." . Spokesman concluded that Israel 
| views, with utmost gravity this renewed attack which has assumed 
ays character of fuliscale military operation. GOI has requested . 
t UNTSG to take "'immediate and urgent on the spot investigation". 


Editoritally, Israél press attscked UN communique of October 26. 
HAARETZ reported that Foreign Minister spokesman complained 

UN communique did’ not (repeat not) sufficiently underline 
unprovoked aggression and obscured Egyptian guilt by. endeavoring 
make both sides culpable. AS ida abs ss 


JERUSALEM POST editorial, believed government inspired, declarefid 
it is perhaps too early to say with any degree of certainty . 
whether Egyptian attacks sre undertaken in support recent seriegp 

- af Syrian provocations, and whether these are first fruits of @ 

‘ Egyptian-Syrian military alliance. Little doubt however that 


o 
both Egypt and Syrie determined to stretch border tension to | om 
ve been encouraged a 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Ln 418, October aT s 6 p.m. from Tel-Aviv 


] 

by persistent Foreign press. reports ghee) ehoawlated Israel 
might undertake perveue ye war. This s oria Gobel spiked 
@mphattcally by Sharett in Knesset, in gs October 25. 


Editorial continued: No (repeat, no) shadow of doubt as to 
who’ started.shooting October 26, nor as to who invaded whose 
territory. Nevertheless, UN report: appears to have been 
worded:to read like torturedattempt avoid placing blame. ia a 
- On aggressors; such reports.do not (repeat not) promote 
‘confidence in UN observers. Editorial concludéd with 
allegation that UNTSO observers reports. have ‘recently .been 
genero.:-to a fault.in tendency overlook Egyptian and Syrian: 
breaches..of armistice. No complaints was made to Syria by - 
UN, wher observer, trying, to tra path’ taken by kidnappers, of 
Israel ; ‘oldier near Gonen last week, were fired at and 
prevented frou crossing into Syrian territory to continue 
their investigation. Nor was anything further.-published by 
_UN when, two days. later, tracks were followed across border as 
far as Syrian position: Similarly, no. (repeat no) protest 
was made to Raypt when observers, working together with . 
Israel repr. .»:tatives, were fired at in the Nitzana frontier 
‘area, and tus pretest ‘only: came belatedly when two observers 
traveling: in. jeéy, and not “(repeat not) accompanied by 
Israelis, were age'in attacked. 
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8s NO: 421, October 27, 4 p.m. 

SENT DEPARTMENT 421 REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 92, CAIRO 165, 
EUR LONDON 128, AMMAN 56, DAMASCUS. 83,,. JERUSALEM 47. 2 
USUN PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIR. 
UOP PARIS FOR RUSSELL ~ 
-Re EMBTELS 412 and 414 
USIA Israel defense force Foreign Liaison Office has informed Embas 
CIA that this morning. Egyptian force penetrated one kilometer into N 


OSbp the D/Z vicinity of Nitzana and entrenched themselves where they 
ARMY remain as of present time. Ol 
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AIR Comment: In previous: cases where [FLO showed similar zeal keeping 
Embassy ‘informed border developments, these reports have been 
-followed by Israel defense force military action. « 
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NEAR” NS Rec'd: Setober 5-195 
FROM: Jerusalem m. YO By 
Info PE SE 
i ‘ ; : Z, @ ct Din 
RMR TO; .Secretary Pe State | y,\ w 3 . 
3S NO: 130, October 27, 4 p.m. | pee? | E 
G | 8 
ae SENT DEPARTMENT 130 REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN a ‘CAIRO 89, ® E 
to. |-LONDON 58, PARIS 57, TEL AVIV 107, BEIRUT, maa UNNUMBERED. ~ & 
DUN. Re CONTEL 129 5 | - e 
wo 
ie UNTSO reports Egyptians still in position some 200 météers insid ct 
El Auja D/Z. Israeli personnel (either kibbutz members’ or poli )B 
OCB still manning post established nearby, but situation has ousdend 2 
USIA remained quiet today. of 
t ° 
a Officer in charge Reyotian position told UN éiiscnvas that he y 
ARMY will not withdraw from D/Z as ‘long as Israeli forces sre locatedV 
AIR there. . a 
NAVY _ Hommel addressed letter jo” Gotier October 26 ee es Egyptians 1 
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withdraw their troops from D/Z, and referring assurance given 
Burns by Fawsi to effect that should Burns proceed New York 
GOE would commit itself to period of quiet during his absence. 
Hommel also sent letter to Eytan alluding similar commitment 
on part Israelis and appealing withdrawal kibbutz personnel 
from Bir. Ein area, "which is far from.their kibbui." ‘In 
addition, letter’ asks that. Israeli police in D/Z remain’ at 







least 500 meters from international frontier. ; ‘@) 
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neaZ FROM: [aris ; 1:21 p.m. . 
Info : = 0) 
RMR TO: Secretary of State i <a 4 
“ea NO: 2003, Cetcber 27, 2 p.m. 7% * | 
G : A 
Mae > 
EUR SENT DEPARTMaNT 2003, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY TEL AVIV _ 
L re) 
30, LOWDON 742. 
Io If 
oe Reference: Tel'Aviv's 415 and 419 to Department. ey 
oop 4o«s«sUDaidan_ informed us this morning Quai! ’D'Orsay has as yet oO 
7: had no information re call _up of reservists in Israel. It 0) 
cu bas, .oreover, had no indication that-Israel is contemplating ; 
RMY any aes action at this time. 
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YEA . Rec'd: OCTOBER 28, 1955 
, FROM: CAIRO :33 PM 
nfo | ve PEs 
RMP TO: Secretary of State eg ie 
iy se 
ss NO; 827, ocToRER 28, 6° PM ; "8 
SP ne 
: PRIORITY | So: 
EUR AK te 
fo | °SENT DEPARTMENT S827 REPEATED INFORMATION GENEVA PRIORITY 7, oa 
Po TEL AVIY PRIORITY 113, JERUSALEM PRIORITY nie 5 LONDON i49, Bh 
UOP PARIS 77, USUN 32 >? 
ND ~ A 
Os ae 
SNEVA FOR, BYROADS on 
Ochs : z * 4 | 3 
US iA Mags PRESLNTLY UNABLE OBTAIN. DEG INITE ..NFORMAT ION ~ oN 
wee ARDING ISRAELI ATTAGK AT EL KUNTILLA NIGHT: OCTOBER ny W 
vee 2 AVIV 423, OCTOBER 27). PALESTINE AFFAIRS SECTION WAR 2 a 
_ DEPARTMENT TRYING CLT INFORMATION RUT’ WITHOUT SUCCESS SO ol 
FAR. we UNDERSTAND LL KUNITLLA IS. LMPORTANT CONTER OF ANTI= © 
» SMUCGL iiss CONTR OL IN SOUTHERN SINAT ON TRADITIONAL HASHISH 3. 
ROUTE ; TACK MAY THEREFOR® HAVE BEEN DIRECTED .AGAINST au 
AKRONT LER gre Ch POST. HOWEVER WE HAVE ALSO’ HSARD THAT 0 
CGYF LIAN ARMY MIGHT HAZE TROOPS,.(PERHAPS AS MUGI! AS BAT (ALON Fe. 
IN SOUTHERN SINAI AND SOME OF; THESE MAY HAVE BECN STATIONED 
AT EL KUNTILLA. “ am 
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NEA — Pena . Rec'd: October 28, 1955/0 4 5%. 
FROM:,Te1 Aviv } 6:38 a.m. "Bog 
Info . oy ~ 
RMR To: Secretary of State ese § 
39 NO; 423, October 28. Fs \ o = | 
G ¥ er NG 
SP PRIORITY, | Ral! 
EUR PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIR.» ° meg 
10 SENT DEPARTMENT 423, REPEATED INFORMATION GENEVA PRIORITY 7, Pg 
USUN PARTS 93, LONDON 229, CAIRO 166, AMMAN 57,, DAMASCUS: 84, ~ 
top ©: UERUSALEM 49, BEIRUT 119). ¢ 
ND. GENEVA:FOR RUSSELL AND LAWSON. nd AS 
IDF informed USARMA that late last night am Israeli force of Q 
OCB unstated penetrated into Egypt attacking Cuntiles Army Post ~ on 


USIA = (mR/119/935) killing 5 Egyptians taking 23 prisoners. Israeli 


CIA’ . casualties were 4 wounded, 2 of them seriously.: Israeli forces 
OSD withdrew with prisoners. . f ; 
wee - . WHITE 
; BD ; J ’ ) . 


Note: Passed Army, Navy, Air 10/28/55, 5 a.m. SA 
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Action , Control: 14608 - 5 2 : 
Rec'd: October 28, 19956 5 * 
FROM: Tel Aviv 8:35 a.m. Be 
Info ; i * £ 
RMR 10 Secretary of State : ‘ © iy 
424, October 28 .m. ; 
- NO: » October 26, 11 a.in ¢ ” A E 
G ‘| o + 
Md PRIORITY h e 
‘ « : . ai . by 
EUR SENT DEPARTMENT 424; REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY GENEVA 9, as es 
L PARTS 94, LONDON 139, CAIRO 167, AMMAN 58, DAMASCUS 85, a gE 
tSun JERUSALEM 50, BEIRUT 120 7 , an 
GENEVA: FOR-RNSSELL AND LAWSON : ig 






P 

UOP PASS ARMY-NAVY-AIR , ne ee : . 

It is clear’ incident reported EMBTEL 423 is retaliation for 

OLI Egyptian attack Israel police control post October-26 which in o 
turn was interpreted here as retaliation for Israel reprisal . 

OCB in Syria October 22° (EMBTEL 412). , 


CIA Source close to Cabinet informed me last night cne reason 
OSD - Shave! acquiesced in IDF demands for action in Syria (EMBTEL 
ARMY 403) was Prime Minister knew in his absence Paris and Geneva 
NAVY acting Prime Minister Eshkol would have authorized same kind 
AIR reprisal but in much larger scale. Magnitude last night's - 
operation in Egypt 2e:«is credence to report. 
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Action -———— Control : 15291 ot O23 
NEA es : Rec'd: October 29, 1955 eso 
?Tel Aviv fe a ie 7:19 a.m. 
Info oer a bs 
TO: Secretary of State , A vy j Oo | 5, 
- NO: 429, October 28, 4 p.m. SRE a see” ve 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 429 REPEATED INFORMATION GENEVA 12, PARIS 97, Oy 
a LONDON: 132, CAIRO 168, AMMAN-59, DAMASCUS 86, JERUSALEM 51 se aa 
% ® 
eon. BELRUT 121. | > ; 
P s A ok 
‘bop GENEVA FOR RUSSELL AND LAWSON SE. 
a Hae HS ; 3 we 
_ In briéfing given this afternoon to Army Attaches, IDF gave Ww 
OCB. following modifications statistics Tsrael ‘attack Kuntileh O1 
USIA Army post. ~ . | et , aes oO 
Ga es nage 3 
nee .l. "More. than 10 Egyptians killed". 
NAVY 2, "More than.23 Egyptian prisoners captured, 7 of whom are 
ATR wounded". pms So ; 
3. Of 4 Israelis wounded , 2 have since died.. 
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we Rec'd: October 29, 1955 
FROM: Tel Aviv : 7:52 a.m. 


10: Secretary of. State ae 
NO: 430, October 28, 8 p.m.. ' 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 130 REPEATED INFORMATION GENEVA ay era 169, 


PARIS: 98, LONDON 133, JIDDA 7. 
GENEVA» FOR RUSSELL: | 
PARIS FOR LAWSON 


Embassy. has been informed by Prime Minister's office that SOI" 
had’ just learned. of notice issued’ October 10 by Egyptian 
Government and posted airport tbouti that any plane flying 
through central zone above St¥ait|\ of Tiran would be shot, down 
without warning. MAPAI inner ‘group yesterday.considered this 
problem relative El Al regular weekly\flight to South Africa 
which follows course from Israel above Gulf of Agaba and 

‘Red Sea .to Djibouti. Group decided, ponatne consideration 
by full Cabinet, to cancel today's fl ght. In view lack 
permission Israel. commercial plans to overfly any Arab. state, 
El Al to maintain South African service is faced alternative 
ignoring Egyptien warning or eo to circuitous and 


etre route via Rome. 


Coninent: Althou gh GOI has not yet mede- foregoing public this 
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Action : Control: 147430 

NEA—~ ; "Rec'd: “Ockober 28, 195 mo 
FROM: Jerualem | 11:33/a.m. \ ES 

Info . ie ry -g 

RMR 10; Secretary of State | / yA i‘, ® 

. NO: 132, October 28, 2 p.m. wal | 

SP 


“UR SENT DEPARTMENT 132 REPEATED INFORMATION Cs TRO ae LONDO hse, 
T0 AMMAN 56 PARIS 58, TEL AVIV 109, BEIRUT, ra 

Pp | Hommel has reported along following lines to General Burns at 
ort. New York. phe situation El Auja (CONTEL 130). 


IOP Every effort being made determine who fired first connection 
rs A ‘incident October 26. ‘Kibbutz personnel reportedly withdrawn 
iA area near frontier and replaced by police. Re ard ing Hommel1's 
OSD appeal to Egyptians withdraw their men from D/Z Egyptian MAC 
AVY delegate has replied to ica that he is ready comply when 
NAVY Israelis completely withdraw their forces from D/Z. Delegate 
says’ incident was "provocative act by Israelis. against Egyptian 
checkpost situated in Egyptian territory, resulting in injury 
Egyptian. soldier and requiring local commander take action 
“secure his forces. Communication ends with statement to 
pi ct that "we are still "sticking to pledge given by Fawsi 
iSyG."" Evidently reference is to commitment: given Burns 
. alntain quiet period during his absence from area. UNTSO 
has’ reports that artillery seen outside D/Z on ‘Beersheba Roane 
yoo 


04 peusmmyey eg TENN JUeUTIOOg STUL 
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gsgez-Ol/vve’°r7Ll9g 


Hemet told me re that ‘Isheelis have reinforced their Ou 
positions in D/ Z.) Observers: have seen personnel apparently ing 
military uniforms but wearing police: hats. Egyptians still c 
in position in D/Z but situation hag tsar quiet this morn- : 
ing. MAC chairman has reported that Egyptians have not as yet — 
allowed observers: investigate allegations preceding paragraph rl 
or interrogate two Israeli policemen said to be he a them. — 
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Action — ' ? Control: 14 — 
NEA . Rec'd: Ocfober 28, 1955 
rade HOM" Jerusalem, | : b4 = a.m. \ sons 
RMR TO: - Secretary of State yp \ ; 8 o 
‘ Y a vc 
3S NO: 131, °October 28, hoon - . y hw P 3 
G - \ ; @ 
SP , \ f, B 
C PRIORITY . Seon Lot | - . 
TO SENT DEPARTMENT 131, REPEATED INFORMATION, PRIORITY AMMAN 55, | i aly: 
USUN | PRIORITY OAIRO $1, PRIORITY TEL AVIV 108 @ « 
UOP UNTSO has just informed me that senior Sepptran MAC delegate zs | 
- OLT has reported IDF attack on Kuntella some'8 kilometers inside NN & 
| Egyptian territory and about: 55 kilometers northwest of Aqaba. = ® 
' OCB UNTSO has no details as yet owing absence communications that oO A 
‘| USIA. area. However, Israeli official sources understood releasing 3:0 
CTA communique on subject. N 
‘~ OR)” : , : oo 
» “ARMY ' COLE ol 
AIR . Ol 
| Navy SW “3 
NX - 
| ‘ oO 
be ® a? | 
| et 
Me @ 
Fad 
> 
ae 
= 
2. = | S 
He oO , . Zz 
ad = A ge 
uw 6 oO a 
ee 4 
zo OW: - a 
a / re 
3 8 si 
= § 








me . OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
_ PERMANENT. ~ Ween PP is iil 
_ RECORD COPY ¢ This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notation of action takene 


2 





anc Della a reer ea ia a il i al aa kit el 





et 
<4 
o 


, ARMY 
NAVY 
. ATE 


LIMITER: OFFICTAL USE 


Control: 15017 3 
, Rec'd: October eS 19 
~ 
és 
n 
} 





FROM: Jerusalem 7 6:38-p.m. 
10: Secretary of State” . ae 


NO:: 153, Octcber 28,.11 p.m. | ' 5 


/ 
NIACT Pd 






SEN? DURARTMENT 133; REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY Aoman ots: | 
PRICRIVY BEIRUT 35, PRIORITY CAIRO 93, PRIORITY DAMASCUS 4o, § 
PRIORITY LONDON 60, PRIORITY’ PARIS 59, PRIORI TEL AVIV 110 wo 
7 fos 

cting UNTSO Chief, Covert Hommel, has this afternoon received #° 
letten from Eytan drawing his "urgent attention to continued; >. 
presence Egyptian troops in SubHa area of Nitzena (El Auja) ; ™ 
demilitarized zone". Letter states that."within the past thitee — 
days Egyptiaris have occupied considerable territory and are row O 
entrenching themselves along a line nearly two. kilometers long". ! 
Letter stressed “gravity of situation"-caused Wy occupation N) 
isrsel territory and asks that UNSYG be informed situation D/Z. a 

; . : wt / 
Facts available UNTSO,end. reported UNHQ today are to effect sae 
that total Egyptians in Israel territory in D/Z constitute some 


‘12 men who form apart of position-which extends some 200 meters 


across frontier. Balance of position and-of its personitiel tote ys 
Bay 


ling 40 in all remains on Egyptian side of border. UNTSO also. .. 
reporting that Israelis now have some 150 troops in their three ;: 
forward positions wearing khaki battle dress and police hats. 
Israeli: position of 40 men is located on border and extends abotD 
lO meters into Egyptian territory. Israelis fortifying their | 
positions and patrolling actively. Observers have noted some.. 
tank activity near Beersheba and on roads to south. C) 
uy ‘ ‘ ia Rested 
UNTSO considers allegation Eytan's letter grossly exaggerated {> 
and designed as propaganda justify further Israeli attack which 
may well be schéduled for tonight. UNTSO reaches eee 


especially because attacks on Khan Yunis August 31 and in Syri& 


October: 22 were both immediately preceded by receipt similar ty 


* communications, 


- AB:JJ | ~: 


“Note: ‘Mr. Bergus (NEA) notified 10/28/ 7:25 p.m., JAW’ a 
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RMR 10: Secretary of State ‘= 
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Olt FOR ACTING SECRETARY FROM LODGE 

CIA RE PALESTINE 

| IMMEDIATELY RAISED THE QUESTIONS IN YOURTEL 291 WITH 
HAMMARSKJOLD, TELLING.HIM OF OUR WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER 


~~ 
ty 
PROVIDING MORE PERSONNEL AND! ‘GENERAL ATTITUDE OF aril cas So iin 
AND HE THANKED ME VERY MUCH . eli 
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RMR 10: Secretary of State 
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C oO : 
IO RE PALESTINE PREP TEL 278, OCTOBER 22) : ne 
P BRE 
bre MISSION WITHHELD ACTION SUGGESTED REFTEL IN: HOPE Ce ae “= 
MIGHT CHANGE AND PROVIDE APPROPRIATE OCCASION TO MAKE .APPROACH o o 
OCB TO EGYPTIAN DELEGATION. HOWEVER RECENT EVENTS MAKE “IT SEEM a 2 
CIA MOST UNLIKELY. AN OCCASION WILL ARISE IN NEAR-FUTURE. WITH nN ae 
OSD DEPARTMENT'S "PERMISSION APPROACH WILL NOT BE. MADE. = 5 
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Aéton : Control: 14825 


NEA , Rec'd: Oe pone™ 28, 1955 

aes FROM: USARMA Israel :08 poe 4 
nto be : 

RMR: 10: Secretary of State m] 3 
Io NO; MAI 837, October 28, (Army al _— 





OLI SENT DEPARTMENT ARMY FOR G-2, 
REPEATED INFORMATION STATE, NAVY, AIR AND US ’ 
BAGHDAD, BEIRUT, CAIRO AND DAMASC US 


IDF FLO today announced posaie sialon of southern command . 
as result recent events. Northern, Central and. Southern 
Commands contiguous with main.political division.Israel and ~ 
each also headquarters jone army corps. All appointment per 
R-723-55 suspended and/officers revert to original position 
except Aluf Mishne Meir Amit (repeat Aluf Mishne Meir Amit ) 
who--becomes CO Southern Command. 


Comment: Establishment Southern Command and restoration in. 
original form two other come also gives CO a higher-degree 
. autonomy, including right to order emergency BOB their commands. 
Designation each command as army corps tends confirm my conten- 
‘tions set forth in MAI 810. Peacetime. rank of CO of commands 
is Aluf or Aluf Mishne. Z 


2. FLO States no major change since 5 October in Egyptian — 
Army dispositions. as follows: - One. division including two squad- 
rons Churchill tanks in Gaza area; one division El Auja area 


\Tery1e9 


i 


egez-ol/vre'rL9 


A including armored elements; one division Alexandria-Cairo-Sudan ~ 
areas. Egyptian Arwy elements remain ae in in DZ since yenvena 
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SENT TO: USUM New York PRIORITY 4 7/ 7 
Sue] PTD INFO: Amconsul GENEVA TEDUL &3 ac aa 


ny] peesne og 


= FOR LODGE FROM ACTING SECRETARY ba 
| Re: Palestine 


70u 99 mT | 


Secretary has cabled me inquiring if thought being xk giv 
to atrenigly reinforcing UM border guard under Gegeral Burns in view 
increased likelihood of border incidents. - UNQUOTE. While we still 
“thinking of posetble ways of strengthening 150, I siggest you reise 
matter increasing TSO personnel now with Hammerskjold and Burns, taking 
saveatayl A pronase in New York. Discussions. might then ensues 
with these two plus UK and Prench delegation tht of gempeanl and problems 
already confronting 150, namely best means insuring greater freedom of 
movement for observers, greater cooperation with TSO particularly frem 
Israel, better administrative support, and more adequate Living: allowances 
to, permit some of observers to live in Iereel. Cee 222 be 
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Action \ Control: 15425 
NEA Rec'd: October 29, 1955 woe 
_ FROM: Cairo 11:49 a.m. Be o 
Info A . ge 
RMR 10: Secretary of State bs 
= NO; 834, October 29, 2 p.m. | 
SP : : \ a | \ : 
C PRIORITY. | = 
‘EUR 2 
I0 SENT ARTMENT 834, REPEATED INFORMATION NIACT TEL AVIV 115, ww 
P PRIOHITY JERUSALEM ig, PRIORITY USUN 33, NIACT GENEVA 10, rm 
pee LO ~151, PARIS 79 a > 
"y | Pres today fropt-paged GOE statement, re Kuntila incident, \ i. 
OCB which charged 400 Israeli. infantrymen with mortars and automatic O 
USIA weapcns had attacked Camel Corps anti-smuggling post (staffed ' 1 
CIA by 30 Sudanese) at 1:45 a.m. October 28 killing. 4 and capturing Ww 
OSD 20. . Egyptians claimed 4 Israelis killed in operation which oO 
ARMY was described as "dastardly" attack by Israeli forces who "feared oO 
NAVY battle with Egyptian Army Lie.” ol 


COR official spokesman cen tea:  Mlarderd Command ™" piayite 
with fire jn these recurren’ attacks on ere’ borders. “THES 
must have lost their minds." 


Prese also published "confession! allegedly made by two Tsraetth 
captured in raid on "police post” in El Auja October 26 in GQ 
‘ which prisoners aljegedl; admitsed they beionged to regular 
. Israeli Army and had been ordered wear police uniforms while 
stationed in D/Z. ] Press further reported Israeli. forces had 
ath positigns seized on- September 21 from which they c 
had withdrawn at Burns’ request and had erected barbed wire 
, 4 


d ferse. 

@ 
Comment: Publication of casualty lists tn past has indicated | oO 
possibility reprisai. ‘This connection press has warned’ "Egyptan 
commandos .still quite ddd give Israel same tesson ‘today — 
as dd a a a . = ee eae ad an 
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a np ; 1 ©. 
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OSD MOBILIZATION PROCESS INITIATED LAST. EVENING I$ IN ACTIVE are 
| ARMY OPERATION THIS MORNING TEL AVIY AREA, AT THIS MOMENT. IT , 
NAVY FOLLOWS CLOSELY.1IN APPEARANCE ‘THE SELECTIVE, PARTIAL CALL-UP 

WHICH. IDF ADOPTED FOLLOWING KHAN YUNIS INCIDENT AS PRECAUTION 
AGAINST POSSIBLE EGYPTIAN MILITARY RESPONSE THAT ACTION, 


Z 


ALTHOUGH PRESENT MOBILIZATION MAY PROVE TO BH OF SAME LIMITED. 
* CHARACTER, | WOULD NOT DISCOUNT POSSIBILITY SERIES REPRISALS © 
L ANQ COUNTER REPRISALS PAST +FORTNIGHT MAY LEAD WIDER HOSTILITIES 
FIRSTLY, -IN LIGHT OF CAIRO'S 799 TO DEPARTMENT IT APPEARS i E 








STAT EGYPT LAN FORCES MAY RESPOND WITH.UNCUSTOMARY VIGOR TO a 
HE KUNTILLA OPERATION WHICH VIRTUALLY WIPED OUT AN EGYPTIAN &- 
OST APPROXIMATELY COMPANY STRENGTH, ‘ ; Be cathe 


ECONDLY, “IT IS KNOWN THAT GOI NOW HAS IN ITS POSSESSION 
HARETT*S REPORT. OF HIS PARIS TALKS WHICH MAY BE INTERPRETED 
ASK FAILURE-TO DEAL ADEQUATELY WITH ISRAEL'S SECURITY 
PROBLEM, FINALLY, GOI DECISIONS ARE CURRENTLY BEING MADE, 
SHARETT!S ABSENCE, BY A SMALL INNER GROUP , ESHKOL , MYERSON 
AND es AND TO ERLENT HEALTH PERMITS BY BEN: GUR ION, 
THIS GROUP 
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-2- 431 OCTOBER,29, 2 PM FROM TEL AVIV 


THIS GROUP IS MORE RESPONSIVE TO IDF VIEWS AND LESS HES | TANT 
THAN SHARETT TO AUTHOR!ZE VIGOROUS COUNTERACT ION AGAINST 


‘ARABS, THIS DOESNOT MEAN ANY FAR-REACHING DECISION PREVENTIVE 


WAR WOULD BE TAKEN IN SHARETT*S ABSENCE OR BEFORE FORMAT ION 
NEW GOVERNMENT, !T DOES MEAN HOWEVER A WEAKENING OF THE FORCES 
OF RESTRAINT WHICH HAVE TENDED TO LIMIT THE NUMBER AND SCOPE 
OF ISRAEL MILITARY VENTURES IN SIMILAR SITUATIONS IN THE PAST, 
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TO; Secretary of State 


MR 10; gee ; 
? NO: 134, October 29,-9 a.m. eX.) a 


SP 
C- SENT DEPARTMENT 134 REPEATED INFORMATION me wi 41; 
aa 60, TEL AVIV 111. 


IO = Re Tel Aviv's telegram 419 to Department. 


P Incident near Dan, UNTSO source says Israelis ee éomplaint 

OLE with MAC along lines mentioned but did not (repeat not) ask for 
ar =: tigesion nor for emergency meeting. View) those circumstances, 

SO does not (repeat not) take matter seriously and‘no (vepeat 


\ ea no) investigation being made. UNTSO assumes Israelis registered = 
complaint merely to increase total. t 
CIA ~ 
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rug 10: Secretary of State Oe, | 
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SP ; 
C PRIORITY 
EUR ! 
aa SENT DEPARTMENT: 389 REPEATEG INFORMATION GENEVA 8 oD 
P “ | 4 
UOQP = GENEVA ‘FOR SECRETARY DULLES: > 
ND 0 
OLI , G 
VERBATIM TEXT rs 
1 an = 
USTA RE.PALESTINE S 
CIA 
OSD . “1: FOLLOWING: IS TEXT OF LETTER TO” YAY. BY GENERAL BURNS.) 


ARMY TSO CHIEF OF STAFF, TO EGYPTIAN FONMIN FAWZT AND: ISRAELI 
ATR REPRESENTATIVE KIDRON, AS DISCUSSED WITH MR. HOOVER, WHICH WILL 
BE RELEASED PUBLICLY BY SYG AT 6 PM TODAY: 


SS6e2 


"I HAVE THE HONOR TO. DRAW TO YOUR ATTENTION THE VERY SERIOUS 
SITUATION PREVAILING IN THE EL AUJA DEMILITARIZED.ZONE AND 
VICINITY. 


1T APPEARS THAT BOTH PARTIES HAVE RECENTLY -BEEN SENDING 
ADDITIONAL ARMED PERSONNEL INTO THE AREA AND OCCUPYING NEW ° 
DEFENSIVE POSITIONS. 


THE GRAVE INC IDENT IN WHICH EGYPTIANS ATTACKED AN ISRAELI -POLICE 
POST IN.THE DZ,~.INFLICTING CASUALTIES AND TAKING PRISONERS WAS o- 
FOLLOWED BY A VIOLENT ISRAELI RETALIATION AT KUNTILLA oFM * 
SERIOUS. EAs Di 3! ‘a > 
THE “SECURITY COUNCIL HAS REPEATEDLY CO DEMNED RETALIATION@, 
WHICH CAN ONLY CAUSE THE Se TRATION BETWEEN THE PARTIES TQ “} 
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CONF [DENTAL 
-2~ 389, OCTOBER 29, 5 PMs FROM NEW YORK 


“IN VIEW OF MY RESPONSIBILITIES; 1 FORMALLY REQUEST BOTH ~PARTIES® 
TO ISSUE ORDERS TO THEIR FORCES iN .THE VICINITY OF THE EL AUJA 

DZ AND AT ALL OTHER POINTS WHERE THEY ARE CLOSE TOGETHER: TO 
‘CEASE ALL. AGGRESSIVE ACTIVITIES “AND RETALLATIONS;-AND RESTRICT 
THE'R OPERATIONS TO DEFENSE, IN KEEPING WITH THE TERMS OF THE 
GAA. 


| CALL TO THE ATTENTION OF BOTH. PARTIES ‘THE GRAVE MORAL 
RESPONSIBILITY THAT WILL BE BORNE BY THE PARTY WHICH TAKES 
OFFENSIVE ACTION OF ANY KIND-WHICH, IN THIS SITUAT! ON, MAY 
RESULT IN THE GRAVEST CONSEQUENCES. 


J AM AUTHORIZED BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL TO “STATE THAT HE HAS SEEN © 
THIS LETTER AND. THAT THIS DEMARCHE 1S MADE. ALSO ON-HIS BEHALF . 


ACCEPT, SIR, ETC" 


{ ’ 


= FOLLOWING 1S. TEXT OF HAMMARSKJOLD'S SUGGESTED. TRANSMITTAL NOTE . 
FROM ME TO SECRETARY EXPRES ING HAMMARSKJOLD'S VIEWS: 


"THE SYG HAS ASKED ME, ‘ON TRANSMITTING THE TEXT OF THE LETTER ‘TO 
THE TWO PARTIES, TG. INFORM YOU THAT GENERAL BURNS AND. HE SHARE 
THE GRAVEST CONCERN ABOUT THE SITUATLON AND FEAR THE PROSPECT 
OF PRECIPITATED ISRAEL! ACTION ON A LARGE SCALE. IN -THIS | 
SITUATION HE FEELS THAT YOU AND YOUR COLLEAGUES FROM THE WESTERN 
POWERS MAY WISH TO CONS!DER THE POSSIBILITY OF USING THE PRESENCE 
OF MR. SHARRETT IN GENEVA’ FOR DIRECT SUPPORT OF THEIR 
"REQUEST/TO THE TWO PARTIES. HE FEELS .THAT SUCH FURTHER 
DEMONSTRATION OF YOUR CONCERN MIGHT CONSIDERABLY REDUCE THE RISK 
» OF*AN IMMEDIATE FURTHER DETERIORATION. MR. MACMILLAN. AND 

“MR. PINAY ARE BEING INFORMED’ BY THE BRITT AND FRENCH DELEGATIONS 
ABOUT SUGGESTION TO ana 


| 
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10: Secretary of State | . ‘ F: 
ay No: 390, OCTOBER: 29, 6 PM aa " i 
SP , 
EUR “PRIORIT , : 
E RIORITY | 
NBA - ie | 2 
- SENT DEPARTMENT 390 REPEATED INFORMATION GENEVA 9 
UOP . Le 
OLI | GENEVA FOR SECRETARY % gy 
as 
‘OCB RE PALESTINE f 
| USIA . 
oan HAMMARSKJOLD ASKED D1XON + (UK), AND US TO.MEET WITH G ® 
Army (CHIEF OF STAFF, UNTSO) THJS MORNING AT 10 AM TO DISCUSS oe 
NAVY DETERIORATING SITUATION IN EL AUJA AREA. ~ 
BURNS. REVIEWED LATEST REPORTS FROM AREA AND’ READ: US VARIOUS 4 
EXCHANGES BETWEEN COLONEL HOMMEL, ACTING COS OF TSO DURING nD 
BURNS PRESENCE IN ‘N¥, AND EGYPTIAN AND ISRAEL! REPRESENTATIVES ta) 
IN PALESTINE. EROM SITUATION’ AS REPORTED, HAMMARSKJOLD: AND Ol 
BURNS. CONCLUDED THAT ‘ISRAELIS MIGHT WELL, .IN NEAR FUTURE, Oi 
UNDERTAKE LARGE-SCALE MILITARY. ACTION TO EXPEL EGYPTYAN 
CHECK-POSTS ESTABLISHED ON OLD INTERNATIONAL FRONTIER LINE ~AND 
EXTENDING INTO ISRAELI HALF OF: DZ, AND THAT: THIS COULD LEAD TO WIDER 
CONFLICT. 
"BURNS STRESSED THAT: RECENT «ISRAEL! STATEMENTS TO HIM CONTAINED 
IMPLICIT THREAT’ TO ATTACK EGYPTIANS TO EXPEL THEM FROM ISRAELI 
SIDE OF DL. 

DIXON FELT "IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF BURNS 7 
PRESENCE IN NEW YORK TO MAKE DEMARCHE TO BOTH PARTIES ON Sle 
DETERIORATING SITUATION. aad ee i 
IN RESPONSE. TO MY REQUEST TO GENERAL BURNS TO GIVE Hiss : 
OF GENERAL. SITUATION APART FROM EL AUJA PROBLEM, BURNS;+SARS THAT 

; ISRAEL'S | = 
‘PERMANENT’ 3 ‘ 
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CONFIDENT LAL 
-2~ 390, OCTOBER 29, 6 PM, FROM NEW YORK 


ISRAEI.'S “ACTIVE DEFENSE POLICY SINCE LAST FEBRUARY" AT GAZA e? 
SHOWED A GROWING DEGREE OF AGGRESSIVENESS ON. THEIR PART WHICH 
IN TURN PROVOKED OBDURACY iN EGYPTIANS. -ISRAELIS THUS’ WERE 
LEADING THEMSELVES INTO AN ATTITUDE OF INCREASING, SHORT~ 
‘TEMPEREDNESS, AND HE WAS !NCLINED TO FEAR THE WORST. AS FOR. 
“1 AUJA SITUATION, BEFORE HE CAME TO NEW YORK, HE FELT = 
COMPLETELY FRUSTRATED BY ATTITUDES OF PARTIES; 


| INDICATED THAT ONE POSSIBLE APPROACH TO PRESENT . 
DIFFICULTIES WOULD BE DIRECT STRENGTHENING OF TSO ALONG LINES 
CONTAINED SECRETARY'S MESSAGE (DEPTEL 291, TEDUL 23). BURNS 
PROMPTLY REPLIED: "HOW MANY DIVISIONS?" HE-WENT ON TO SAY 
ADDITIONAL MILITARY OBSERVERS WOULD NOT HELP MUCH IN PRESENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

VARIOUS CONSIDERATIONS, INCLUDING WHETHER OR NOT-TO UTILIZE SC; 
WERE DISCUSSED, |.E.3 ; : 


1. WE COULD REFRAIN FROM TAKING ACTION BEYOND DIPLOMATIC 
APPROACHES TO: TWO. SIDES RUGING RESTRAINT. 


2. WE COULD UNDERTAKE MAJOR EFFORT BOTH INSIDE. : 
UN AND OUTSIDE TO EXTRACT A PEACE: SETTLEMENT. . 


< 


3. «WE COULD GO To TRE st AGAIN ON. THE PATTERN OF THE GAZA . 
CASE, HAVING IN MIND A DEFINITE PLAN WHICH WOULD CALL ON THE COS 
TO ELIMINATE PRESENT DIFFICULTY AT EL’ AUJA BY. MAKING 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR ESTABLISHING DEMARCATION LINE AND. aia Milas 
PRESENT ISRAEL | AND EGYPTIAN Beth oak INSTALLATIONS IN: 

EEL EAR are ZONE . 

BURNS APPEARED DESIRE SC ACTION WHILE HAMMARSKJOLD FELT SC°- 
DEBATE USELESS IN ABSENCE INTENSE DIPLOMATIC PREPARATION FOR 
MAJOR PEACE EFFORT. BURNS FELT. THERE ‘WAS -AN IMMEDIATE PROBLEM, 
TODAY; OF AVOIDING HOSTILITIES: AT EL AUJA, WHATEVER WE a" 
UNDERTOOK LATER IN SC OR ELSEWHERE. HE BELIEVED HE OR THE SYG * 
SHOULD TODAY _Spenaes A STRONG APPEAL TO BOTH PARTIES. 


HAMMARSKJOLD AGREED THAT STRONG DEMARCHES WERE NEEDED WHICH WOULD. 
‘MAKE JT EXTREMELY DIFFICULT FOR EITHER PARTY. TO MAKE THE FIRST 
MOVE. HE FELT THAT AN ELEMENT OF. MORAL PRESSURE. SHOULD ALSO, BE 
BROUGHT TO BEAR BY MAKING PUBLTE THE “TEXT OF SUCH AN “APPEAL. 
' HE AGREED.- ~ 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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~3- 390, OCTOBER 29, 6,PM, FROM NEW YORK 


HE AGREED, WITH MY CAVEAT THAT SUCH A DEMARCHE SHOULD NOT 

PROVIDE THE VERY EXCUSE TO EITHER OF THE PARTIES, WHICH THEY WERE 
CAPABLE OF MANEUVERING, TO ALLEGE THAT THE OTHER SIDE HAD 

TAKEN THE FIRST ACTION, THUS SHEDDING RESPONSIBIL!TY FOR ATTACK. 
HE “ALSO AGREED,WITH:- MY POINT THAT WHILE WE MIGHT FEEL THAT IT WAS 
UNDESIRABLE TO OPEN UP A DEBATE IN-THE SC AT THIS TIME, 

WE MIGHT NEVERTHELESS BE FORCED eS SUCH ‘A SITUATION. . 


HAMMARSKJOLD PROPOSED , IN VIEW OF ALL THE ay Nes, THAT BURNS, 


BROAD TERMS AGAINT ANY PROVOCAT I VE ACTION. PRIOR TO TRANSMITTAL 
THESE LETTERS, WE WOULD HAVE OPRORTUNITY COMMENT ON TEXT. 


| DIXON AND | AGREED, SUBJECT TO SEEING TEXT, THAT GENERAL BURNS, 
'N VIEW OF HIS POSITION; SHOULD TAKE SUCH ACTION. J EMPHASIZED 
THAT BURNS ACTION SHOULD BE ON HIS! OWN RESPONSIBILITY AS CHIEF 
OF” STAFF AND, SHOULD NOT BE PUBLICLY CONNECTED WITH-OUR 
CONSULTATIONS. DIXON SUPPORTED THIS AND SAID. WE, SHOULD CONSIDER 
BURNS ACTION AS AN INTERIM STEP AND THAT WE SHOULD TAKE UP 
LATER WHAT MORE’ WAS NEEDED. (DIXON TOLD ME AFTERWARD HE FELT SUCH 
CONS | DERATY.ON SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN BETWEEN’ UK, US AND FRENCH 
AND NOT WITH ate WHO COULD BE BROUGHT IN LATER. ye 





HAMMARSKJOLD . ALSQ FELT IT WAS. IMPORTANT FOR FONM 8, IN GENEVA TO 

STRESS TO SHARETT IMPORTANCE OF ISRAELIS TAKING NO: ACTION | 

WHICH’ COULD LEAD TO HOSTILITIES. ‘“HAMMARSKJOLD SAID HE WOULD LIKE 

TO ADDRESS A NOTE TO THIS EFFECT TO} EACH .OF FOUR FONMINS. 

DIXON, HOWEVER, OBJECTED: TO. ANY SUGGESTION OF JOINT ACTION 

WITH SOVIETS AND HAMMARSKJOLD THEREFORE. AGREED SEND HIS VIEWS 

“IN THIS CONNECTION ONLY TO SECRETARY - DULLES AND LEAVE TO UK AND 

FRENCH DELEGATIONS. INFORMING. THEIR FONMINS OF HIS CONCERN. HE 
WOULD. THEREFORE SIMPLY GIVE TO. SOVIET DELEGATION TEXT. ‘OF: BURNS 

APPEAL: TO PARTIES. 

TEXT OF BURNS LETTER TO EGYPTIANS AND ISRAELIS, TOGETHER WITH 

TEXT OF NOTE HAMMARSKJOLD HAS’ ASKED ME TO: A hn TO SECRETARY, 

AE. IN IMMEDIATELY | PRECEDING: TELEGRAM. « 

LODGE HAS BEEN INFORMED OF, ABOVE, AND CONCURS IN MY. VIEW THAT 

DEPARTMENT .SHOULD CONSIDER DES|RABILITY RAISING.-PRESENT ’ 

PALESTINE S| TUAFION IN: SC AND PROPOSING FOLLOWING ACTION: 

. 1. CALLING 


_CONF IDENT IAL 
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~4- °390, OCTOBER 29, 6 PM, FROM NEW YORK 


I. CALLING ON PARTIES TO UNDERTAKE Di RECT PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 
WiTH UN RESO UTIONS AS BASIS. 


Ls ‘APPOINTING A MEDIATOR FOR ABOVE PURPOSE. 


se UF “SUCH PROPOSALS -VETOED IN SC SIMILAR ACTION TO BE TAKEN INGA. 
' SUCH ACTION WOULD, IN OUR OPINION, BE APPROPRIATE FOLLOW-UP ~ 
TO SECRETARY'S PROPOSALS OF AUGUST 26. MEDIATOR SHOULD PREF ERABEY 
BE US NAT!ONAL, COMMANDING WORLD-WIDE RESPECT. PLAN OF. 
SETTLEMENT ALONG LINES SECRETARY'S, AUGUST 16 PROPOSALS COULD 
BE DEVELOPED: PRIVATELY WHILE DISCUSSION IN-UN PROCEEDS , WHICH . 
MEDIATOR COULD SUBSEQUENTLY PUT FORWARD. SUCCESS WOULD, OF 
COURSE , DEPEND ON FULL US, UK AND FRENCH BACKING OF DETAILED 
PLAN. IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES OF INCREASING TENSIONS~ AND 
SOVIET INTERVENTION -IN MIDDLE EAST, WE FEEL HOLD APPROACH ALONG 
THESE. LINES 1S ALMOST ONLY SAFE AVENUE. LEFT OPEN.. - 
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T0; Secretary of State 
NO: 391, OCTOBER 29,. 6-PM 


PRIORITY. 
FOR SECRETARY, HOOVER FROM BARCO 


RE PALESTINE 





IMMEDIATELY. FOLLOWING RECEIPT YOUR SUGGESTED ADDITION TO LETTER 


OF BURNS TO EGYPTIAN AND ISRAELI REPRESENTATIVES | MADE REPEATED 
EFFORTS REACH HAMMARSKJOLD, CORDIER AND BURNS, WITHOUT SUCCESS 
UNTIL 4:15 PM. AT;-THAT TIME | REACHED GORDIER WHO INFORMED ME 
THAT, LETTER HAD ALREADY BEEN SENT TO P TIES. | TOLD HIM | 
HAD UNDERSTOOD CLEARLY THAT ‘OUR COMMENTS WERE EXPECTED,: THAT | 
WAS IN A POSITION TO MAKE COMMENTS. WHICH | HAD RECEIVED. FROM 
YOU; "AND: THAT | STRONGLY PROTESTED ISSUANCE, OF. LETTER WITHOUT 
WORD FROM US. | _. 


| « SUBSEQUENTLY REAGHED SYG HAMMARSKJOLD TO MAKE To HIM SAME 
PROTEST. — WHE SAID THERE HAD BEEN MISUNDERSTANDING, WHICH HE 
REGRETTED, BUT THAT ‘LETTER HAD BEEN SENT TO PARTIES BEFORE Serr 
HAD EVEN BEEN: SENT TO US. 


|' TOLD HAMMARSKJOLD WE HAD ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. THAT. | COULD 
NOT GIVE ON TELEPHONE WHICH MIGHT HAVE HAD BEARING ON TENOR OF 
LETTER. HE ENDEAVORED HAVE BURNS AND CORDIER SEE ME2TO / 
RECEIVE THIS INFORMATION. «AS fed he tie en UNABLEDL E 
ETHER. ©. | = 


REGRET GIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH LETTER ISSUED, BUT CONSIDER 


/ OMISSION DEPARTMENT'S SUGGESTED LANGUAGE WILL PROBABLY: HAVE NO 


MATERIAL ‘EFFECT. 


> ine duimel es at \@ BARCO 
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FROM: USARMA Israel .. is 8419 p.m. 

Info r “hm a | 

RMR 10: Secretary of State. | \~ - . a 

( mt * 

38 NO: MAT 840 inline (Army Message ) \ fe p 3 

SP 

C SENT DEPARTMENT ARMY, DEPARTMENT STATE, NAVY AND AIR; INFORMATION ° 

L USARMAS AMMAN, ‘BAGHDAD, BEIRUT, CAIRO, * DAMASCUS, USCINCEUR , USNMR 

IO « PARIS, USDOCOLAND, USDOCOSOUTH. ~ 

A wy 

UOP DEPARTMENT ARMY FOR G-2 ss 

OLT @ 
1. Reference MAI 839 call-up civilian vehicles all types Pf 
continues with large number. very heavy trucks, civilian heavy f 
transporters and fuel tank trucks. Heavy military traffic in a 
and about Tel Aviv extremely unusual on Sabbath with Army ° ¢ 






@ in 


tg No(s) ees 1 


_ Destro 


"PERMANENT 





patrol points open and very active. Some reserve units and 
Individuals being mobilized on selective basis with emphasis 
on transport units. Some cofffdat loaded vehicles noted head- 
ing north, as have Sg aaa tanks meeting new French ‘ 
Model- 1954 - long 75mm gins, on transporters, heavily camouflaged 
Bulk of transport,-both requisitioned civilian and military 
including busses ét cetera, however remains or stand by at 
motor pools. Comment:. My estimate either that heavy. pre- 
cautionary steps being ‘taken looking toward large scale © 
mobilization should such become necessary, or that IDF en- ~- | 
visages heavy strike at or by one or more Arab States. 
Obviously, IDF flatly denies mobilization procedures in effect. 
However, vehicle call-up on larger scale than during August 


A 
b and .early September. (). 
" a 
. E 
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Following IDF reports Egypt detachment which is in in DZ 
s poe eén reinforced by two nee which have well. 
d- bified.* 


Two} eparate . attempts night 28-29 by Egyptian troops 
$ure<town Nirim near Gaza strip failed. No IDF casualties 
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RVR 10: Secretary of State e 2 iS 
* oo 
39, NO: “135, October 30, 1 p,m. . 9 
G ' | ; f 5. @ 
OP ‘ \ we fs ki 
C _ PRIORITY ‘ x ! S 
L, SENT DEPARTMENT 135, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY A Z ~] a 
TO. PRICRITY,CAIRG 95, PRIORITY TEL AVIV ‘112, PRIORITY LONDON 61, AK * 
P PRIORTTY FARIS 61,° BETRUT, DAMASCUS UNNUMBERED . ¥ 
UOP ' : oo 
Ol. Following is situation respecting El Auja D/Z through October 29, 5 
- according information received currently from UNTSO. & 
OCB : 
ustA , Morning October 29 observers reports steted Egyptians occupy- a 
CT ing D/Z ‘in estimated Seabee: strength, i.e., about 40 men i S 
OSD’ deployed from MR 987187 to 981180. ‘No apparent increase in % —- 


ARMY strength. Fortifications primarily two and three man foxholes’ 

NAVY . reinforced with sand bags. Six armed kibbutznitks in Israeli , 

AIP. position. Isreelis placed anti-tank and probably anti-personnel 
mines to east Bir Ein MR 993210. 


SSOe-01/V¥ 


Later report states barbed wire fence being erected around an 
Isreeli position at 8Q 09030 and five armed kibbutzniks seen irs 
unloading’ anti-tenk mines, Minefields marked-around the oa 
position ebout 50 meters deep. No change other two Israeli 1%] 
positions, located st SQ 092039 and*SQ 099021. While Israelis , 
alleged Egyptian positions being extended,- observers report 
no Change. » Considerable troop movements .mdoted along a eda 
El Auja road. , ; ey) 


1 
UNTSO press officer reports inquiries received from press wd ' 
representatives afternoon October 29 indicated clear feeling Cy) 
anxiety with evidently conviction some form military action ate 
likely near future. Hommel stated Israeli troops are in D/Z _ 
and being reinforced. k 
Hommel has bedn ex-correspondence with Eytan and Egyptian | & 
Ma jor Sedky. Fourth appeal to Egyptians to withdraw from , py 
D/E just sent_in view lack any reply three earlier appeals 
Eytan. has replied ta effect that according his information 


two sdditional Egyptian companies entered D/Z;in Bir Ein ~ r 
area and entrenched themselves 1,200. meters ths ide Israel. 
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Eytan ‘states that in light these developments the "Israel 
Army authorities" cannot curtail patrol activities within 
500 meters of frontier (pursuant to some understanding 
with Burns on this point) and that same considerations. 
apply with respect "Israel military position". He offers 
withdraw position on frontier to point 500° meters back 

if Egyptians do likewise. : 


Hommel has answered Eytan's communication pointing out. 
that allegation about 2 additional Egyptian companies is 

not tru@, since observers have verified no (repeat no) ™ 
apparent increase made -in number Egyptians in D/Z. Hommel 
also quéries Eytan's references. to Israeli Army authori- 

ties and to "military position" pointing out violation 
GAA, involved. Hommel recalls. Burns agreed only to presence. 
limited number police in D/Z and states he continuing efforts 
obtain’ removal Egyptians from D/Z. . | 


Israelis allowing chasers move freely in area, but Egyp-. 
tians preventing such movement their side frontier. UNTSO . 
has received Israeli complaint that Egyptian force crossed 
D/L and attacked post. in Nirim area October 28. UNTSO 
offered investigate, but Israelis did not accept offer. 


UNTSO continues regard situation as extremely tense with 
joutbreak fighting likely at any time. One of Eytan's most 
recent letters concludes with’ statement that by falling | 
make clear pronouncement. charging Egyp .with joccupation part 
of D/Z UNTSO is assuming grave responsibility for conse- 
quences which) might result from "these latest acts of Egyp- 
‘tian aggression". | Shs | | 
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Io FROM: CAIRO s # oy ea 31% 1995 
Info ' y” y ) PM 
T0:: Secretary of State L & L . ' oh 

3S no: 80, CCTOBER 31, 1 PM />* af 
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SP 4 4 

a SENT DEPARTMENT 840, ase hres -raetenrinn TEL AVIV. 116, 

NEA JERUSALEM 49, LONDON 153, PARIS 80. 4: 

z, 

P DEPARTMENT PASS USUN, ‘ 

UOP 

Maat DURING COURSE OF EMBASSY CFFICER'S CALL ON MAJOR SALAMA 

OCB (GOHAR?S REPLACEMENT AT PALESTINE AFFAIRS), LATTER COMMENTED Oo 

USIA THAT HE DOUBTED EITHER ISRAEL OR EGYRT WOULD BE INCLINED MAKE ~ 

CIA FIRST MOVE‘ IMPLEMENT BURNS LETTER OCTOBER:29 CALLING FOR WITH | 

‘a DRAWAL. FORCES, IF» ISRAELIS WITHDREW "TROOPS" (WHICH SALAMA Oo 

“Qaizy DEFINED AS INCLUDING "POLICE" BUT PROBABLY NOT K |BBUTZNIKS) K 

ATR EGYPTIANS WOULD IN TURN..WITHDRAW FROM DEFENSIVE POSITIONS’ | > 
THEY HAD ESTABLISHED -ON THREE MAIN ROADS LEADING OUT OF D/Z. .~ 
ALTHOUGH SALAMA MENTIONED’ KUNTILA RAID ONLY IN PASSING, "I 
CONVERSATION, WAS NOT PARTICULARLY REASSURING SINCE IN Oi 
PAST RELAXED ATTITUDE BY PALESTINE AFFAIRS OFFICIALS HAS 4 


OFTEN BEEN BASED ON KNOWLEDGE OF IMPENDING REPRISALS, | 
THEREFOR EMBASSY OFFICER POINTEDLY EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
TRANQUILITY WHICH. HAD’ EXISTED ON BORDER FOR LAST 24 HOURS 
WOULD CONTINUE SO°-AS GIVE UN.CHANCE ACT REDUCE TENSION, AND 
POINTEDLY OBSERVED THAT UNDER EXISTING CONDITION THESE INCIDENTS¢ 
CONST FTUTED GREATER THREAT TO SECURITY OF AREA, 
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RMR 10: Secretary of State . cop eo STURRN AL, ~ . 8 
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SS NO: 392, OCTOBER 31, 11 AM sc 
a He 
EUR PRIORITY 
NEA 
: RE' PALESTINE IN SECURITY COUNCIL 
| UK DEL. REPORTS THAT | IT HAS RECEIVED WORD FROM FONOFF INDICATING 
‘IOP THAT THEY BELIEVE: DESIRABLE. COURSE 1S TO'TAKE AGTION IN SC : 
ON CURRENT SITUATION. THEY BELIEVE WE SHOULD COORDINATE ACTION ~I 
WITH FRENCH AND WITH GENERAL BURNS AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO i 
THIS END. | . 
ms 3 / , N 
REQUEST URGENT INSTRUCT IONS. bas | ~s 
~ 
AT DEPT DISCRETION PASS GENEVA FOR SECRETARY. i 
1 
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REM = | 
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: Rec'd: OCTOBER 31, 195 
- FROM: NEW YORK 8.48 PM 
TO: Secretary of State 
. NO: 393, OCTOBER 31, 8 PM 
SP | 
G 
- EUR PRIORITY 
NEA ) . 
L RE PALESTINE IN .SC 
P , : 
Soe DURING MEETING WITH DIXON + (UK) AND ALPHAND (FRANCE) HELD AT 8. 
OLI BRITISH REQUEST THIS NOON, IT wAS AGREED THAT WE SHOULD SEEK 
TO DETERMINE WHAT POSITION OF SECRETARY GENERAL AND GENERAL 
OCB = BURNS WAS ON DES tRABIL ITY. HAVING COUNCIL MEETING. IN LIGHT 
USTA OF PRESENT SITUATION AT EL. AUJA, WE ALSO DISCUSSED PROBLEM 
O8p -GREATED BY: LIKELY INJECTION INTO ANY SC DEBATE OF SOVIET ARMS 
ARMY DEAL WITH EGYPT. ; | 
} NAVY: 
AIR= aT MEETING THIS AFTERNOON WITH-BURNS AND HAMMARSKJOLD PRESENT 
© WE CONSIDERED PRIVATE.REPORT 1N NATURE OF "PROGRAM OF ACTION" 
- MADE BY GENERAL BURNS TO SECRETARY GENERAL, TEXT OF WHICH 
CONTAINED IN IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING TELEGRAM, 
| ; 
] PURPOSE OF "PROGRAM OF ACTION" IN SECRETARY GENERAL'S WORDS 
WAS TO SEEK PRACTICAL ANSWERS TO DEVELOPING SITUATION. BETWEEN 
EGYPT AND ISRAEL, HAMMARSKJOLD FELT SOLUTION LAY MORE IN 
DIRECT IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS PROGRAM BY BURNS WITH PARTIES 
SUPPORTED. BY VIGOROUS JOINT DEMARCHES BY ‘UK, FRANCE AND US 
AMBASSADORS IN TWO CAPITALS, HE FELT IT. WAS HOPELESS TO 
' ATTEMPT. NEGOTIATE-IN SC SINCE PARTIES WOULD ONLY FREEZE 
POSITIONS IN ANY PUBLIC DEBATE, 
SECRETARY GENERAL ALSO. FELT SC “MEETING NOW UNDESIRABLE BECAUSE, 
WHILE EGYPT MIGHT AGREE, TQ IMPLEMENTATION OF BURNS "PROGRAM 
OF ACTION" WITHOUT INSISTING THAT ISRAEL WITHDRAW KIBBUTZ: 
FROM DZ, IF MATTER DISGUSSED.IN SC THEY WOULD MOST ASSUREDLY 
FOUN OUT PARA-MILITARY CHARACTER OF KIBBUTZ™AND DEMAND ITS 
iy ) WITHDRAWAL. 
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-2- 393; OCTOBER 31, 8 PM. FROM NEW YORK ™ 
WITHDRAWAL . 


SINCE. ISRAEL WOULD OBVIOUSLY REFUSE TO DO THIS, WHOLE PROGRAM 
WOULD FALL, HE DID NOT RULE OUT, HOWEVER, POSSIBILITY OF SC 

ACTION CONFIRMING THIS PROGRAM OF GENERAL BURNS IF: IN CIRGUM- 
STANCES AS THEY DEVELOP THIS SEEMED DESIRABLE OR NECESSARY, 


HAMMARSKJOLD REGARDS ‘THIS PROGRAM AS A-COORDINATED APPROACH 
FOR WHICH AGREEMENT OF THREE GOVERNMENTS NECESSARY AND NO. 
ACTION WILL BE) TAKEN ON !7 UNTIL. COMMENTS , AND CONCURRENCE OF 
THREE GOVERNMENTS BN Gi pees 

HAMMARSKJOLD ENVISAGES THAT THREE POINTS MADE IN BURNS! "PROGRAM. 
OF ACTION" BE. PUT FORWARD ESSENTIALLY AS A SIMULTANEOUS AND 
UNIFIED PROPOSAL. WHICH, HOWEVER, COULD BE IMPLEMENTED IN _ 
- CERTAIN LOGICAL STEPS, HE ‘THEREFORE BELIEVES THAT GENERAL 
BURNS SHOULD PROCEED FROM POINT THREE, THAT THE OLD INTER- 
NATIONAL FRONTAER BE DEMARCATED, THIS: |DEA COULD BE ACCEPTABLE 
TO ISRAELIS IF DONE BY UNTSO, ACTING ALONE, PROVIDED Tee Y 
SILENTLY ACQUIESCED IN IT AND DID NOT OPENLY. PUSH THEIR 
. CLAIMS, WHICH SYG REGARDS AS VERY WEAK, FOR SOVEREIGNTY OVER’ 
PRESENT DEMILITARIZED ZONE: UP TO OLD INTERNATIONAL FRONTIER, 


SECOND LOGICAL STEP OF PROGRAM WOULD BE POINT: TWO, I.E, 
WITHDRAWAL BY EGYPT OF CHECKPOSTS WHICH ARE NOW ON ISRAELI - 
SIDE OF OLD FRONTIER LINE AND IN DZ, FROM HIS TALKS WITH 
FAWZ1 (EGYPT) HAMMARSKJOLD BELIEVES EGYPTIANS REALIZE THAT 
ONCE-FRONTIER HAS ~ “EN MARKED BY UN, POSITION THEIR CHECKPOSTS 
BEYOND IT WILL BE TENABLE A®"* THEY CAN SEE THEIR WAY CLEAR 
TO WITHDRAWAL, ! 


‘ oD » ; 
THEREAFTER POINT ONE OF PROGRAM COULD BE IMPLEMENTED, |.£., 
‘WITHDRAWAL BY ISRAEL OF Mic ITARY PERSONNEL IN EXCESS .OF 
K|BBUTZ- INHABITANTS. AND GIVILTAN POLICE WHO. WERE PRESENT PRIOR 
TO SOV AUGUST Ae Lr 

ee °43 GENERAL 
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GENERAL BURNS AT SEVERAL POINTS IN DISCUSSION EMPHAS | ZED 
STRONGLY NECESSITY OF COMPLETE AND IMMEDIATE BACKING OF HIS 
ACTION WITH PARTIES BY TRIPARTITE APPROACHES IN CAPITALS, 


IT WAS AGREED THAT THREE DELEGATIONS WOULD TRANSMIT TEXT OF 
_ "PROGRAM OF ACTION". TO. THEIR GOVERNMENTS FOR INSTRUCTIONS, 
{SAID WE SHOULD NOT DECIDE IN PRINCIPLE AGAINST HAVING SC. 
MEETING NOR. SHOULD. WE PREJUDICE. GENERAL BURNS! EFFORTS IN 
IMPLEMENTING HIS PROGRAM BY PREMATURE MEETING, CONTINUING TO 
_ SPEAK PERSONALLY i FELT 17 MIGHT*BE DESIRABLE TO START WITH 
GENERAL BURNS IMPLEMENTING 4S PROGRAM, MEANWHILE WE COULD 
JOINTLY CONSIDER DESIRABILITY OF SC MEETING WITH ATTENDANT 
PUBLICITY IF THAT APPEARED IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES TO BE 
DESIRABLE, HAMMARSKJOLD SAID HE AGREED 100 PER CENT WITH THIS 
* APPROACH, IT WAS UNDERSTOOD’ THAT BURNS WOULD. NOT, UNDERTAKE 
ANY ACTION ON HIS* PROGRAM UNTIL ‘COMMENTS AND CONCURRENCE OF 
,THREE GOVERNMENTS HAD BEEN RECEIVED, 


REQUEST DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS ON SUGGESTED PLAN OF ACTION, 


LODGE 


AAL 


| 52362 | oe CONF | DENT. AL 


Ab fI7¢7 | , 
Box 26757 _ CS, 


ACCESS RESTRICTED 


) 


| : 
The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 


File Designation O-}/ 


Ly 


Date Sf. Oc # ; > 
From : 
To 


In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 


available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


JIITLON TWMVUCHLIM 


because it contains: 


LY Security- Classified Information 


C] Otherwise Restricted Information 


| TATE 1213 ofl — 
; ; ty ‘ , ‘Date ; 


\ 





NATIONAL ARCHIVES ANO RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 


Bk ace eign hee ARRAN AT aS cy a aki le 








CONFIDENTIAL ; , 
RM/R = file 
DEPARTMENT OF ST. ATE 

Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: October 31, 1955 


s 


SUBJECT: NEAR EAST SITUATION © 
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NEA = Mr. Allen ite 2 

NE - Mr. Burdett 5 

. | : 8 

| \ = 

IES TO: NE(cc), NEA(cc), WE(cc), OLT(2cc), American Rnbassy BERN(cc). or" 
~“e 
Peg 

e @ 

o 








4 oda 


Mrs Torrente referred to recent discussions in Bern between | a 
Ambassador Willis and the Swiss ‘Foreign Office on the Near East 
asked Mr. Allen to give him an appreciation of the situations 


Mr. Allen replied that we consider the present situation extremely ON 
grave. The current disturbances on the Egyptian-Israel frontier may 


PA erupt: at any time into a major war. fontrary to the Soviet claims, a 
\ : \?. the Czech-Egyptian arms deal is x “commercial transaction". Soviet 
oD as well’as Czech arms are involved and a large number) of heavy weapons 
A is be shipped, some of which have already. arrived kin Egypt. In 
‘\ | additign, Soviet bloc technicians are being sent to Egypt to instruct t- 
i in thefuse of the new weapons. Q 
\ Us 
, a, 
< 
react 
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TO: Secretary of State oe BU 
\ "9 Y 
ae NO: 1791, NOVEMBER 1, 8 P.M. r 8 
i 
- re tv? g 
C 0) ot 
EUR SENT DEPARTMENT 1791, REPEATED INFORMATION TEL. AV Vv 52, NE 
IO PARIS: 229. no 
P ry o ow 
UOP wo ° 
Olt EMBASSY TODAY INFORMED FOREIGN OFFICE OF DEPARTMENT? S VIEWS ae 
ON JERUSALEM PROBLEM (DEPTEL 2423) POINTING OUT DEPARTMENT a 
IOP . ANXIOUS ACT PROMPTLY IN VIEW.NEED FOR CONTINUING EFFECT i ’E <i ff 
OCB RELATIONS WITH ISRAELI» GOVERNMENT DURING PRESENT CRITICAL — A 
Aan PERIOD, -FOREIGN OFFICE WILL. INSTRUCT BRITISH AMBASSADOR TEL: = $ 
AVIV. CONCERT WITH AMERICAN, TURKISH, FRENCH AND OTHER ; Ee 
COLLEAGUES IN WORKING OUT DETAILED ARRANGEMENTS ON THE SPOT, oO 
FOREIGN OFFICE STILL HOPES IT WILL BE POSSIBLE’ HANDLE MATTER oO 
ALONG LINES INDICATED EMBASSY. TELEGRAM 1747. 
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Classification 


SENT TO: USUN NEW YoRK 302 / 
RPTD INFO: Ameonsul GENEVA TOSEC /(5_ 


ies ‘Palestine in SO Bie.< a 
Auja. ae 
’ We concur generally in Burns proposed program: re 1, / tearm We have oir 
= 
E 





f 


a 


Specific comments: 

1. We assume with regard to s' timing of approach to Tareed and Egypt. 
he plans to make his proposals knq to two governments soon and as neerty at E 
same time as possible. We also assume that ieee powers would be e 





make their representations in two capitals as win after his spieeesh i poss Go 
_ 2. Re necessary legal reservations we believe Burns should pointe af 
‘}'to Israelis and if necessary Egyptians at time he makes his proposals he. 
does not do so we feel Israelis may: interpret his proposals as determining status 
of Kibbutz. We will make strong point of our legal reservations at time of a 
demarche since we share Burns’ view that presence of ‘so-called civilian polid® 
in demilitarized zone is vioYation of Armistice Agreement: 


REF 


3 We assume General Burns will plan to make id to’ SC on his » 


negotiations with Israel and Egypt over his ‘proposals on compliance given 
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' 297TH District, New Yorx 


Congress of the United States - 
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Washington, B. €. ‘ 
November 1, 1955 
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Honorable John Foster Dulles 
‘The Secretary of State 
‘Department of State 
Washington 25, D.C. 








My dear Mr. Secretary: . 
Ae 0) 
I am taking the liberty of enclosing copies of ~J 
tee : ‘ a 
telegrams received within the past few days, bearing ° 
: ; ' a8) 
a = x on the Israel-Egypt situation - the telegrams expressing jh 
t nied re ub P > 
B .\.,& théviews of many constjtuents of mine located in the nN 
rn “J Y : k = 
, = e+ | = Pougtkeepsie, New York area. . ‘ioe 
a Si me 1 
Ss ; \ - 3 am sure you will accord these recommendations ae 
A ete, ee a 4 ‘ _ 19 Cl 
a “4  egour serious consideration and would greatly appreciate cn 
= ore} + @), 
Ps * advices so that I might properly respond to these 
\ en pe : Se ci , : ; 
i = = = 5 
iy #,* —«  inguiries Sand any others that I might receive. 
Su s. << “ 
Piss wa pried 
<= a oe Sincerely yours, i 
i wae aN] 36 P x f ve yA 
“a xs 3 etie = f . 4 eck 
= - © s a 
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{ . USS ongressman ; 
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R 3 | 
é > 
Enclosures. rt a 
Gye ae 
. q j é / \ eG ie = 
at pt | j 
eh \ “si ” 
& \ 





















Check tis dase of oarvicn desire; : ‘ Cesk ie sasgen sacvis Saka. 
this message willbe otherwise this message will be 
eent asa fullrate telegram sent at the full rate 
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Une coPY 
ro POUGHKEEPSIE NY OCT 31 FM 2 he 
CONGRESSMAN ERNEST WHARTON ! 


a 


WE psecrentints ctiest aeeae wor) tna’ estat, A750 TSBARL AMA AREAL 
SECURITY PACT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL AS THE ONLY MEANS OF 


GUARANTEEING PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND AVOIDING A THIRD WORLD 


WAR. 
ALBERT L. HECHT PRESIDENT JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
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CONGRESSMAN ERNEST WHARTON 
WASH DC | 


THE MENS CLUB OF VASSAR TEMPLE AN ORGANIZATION OF 130 MEN REQUESTS THAT 


YOU URGE EQUAL AID TO ISRAEL AND A MUTUAL SECURITY PACT BETWEEN THE 
; CEES Sieeee Ae rae Ao A Mea) OF GUARANSESING PEACE I8 SHE MIDOLE 
EAST AND PREVENTING A THIRD WORLD WAR 


DR. SEYMOUR LEVIN VICE PRES VASSAR TEMPLE MENS 
CLUB POUGHKEEPSIE NY ; 
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a aed on. Israel Fao situstlon, : 2, 
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NO REPLY NECESSARY 





November 15 1955 


Dear Mr. Wharton: \b 
t sefer to. your lesser of Bovewer. 1 to - 
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The Honorable | r 
Z. Frmest Wharton, 
Bouse o* Representatives. py 





Sh “Hl fon 


r pelieve that your your constituents Will also be interested 






tn the ; %@ etatement of November 5, ten copies 
of whieh are ous losed verming the attitude 
of this Gevernment toward the hostilities between 
Taree] and Kgypt. 

Simeerely yours, 

Florence  Kirlin 
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ay FROM: CAIRO : 406 iy ie 
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pvp W!_:«Seoretary of State Tg af a : 
NO: 865, NOVEMBER 2, 3 PM (SECTION ONE. OF Two ) neon 
ss \ —— iM 2 
fe! Copy No(s) e 
I 
SP ea 
C PRIORITY said . a : 
EUR deme, (2: pat $5 oO 
ayes . SENT PRIORITY GENEVA 15; REPEATED INFORMAT{ON DEPARTMENT N. 
5 PRIORITY 865,° BEIRUT 107, DAMASCUS 79, AMMAN 73, BAGHDAD 58, h: 
R JIDDA 55, TEL AVIV 118, LONDON 158, PARIS 82, TRIPOLI, a. 
BENGHAZ/| UNNUMBERED. bad 
, se >? 
LIMITED DISTRIBUTION. NS 
ys 
GENEVA FOR SECRETARY. oF) 
: . Dag 
BELIEVE LAST NIGHT'S DISCUSSION NASSER PROFITABLE. MY GENERAL wv 
PURPOSE WAS TO TRY PUT IN BETTER PERSPECTIVE NATURE. YOUR ol 
CONCERN RE DEVELOPMENTS IN. MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA AND TO ' 
URGE MOST STRONGLY THAT ’HE ON HIS PART SHOULD SEE ADVANTAGES 
OF EARLY MOVE ON SETTLEMENT WITH ISRAEL. 
| 
TOLD HIM | FOUND YOU FULLY FAMILIAR WITH ALL ASPECTS OF | 
PROBLEM HERE., FRUSTRATIONS HE HAD FELT AT WHAT HE TERMED, 
LACK OF RESPONSE ON ARMS FROM US HAD BEEN DUE TO INATTENT/ON 
TO HIS PROBLEMS. ON CONTRARY YOU HELD VERY STRONG: VIEW BASED 
UPON INTENSE STUDY OF AREA OVER LONG PERIOD OF TIME THAT De’ 
ONLY SALVATION FOR MIDDLE-EAST WAS SETTLEMENT OF ARAB=1SRAEL | co 
PROBLEM ON PEACEFUL BASIS. YOU HAD NOT FELT INJECTION FROM ae 
ANY SOURCE, OF ARMS IN QUANTITY COULD FURTHER THAT CAUSE BUT siasie 
THAT RESULTING TENSIONS WOULD ONLY MAKE SETTLEMENT MORE 2.4 
DIFFICULT TO ACHIEVE. IF THERE HAD BEEN DIFFICULTIES IT - 
WAS QNLY BECAUSE WE WERE DEDICATED TO A PRINCIPLE WE BELIEVED | fj’ 
RIGHT AND BEST FOR EGYPT AS.WELL AS ALL OF US AND NOT BECAUSE OGL; 
WE WERE INSENSITIVE TO HIS DESIRE FOR GREATER SECURITY WHICH = 
WE FULLY SHARED. : : 
ag 52367 | ‘| TOLD « <2 
~ et UCTION FROM THIS 
x —____10F SECRET © COPY, TF CLASSIFIED, 1S. 
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TOP SPERAT 
Bu 865, 1 NOVEMBER 2, E PM, FROM CAIRO (SECTION ONE OF TWO) 


| TOLD HIM WE HAD No PUNITIVE FEELINGS TOWARD HIM AND THAT 
HE MUST UNDERSTAND OUR CONCERN WENT FAR BAYOND ONE SPECIFIC 
ARMS DEAL. IN FACT WE LESS* CONCERNED IMMEDIATED ANGERS 
{INSIDE EGYPT UNDER HIS MANAGEMENT THAN ELSEWHERE IN AREA 
WHERE THERE WERE ALREADY WEAK AND LEFTIST-RIDDEN GOVERNMENTS. 
IN VIEW OF THIS CONCERN, HE MUST NOT FEEL THAT QUESTION OF ~ 
OUR RELATIONS DEPENDED ENTIRELY UPON ACTS BY US. WE WERE | 
WILLING TO RROCEED IN FULL COOPERATION WITH HIM.TO EXTENT 
ALLOWED BY PUBLIC: AND CONGRESSIONAL OPINION AS LONG AS WE 
CONVINCED HE WOULD. COOPERATE WHEREVER POSSIBLE AGAINST SPREAD 
» OF SOVIET INFLUENCE THROUGH “MIDDLE EAST... THIS NOT ONLY MEANT 

INSIDE: EGYPT WHERE HE HAD DIRECT CONTROL’ BUT ALSO IN REFRAINING | 
FROM ACTS THAT, WOULD FURTHER AROUSE ANTI-WESTERN FEELING OR | 
BOOST SOVIET INFLUENCE IN WEAKER STATES AROUND HIM. ALSO WE 

~ HOPED FOR HIS. COOPERATION IN SEEKING WAYS REDUC INGMGREAT 
DANGER OF EARLY HOSTILITIES IN AREA. FURTHER WE FIRMLY BELIEVED 
SETTLEMENT ARAB-ISRAEL! CONTROVERSY MORE IMPORTANT TO EGYPT 
AND AREA AS A WHOLE NOW THAN EVER BEFORE. WITH HIS NEW 
STRENGTH WE HOPED HE WOULD ADOPT STATESMANLIKE APPROACH 
AND BE WILLING DISCUSS SUCH A POSSIBILITY WITHOUT DELAY. 
| SAID «IT IMPOSSIBLE TO SEPARATE HIGH DAM, FROM A PURELY PRACTICAL 
VIEWPOINT FROM STATE OF AFFAIRS THAT WOULD.BE EXISTANT HERE 
OVER. NEXT TEN YEARS I.E. WAR OR PEACE QUESTION OF NECESSITY 
FOR LARGE SCALE MILITARY EXPENDITURES ON: PART OF, EGYPT ETC. 


AS REGARDS TACTICS OF SETTLEMENT TOLD -:-HIM | SPEAKING. 
WITHOUT DIRECTIVE FROM YOU BUT MY OWN FEELING WAS THAT IT WOULD 
BE TO HIS ADVANTAGE IF WE WORKED TOGETHER HERE RAPIDLY TO 
SEE IF GENERAL UNDERSTANDING COULD BE REACHED AS TO WHAT 
MIGHT BE PRACTICAL TERMS OF SETTLEMENT. THIS WOULD ALLOW US. 
TO PROCEED FROM STRENGTH IN TRYING TO CONVINCE ISRAELS SHE 

. SHOULD MAKE CONCESSIONS. IF THROUGH THIS APPROACH PROBLEMS 
COULD BE REDUCED TO ONE OR TWO MAJOR ITEMS (WHICH 1! THOUGHT 
Bee WE WOULD: THEN BE IN A POSITION BEHIND HIM AND COULD 
PERHAPS THROUGH um Post EFFORT CAUSE ISRAEL TO BEGIN TO NARROW 
_ THE GAP BETWEEN OUR POSITIONS AND HER: OWN. ) 


4 i tS tae: 


{ 
TOB<SECRET 
-3- 865, NOVEMBER 2, 3PM, FROM CAIRO (SECTION ONE OF TWO) 


IN THE TWO AND ONE HALF’ HOUR DISCUSSION FOLLOWING POINTS 
OF INTEREST APPEARED: 


‘|. HE WOULD BE WILLING AT ANY TIME, ON HIGHLY SECRET BASIS, 
DISCUSS WITH ME SPECIFICS OF SETTLEMENT. IF HE AND | COULD 
-HANDLE MAJOR ASPECTS, FAWZ!I COULD BE BROUGHT IN ON DETIALS. 


2. HE AGREES THAT INTERNAL DANGERS OF COMMUNISM. ARE INCREASING 


IN MIDDLE EAST GENERALLY s ALTHOUGH HE NOT QUITE AS CONCERNED 
_ AS WE RE SYRIA. 


3. HE AGREED TO EXERT MODERATION ON PRESS ene BECAUSE 
OF ITS.EFFECT.ON NUMBER (2) ABOVE. AS MATTER OF FACT HE HAD’ 
ALREADY TAKEN STEPS THIS DIRECTION DURING MY ABSENCE. 
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-HIM IN A QUANDARY WHICH: HE WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO REFUSE 
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: ~~ Control: 1212 
; Rec'd: NOVEMBER 2, 1955 
" 5S03 P.M. «* 


TO: Secretary of State beg : 


NO: 865, NOVEMBER 2, 3 P.M. (SECTION) TWO OF Two) 


PRIORITY 


PRIORITY SENT GENEVA 15, ner ATeD INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 865, 
BEIRUT 107, DAMASCUS 79, AMMAN ® BAGHDAD 58, JIDDA 55, 
TEL AVIV 118, LONDON’ 158, PARIS 2, 


(4) INTRA-AREA ARRANGEMENTS WITH SOV.LETS: HAD NOT PROGRESSED 
AS FAR AS ASSUMED. EGYPT NOT AS YET. A SOURCE OF ARMS TO 
SYRIA AND SAUDI ARABIA. SYRIA A’ VERY POOR COUNTRY AND HAD 
LITTLE TO OFFER SOVIETS COMMERCIALLY. SYRIA WISHED ARMS 

FROM EGYPT..BUT COULD NOT PAY. HE DID ‘NOT SEE’ THAT EGYPT 

HAD RESOURCES TO PROVIDE ARMS,. FOR WHICH SHE HAD TO PAY, 

TO SYRIA FREE OF CHARGE. SAUDI ARABIA ALSO IN QUANDARY AND 
PROBABLY PASSING THROUGH CRISIS STAGE WITH US. HE THOUGHT 
WE: SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT ONE FACTOR HERE 1S-THAT.SAUDIES 
DO NOT LIKE TO SEE.MUCH GREATER. STRENGTH’ IN IRAQ. SAUDI. 
MISSION, ACCOMPANIED, BY EGYPTIAN, NOW IN WESTERN EUROPE . 
SEEKING ARMS. HE.FELT THEY WERE GOING THROUGH SOMEWHAT SAME 
CYCLE’ THAT HE HAD DONE, AND THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO 
OBTAIN THE HEAVIER TYPES OF EQUIPMENT THEY WISHED.. HE, J. 
ONLY LAST WEEK, ADVISED THEM THAT IT PROBABLY BETTER IN VIEW 
OF INTENSEREACTTONS TO EGYPTIAN-CZECH DEAL THAT THEY: 

TRY TO DEAL WITH SOVIET BLOC. HE THEREFORE ADVISED THEY e 
TRY AGAIN IN U.S. HE THOUGHT THAT THEY- PROBABLY WOULD NOT~ ? 
OBTAIN SATISFACTION FROM U.S., PARTLY BECAUSE WE WOULD THINK 
THEIR DEMANDS EXCESSIVE AS REGARDS THEIR CAPABILITIES. HE 
THEN ENVISAGED THEY WILL TURN BACK TO HIM AND OFFER TO PAY 
HIM IN FOREIGN EXCHANGE FOR ARMS. STATED THIS WOULD PUT 


| TOLD HIM GENERAL NATURE OUR DIFFICULTIES WITH SAUDIS THIS B 

SUBJECT. fal 
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TOP SECRET 


~ 2 - 865, NOVEMBER 2, 3 P.M. (SECTION 2 OF 2) FROM CAIRO. 


SAUDI TROOPS NOT TO BE "STATIONED" ON EGYPTIAN SOIL AS | 
PREVIOUSLY UNDERSTOOD. SOME WOULD COME FOR JOINT MANEUVERS 
BUT HE PROPOSED TO LET. NO. FOREIGN TROOPS, EVEN ARAB, BE 
STATIONED IN EGYPT IN PEACE’ TIME. ‘ 
(5) HE HOPED COMING PERIOD WOULD BE ONE OF LESS TENSION WITH. 
AMERICA. HE. WAS NOT GOING TO ASK FOR ARMS$ THEREFORE THAT 
IRRITANT HAD BEEN REMOVED. HE UNDERSTOOD WE WANTED TO §! 
_ STRENGTHEN THE NORTH BUT HOPED PRESSURE WOULD NOT BE APPLIED 
FOR NEW ADHERENTS AT THIS STAGE. TOLD HIM | THOUGHT THIS 
OUR POSITION BUT KNEW FHAT OTHERS FELT STRONGLY OTHERWISE. 
| CERTAIN -IF GENERAL CONCLUSION WERE EVER.REACHED THAT EGYPTIAN 
COOPERATION. IMPOSSIBLE THEN VERY QUICK ATTEMPT WOULD BE MADE 
OBTAIN ADDITIONAL ADHERENTS. THIS HE TOOK IN UNDERSTANDING 
WAY. *. - + 
(6) HE AND MINISTER OF FINANCE KAISSUNY WERE ABOUT ONLY 
ONES HOLDING OUT FOR WORLD BANK IN CONNECTION WITH DAM... 
_ HE FELT THIS MOST PRACTICA WAY OF PROGEEDING: BUT THERE WAS 
CONSIDERABLE FEELING HIS OTHER ADVISERS THAT WORLD BANK FOR 
‘ONE’ REASON OR ANOTHER WOULD ONLY STALL. AND’ DELAY. ONLY 
ALTERNATIVE HE MENTIONED WAS WESTERN CONSORT|UM. 


a . 


(7) NOW, THAT HUSSEIN HAD: ASKED SECRETARY ABOUT WHEAT HE HOPED 
WE COULQ BE HELPFUL. HE SOMEWHAT IRKED*AT HUSSEIN AS HE HAD 
TOLD HU$SEIN NOT TO RAISE’ SUBJECT WITH YOU. . HE CONCERNED 
REGARDING, U.S«-EGYPTIAN RELATIONS AND WISHED NOT.TO ASK US. 

FOR ANYTHING WE WOULD HAVE TO TURN DOWN BECAUSE OF EFFECT 

UPON HAS KSsoc1 atts. 

(8) ‘HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT WE WOULD DO BERG ING ECONOMIC 

AID IN FUTURE. IF WE COULD ASSIST EGYPT HE HOPED OUR ASSISTANCE 
COULD BE TURNED WITHOUT DELAY TOWARDS PREPARATIONS -FOR 

HIGH DAM. HE VOLUNTEERED THAT IF -EGYPT—-UNDERTOOK THIS PROJECT 
SHE COULD NO LONGER AFFORD TO DEVOTE HER RESOURCES TO SOME , 
OF THE OTHER Pee ON WHICH WE WERE NOW ASSISTING. 


IN SUMMARY WOU an FOUND NASSER MORE CONSC |0US OF ‘TRUE 
NATURE OUR g6 CERN. (ND , /APPARENTLY WILLING TO MAKE MORE OF 
mea: EFFORT IMPROVE OUR : REL TIONS. HIS ATTITUDE WITH VISITING 
Mig Sa YESTERDAY orran DECIDELY IN THIS. DIRECTION. 
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CONF Ti iNTLAT . 


~ Qi Control: LO4O mop 
Rec'd: November 2, 195% 35 
FROM: el Aviv , 11:2" “tis ‘ q bes 
oO , sd 
Wi, Secretary of State | ee iF 
NOx, 440, November 2, 3 p.m. ow 


SENT DES ARTMENT 440 REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 104 GENEVA 18 
LONDON 136 AMMAN 62 BETRUT-.124 CAIRO 173 DAMASCUS 89 

PASS ARMY NAVY AIR». | 

GENEVA FOR RUSSELL : | 
IDF spokesman announced Novemeber 1 that three: Arab scouts' wear 


03 pemamyey og yshyl wesmoed ~Fa- 


-lLi/Vve°vl9 





T ria ¥ yeen were killed by Israeli forces north@f 
Mishmar Yanagev. ; ' oO 


Upon their discovery, an exchange of shots ensued in which all 
three men were killed. Allegedly they were armed with Sten guns 
and bore. Egyptian, identity cards indicating they lived it Gaza 
Strip. Israel has requested UN observers to receive bodies. 


In press account of incident, October 30 article in Egyptian AL 


GOUMHORIYA ‘was cited in which Egypt threatened| Israel with Fedayeen 
attacks. : 


Comment: Concurrent with evidence of ‘partial mobilization, have 


“been appearance of numerous police checkposts on roads throughout 


Israel, which request identification from all travelers, including 
in, some instances personal identification of passengers in auto- 
mobiles bearing diplomatic plates. Light planes observed patrolling 
coastal areas at night, with infantry patrols along coast during 
daylight. November 1 minor riot occurred when igrael police 


stopped bus on Tiberias-N-caves>2 run and made tnorough identifi- 
cation of all Arab passengers. 
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lee, SECRET 
Action ‘Control: 964 se 
Rec'd: NOVEMBER e..} of 
Info as a ; 
_— 10: Seoretary of State a S EE 5 E e 
oa ) yt 5 ls 
td wo, 442, NOVEMBER 2, 3 PM or” paze ey 
po > > 
.G ph wo 5 
SP fs ZO gy § 
C PRIORITY | . Se = ~J = 
EUR >] :S E 
L SENT DEPARTMENT 4ue ig INFORMATION GENEVA 19,” CAIRD 174, © 5 
a JERUSALEM 52, LONDON 1/37, PARIS 105, AMMAN 63, BEIRUT Te KR? 
DAMASCUS 90. > # 
P & 
UOP SH 
OLI PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIR. . | =F 
ions GENEVA FOR RUSSELL. is 
Ol 
CTA "EMBASSY CONCURS UNTSO APPRAISAL POTENTIAL SERIOUSNESS NITZANA-. Gy 


SITUATION, JERUSALEM 135 TO DEPARTMENT, FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 


(1) CONTINUED OCCUPATION ISRAEL TERRITORY BY EGYPTIAN TROOPS 
CREATES SITUATION WHERE NEW GOVERNMENT WOULD BE SERIOUSLY 


CRITICIZED FOR MILITARY INACTION IN CASE UN UNSUCCESSFUL OBTAINING 


PROMPT WITHDRAWAL. 


(2) MILITARY SITUATION NITZANA: AREA-SUCH THAT ISRAEL DEFENSE 

FORCE WOULD HAVE GREAT DIFFICULTY REMOVING EGYPTIAN TROOPS 

Aq THROUGH A SIMPLE LOCALIZED ACTION. ACCORDING IDF DEPUTY: CHIEF” 
| Sof INTELLIGENCE, EGYPTIAN UNITS IN D/Z HAVE IMMEDIATELY 
|  ANBBHIND THEM ON EGYPTIAN SOIL A BATTALION LOCATED ON HILL 
OSE PROXIMITY WHICH IN TURN IS REINFORCED’ BY ENTIRE EGYPTIAN 
D|VISION WHICH WAS SENT TO EL AUJA AREA AT TIME KHAN YUNIS 
INIC IDENT. 
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) » IN EMBASSY'S JUDGMENT .RECOGNITION THAT AN OPERATION DESIGNED 


ay‘ 
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| ay 

=) gQ@td EXPEL A LIMITED NUMBER OF EGYHTIAN TROOPS FROM ISRAEL MIGHT oj 

2 BPSPREAD TO A DIVISIONAL BATTLE ACGOUNTS, AT LEAST IN PART, FOR 

p $ TBE PARTIAL MOBILIZATION PROCESS! INITIATED HERE OCTOBER 28 (EMBT 
& 8 41) AND WHICH 1S CONTINUING, AS/oF ToDAY. | 1 

Pye / \ | 

ys 52972 | bee . REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
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SECRET | 


~2- 44a, NO /EMBER 2, 3 PM, FROM TEL AVIV 


CR) Ey }DENCE THAT FEDA YEEN HAVE. RESUMED OPERATIONS IN ISRAEL: 


(eMBTEL 440) WILL STRENGTHEN PUBLIC SUPPORT HERE FOR STRONG 
GOVERNMENT MEASURES DESIGNED TO TAKE INITIATIVE FROM THE 
EGYPTIANS: -' , “ 

s 


weil NEW GOVERNMENT TAKING OFFICE ONLY TODAY, AND WITH SOME OF 
1S MEMBERS UNACQUAINTED WITH DETAILS SHARETT'S TALKS PARIS AND 
GONEVA, IT 1S APPARENT THAT NITZANA AND, FEDA YEEN SITUATION ARE 
SO PRESSING THAT FORMULATION BASIC POLICY TOWARDS EGYPT WILL 
NOT (REPEAT NOT) BE LONG DELAYED. 


LAWSON 


T TMEM 


‘NCTE: Ralayed OSD, ARMY, NAVY, AIR 3:50 p.m. 11/2/55 CWO-JRL 
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EUR FOR REASONS SET FORTH EMBTEL hye, EMBASSY AGREES WITH HAMMARSKJOLD 
a SUGGESTION TRIPARTITE DEMARCHES* SUPPORT BURN'S PROPOSALS 


& 
oe 
'$ 
D 2 
tsuy EASING TENSIONS. DEMILITARIZED ZONE,.AS SET FORTH IN TELEGRAM <j ¢@ 
P NOVEMBER 1. AGREE ENTIRELY POINTS 1 AND 3 BURN*S PROGRAM BUT 5 
Uop BELIEVE HE INTENDED-TO INCLUDE IN POINT 2 PROPOSAL WITH-: 0 Es 
OLI _DRAWAL EGYPTIAN TROOPS NOW ENTRENCHED ISRAEL SIDE FRONTIER rae 
LINE. THIS 1S MOST. INFLAMMATORY ASPECT OF PROBLEM AT MOMENT. 7 
cor, . SUGGEST US, UN CHECK THIS POINT WITH BURNS. ~ 
CIA: ' = 
OSD bt | LAWSON 
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RMR 10: Secretary of State g 
SS NO: 49, NOVEMBER 2, 7 PM oO & 
G “ = 
SP wee 
e 
ae SENT DEPARTMENT 449; REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON. 139, PARIS 108 (,-2 
10 Nw 
R HAVE DISCUSSED CONTENTS DEPTELS 269 AND 299 WITH MY BRITISH > 
UOP COLLEAGUE. WHILE HE PERSONALLY AGREES WITH SUBSTANCE JERUSALEM. § 
OLI- = FQRMULA PROPOSED, WE .ARE BOTH IN AGREEMENT THAT FROM STAND- — 28 
POINT NORMAL PROCEDURE AND TACTICS IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO. |S: 


LOP' DISCUSS THIS: ENTIRE MATTER WITH SHARETT RATHER THAN. WITH BEN 


OCB N 
CIA. GURION. - UNLESS YOU PERCEIVE OBJECTION, | PLAN TO PROCEED ON Ol 
OSD THIS BASIS. ; Ol 
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Action ; Control: 1554° en | 
el Rec'd: November 3, 1954 & & 
FROM: Tel Aviv 8:16 a.m. g 
Info ; 
RMR 10: Secretary of State fog ‘ o> 
eG ~“J = 
ss NO: 450, November 2, 7 p.m. ft iN & 
G ° 
SP me . we 
C SENT JERUSALEM 53, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 450, KR PD 
FUR CATRO 176, LONDON 140, PARIS 109, ‘GENEVA 21. PASS eee 
IO ae: as 
USUN GENEVA FOR RUSSEEG ‘ as 2 
P , =, 
UOP In response to inquiry today by USARMA, ‘IDF Foreign Liaison i & 
OLI Office said Egyptians were now occupying five square kilometers pj) 
< Israel territory D/Z and: that Egyptian strength therein totaled cy 
OCB two conpanies plus additional supporting machinegun and mortar y 
USIA elements. fi 
CIA 


_ PERMANENT . ———— 
RECORD COPY ¢ This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notation o 


In view of fact it is difficult believe Israelis would long 
permit such a situation, if accurately reported, to continue, 
believe it would be helpful if you would check foregoing report 
with UNTSO, obtaining 4 clear statement of whether UN observers 


have been in last days close enough to scene to determine 
accurately Egyptian strength. 


IDF has also reported Egyptian vampire jets flying reconnaissance 


‘ missions over Israeli coastal areas. Would appreciate being 


informed whether GOI has made any complaints UNTSO this matter. 
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L ALPHAND (FRANCE )} TELEPHONED TO INFORM US THAT FRENCH FONOF F 
raw CONCURRED iN BURNSt PROPOSED PLAN OF ACTION. REEL ‘AUJA,- FONOFF 
or; «DED NOT {REPEAT NOT), HOWEVER, BELIEVE THAT, THREE GOVERNMENTS 

SHOULD UNDERTAKE ‘DEMARCHES Aj PRESENT TIME WITH ISRAEL AND EGYPT 

Of= . iN SUPPORT OF BURNSt PLAN, TH!S WAS BECAUSE WHOLE MIDDLE EASTERN 


USTA + QUESTION BEING’ CONS!DERED AT GENEVA AND THE OUTCOME OF THESE 

at DISCUSSIONS SHOULD BE KNOWN BEFORE TAKING SUCH A STEP, AT THAT 
. TIME SOMETHING MORE DEC!SiVE MIGHT! BE UNDERTAKEN,: ALPHAND 

SUGGESTED THAT UK, US AND,FRENCH DELEGATIONS ARRANGE MEET 

WITH HAMMARSKJOLD AND BURNS TOMORROW, 3 


UK SUPPORT’ TO. BURNS! PLAN, !NCLUDING UK READINESS MAKE DEMARCHES 
iIN.CAP!TALS, | BOTH UK AND FRENCH AGREE THAT BURNS LETTER SHOULD 
BE AMENDED TO !NCLUDE REFERENCE. TO WITHDRAWALS FROM K | BBUT 

AS BEING WiTHOUT PREJUDICE TO PROV 1S TONS OF ARMISTICE AGRE MENT. 
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HEAVY MIL ‘TRAFFIC CONTINUES ON ROADS WITH LARGE NUMBER ASSORTED 
VEHICLES RETURNING EMPTY FROM SOUTH, ALL WITH IMPROVISED, 
CAMOUFLAGE BY OVERALL APPLICATION MUD. SOME EVIDENCE RELEASE 
OF SMALL PORTION REQUISITIONED CIV VEH INCL TRUCKS AND SHERUT'IM. 
MTR TRK BN OF ONE-ONE HALF. TON CIV VEH LOC GAN SCHLOMO (NEAR 
REHOVOT). _ONE RES CO GUARDING AMMO DUMP NUMBER 504 SOUTH OF 
REHOVOT. PERS RECONN OF TSEREF IN (SARAF AND ) BASE DISCLOSED HQ 
SIGN OF 10 BRIG (HAR-EL). BRIG IN NEW TENT CAMP AND OCCUPYING 
OLD. BRIT BKS. , NEARBY IS GROUP ABOUT S!X NEWLY PAINTED TANKS OF 
UNDETERMINED TYPE, AND APPROX 30-40 TANK TRANSPORTERS. 
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4, COMMENT: EST THAT PRIMARY MSN OF PARTIAL? MOB NOW ACCOMPL | SHED: 
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re 
VEMENT COMBAT ELEMENTS AND RES FORCES TO POSITIONS AND ESTAB 
L SHMENT, FWD SUPPLY DUMPS. _ VEH STANDBY SUGGESTS PRES UNCERTAI 


SR GARDING FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS. TANKS AT TSEREFIN POSSIBLY BEL 
TANK SUPT CO 10 BRIG. TRANSPORTERS PROBABLY NOT. PART OF BRIG, 
BRT BELONG BASE TRANSP UNIT. 
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Le TRES ISRAEL TERRITORY IN DZ NITZANA. 
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. SUBJECT: © .Mre Elmore Jackson's Discussions with uy Lgyptians and 
5 the Isreclis. 
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PARTICIPANTS: Mire Glmoze Jackson, american Friends Service Comaitiee 
NEA = George V. Allen 
Nz - Fraser Wilkins 
No = William C., Durdett 
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Mre Jackson called todey on Mr. Allen af fter which he came to Nz to continue the 

discussion with Messrs. Wilkins, Durdett arid bergus. ss 
Mr. Jackson reported that since his visit to the.Near East this summer he had Vi 
continued his talks in New York and “eshington where. he had’seen Messrs. Eban and vi 


Rafael from the Israel side-and Messrs. Fawzi and Hussein from the “gyntian. Mr. Jackson 
- felt that considerable progress had been made, considering the circumstances. He had 

sent a letter with Tawzi for Colonel hasser asking whether the Egyptians felt that 

phe exercise should be continued. 


Among the items mentioned by Mr. Jackson were: 


~ le The Israelis had "given him a bad tine" in New York, arguing that Mr. pinout 
efforts this sumer had been,used as a cover by Nasser for his adventures, against 
Israel in August. They later desisted from this line or argument and’ stated. that f 
Jackson's efforts _had prevented an Egyntian reaction to the Israel r2id on ‘Khan Tug 
on September se For this the Israelis were grateful. 


2. In the course of thé discussions this summer, it had vider propodgi that “N , 
Side make some sort of tangible gesture to. in eee its willingness to, Joris ifue 

discussions and to consider imlementation of other proposals. The Israelis ‘had’ 

offered to free twelve Egyotian "pelitical prisoners" they held’ if the Egyptians 
release the six "Zionist Spies" in Egyptian.prisons for exile to a third, ees 
_eguntiy- The Egyptians had accepted this proposal in principle, but had made, di wy fe 
i about the proper timing.; Mr. Jackson was giving consideratidn to thex® > 






/gestures of this type which the parties might agree to, | giving particular) thou t te ° 
“bra ary adjueeyent or a gestuze to help the refugees. reds 
¢ 
\" ' 


be 


‘34 ‘With regard ‘to the GuLf of Aqaba; the Israelis had suggested to My J 
_ that e bile sae might wigh to, form a group of vs cgull to study and report ‘on > 
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legal rights of the narties. When “r.,Jeckson broached this idea-to the igyptiens 
they were -% first inclined te reject it, saving that international lew was cleanly 
in their Savor. Tecently they have teen a little acre recertive to the proposal. 


SEL 

“re Jackson acubted if the ‘Friends hed tht resources to gonduct such 4 study. s 

told thet the verartment, 2t the working level, wes giving thought tc Po that 
the setter te cecverred to the international: Court cf Justice for decision. 

ie «Bew uurien had expressed 2 willingness to gu te Luise for’ talks with 


t Nasser 
Nasser had regectéd the idea but rot without considerable theught: and gave the 
inmrescicn that he hea not elosed his mind on the cubjcete - 

e 


e Tre se"SSlic Were cager te talk with opyrtian revreserbetives end “arhzel had 
cuid thet once talks ctarted, the cyyntians would be surprised ty the Plexibility .and 
willingness te cortribube te a settlement on the rart cf, the Isreel rerresentatives. 
, “yr, Allen rointed out the means vhercky the U.c.' was presently talking to Communist 


Chine at Geneva ond werdored whether ues similar circunstarces and on c samils2 basis, 
talks between igyrvian and Isracl representatives wight not be arrangeds 
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x ; GLICKMAN 
MRS, MILTON, NEVINS The Misa MRS, BERNARD, GLICKMAN, 


“MRS. WM. S. SILVERMAN OF THE ' MRS, SIMON FINKELSTEIN — 
brs. MEYER LEVINSON lai PHILADELPHIA JEwIsH COMMUNITY CENTER ai Gide ives 

ot View treneent 63R0 AND LUDLOW sTREETs. Financial Secretary 
bas, Jose KE, PHILADELPHIA 39, PA) — ao 
mRs. C. DAVID MATY GRANITE 6-0300 . Social Secretaries 


RESOLUTION 






WHEREAS, Israel is the only Democracy in the patois East, 


WHEREAS the recent increase of tension in that area arisi 


“Tea 4u99 





from the wirmeneie of the Conmunist bloc to offer arms,and their acceptance 


by the Arab Countyses,has created a situation which has endangered the peace 
of the world, AND 
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basis of the! 19h9 Armistice Agreement. 3 


m = 


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the SISTERHOOD OF “IE Ese 
PHILADELPIIA JEWISH COMMUNITY. CENTER do hereby call upon the Government of 


64 pauanyze 


* 
/V 


the United States of America to preserve the peace in the Middle East by 
taking the following steps : | 


etic 


. 


: Ie pai ies no further arms to the Arab Nations. e 
- Maintaining the balance of power in the Middle Bast by a 
granting arms assistance to Israel, to dfset Communist arms to. the Arab’ Hationam 
3. Enter into a mutual security pact with Israel and any other 
Nation in the Middle East which desires to maintain peace. 
Be it further resolved, that a copy of this Resolution be 
sent to the Pre siderit of the United States, the Secretary sd apaees and such 
other aa officials as the officers of this SISTERHOOD mey odie er neces- . 
Bes 
‘Sarye elt bine aon f° a, oe 
nae bathe dee An e 
rte ty ns (Mrs. William S. Silverman), ey 
‘President 


- sine 
ee . 


THE: SISTERHOOD 
WEST PHILADELPHIA 
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
63RD AND LUDLOW STREETS 
PHILADELPHIA 39, PA. 
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GOE SPOKESMAN THIS AFTERNOON STATED "SUCCESSFUL EGYPT EAN Oo 
COUNTERATTACK °3 NOVEMBER WHICH STARTED AT 1000 AND COMPLETED 
1500 RECAPTURING SEBHA POSITIONS LOST PREVIOUS NIGHT TO ISRAEL 
ACTLON DESCRIBED AS THREE-WAY ATTACK INVOL INFANTRY ,: 
TANKS] AND -AIRe TWO HUNDRED ISRAELIS pel Mia KILLED ‘AND ror 
v 7O EGYPTIANS NOW MISSING IN TWO DAYS ACTION, ALL PLANES, 
fz RETURNED SAFELY 10 BASES. & 
es | 


' MAJOR SALAMA, ACTING CHIEF PALESTINAN AFFAIRS, QUERIED AS TO ! 
| FORTIER DETAT! LS STATED: 


© 
re EGYPTIANS ESTIMATED 3000. TSRAELIS IN EL adage AREA AND np 


STRENGTH TO) galas tach HANDLE. s 


| 2) EGYPTIAN ‘AIR PARTICIPATED ONLY IN RECONNAISANCE ROLE. 
/ NO AIR ACTION TOOK PLACE» eae ae / 
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IN EL AUJATO QUARTERS AND HAVE LEFT UNANSWERED UN PROTESTS 
BY MAJOR GIACOMOGGI IN GMCA 6 


4, SPECIFICALLY DENIED ANY FIGHTING ELSEWHERE BUT AVOIDED. ' 
COMMENT ABOUT POSSIBLE COMMANDO OPERATIONS. 
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tian losses were 50 killed and 40 prisoners, latter including two e 
officers. Israel casualties 4 dead.and 19 wounded. IDF forces - ao 
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53 NO: 453, November 3 ZA is 
=) PRIORITY _ ae 
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To. SENT DEPARTMENT IMENT, 4535.5 EATED INFORMATION PRIORITY CAIRO 178, \ 
usun AMMAN 66 er ee, DAMASCUS 93,'PARIS. 111, eee 
p-» LONDON The, PRIORI PRIORTTY 6 ~ 

} 
UOP GENEVA FOR RUSSELL o_® 
oop PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIR FORCE a 
oe In commenting on IDF operation Nitzana neebhan Ministry spokesman 


made following release (translated from Hebrew): 
QUOTE 


The IDF operation was aimed at removing the eypéian forces from 
Israel area. The Egyptian Army entered Israel on October 26. 
The following: day Egyptian units crossed the border again, began 
to. occupy Israel territory. Later these units, were. reinforced 
and ‘spread over a large area. A line of Egyptian posts was set 


‘up by Egyptians. They. continued. to dig in. 


Israel drewvattention of UN to these facts. She was told that 
UNTSO had approached Egypt at least 4 times calling upon her to 
retreat from Israel. Egypt refused. It was also reported to 
Israel that General Burns made same appeal to Egypt and he was 
told by Egyptian representatives in New York, Egypt would not 
retreat. -- 


Last Friday Foreign Ministry spokesman pater Israel only wan 
Egypt to clear out of Israel territory. Egypt disregarded this 
announcement. Egypt continued to _keep her forces in Israel and Oo 
reinforced them in area occupied)by her. There is no’ room in 


Ss 1934 
C 2 =e 


Israel for Egyptian soldiers. Their place is in Egypt and it is 
up to them to go back there. If] they do not gO voluntarily it r 
will be. necessary to return sas there. — j = 





| sterday ‘morning Ben Gurion said O° 


] a 5 "We never DUCTION FROM THIS 
UNCLASSIFIED ' ‘Ger 1F CLASSIFIED, IS 


PE 


Dice shiel sainate i 


iBiTeD 


PROH 
ae COPY e » This copy must be returned to RM/R central Hies with notation’ ‘of action’ takene 


>: UNCLASSIFIED 
-2- 453, November 3, from Tel Aviv 


"We never have nor ever shall premeditate war against anyone". 
This is our policy, but if Israel ia is invaded, 


invaders will be rebuffed. ‘ 
END QUOTE . 
LAWSON 
LFS/6 
Note: Relayed: OSD, Aray , Navy, Air force, 1/3/95, 10:30 a.m. 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 455 REPEATED INFORMAT ]ON NJACT GENEVA Poy. 
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PASS ARMY, NAVY AND AIR. 





} 


ALTHOUGH EMBTEL 451 REPORTING NITZANA ACTION LAST N*GHY APPEARS 
TO HAVE CROSSED DEPTEL 310,.! PLAN TO SEE SHARETT TON/GHT AND, 
IN VIEW OF .FACT THAT SITUATION WITH EGYPT VERY TENSE AND 
ADDITIONAL MILITARY ‘CLASHES QUITE POSSIBLE, SHALL TAKE PRE- 


« CAUTION OF REMINDJNG HIM OF SECRETARY'S ADMON]T1ON« —EMBASSY 


ESTIMATES SITUATION 1S: 
(1) 1T HAS BEEN APPARENT SINCE OCTOBER 29 {EMBTELS 431, ys" 
442, 448 AND 450). THAT UNLESS EGYPT}ANS WITHDREW TROOPS FROM 


ISRAEL SIDE INTERNATIONAL: BOUNDARY IDF, TROOPS WOULD FORCIBLY 
REMOVE THEM. : 


430) © t J30 
aria 


(2) IN EMBASSY'S JUDGMENT SHORT DELAY 'N DOYNG SO WAS TRACEABLE 
LARGELY TO IDF PRECAUTIONARY MOVE TO CALL UP AND POSITION 
ADDITIONAL MILITARY STRENGTH 'TO MEET AND DEAL WITH ANY EGYPTIAN 
COUNTERACT ON. \ 


ING. 1T APPEARS’ LIKELY JF. NASSER SENDS HIS TROOPS ACROSS 


e) 

Oo 

(3) AS OF THIS MORNING PARTIAL MOBILIZATION PROCESS 3S Lome a 
; © 

BORDER ISRAELIS ARE PREPARED TO ENGAGE IN ACTION LARGE ENOUGH [7 


TO WIPE OUT EGYPTIAN FORCES IN S!NA]. IF, ON OTHER HAND, ae 
NASSER DECIDES TO RETALIATE FOR N}TZANA AND KUNTILLA BY EXTENS 
| 52378 | , Poy? * aoe Pere sare 
» CONFIDENTIAL. , 
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CONFIDES TAL 
_-2- 455, NOVEMBER 3, 4 P.M. FROM TEL AVIV: . 
USE FEDA YEEN WITHIN-1}SRAEL, PUBLIC AND MAAG REACTION HERE 


IN CASE CIVILIAN MURDERS M)JGHT BE STRONG ENOUGH TO LEAD GO] 
AUTHORIZE IDF ENGAGE SIM]JLAR LARGE SCALE OPERAT Bie | 





(4) GOl SO SENSITIVE TO POSSIBILITY PREVENTIVE WAR: LABEL 

(EMBDES 309) AND BEING CALLED AGGRESSOR THAT IT WOULD BE 

RELUCTANT TO SEND JTS FORCES SOUTHERN AREA INTO EGYPTIAN TERRITORY 
WITHOUT INITIAL’ EGYPTIAN PROVOCATION AND RESPONSIBILITY. 


(5) UNDERLY)NG EGYPTIAN-]SRAEL SITUATION 1S DETERIORATING TO 
POINT WHERE ADMON}TJONS AND CONDEMNATIONS MAY PROVE .}NEFFECTUAL 
AND STRONGER MEASURES REQUIRED BY TRIPARTITE-POWERS RE BOTH 
PARTIES IF GENERAL CONFLICT TO BE AVOIDED. 

LAWSON 
TT 


NOTE: PASSED OSD, ARMY, NAVY AND AIR 1173/55, NOON CWO/URL. 
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TO: Secretary of State 2 
NO; 459, November 3, 9 p.m. 


SENT DEPARTMENT 459, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO \79, 
JERUSALEM 56, BEIRUT 130, DAMASCUS 94, PARIS 113, 


GENEVA 25 
GENEVA FOR RUSSELL 


EMBTEL 451. 


In first official press release from Army spokesman.on Nitznan — 
action, announcement as well as subsequent Foreign Minister I 
fchl* made no (repeat no) mention of D/Z. ‘Army referred twice W 
to Nitzana area in Israel and Foreign Minister BEOROR Aes announ €q- 
ment made 6 references to "Israel territory". : Ci 


At least one newspaper MAARIV: (Indepe:ident) in writing its 
account of actions speculated these 2 announcements by inference 
meant henceforth GOI would not (repeat not) considér this area, 
setforth in jgaa* as "demilitarized", as such but in future 
would consider it as sovereign portion of Israel's territory. 


y ~ LAWSON 
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SUN . PRIORITY BETRUT, 37, PRIORITY CAIRO 97, PRIORITY DAMASCUS 42, A ® 
a PRIORITY LONDON 62, PRIORITY PARIS 62, PRIORITY TEL AVIV 115. = E 
OLI -UNTSO. has given following information regarding Israeli attack — 8 
El Auja area-last night. At midnight observers in D/Z were — * 


OCB ordered to get indoors. and remain there. UNTSO believes they aret 

USIA still "confined -to quarters". However, observers were able to se 

CIA’ (apparently through windows) following Israeli Mets leaving © 
area after shinai: 53 trucks, 39 Command cars;"l4 jeeps plus Ol 
artillery and 120 M.M. mortars. They also saw captured Egyptian 
materiel being moved away by Israelis which repovted as trek, ze 

trucks, 6 Cotimand cars, 3 Bren gun carriers, 11 "power wagons" ,one 

O M.M. Bofors gun, 157-M.M. anti-tank guns. UNTSO radfo trans- 
mitter* Beersheba can not, be heard account jamming its wave length. 
No interference UNTSO radio El Auja. : “‘ 


Egyptian officer has explained to observer reason for location 
there, .was solely tactical. He added that without holding par- 
ticular location involved position of remainder.company to whi 
platoon belonged would not be tenable. While naive, explanati 
apparently given quite seriously. 


Regarding Egyptian platoon previously reported across rete 
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' shad iin EL AUJA SITUATION WITH COLONEL HOMMEL UNTSO, CHIEF 


.FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT,. EXCEPT THAT THEY MAY NOT GO SOUTH AND 


“ON BASIS ISRAELI TRANSPORT SEEN BY OBSERVERS HOMME L. ESTIMATED 
_ THAT PERHAPS SOME (50 ISRAEL! TROOPS PARTICIPATED IN ATTACK. 
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FROM: JERUSALEM 
TO: Secretary of State 


NO: 141, NOVEMBER 3, 6 P.M. 


PRIORITY i Fa 


SENT DEPARTMENT 141; REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY AMMAN 63, 
PRIORITY BEIRUT 38, PRIORITY CAIRO 100, PRIORITY DAMASCUS 43, 


TQDAY.-" HIS-REMARKS PLUS SITUATION AS: KNOWN TO UNTSO 1600 
HOURS LOCAL TIME TODAY SUMMARIZED HEREWITH. 


AS FROM 1000. HOURS TODAY. ISRAELIS AGAIN ALLOW ING OBSERVERS 


WEST OF VILLAGE OF EL AUJA (NITZANA). EGYPTIANS NOT ALLOWING 
OBSERVERS MOVE FREELY IN THEIR AREA. ISRAELIS FIRING ARTILLERY 
INTO AREA FROM WHICH THEY DROVE EGYPTIANS LAST NIGHT, EVIDENTL@y 
WITH VIEW TO INTERDICTING IT TO LATTER, WHO ARE RETURNING THE 
FIRE. HOMMEL APPEALING BOTH PARTIES FOR "CEASE-FIRE." EGYPTI 


HAVE APPARENTLY NOT LODGED COMPLAINT WITH MAC. ‘GENERAL BURNS ( 
SCHEDULED ARRIVE JERUSALEM MORNING ipsa 6. | a4 


PRESENCE EGYPTIAN PLATOON WITHIN ISRAEL TERRITORY AS THAT 
SET FORTH FINAL PARAGRAPH CONTEL 139. HE IS UNABLE FOLLOW 
GOHAR'S REASONING THIS POINT SINCE APPARENTLY LOGICAL SOLUTION f 


HOMMEL SAID GOHAR GAVE oN WT BURNS SAME EXPLANATION FOR 


TACTICAL PROBLEM WOULD HAVE BEEN -TO MOVE COMPANY BACK SOMEWHAT & 


TO BETTER POS! TION AVAILABLE NEARBY. 
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FROM: NEW YORK 5:43 PM 7 A = 
Info a f zB 
RMR 10: Secretary of State Se ft, "| 
SS NO: 397. NOVEMBER 3, 5 PM ’ 
G 
SP [ 
ae PRIORITY 
_ RE PALESTINE - MYTELS 393, 394 AND 395. 


UCP  HAMMARSKJOLD CALLED MEETING OF US, UK AND FRENCH THIS MORNING 
ON LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN PALESTINE SITUATION. HAMMARSKJOLD 

oce SAID THAT IT WAS REGRETTABLE THAT BURNS AND’ HE HAD NOT BEEN 

USIA ABLE TO.PURSUE THE!R PROGRAM OF ACTION IN EL AUJA BEFORE 

CIA LAST NIGHT'S ATTACK, BUT THAT HE FELT NOW THAT YESTERDAY'S 

oo EVENTS MADE IT EVEN MORE DES,[RABLE TO PROCEED. HE HOPED THERE- 

‘NAVY FORE THAT HE COULD GO AHEAD WITH HIS LETTER TO ISRAEL AND 

2T2 EGYPT. BUT, AT SAME TIME, HE .COULD NOT ACT AS THOUGH NOTHING 
HAD HAPPENED. LAST NIGHT. HE WAS EXTREMELY CONCERNED WITH 
ISRAEL'S "GRAVE INTERFERENCE" LAST. NIGHT WITH UN OBSERVERS, 
AND CIRCULATED A DRAFT OF A NEW LETTER WHICH HE PROPOSED. SEND- 
ING IMMEDIATELY TO ISRAEL! REPRESENTATIVE. HE ALSO BELIEVED | 
THAT WITH-APPROPRIATE AMENDMENTS TO BRING IT UP TQ DATE, BURNS" 
PROGRAM OF ACTION RE EL AUJA SHOULD BE SENT BY HIM RORTHW ITH 
TO THE PARTIES. 


SSE 4 1/VPs' Pls 


COMMENTING ON HAMMARSKJOLD'S PROPOSALS, DIXON (UK) SAID HE WAS 

NOT SURE |T WAS NOW DESIRABLE TO CARRY THROUGH WITH ORIGINAL ! 

LETTER TO. PARTIES RELATING TO EL AUJA SITUATION. THAT 

LETTER HAD BEEN DESIGNED TO STOP WHAT HAD IN FACT HAPPENED 

YESTERDAY, AND HE FELT IT WAS RATHER UNREAL NOW TO SEND THE 

LETTER IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. HE FELT THAT WE -COULD=NOT 
OVERLOOK THE FACT THAT ISRAEL HAD TAKEN! THE SITUATIONS! 

THE!R OWN HANDS AND BELIEVED TAAL SOME CONDEMNATION 

PASSED UPON THEM. < 

| = 
CROSTHWAITE ADDED THAT REMOVAL OF THE EGYPTIAN eikeediers 
WHICH BURNS HAD INTENDED PROPOSING HAD NOW BEEN ACCOMPLISHED, 
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BY FORCE AND HE, TOO, THOUGHT THE BURNS PROPOSALS WERE NOW 
OBSOLETE» DIXON CONCLUDED THAT SC WOULD HAVE TO ACT IN 
SITUAFION, PARTICULARLY SINCE ISRAELI ACTION WAS NOT STRICTLY 
A RETALIATION AND HENCE ALL THE MORE REPREHENS|BLE. 


\ 
HAMMARSKJOLD REPLIED. TO DIXON THAT HE REMAINED VERY DOUBTFUL 
AS TO THE DESIRABILITY OF SC ACTION BUT HE FELT STRONGLY THAT 
A PROTEST FROM THE UN. TO THE ISRAELIS WAS A "MUST" FOR TODAY. 
HE CONTINUED TO FEEL ALSO THAT THE ONLY PRACTICAL COURSE OF 
ACTION LAY IN BURNS' THREE POINTS AS CONTAINED IN HIS PROPOSED 
LETTER. » 


AFTER CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION, BRITISH. AND FRENCH AGREED THAT ~ 
HAMMARSKYQLD SHOULD ADDRESS A LETTER OF PROTEST TO ISRAEL ON 
HIS OWN: RESPONSIBILITY AND THAT THE BURNS’ PROPOSALS, W]TH 
APPROPRIATE AMENDMENTS, SHOULD ALSO BE FORWARDED TO ISRAEL AND 
EGYPT. . THEY AGREED, LIKEWISE, WITH HAMMARSKJOLD'S PROPOSAL | 
TO ISSUE A PRESS RELEASE REFERRING TO-HIS ACTIONS. 


ALPHAND (FRANCE ) SAID THAT FRENCH FONOFF DID NOT FEEL THAT 
THREE POWERS ‘SHOULD MAKE DEMARCHES TO ISRAEL” AND. EGYPT IN 
SUPPORT OF BURNS' PROPOSALS FOR DEALING WITH EL AUJA SITUATION, 


IN VIEW ‘OF FACT THREE FONMINS:WOULD BE CONSIDERING WHOLE MIDDLE 


EAST QUESTION. HE DID NOT OBJECT. TO HAMMARSKJOLD SENDING 

THE PROPOSALS .TO-THE PARTIES, HOWEVER, .NOR DID HE OBJECT TO 
HAVING 1T KNOWN THREE POWERS HAD CONCURRED: IN DESIRABILITY 
‘THESE PROPOSALS "PRIOR". TO LAST NIGHT'S ATTACK. DIXON 

AGREED; THAT IF PROPOSALS WERE SENT FORWARD, THREE GOVERNMENTS! 
DEMARCHES WOULD BE DEFERRED FOR TIME BEING, PENDING DECISION 
AS TO -ANYvADDITIONAL ACTION THAT MIGHT BE TAKEN. 


| SAID | WOULD HAVE TO SUBMIT TO DEPARTMENT. THE) FINAL TEXTS © 
OF HAMMARSKJOLD'S LETTER TO ISRAEL AND HIS LETTER TO BOTH 
PARTIES CONTAINING THE’ BURNS PROPOSALS. | HAMMARSKJOLD ARGUED 
THAT HIS FINAL TEXTS WOULD. BE LITTLE DIFFERENT IN SUBSTANCE 

| FROM WHAT WE NOW HAD BEFORE-US, BUT DID FINALLY AGREE TO HOLD 
UP ISSUANCE OF TEXTS UNTIL AFTER WE HAD BEEN. ABLE SEE FINAL 
VERSION. AND RECE | VE AND * COMMUN | CATE WASH INGTON'S COMMENTS « : 


“CONFIDENTIAL 


CONF IDENT IAL 
-3-397, NOVEMBER 3,.5 PM PRIORITY FROM NEW YORK 
FINAL VERSIONS AS NOW RECE|VED FROM HAMMARSKJOLD HAVE BEEN 
TELEPHONED DEPARTMENT AND ARE CONTAINED IN NEXT FOLLOWING 
TELEGRAM. 
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In the review of this file this item was removed: because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 
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USDOCOLAND AND USDOCOSOUTH. } a § 
. | B 
FLO advises late last night Israeli forces drove Egyptian i — . 
forces amounting 1 battalion from Israeli territory in DZ. .. oe 
Casualties: Egypt, 50 killed and 40 prisoners including e ' 
two officers; Israel, 4+ dead and 19 wounded.. Israel troops ON 
didjnot go beyond DZ. and returned to base. after operation. Ol 
Comment: . All indications this morning point..to massive mob. 01 
; | F | 
IMS: BD ‘e . 
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FROM: USARMA ISRAEL 10:55 a.m /2 
TO: Secretary of State i 6 ogy 
NO: MAI 854, 031003Z (Army Message) ee | haat 
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NIACT | 3 
‘ o 
SENT DEPTAR FOR G-e INFORMATION USARMAS BAGHDAD,, BETRUT, CAIRO, O) = 
DAMASCUS AND ; STATE, NAVY, AIR; USCINCEUR; USNMR PARIS; NS 
USDOCOLAND AND USDOCOSOUTH . = be 
NOFORN. | OO # 
‘ NE 
Reference MAI 851. > 6 
F NS a 
Reconnaissancg and reports indicate heavy movements civilian bg 


and military vehicles including heavy and lighter trucks, tanker 
- busses loade@ with military persodnnel, tank transporters and 

prime movers during night two-three November. 
empty at O800 hours local time, but rapidly filling with 
newly-requisitioned vehicles. 


All’ motor parks 
Physical count of 300 Sherutim, 





Sge=1' 


_ 5O busses, and ’arge number civilian trucks at Ramatgan Park 
newly arrived; newly-mobilized Civilian heavy truck battalion 50 


Sherutim newly arrived Herzlia-Petuach temporar 
Gan Schlomo park now emptying, and military 1-16 ton truck 
battalion located south Rehovot departed, but empty park now 
Evidence further intent accumulate 
vehicles for possible use suggests mobilization reaching massive 
I estimated 1 division (3 brigades, 1 of which is armore 
ow vicinity Syrian border, 3 |divisions.(9 brigades) ‘1 of © es 
hich armored infantry division in southern Negev, 1 division “4 
3}brigades 2 of which armored) in control reserve. Sigheid Query..« 
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Egyptian forces ousted from Nitzana DZ formed part of regular 
‘infantry BI partly-.on ‘Israel territory and partly on Egyptian 
territory. Force organized in plat position entrenched with 
barbed wire. ‘Force supported by battery heavy mortars, troop 
6-PDR arty, 20 mm guns and weapons carriers. . 
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We have been’ informed by SYG that considerable 


Israeli forces are building up outside El Auja zone, 


(Acting) 


‘Info comes from General Burns! deputy. Please see E 
‘Israeli authorities’ immediately and remind them’ of a 
a 
‘ j o ? c 
. Secretary's admonition to Sharrett against resort: to - a! 
; military action. | ‘a 
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Action Control: 2446 5 ok 3 
wea : : Rec'd: November 4, 195p¢ a 3 ff 
ose FROM: Tel Aviv “ : 11:47 a. 3. x 
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TO: Secretary of State S & 0) § 

RMR 8 > ~ 

P ! oe . ‘ = 3 
39 NO: 464, November 4, 2 p.m. fh ee IL 

o> ° EF 

oP  20)p. os 

G PRIORITY ui a ‘ w 
| wd = > 

EUR SENT DEPARTMENT 464, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY GENEVA %, N® 
P LONDON 145, PARIS 115, AMMAN 67. BEIRUT 131, PRIORITY CAIRO 180 = 
DAMASCUS 95, JERUSALEM 57 i 

UOP . 8 

ce GENEVA FOR RUSSELL AS 
163] 


Top I arranged’ to see Foreign Minister,in: Jerusalem last night 
OCB following a social function. I de ivered message (DEPTEL 310) 
OTA regarding Secretary's admonition to Sharett with regs: d to 
OSD military action and stressed danger of such actiqn developing 
‘ into an area-wide conflagration. : 


Sharett then replied along following lines: When Secretary 
Dulles spoke ts tim on this matter, Secretary stressed pos- 
sibility of border incidents developing into.an uncontrolled 
situation. Shsrett recalled he had said to Secretary that 
if Egypt continued’ provocative acts on borders then Israel 
must do something about it., He saijd-when he spoke. to Secre- 
tary he had not (repeat not) known/that Eyptians at that 
time had penetrated into sovereign|Israeli territory. When 
he heard of this incident which involved the digging in of 
sizeable number of Egyptian troops .n Israeli soil, he was 
surprised that IDF had not (repeat not) thrown them out. 
On his return to Israel he’ said he inquired as to why such: 
action had not (repeat not) .been taken and IDF replied was 
waiting for “diplomati¢ processes to operate". However 
United Nations had insisted Egyptians withdraw, without 
results. UN had made this request not (repeat not) once 
but four times. Therefore Israel had to act. Had she not 
(repeat not) acted as she did, this penetrative spirit on ~ ry 
is part of Arabs would have spread.quickly and Syria might 
oo well have started similar policy and’Egypt might have made 
invasions at other poipts along border. He underscored. pointe 
that Israel had not réacted at once but had given diplomatic «iL 
processes time to operate. ; , ’ es 
. | , ks 
Sharett then commented that he, could! not (repeat not), binders tigad 
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Nasser's logic in encouraging such actions at this time. 
rarely he does not (repeat not) want war, yet he 
insists on creating tension whole time” he said. In 

reply to my statement there might be some possibility 

that Nasser did not (repeat not) order Egyptian troops 

to move into Israeli territory but that action was taken 

on authority assumed by local commander, Sharett was not 
(repeat not) convinced this was case. If it were, however, 
why had Nasser not (repeat not) announced it and withdrawn 
troops. Israel had taken exactly that line when one of its 
patrols. made an unauthorized crossing into Gaza month o two 
ago (EMBTEL 224). 


Comment: Although there may be something in Sharett's 
statement re IDF awaiting.diplomatic processes,’ this reti- 
cence does not (repeat not) appear to- have extended beyond 
October 28, when Foreign Minister sent "for the record” | 
letter to UNTSO, with partial mobilization beginning same 
evening. Neither does it explain Kuntilla operation ( 
423) of October 27 which was reportedly reprisal for attack 
on Israel police post previous day (EMBTEL 412). 


\ LAWSON 
RSP: LJ/12 | 
Note: Relayed OSD and USUN 4 p.m., 11/4/CWO JRL. 
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\ Info - , = 
RMR 10: Seoretary of State ‘ ; , oO 5 
y | at 
“38 NO: 465, November 4, 5 p.m. y KE 
G fs a 5 
SP a “ 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 465,° REPEATED INFORMATION CATRO 182, AMMAN 69, A ® 
EUR JERUSALEM 58, BEIRUT 132, DAMASCUS 96, PARIS 116, LANDON 146, DB 
10. GENEVA 27. : i Ne 
P ‘ 3 ‘ as 
UOP GENEVA FOR RUSSELL | my 
ND e t 
a) IDF Foreign Liaison Office informed USARMA morning November 4: ‘pe 


—obi-~ -~Night—passed with reiative quiet. One incident. Egyptian patrol 
of 15 soldiers attacked observation post at Nir-Yizhaq (near | 
ocp. Kah Yunis) at 0100 this morning. . Egyptians driven away with rifle 
uSIA fire. No casualties. Minor parts of equipments were found. 
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TO: Secretary of State > 
NO: 470, NOVEMBER 4, 9 PM Nye 


SENT DEPARTMENT 470, REPEATED INFORMATION GENEVA 29, LONDON 148, 
PARIS 118, AMMAN 71, BEIRUT 134, CAIRO 18h, DAMASCUS, 98, JERUSALEM 
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GENEVA -FOR RUSSELL 


IDF FOREIGN LIAISON OFFICER CHARACTERIZED CAIRO RADIOtS REPORT 
OF EGYPTIAN COUNTERATTACK YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AS COMPLETELY 
IMAGINARY. HE SAID THAT BY 4:30 AeM. NOVEMBER 3 IDF ACTION, 
WHICH HAD BEEN AIMED AT ELIMINATING EGYPTIAN TROOPS ENTRENCHED 
ISRAEL SIDE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY, HAD BEEN COMPLETED, THIS 
ACTION TO BE EFFECTIVE HAD ALSO REQUIRED REDUCTION EGYPTIAN. 
SUPPORTING TROOPS ON SABHA HILL WHICH EXERCISE HAD BEEN SUCCESS= 
FULLY CONCLUDED. SINCE 4:30 AsM.e NOVEMBER 3 NOT (REPEAT NOT) A 
SINGLE SHOT HAS BEEN FIRED. FROM EITHER SIDE OF LINE, BY-7:30\Ae 
ALL ISRAEL. FORCES HAD BEEN REMOVED’ FROM OTHER SIDE OF BORDER AND © 
ISRAELIS ARE NOW ENTRENCHED IN STRENGTH WITH REINFORCEMENTS ON 
ISRAEL ‘SIDE OF BOUNDARY, A FEW HOURS AFTER ISRAEL EVACUATION 
TO OWN TERRITORY EGYPTIANS REOCCUPIED SABHA. ISRAEL CASUALTIES 
ARE AS REPORTED EMBTEL 451 EXCEPT WITH DEATH AND WOUNDED COUNT 
1S NOW 5 DEAD AND 18 WOUNDED (CAIRO 870 TO DEPARTMENT}. 


IDF OFFICER CHARACTERIZED EGYPTIAN ALLEGATION COUNTERATTACK 
AND VICTORY AS HOPEFUL DEVELOPMENT FROM THE STANDPOINT OF, PEACE , 
BECAUSE NASSER MIGHT REGARD PRESENTATION HYPOTHETICAL VICTORY 
TO HIS PUBLIC AS SUBSTITUTE FOR ret RETALIATION, IDF HOWEVE 
"CLOBBER" -EGYPTIAN ARMY « 
SOURCE SAID IDF DID ANTICIPATE FEDAYEEN REPRISALS AND ADDED WHILE. 
ISRAEL. HAD MADE EXTRAORDINARY PREPA ATIONS FOR THESE THEY CONST IG 


COPY, IF CLASSI 


HUSPYUO,) sos u£03G S@Sh-LI/VPre" 











THE CONF IRMEs& TO. | 
CONE IDENTIAL ; ~ REPRODUCTION f _ 


This copy must be Sorenes to RM/R central files with notation Eetion takene 


CONFIDENTIAL 
-2- 470, NOVEMBER 5, 9 PM, FROM TEL AVIV 


THE CONFIRMED TO USARMA THAT OF MOBILIZATION EQUIPMENT. AND TRANS= 
PORT WAS MUCH MORE EXTENSIVE HERE THAN CALLUPS OF PERSONNEL AND 
ADDED THAT THIS WAS PRECAUTIONARY MOVE WHICH WOULD ENABLE IDF 1 , 
MOVE RAP IDLY IF SITUATION DEMANDED, & 


- COMMENT: SITUATION AT MOMENT APPEARS TO BE THAT BOTH PARTIES ARE 
IN VIOLATION ARMISTICE: ISRAELIS BY HAVING TROOPS IN D/Z AND 
EGYPTIANS BY HAVING TROOPS IN AREA PROHIBITED BY ARTICLE VIII 
PARAGRAPH 3 OF AGREEMENT « 
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JIDDA 2, PRIORITY LONDON 64, PRIORITY MOSCOW Js JMBDRS rae 
P PRIORITY PARI3 64, PRIORITY TEL-AVIV 118% | > E 
UOP . : «8 
OLI REFERENCE CAIRO'S Tel 870 TO DEPARTMENT UNTSO REPORT. ALL QuycT. — i 
ach EGYPT-]SRAEL FRONT SINCE 5 Ae NOVEMBER 3. CTILY ACUIVITY, “™ e. 
fern FOLLOWING ISRAELI MIGHT ATTACK WAS ARTILLERY TIRE -(CONTIL © 7 * 
CIA 141) WHICH TERMINATED QURING AFTERNOOM, GOR STATEMTIT: oO 
CHARACTERIZED AS “PURE ROMANCE." Ol 
CLE 
WDR-MEM oO 
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Action Control: 3929 ¥ 
NEA Rec'd: )VEMBER 53) 
» tts FROM: JERUSALEM ' , ; 7:51 . ALM, 
RMR . 10: . Secretary of State Be E 
Se, NO; 144, NOVEMBER 4, 6 P.M, el Bon 
: ; Sr / 
SP O |) 
C PRIORITY at 
EUR hE 
a SENT DEPARTMENT 144, PRIORITY TEL! AVIV 120 REPEATED INFORMATION: * © 
p PRIORITY AMMAN 65, PRIORITY CAIRO 102, PRIORITY GENEVA - > 
UOP° UNNUMBERED, PRIORITY LONDON 65, PRIORITY PARIS 65, ~ 2 
ND Xo 
eax DISCUSSED TEL’ AVIV'S TELEGRAM 53 WITH HOMMEL NOVEMBER’ }, . = 
OLI HE SAID PRIOR ISRAEL! ATTACK NIGHT NOVEMBER 2.EGYPTIANS HAD .TWO T 
COMPANIES !*®=O1ATE VICINITY FRONTIER, SOME ACROSS FRONTIER’ —° 
XCB_ AS REPORTED CUNTELS 135 AND 137 ACCORDING OBSERVERS’ BEST a 
STA HOWEVER, IN ABSENC® SURVEY AND CLOSE STUDY IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
"TA OBSERVERS. KNOW PI. ISELY WHICH TROOPS ACTUALLY OVER LINE AND 
WHICH JUST BEYOND. OBSERVER WAS POSTED BETWEEN ISRAELJ. AND . 
EGYPTIAN POSITIONS, PROBABLY FEW HUNDRED YARDS FROM LATTER AND 
. NEARER EGYPTIANS THAN ANY ISRAEL| PERSONNEL, EGYPTIANS WERE 
CONTINUALLY, IMPROVING ENTRENCHMENT THEIR POSITIONS INCLUDING 
PART ACROSS FRONTIER, MOREOVER THEY. PATROLLED FROM SUCH POSITIONS, 
THUS: INCREASING -SOMEWHAT ‘EXTENT THEIR PRESENCE D/Z; HOMMEL 
NOT (REPEAT NOT) AWARE ANY COMPLAINT ABOUT OVER FLIGHT BUT WICL 
] ADVISE SGON. AS POSSIBLE, o 
; 33 
ISRAELIS ALLC\.!NG OBSERVERS MOVE IN 1/2 EXCEPT |N VICINITY AREAS 
CCCUr 1ED BY THLIR FORCES, UNTSO RECE!V.:: REPORT AT 1400, | is) 
HOURS WOVEMSER 4 THAT ISRAELIS FIRED WARivING BURST FROM MACHINE-¢s 
GUN IN &:RECTION OBSERVER WHO APROACHING ONE OF THEIR UNITS. 1 
i y foo 
HOMMEL #S scx) 2TH PARTIES FOR "CEASE-FIRE" AS OF. 2206 2 OCAL TIME: 
NOVEMF-< 35 ISRAELIS ACCEPTED PROV'.ED EGYPTIANS REFRAINS? * 
FROM SHOOTING OR CROSZCING FRONTIER, &GYP* ACCEPTED PROVIDE- 
5/Z 1S \N- FACT TREATED IN ACCORDANCE GAA, HU MEL CONSIDERING - 
INFORMINC PARTIES HE CONSIDERS CEASE-FIRL IN EFFECT. = 
HEADED THAT, UNSYG 1S ADDRESSING LETTER TO PARTIES ON SAME O 
52388 CONF IDENT IAL .. COPY, IF CLAQSFIED 8 
PERMANENT PROHIBITED. 
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-2- 144, NOVEMBER 4, 6 P_M,, FROM JERUSALEM ° 


SUBJECT BUT CALLING SPECIFICALLY FOR LIMITATION PERSONNEL IN 
D/Z TO THOSE BELONGING KIBBUTZ PLUS THIRTY POLICE, ; 


IN ABSENCE ANY APPARENT REASON EGYPTIAN INSISTENCE IN MAINTAINING 
TROOPS ON iSRAELI SIDE FRONTIER HOMMEL ASSUMES THIS CONNECTED 


IN SOME WAY WITH CONTINUED PRESENCE ISRAEL! POLICE OR SOLDIERS 
IN D/Z; , 
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Action vl ~ Control: 2881 
i - Rec'd: November 4, 1955 iy 
FROM: New York | ) 11:35 p.ts. A 
Info ; > we 
TO: Secretary of State ¥ 
- NO: 400, ‘November 4, 8 p.m. ; 
SP | 
- Re Palestine, 
Ordonneau (France) telephoned this afternoon to inform us that 
P French. Foreign Office had now decided, contrary to its views 
0 yesterday, that 3 governments should make demarches in Tel Aviv 
OLI and Cairo in support of Burns' program re El Auja. After check 
; with Department we informed Ordonneau, Crosthwaite (UK) and 
Top Cordier (Secretariat) that Department would. instruct our Ambassadors 
CIA Tel Aviv and Cairo to concert with UK: and French Ambassadors { 
OSD for such demarches. Cordier said SYG would be highly pleased he 
and Crosthwaite agreed /inform Foreign Office immediately. - 
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16-L ; H Ww SHCRET *, 
Action Sd Control» 3135 es 
cer ! Rec'd: ' November G, 1995 > 

a From: USARMA Israel 11:41 a mi Ss 
Info ) , Spee SE 

To: Secretary of State sos * ey Pe 
‘ \ , 4 m 

‘ WO: MAI 857, OF L444Z (Army Message) fa = : 
<< _NOFORN . 2 Z s 
as _ SENT NIACT DEPTAR FOR G-2 INFO CINCNELM, COMSTALAPLT, NECIN 5 = 
c CONCUSAFE USARMAS BAGHDAD. BEIRUT, CAIRO, DAMASCUS, A —~RE- O & 
at ‘PHATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT STATE. ~] 7 
Lie, J .o 
= “Situation Report) ° Bp 
P nal Og 
UOQP Bgyphiau patrol 15 soldiers attacked OP at (08860770) 01.00 hours. A & 
ND, Driven off with rifle fire. Otherwise FLO declares no (repeat nop @: 
0 siots fired anywhere since cessation action DZ 0430 hours, 3 No-\. 4 
ae vember , ie 3 = ° 
Xu a ee 


B. FLO states’ no change disposition Egyptian forces, other than 4 
USIA changes Egyptian armor in position in life. 


Sv 


G. Senior FLO stated confidentially that mobilization of Isracligy 
equipment, transportation and materlel on relatively massive scale 
as precaution if large scale mobilization personnel should be 
mecessary, but mobilization of personnel more limited and sufficient 
to take care immediate requirements. Period cof watchful waiting. 

| Israelis ready and able to defeat Egyptian. forces if attacked. ~ ] 


v . None, ; a 


‘i : 
Ve 





\F, Israeli high. On basis confidential reports action in DZ Egypt © 
. | 
as 


Aircraft dispersed and camouflaged, some camouflage paiptedjat 
main esa eet base Hatzor/ Airdrome heavily protected by (2: 
Bofors 40 mm. 4 October from point one-half mile distant AIRA 
--| cpunted 3 Huragans, 8 Meteors, 30 Mosquitoes on ground. Moderate 
=fa¢tivity in traffic pattern. IAF staff officers cancel social 
ge 

n 


gements and visits bases not permitted. Believe attivity 


1 precautionary. This -item in this and subsequ sports 


: will be provided by AIRA except as otherwise stated. ae 
a or chat. | i" 
: ‘HL None. Signed Query. . = = 
i te a Q- 
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— FROM: Cairo % 7sDL Defi... , 
nto . 
RMR 10: Seoretary.of State Ss 
EUR NO 882, Woveniber 5, 3 p.m ° 
NEA 
“y SENT TEL AVIV 121, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 883 
1@)) 
eal, Re Department telegram 314, N , 
KK ' 
ban On November 4th UNRWA representative Gaza indicates total 9 : se 
ARMy Americans residing Gaza. Eight with Southern Baptist Hospital. w , 
NAvy Dr. James Young, wife and four minor children and Misses Annie A & 
AIR Dwyer and Caroline Cate, nurses. Mr. Cecil Barr CARE repre- > £& 
sentative. Barr now in Cairo will return Gaza shortly. On ™~ & 
November 3 UNRWA Cairo requested UNRWA Gaza by telephone to = » 
Suggest Americans open’ Gaza. , Code message by telephone ,; — 7 
was to "take a shopping trip".” This code message is the usual 1 
code for evacuation of UNRWA: &ependents. It is not known Ol 
whether any of the eight Americans have departed Gaza or rk Ol 
| they. considered request as originating Embassy. Cairo. Ol 
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FROM: Damasc 9:22 a.m. . 
Info 1 /) 
RMR 10: Seoretary of State ; 
ss NO: 451, November 5, Noon - pee . 
G ' £ E 
SP 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 451; ‘REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 107, CAIRO 156, : 
EUR JERUSALEM 38, TEL AVIV 102 o 
Io 
, USUN Tel Aviv's, 337 to Department ~ : 
P : : t 
UOP ’ UNTSO source November 4 said he has reliable information oO: 
SCA indicating: (1) Fedayin raids into Israel being directed rs u 
OLI from Syria; °(2).Headquarters for this activity is Egyptian >: 
Embassy, Damascus; (3) operations under control tian <j * 
OCB Military Attache Hamman; and (4) Fedayin penne largely =. § 
USIA : Palestinians trained in Egypt. =— 2 
CIA ; 
OosD Comment: No confirmation this report from any other local \ on? 
ARMY source. ee 
AIR oO 
NAVY MOOSE 
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NEA Rec'd: November Qs = 
FROM: USARMA el . 7309 a.m nee 
Info ° oe 
TO; Secretary of State. -" ) £6, 
sy NO: MAI 858, 051302Z November (Army Message ) | Pi “ 
SP a ~ 
C SENT NIACT DEPTAR FOR G-2 INFO CINCNELM COMSIXTHRLT USCINC , > 
EUR | USARMAS AMMAN BAGHDAD BEIRUT CAIRO -DAMASfUS ,CINC és 
IQ | FS 8604; STATE ba.cARTMENT Co 
USUN ms 
0; NOFORN | ! > 
Fi ; v ~s 
OLI Reference: DA 991493 a 
This Joint ARMA AIRA Situation Report. a 
C: No change anticipated, although retaliatory action O1 
initiated by Ryptian-Arab states possible. israeli O1, 
intelligence anticipates resumption Elhddayean terrorist : 
activities in near future. ~ Fedayeen 
KE: IDF has released 85 percent busses, 50 percent Sherutim 
ecently mobilized. No evidence release personnel or other 
- types vehicles. Signed Query. 
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Action i. ontrol: 2926 
1995 NOV | Rec'd: November 5, 1955 Joy 4 
hes FROM: USARMA Egypt \ 2:26 a.m. Egor 
nto . . Fe j e onDnu 
es TO: © Secretary of State e : 
gg NO! USARMA 1427, 0501172 (Army Message) ig 2 
G st i. 
- SENT NIACT DEPTAR FOR G-2 INFORMATION ARMAS TEL AVIV BG 
BAGHDAD, DAMASCUS, BEIRUT, AMMAN; CINCNEIM, COMSIXTHFLT ee 
EUR _ CINCEUR, CINCUSAFE DEPTAR G-2 NOW REPEATS . INFORMATION ws 
DEPARTMENT STATE. BR x 
USUN | > 2 
NC THIS IS JOINT MESSAGE. us 
oe 
; Reference: DA 991493 rae 
. ‘ .-) 
SCA A. According to press Egyptians recaptured Shebha by 1500 ~ oO 
OLI November 3 gene. tanks, artillery and aircraft. Supposedly O1 
USIA opposed by 3,00 Israelis. Last 24 hours reported quiet. 01 
GOE flew newsmen to.scene this A.M. ’ 
B. Soogreane to British ARMA bulk of armor still remains 
at Shallufa but-that all three squadrons 50th Cavalry Regi- 
ment (armored oars) now in East Sinai. Exact locations 
unknown. J 
_C. Another limited obiacsivety by Israeli appears likely. me 
D. In last two days engagement Egypt claims two hundred Cc) 
Isrselis killed end total ail Egyptians killed or : fae 
ee, 
t ba. Onekebicned SENS continues ‘vietntty Cairo no other - 
ey information. _ 
> ; ; 
S$ H. In contrast to Tel Aviv and Damascus reports no unusual ss 
A military preparations or activities noted in Cairo area nor f 
= signs of mobilization. .' 
7 Reference I.A. victory claimed 3 tarittens cannot be c 
firmed but appears to ring false. Doubt accuracy press @e- 
; leases. | = 
ea | ery / 2 hs, a @ 
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~ AMCONSULATE JERUSALEM cs h E| : 

. Pipookw agg o | 

Re Palestine ASU ia i 3 

es) 

You are requested to concert with your sini and French : 

colleagues promptly on joint demarche to Foreign Office Supporting = 

—: i 64 4 S0- “$55 0 |g 

General Burns! proposals transmitted to Cairo as Deptel 1, ! = 

| ; a . ; 

Tel Aviv as DEPTEL 4°1_.. You are to impréss upon Foreign Office at 

seriousness with which we view recent developments and importance = 

ee; 

we attach to prompt and complete cooperation with General Burns in g 

‘ carrying out his proposals. DEPT this morning called in Israeli = 

and ch aaa Ambassadors to conyey similar eLaihe, Text of press = 

as USIA telegram. i 
by release on these calls to follow/ ; te | 
a i an 
engi 
he 
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wr 


FOR GOVERNOR ADAMS FROM ACTING SECRETARY HOOVER 
Departient , of Stat swer to Congregenin Powell sno es 


ae be signed by’ the Presidents Suegest reply ‘along tring Lines frén 
someone _ i Denver: $UL ar 






are Dear Mr. Powell: EOE 
YAOOOUEEES in which you suggest that you might be able to ameliorate 
the present crisis between Egypt and Israel. Lt is thoughtful of you to 
offer your services at’ this time. 


QTE General Burns, who is the United Nations Truce Supervisor, has 


.. | recently returned te the Near Sask aC the authority of the 


SSSG-II/Vrs*rLe 


Security Council, ane made proposals to both Israel and Egypt for the purpose 


of easing the situation along ‘their ‘common border. . AS you know, we support 


HF 


fully the efforts of ‘the United Nations in this situation. i 


QTE In view of these developments I believe you will agree that the NN 





matter would be complicated if you were to proceed to that area. 


I appreciate your offer to assist and thank you for it. 
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A: FON disison Office, IDF reports following incidents : 


On 5 November an IDF patrol of four jeeps fired on with .SMG 
from Egypt PG near Ein Hashlosha (Gaza strip). Fire returned- 


no Israel casualties. . At 052230 infiltrators damaged *two 7, 
houses at Chemed 1448/1742 but no casualties. ‘Tracks led 
across Jordgn border. FLO believes not Fedayeen, but villagers¢q) 


| ee | No change other paragraphs. 
he | gs 
Safin ; j 
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THE WHITE HOUSE yi 
WASHINGTON | | 
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sof the Gildle sist. shroush contacts! 
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people ant havions surrouniling ts new stave of 
Israsl. Cur a2tion in recornizinae Israel ws nuech 
vO harty and certainly Lisresurizd the ris is of ~ 
those innocent veople who were driven from thsir 
nou@S aud infto the refusee cyups. Our present 

~aninirtrstion e@eorld Go sraut cood if .it vould 

ijerers for.» ive-study of that whole Situstion in 
the Unived jationg. It- is'nt a matter of polit es, wv 
it is s wattber of doing the risnt thing. the Jewish 
winority in/.the United States sust adt ve pvermitted 

to influence our pdlicy to the extent which os: Nave. 
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SP | 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 478, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 187, JERUSALEM 
EUR — UNNUMBERED,. USUN 16. ; 
NEA | 
- AFTER CONSULTATION MY FRENCH AND BRITISH COLLEAGUES DEMARCHE IN 
0 SUPPORT BURNS! PROPOSALS WAS MADE TO DIRECTOR GENERAL FOREIGN m 
OLI MINISTRY THIS MORNING AS PER iNSTRUCTIONS DEPTEL 322. FRENCH ~ 
AND BRITISH ARE MAKING SIMILA® APPROACH TODAY. EYTAN REPLIED s 
ces THAT IF GO! HAD COMMENTS THIS MATTER THEY WOULD BE CONVEYED TO ME | 
OSD TOMORROW. Wp K 
LAWSON ~ 
(MEM: REM 9 
os 
sal 
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Action Control: 4288 my : | 
NEA — | , Rec'd: November 8, 19$5 3 a = 
FROM: Tel Aviv 8:49 a.m. i ae 
Info . S ad 2 
RMR 10: Secretary of State , ve : ; 5 
af is 
ss NO: 479, November 7, 2 p.m. Kt vd : 
G , RE 
DE 5 ; e o 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 479, REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 149, PARIS 119g, w» 
EUR; AMMAN 73, BEIRUT 36, CATRO 188, JERUSALEM UNNUMBERED, , BAGHDAD if i 
L ' oO 
IO PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIR. . ; ike = E 
USUN — me fi 
P | Developments this: weekend indicate situation quieter.) Firstly. 4.2 
UOP partial mobilization ceased on Friday some older reservists Me 
O 





have returned home, buses and taxis have been released to : 
SCL civilian ‘economy and Army personnel were granted weekend . ol 
OLI leave, Additional Cairo reports of phantom counterattack ol 
victory over Israel plus Syrian report fictitious action re- 
OCB sulting capture 57 Israelis Lend credence to IDF thesis 
USIA  (EMBTEL 470) Nasser may be substituting hypothetical for 
“CTA | actual retaliation. While Israel continues to maintain 
OSD strengthened military poastine both in south and along Syrian 
ARMY border,,it is apparent that GOI considers possibility large 
scale Arab military reaction more remote possibllity than 
NAVY was case few days ago. Principal concern at moment appears. 
to be Nasser may send homicide squads into Israel. While 
there have been some indications Fedayeen activity, these’ 


appear. for moment to have, been limited to intelligence and 
sabotage operations. 
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Action Foes Control: 3619 
NEA \ 7 Rec'd: November 7, 195 
FROM: Jer em 9:17 a.m. "ogyp 
Info ; As co. Da 
TO: Secretary of State 7; > B, 9 
a 
ss "NO: °©146, November 7, 2 p.m. Loy - - Ei 
e, EUR 6 RF 
a SENT CATRO 103, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 146, TEL AVIV 122) e 
; ‘ wu 
" General Burns would be obliged if following message from—tim ag w 
could be passed to Kirkwood, Canadian Ambassador: Nw 
@ 
"Re my visit to see Mr. Pearson.. Expected arrive Cairo =~ E 
airport 1550.local time 10 November and leave morning 12: 1 3 
‘ a 
"Informed through Kidd that hotel reservations made. Would Pa S 
appreciate if appointments could be made for me to see UK . oa 
and US Ambassadors during my visit and afterwards Dr. Fawzi to 
follow up our conversations in New York." | 
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FROM. AMEMBASSY, MADRID hl2 Vh7a 


7 DESP. NO, 


TO : THE (OES OF STATE, WASHINGTON. November -7, 1955 ——— - 
} Aah : DATE 
/ a - _ 
: j . jee fA as { 


v2 EWR-E 


" Of: - 7 te S/A=7e 
SUBJECT: Soviets Seen the Madrid Paper as 
Thane Initiative in Near Egst 


















eo e ie I 
PVN Fy 
Commenting on the attack launched by Israeli troogg on <2” r 
November 3 against Egyptian forces in the vicinity of EL AUd&, 
the Madrid daily ‘says that it would be interesting to lajow w 
the intentions and objectives of the Israelis, "It ishindentable", ® 
the paper says, “that the attack took place at almost the exact > 
time when the new head of Government and Defense Minister of - - = 
Igrael, David BEN GURION, proposed to meet with Abdel NASSER and, —, 
if necessary, with the other leaders of the Arab countries, in ' 
order to reach an understanding. It is not strange that they 
‘assert in Cairo that the proposal ‘was a trick to divert attention Pe 
from the raion aes aes What are the Israelis seeking? oO 
Simply to show t they do not fear their enemies, in spite of 
the arms which the latter have received from the Soviet bloc? 
Or are they reall carrying out the preventive war advocated by 
the ultra-Nationalists? Who is interested in maintaining the 
dangerous. state of “tension in the Near Egst? Do the Tel-Aviv 
leaders wish to force the Western he mil to send them urgently at ‘ 


least defensive weapons, so that the Rererene balance of power may 
be restored?" 


According to ABC, the U.S. Department of State is seriously 
concerned, although Lt does not believe that the operations will 
lead to a full-scale war. It is uncertain as to whether it should 
push the idea of conversations between Israel and Egypt, or seek 
to bring the United Nations' peace-making machinery into play. 


Thus, concluded the papér, the Soviet bloc has once again 
succeeded in taking the initiative and in weakenti the position 
of the Western powers. Egypt is receiving arms, p 6s and sub- 
marines and training in their use, as well as the Bt bg of an 
East German economic mission. Israel is getting Russian orude 
oil and other combustibles, in exchange for citrus fruit and 
bananas. More importantly, it is letting iteelf be persuaded that 
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it would find a reorientation of policy. in the direction of the 
Kremlin, rather than that of the White’ House, to be profitable. 


For ‘the Ambassador: 






or Jf Embassy. 
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Action ; Control : 4823 ° ct Fe 
we P vu 
Tk bay, Pe AVIV ; Rec'd: NOVEMBER 9, 1955, FP ¢ 
Info 3:57 AoM. FY § 
TO: Secretary of State OF 'S 
RMR , a ~ = . 
38 NO: 485, NOVEMBER 8, 5 P.M, 4 \ ) RG 
.G : . j \ 7 w 
iC SENT DEPARTMENT 485 REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 150, PARIS 121, > Ss 
aR AMMAN 74, BEIRUT 139, DAMASCUS 99, CAIRO 190, JERUSALEM .61. Si 
' To ~ 8 
usun PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIR’ rat 
0. _— 
P |OF/FLO INFORMS US ARMA THAT AT 12:45 PM TODAY ISRAELI PATROLL 4 
UOP OF. 12 MEN IN TWO COMMAND CATS AND ONE JEEP MET EGYPTIAN INFANTRYO] 
art PLATOON 10 MILES NORTHWEST OF EILAT AT HILL 833 (MR 138-0895) 


SCA EGYPT.AANS OPENED FIRE AND ISRAELIS REPLIED, FIRE CONTINUED ONE 
HOUR WHERE UPON ISRAELI PATROL WITHDREW, 


OCB 
a UNATTRIBUTED PRESS REPORTS STATED THAT MONDAY TWO EGYPTIAN VAM- 
ae PIRE JETS VIOLATED ISRAEL AIR SPACE OVER EILAT TOWNSHIP, 
ARMY . 
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Action Control: 4215 
NEA ‘ Rec'd: NOVEMBER 8, 195 7 
FROM: JERUSALEM. - og AWM. ese P 
Info , Li . | RRSE 
RMR TO: Secretary of State pe r ry y 
38 NO: 149, NOVEMBER 8, 9:00 A.M. oe G 
G coat | , * ee O 8 
SP | ’ \ 7 Ps 
o SENT DEPARTMEN! 149, REPEATED. INFORMATION CAIRONLO5, LONDON ° E 
EUR 66, PARIS. 66, JEL AVIV 125, ° AMMAN UNNUMBERED al o 
- SAW GENERAL BURNS TODAY. HE PROCEEDING CIRO NOVEMBER 10 > & 
P| DISCUSS UNSYG LETTER TO GOE REGARDING AMEILIORATION BORDER a4 
UOP == SITUATION, ESPEC.LALLY COMPLIANCE ARTICLE 4, PARAGRAPH 3, = 3 
os GAA, ESTABLISHING ZONE FROM WHICH €uYPTIAN DEFENSIVE POSITIONS 4 ¢ 
TO BE EXCLUDED. BURNS SAID HE ALSO, INTEJS DISCUSS QUESTION 00. 
OCB FREEDOM MOVEMENT DENIED BY EGYPTIANS TO OMSERVERS, IN FORE- oO 
USIA GOING ZONE, AS WELL. AS- PROPOSALS SC RESOLUTIONS SEPTEMBER _ om 
CIA = 8 CONCERNING 500 METER BUFFER, AREA ALONG D/L GAZZA STRIP 
fe AND. BARRIER. ON LATTER POINT BURNS SAID. HE WISHED ESPECIALLY 
ATR DETERMINE WHERE EGYPTIANS WOULD. BE.WILLING| ERECT FENCES. 
NAVY HE COULD THEN RECOMMEND TO ISRAELIS THAT THEY CONSTRUCT 
SIMILAR FENCE TO COVER REMAINDER D/L. HE WOULD’ IN ADDITION 
TAKE UP WITH ISRAELIS ONCE MORE MATTER OF 400 METER WIDE | 
BUFFER AREA TO WHICH'THEY HAD PREVIOUSLY RAISED OBJECTIONS. 
BURNS SAID HE MAY ASK UN PROVIDE A FEW ADDITIONAL OBSERVERS, ©) 
ALTHOUGH THEIR USEFULNESS POSSIBLY DOUBTFUL IN FACE VARIOUS 5 
RESTRICTIONS WHICH PARTIES HAVE IMPOSED ON MOVEMENTS. - a 
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He asked that SS Acting Chief UNTSO Hommel make verbal agreement 


Dy 






" 



















CONFIDENTIAL 
Control: 4398 = 
Rec'd: Novemberss, . " 
FROM: Jerusalem | 11:16 “% . 
TO: Seoretary of State / x 
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! 


/ 
SENT DEPARTMENT 151; REPEATED INFORMATION GATRO 106, LONDesI 
PARIS 67, TEL’ AVIV 126, AMMAN UNNUMBERED ol 
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Colonel Hommel gave me following account of conversation he had 
with te wee: meeting at latters request November 4 


he was, acting on instructions from his superiors. 


with’ him to effect that activities observers in El Auja : 
demilitarized zone should be confiried to movements specifically 
authorized. by IDF, pgm Tekoah preuee that UNPSO had no need for. 
deteiled knowledge Israeli activities in zone. Since entry:into 
zone of military forces is per se a violation of the GAA informe 
tion on that point should suffice for UNTSO. However, Tekoah on 
indjcated willingness to go further by agreeing on his part that 
Israelis would themselves supply any information specifically. 
requested by UNTSO.. He pointed out that proposed arrangement 

as he outlined it appeared reasonable, especially in view circum- 
stance that Egyptians did not allow observers freedom of movement 
in’zone defined by Article 8 paragraph 3 GAA, but obliged them 
remain on main road. { 


Hommel replied to effect that any such agréement as Tekoah 


_ proposed was quite outside scope UNTSO terms of reference and) 2 


that he thought it would be logical to endeavor get Egyptians’ © 
ease restrictions on observers, rather than increase restrictior i 
imposed by Israelis. S 

ay 


Hommel said Tekoah evidently reflecting IDF pressures -on Foreign®. 
Ministry to head observers away. One IDF objection voiced by, ™ 
Tekoah was that observers radio reports to UNTSO sometime ‘had ae? 
effect of disclosing positions military units. Hommel repliec - oy 
that observers would hereafter send radio reports in code only, 
except that UNTSO would have to receive rights transmission 

such reports in clear language if violation of GAA being reported. 
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For Secretary from Hoover 





garding our draft statonsnt by President i is quoted below. 2 
. | We understand Sharett scheduled arrive in. Us Thursday morning o> 
November 10 and’ beiteve statement would be most effective iff Ol 
issued as.soon as possible. =< 

"ALL Americans have been following with doer concern the 
latest developments in bi Near East. The recent outbreak of 
hostilities has led to a sharp increase in tensions. These 
‘events inevitably retard our search for world peace. Inseearity 
in’ one region is bound to affect the world’as a whole. — 

"While we continue willing to consider requests for arms 
needed for legitimate self-defense, we do not intend to contri- 


bute to an arms competition.in the Near East because, we do not 








think this would be profitable to any participant in Buch a 
Ny stated Biss year that our goal a the Near East as else- 


where is a just pewaa. Nothing » 
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invalidates our basic policies, policies based on friendship for all | 
of the peoples of che area, 
"Ye believe that true security must be based upon a just. and reason- 
able settlement. The Secretary of State outlined on August 26 the 
contribution which this country was prepared to make towards such a 
‘solution. 'On that occasion I authorized Mr. Dulles to state that, | 
. given a solution of the other related problems, I would recommend ~~ 
that the U. 3. join in formal treaty engagements to prevent or 
thwart any effort by either side to alter by force the boundaries 
between Israel and its Arab neighbors. | 
"Recent developments make it all the more imperative that a 
settlement be found. The U: S. will continue’ to play its full part , 
and will support firmly the UN which has already contributed so 
markedly to the maintenance of tranquility in the area. I hope that 
pier nations of the world will cooperate in this endeavor, thereby 


ee significantly to world peace." 
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| Brite States Sone 


Lettexs from Rabbi Herschel Levine, President 
Willimantic’ Zionist District, 666 MainStreet, 
Willimantic, Conn., and Mrs. J irs, 
American Affairs Chairman, Li field County 

| Chapter of Hadassah, Torrington, Connecticut 


Re: situation between Israel and Egypt 
Respectfully referred to 
Honorable John Foster Dulles 

The Secretary 


hip | Department of State 


with thanks for such favorable consideration as 
the communication herewith submitted warrants, 


and for a report thereon, in duplicate to 


accompany retifrn of inclosure. 
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November 83 195% 


in reply refer to 
SEV ini i da 855 


‘Pincus, American Affairs Chsizman of the Litchfield 


‘Arab Isroel situation. 


Dear Senctor-Purtell: 


I refer te your communteaticn of November & 
enclosing letters from Rabbi Hergchel Levint, 
President of tha Willimantic Zicnist District of _ 
the Zionist Organization of America, and Mra. Jack 


County Chapter of Hadassah, Torrington, Cennecticut, 
concerning United States policy with regard to the 


Our Government is gravely soncerned over Sines 
Gevelopments in the Middle East and is che aa to 
give the most serious attention to this matter. In 
@ rosa? policy statene on August 26, Secretary 
Dulle. with the authority of the President. 
a saints an which vaula include a security guarantee 
sponsored by the United Nations. Subsequently, at 
his press conference on October 4, Secretary Dulles 
agein indicated Bam bope that such a solution gs 
be found, and: @isoussed the dangers of an arms 
im the area. In a statement on November 9, Peediaent 
Eisenhower indicated that the United States stands. 
firm on. the policy as stated by Secretary Dulies and 
reiterated that, "...given a solution of the other 
related probleus, I would recommend that the United 
States join in formal treat nts to prevent 
or thwart any effort by ei to alter by force | 
the boundari ies between 1ssesh dae ite Abab neighbors." 


There are enclosed copies of the statements of 
the President am the Secretary. I believe that your 


constituents 


The Honorable 
United States Senate. 


—_ 
SSS-LI/VrS*rLgo— 


William A. Purtell, ” . KD 
| ? | x 


/ 
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constituents will alse be interested in the enclosed 
statement of November 5 concerning the attitude of 
Be Government toward the hostilitics between Isracl . 
‘and Egypt. 


Sincerely yours, 


Florence Kirlin * oe 


ey Acting Assistant Secretary 
EneLosure 83 
‘y 1. Press releases nos. 


7, 589, and 638, 
2 copies of each); 


/ 2. Statement by the President 
Hovember 9, 1955 (2 copies). 


“~ 3. From Rabbi Levine and 
Mrs. Pincus A eaRerern + 
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L PRIORITY | ie, 


P SENT *QEPARTMENT 906; REPEATED INFORMATION. TEL. AVIV 
9) USUN 35 


ZF - AS INSTRUCT iONS CONTAINED DEPTEL 918 ARR: VED JUS? AS | 
CIA DEPARTING FORsLONG-SCHEDULED Y1S:}T WITH HiGH EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS 
OSD AND MEMBERS OF PRESS TO EARIS PROGECT NEAR ALEXANDR!A, 
APPOINTMENT W!TH FAWZi NOT POSSTBLE UNTIL LAST EVENING, 


FOLLOWING MY PRESENTAT{ON {N SUPPORT. SYG:AND GEN BURNS NEW 
EFFORTS DECREASE TENSIONS OF HIGHLY DANGEROUS SiTUATION, 
FAWZ1 RERL:IED ALONG FOLLOWING LINES: HE HAD HAD-LONG,. AND HE 
-THOUGHT, SATISFACTORY TALKS WITH BOTH SYG AND BURNS !N 
NEW YORK AND FELT THERE HAD BEEN UNDERSTANDING AND MEET ‘NG 
OF. MINDS OF AT LEAST FACTS BEHIND MANY POINTS AT iSSUE, 
AS REGARDS DZ,.HE FELT FACT THAT 'SRAEL WAS IN OCCUPATION 
OF DZ THROUGH ME4NS OF HER KIBBUTZ AND DISGU!SED POLICE 
WAS RECOGNIZED, JEGYPT HAD LONG PROTESTED THIS SITUATION, 
AS IT GAVE !SRAEf, NOT ONLY MILITARY ADVANTAGE BUT POL iT! CAL 
JAS WELL. EGYPTWAS NOT UNAWARE OF GRADUAL TAKEOVER OF DZ'S 
IN NORTH AND D!D NOT WISH THiS.TO HAPPEN AT EL AUGA, EGYPT, 
ON HER PART,; MIGHT BE ASSESSED GUILTY OF SHORTCOMINGS AS 
DEFENSiVE POSITIONS AROUND TWO THEIR OUTPOSTS PROBABLY 
EXTENDED SOME’ 10 OR 15 METERS ACROSS DEMARCATION LINE. 
(GEN. HAKIM AMER EXPLAINED THIS SITUATTON TO ME-MANY WEEKS 

| * AGO. HE STATED THAT TO MOVE BACK THIS SHORT DISTANCE WOULD 
PIT. THEIR POSTS ON THE WRONG’SIDE°OF THE HILL, THUS MAKING 
[T NECESSARY FOR THEM [0 GO BACK TO THE NEXT RIDGE CONS | DERABBE 
DISTANCE AWAY. THIS WOULD NOT LEAVE THEM WiTH ADEQUATE, : 
OBSERVATION AND PROTECTION OF COMMUNICATIONS: CENTER FROM 
WHICH STRATEGIC, POINT OF VIEW THEY BELIEVED IMPORTANT. F 
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FAWZ1 SAID THEREFORE EGYPT'S POSITION SiMPLE. THEY FELT BOTH 

SIDES SHOULD WITHDRAW FROM DEMILITERIZED AREA ALL MILITARY _ 

OR PARA-MILITARY FORCES, IF THIS WAS NOT POSSIBLE THEN HE 

SUPPOSED ONLY COURSE LEFT WAS THAT BOTH STAY iNSIDE AS THEY 

NOW ARE, AS REGARDS DEMARCATION flE HAD EXPLAINED iN NEW YORK 

EGYPT HAD NO OBJECTION TO DEMARCATION BY UN, © EGYPT WOUL!D NOT 
EVEN CARE TO BE PRESENT. HOWEVER, THIS MEANT DEMARCAT\ O's 

AROUND ENTIRE ZONE AND NOT JUST ALONG THE OLD ‘(NTER- 

NAT TONAL FRONTIER, |1SRAEL HAD BEGUN TO REFER TO THE ZONE 

AS ISRAELI TERRITORY AND THE DEMARCATION OF THE WESTERN BOUNDARY 

ONLY WOULD TEND TO CONFIRM IT. 

TURNING TO GAZA, FAWZI SAID HE HAD. VOLUNTEERED iN NEW YORK 
TO TRY TO OBTAIN EGYPT'S ACQUIESCENCE TO A CONTiNUOUS , * 
BARBEDWIRE OBSTACLE 50G@ METERS INSIDE {SRAELIi TERR! TORY IF 
THE UN AND ISRAEL WISH TO GO AHEAD WiTH SUCH A ‘PROJECT. 

THIS WOULD BE ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT EGYPT WOULD NOT BE. 
"REQUIRED" TO DO TIIE SAME ON HER SIDE OF THE LINE AND THAT* 
EGYPT*S ACQUIESCENCE, (iF iSRAEL-WiSHED TO GO AHEAD WITH THE 
PROJECT, NOT BE-MENTIONED IN ANY DOCUMENT. THIS) OF COURSE 

WOULD BE COUPLED WITH EGYPT'S ORIGINAL’ IDEA OF 'WLTHDRAWAL OF 
THe TROOPS A SPECIF!ED DISTANCE ON E!THER SIDE OF THE. LINE. 

HE AT FIRST ASKED THAT | NOT REPORT THAT HE HAD OBTAINED 
NASSER?S APPROVAL THIS PROPOSAL, BUT LATER SAID j{T WOULD BE 
ALRIGHT PROVIDED WE DID NOT PASS {NFORMATION TO [BURNS HE 
HAD PROMISED: ANSWER TO BURNS AND WISHED OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE iT 
TO HIM DIRECT WHEN HE VISITS HERE WITHIN NEXT COUPLE DAYS, 


COMMENT: THERE ARE OF COURSE PRACTICAL’ DIFFICULTIES WITH 
iSRAEL iN EGYPTIAN POSITION, BUT AM INCLINED TO: THINK WE 
GAIN NOTHING BY ATTEMPT ING SHOVE ASIDE QUEST{ON OF WHAT IS 
LEGALLY AND MORALLY JUST’ IN! SMALL ITEMS SUCH’ AS THESE iN 
FAVOR OF TRYING TO FIND SOME HALF-WAY POSITION BETWEEN ‘ISRAEL'S 
~ AND EGYPTiANS. NO ONE CAN;ARGUE EFFECTIVELY AGAINST FAWZ] tS 
CASE AS REGARDS THE KiBBUTZ AND DISGU!ZSED POLICE. EVEN THOUGH 
ISRAEL PROBABLY WOULD NOT EVEN CONSIDER THEIR WITHDRAWAL. 
NEITHER, HOWEVER IN MY OPINION wit over NOW ACQUIESCE IN ANY 
SOLUTION WHICH LEAVES ISRAELI MILiTARY PERSONNEL THERE, | 
- AS REGARDLESS OF LEGAL RESERVATIONS, ISRAELI PRESENCE IN DZ 
WOULD HAVE EFFECT SIDE-TRACKED: AND PERPETUATED, FAWZI'S 
POS!TION ABOUT DEMARCATION OF WHOLE ZONE iS LIKEWISE UNASSAIIY 
ABLE EVEN THOUGH ISRAEL WILL’ MOST PROBABLY STRONGLY OBJECT IN 
VIEW OF PRECEDENT IT, {WOULD SET FOR'DZ*S. OF NORTH WHICH THROUGH 
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YEARS SHE HAS PRACTICALLY TAKEN OVER, 


AS TO FAWZI'S PROPOSAL RE BARBED WIRE, AM INCLINED FEEL THIS 
REPRESENTS LITTLE ADVANCE BUT PLAN TALK TO BURNS WHILE HE 

IN CALRO ABOUT THIS AND OTHER ASPECTS OF PROBLEM, WE HAVE 
HAD SOME HOPE HERE THAT EGYPT MIGHT GO AHEAD WITH FENCES AT 
WHAT THEY CONSIDER TO BE TRAVELLED CROSS ROUTE AREAS AND THAT 
THIS MIGHT END UP TO BE 30-40 PERCENT OF TOTAL LINE. 

ISRAEL MIGHT. THEN CONSTRUCT MAJORITY OF REMAINING FERC AND 
BOTH SIDES ACQUIESCE IN UN CONNECTING UP VARIOUS SEG-iNTS. 
FROM PRACTICAL POINT OF. VIEW WE OFTEN THINK IDEA.OF FENCE 

OR EVEN FENCE ITSELF 1F CONSTRUCTED, MAY BE UNNECESSARY POINT 
OF FRICTION RATHER THAN OPPOSITE. 
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WIT: FURTHER REFERENCE. URTEL 53 UNTSO RECEIVED COMP 

THAT ON: NOVEMBER 1 EGYPTIAN AIRCRAFT PROCEEDING UP GAZA 
STRIP FAILED MAKE LEFT TURN PROMPTLY, THUS, VIOLATING ta ¢ 
AIR SPACE, UNTSO STATES. MACS-RECETVE NUMEROUS COMPLAINTS 
ABOUT SUCH MATTERS FROM ALL’ PARTIES BUT VERIFICATION USUALLY 
NOT POSS'!BLE, 2 


HOMMEL HAS NOW INFORMED ME THAT OBSERVER POST MENTIONED FIRST 
PARAGRAPH CONTE. 120 WAS ABOUT 500! YARDS FROM EGYPTIAN 
POSITION, | 

, | 


ea6-ti/vre- 


COLE O 
| A 
LFS rw 
3 
| : cr. 
F : 9 
= [oe ) 
Oo 
i 2 oP $ 
2 3 
f —' 4 “n 
rm = 
c 
= 
; QO 
ie fs , 
o ! REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
CONF | DENT 1 AL COPY, IF CLASSIFIED, IS 





IBITED 


PROH 
RECORD. COPY e This ey | must Sid returned to RM/R central files with notation of action takene 


tat 






. oO oe Tear. 
Department of State » 





i Vila 

Acti \ / 

nae Le —. Revd: OL tad 9, i9 
FROM: AMMAN ‘ 1:19 P.M 


TO: Secretary of State 





SS LNO: aa NOVEMBER 9, 9 Pe Me 


a 


BUR SENT DEPARTMENT 226, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 74, 
IO DAMASCUS 57, JERUSALEM 8, TELAVIV. 36, [BE RUT, LONDON 
USUN UNNUMBERED. . 


| 


UOP PASS ‘ARMY 





SCA . GENERAL GLUBB INFORMED. ME EGYPTIANS TAKING PALESTINE 
OLT FROM JORDAN FOR MILITARY TRAINING IN GAZA AND’ RETURN FOR rs 
Top | SABOTAGE, ALONG JORDAN-ISRAEL BORDER. SEE TEL ’AVIV'S 337 > 
OCB | TO DEPARTMENT. ©THE ARAB LEGION’ CONTINUES ITS AMAZINGLY — 
CIA EFFECTIVE: EFFORTS TO PREVENT ANY INFILTRATION BUT FRANKLY a 
OSD’. REALIZES THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF COMPLETE. CONTROL, ESPECIALLY - 
ARMY oF CIVILIAN-TYPE SABOTEURS DIRECTED FROM ABROAD. DEPARTMENT © 
ATR MAY WISH CONSIDER POSSIBILITY PERMITTING EMBASSY .TEL AVIV ot 
. DISCREETLY INFORM ISRAEL! GOVERNMENT OF CONTINUING, SINCERE 
\ LEGION EFFORTS. 3 


= ENT AND WE CAN EXPECT DETERIORATION OF BORDER SI TUAT IONE? ‘ 
ORDAN’ IF ISRAEL ADOPTS MEASURES THREATENTtED IN JERUSALEM! §2 ° 
us TO DEPARTMENT EITHER BECAUSE THEY (1) ARE SUCKED IN BY 
a ESE EGYPTIAN TACTICS OR (2) THEY WISH TO BE PROVOCAT | VE. mj 


sees Sacre RETALIATION BY ISRAELIS CAN ONLY BE TO GENERAL 


OM WHAT WE KNOW OF SITUATION HERE WE ARE: PREPARED TO BELIEVE 
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Senator Prescott Bush- requests following message be 
forwarded you. 


QUOTE The explosive elements of the present conflict 


Czechoslovakia, a satellite of Soviet Russia, endangers. tT 
only democratic state in the Middle East and creates a si¥ 


tion imperiling the whole free world. 


Modern and heavy 


communist arms, such as Jet planes and submarines, are inevi- 


tably followed by communist technic ins and soldiers who will 





form the nucleus of a red fifth co}umn in this vital area. The 





United Nations must continue’ and ihtensify efforts to avert 


new bloodshed, mediate the differences and restore stability 


Dist, * 
Desired 


to the troubled area. 


All of the free world hopes for, prays 


Sam for, and awaits a. peaceful solution of this situation. We 


mare the responsibility of making every effort. to secure it. 
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of Israel at her birth and in her troubled young years as a 


new member of the family of nations, we have an obligation 


‘to make certain that her borders remain inviolate and 
secure. MBIQUOTE | 


Department's reply refers Senator to your August 26 
address, October 4 press conference, Department's November 5 


> HOOVER 
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statement, President's November 9 statement. 
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gilt _ We appreciate information communicated by Glubb and hope he will, continud’ 
ys P supply it. We note in this connection that if USG becomes regular means of 
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P WASHINGTON, COFSUSAF WASHINGTON , USARMAS BAGHDAD, BEIRUT, CAIRO® 2 
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: Bb 
DEPARTMENT ARMY G-2 REPEATS ACTION STATE DEPARTMENT rf a 
P o 
JOINT SITUATION REPORT NO. 8 BA = 
NOFORN | o1 
(C):. Large number Sabbath leaves granted indicates rio major O1 
activity next several days. ‘ 
__(E): Qualified observers states very large dumps POL, mostly 
in "Jebricans", ammunition all types, other supplies exists; 
: many locations Negev area, despite substantial demoblization. 
% One such dump of very large size exists vicinity Beeri 103093. 
\ Such dumps indicate ability IDF resume initiative moments 
notice. ' Vr 
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SEVENTEENTH AF RABAT, CMDR SECOND AIR DIV DHAHRAN; DEPARTMENT a 
ARMY REPEATED FOR INFORMATION STATE DEPARTMENT. \ 
Joint situation report. No.8 + i 
C. No change expected E military railyards dark and empty last. Ol 
‘night small afternoon movemerit odds and ends suggests competion Ol 
unit outloading possibly field artillery regiment. 
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CIA In absence speci(te tilormation re Saroli's capabilities i. 3 
my ouly thought on proposed meetinre ts that Nasser appears ~ = 
DCL to have fairly clear understanding our position at present \ 
time and that Secretary may therefore not (repeat not’) consider Ol 
it necessary entail risk, always preserit when dealing with Oo 
someone new, that by misunderstanding or poor reporting . 
Situation might become confused. My present. thought is that 
Russell -migt, see Saroll, Leaving in aheyance meeting with 
Secretary until and if there appears he specific purpose. 
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\ \N . MIGHT BE REACHED IN ¥ TO 6 MONTHS EXCESSIVE, AND THAT IF IT 
“CAME PROBABLY FIRST 2 MONTHS MORE LIKELY, 
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FOR THE i 


HAVE, NO BASIS FROM HERE TO FORM JUDGMENT PROBABILITY ISRAELIS 
MAY ACT IN ACCORDANCE DEPARTMENT TELEGRAM 964, WHILE MAKING 
THIS RESERVATION CLEAR, TOLD SECRETARY IN PARIS IT MY GENERAL 
FEELING CHANCES SUCH I|SRAEL| ACTION PROBABLY ABOUT 50 PERCENT, 
ALSO STATED | FELT TIME ESTIMATE OF SOME PERSONS THIS STAGE 


WE HAVE SOME DOUBTS THAT NASSER WOULD TOPPLE NOW WITHOUT 
REALLY: DECISIVE DESTRUCTION HIS FORCES, 1!T WOULD HAVE BEEN 
EASY DURING PERIOD WHEN HE WAS HESITATING ABOUT ACCEPTING 


SOVIET ARMS, 
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‘IT |S PERHAPS WORTH REPEAT ING THAT JF ISRAEL TAKES SUCH 


ACTION WE BELIEVE IT WILL BE WIDELY INTERPRETED IN MIDDLE 

EAST. AS OUR RESPONSE TO SOVIET ARMS DEAL. AND THAT ISRAEL| 
ACTION EITHER SUGGESTED OR CONDONED BY UNITED STATES, IN 
SUCH EVENT UNITED STATES POSITION IN MIDDLE EAST WOULD BE 
VIRTUALLY UNTENABLE, WHILE USE OF FORCE DREADFUL TO CONTEM-— 
PLATE, BELIEVE IN END WE IN ALL IMPLICATIONS CLEAR, AMERICAN 
PUBL1C WOULD CRIT QIZE US FOR NOT DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE 
INCLUDING USE THIS ULTIMATE STEP, TROUBLE IS ISRAELIS WOULD - 
PROBABLY FEEL THAT THEY COULD FINISH JOB BEFORE WE COULD MOVE, 
IF THIS THE CASE, AND INTELLIGENCE SOURCES CONSIDERED GOOD 












IMvB*YLO 


aT 


bt 


anges 


Pi 


° . F j 
52397 ENOUGH , SUGGEST .WE MIGHT ‘CONSIDER SUPPLEMENTING WARNING REFERENCE g 
; USE OF FORCE BY INDICATION WE WOULD CLOSE. AMERICA AS ANY SOURCE ri 
Copy No(s) J | be 
: \? REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
Destroyed in RM/R - COPY, IF CKASSIFIED, IS 
PER NT tS F, 67-5 5 PROHIBITED 5; 
REC ‘returned to RM/R central files with notation of action takene — 


TOP SECRET - 


a 


=2- 934, NOVEMBER i2, 3 P.M, FROM CAIRO 


OF SUPPLY TO [SRAEL, INCLUDING TRANSFER OF CAPITAL. THIS WOULD 
NOT BE DONE DURING JUST FEW DAYS OF OPERATIONS BUT EXTENDED TO 
POINT OF LASTING DETRIMENT (THIS: OF COURSE*WOULD BE EXTREMELY 
DIFFICULT TO MAINTAIN), ANOTHER THOUGHT 1S THAT WE MIGHT 

SAY AS FAR AS WE CONCERNED SKE WOULD LOSE HER RIGHT TO? 
PARTICIPATE AS EQUAL’ IN PEACE SETTLEMENT, WE WOULD WORK 

ONE OUT WITH ARABS AND USE JALL RESOURCES OUR DISPOSAL 

PORCE HER: TO ACCEPT. IT. . - 
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BRITISH INTELLIGENCE REPORT DEPTEL 340 APPEARS TO BE DELAYED 
ACQUISITION INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY REPORTED BY EMBASSY. 


FOREIGN MINISTER SHARETT ON OCTOBER: 13, EMBTEL 359, STATED THAT 
NASSER MUST BE DESTROYED, DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT BEGINNING 
LAST SPRING WHEN EGYPTIAN FORCES APPEARED-TO BE EMULATING ISRAELI 
ACTIVIST: PRACTICES, DEBATE WITHIN, ISRAEL CABINET ENSUED WHETHER 
NASSER SURVIVAL ADVANTAGEOUS OR OTHERWISE, HOLDERS FORMER 

| VIEWPOINT HAVE CONSISTENTLY LOST GROUND AND LAST VESTIGE SUPPORT 
FOR NASSER DISAPPEARED WITH HIS ADOPTION VIGOROUS FEDA: YEEN 
ACTIVITY WITHIN ISRAEL LAST WEEK AUGUST AND THROUGH OTHER ARAB 
STATES IN SEPTEMBER, 


GST -|Ld LNRS LO 


ae : 
IDF MILITARY DOCTRINE EGYPTIAN PRESENCE SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM 
GAZA-DZ AREA AND SINAI DESERT ESTABLISHED AS BUFFER BETWEEN TWO 
COUNTRIES AS MEANS INCREASE ISRAEL SECURITY 1S WELL KNOWN HERE, 

WHILE THIS THESIS HAS BEEN SUBJECT BOTH GOVERNMENTAL AND- PUBLIC 
DEBATE, THERE IS NO (REPEAT NO) EVIDENCE THAT IT HAS YET BEEN 
ADOPTED AS GOVERNMENTAL POLICY, > wed 


ona 
ISRAELIS HAVE. BEEN HOPING INTERNAL FORCES IN EGYPT, POSSIBLY 2Z': 
AIDED AND ABETTED BY US WOULD BRING ABOUT NASSER'S DOWNFALL 4 
PARTICULARLY IF NASSER WAS TO RECEIVE SET BACKS AS RESULT OF | 
LOCALIZED MILITARY ACTIVITIES ALONG BORDER, THIS HAS NOT (REPEAT { 
52399 NoT) COME ABOUT AND ISRAELIS ARE, BIT NON-PLUSSED BY FAILURE OF _USG' 
F TO ADOPT MORE VIGOROUS POLICY TOWARDS EGYPT SINCE CONCLUS! ON = 
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-2- 496, NOVEMBER 12, 4 P.M, FROM TEL AVIV 


TWO SOURCES OF EVIDENCE WHICH POINT TO GOI RELUCTANCE INAUGURATE 
PREVENTIVE ACTION ARE: (1) REPORTED CABINET DECISION LARGE- 
SCALE MILITARY PROCUREMENT WHICH APPEARS TO MANY HERE AS 
ALTERNATIVE TO PREVENTIVE WAR IF. LT CAN BE EXECUTED AND (2) 
FAILURE ISRAEL ARMY TO UTILIZE LARGE-SCALE FORCE AVAILABLE TO IT 
IN SOUTH TO ENGAGE, EGYPTIAN DIVISIONS IN SINAI AT TIME OF 
RECENT NITZANA ACTION WHEN ISRAEL HAD GOOD PRETEXT FOR DOING SO; 
E,,’ PRESENCE EGYPT!AN FORCES ON ISRAEL SOIL, 


ALTHOUGH ABSENCE AFFIRMATIVE DECISION BY ISRAEL CABINET APPEAS aS 
‘TO STAND BETWEEN IDF AND LARGE-SCALE. MILITARY ACTION IN SINAI, 
GO| RELUCTANCE TO ADOPT SUCH MEASURE MAY BE OVERCOME BY ONE OR 
. (COMBINATION OF DEVELOPMENTS, FIRSTLY, ADOPT |'ON BY EGYPT OF NEW 
AGGRESSIVE MEASURES SUCH AS LARGE- SCALE FEDA YEEN ACTIVITIES 
WITHIN ISRAEL, SECONDLY, FAILURE OF ISRAEL TO OBTAIN FROM - 
WESTERN POWERS ASSURANCES OF ARMS SUPPLY WHICH WILL PREVENT: 
SHIFT BALANCE OF MILITARY POWER TO EGYPT, THIRDLY, WESTERN 
POWERS SUPPORT OF PROGRAM FOR TERRITORIAL EMASCUALT ION OF 
ISRAEL OF SUCH DIMENSIONS AS TO FORESHADOW ISRAEL'S EVENTUAL 
OBLITERATION, 


ISRAEL WOULD ADOPT POLICY OF PREVENTIVE WAR WITH GREAT RELUCTANCE 
AND ONLY IF THERE APPEARS TO BE NO (REPEAT NO) CLEAR ALTERNATIVE, 
- IN EVENT. SUCH ACTION IS DETERMINED EMBASSY REPEATS ITS BELIEF 
THAT IT WILL FOLLOW AN INCIDENT FOR WHICH EGYPTIANS APPEAR 
PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE, 
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L ei 
O  .  EYTAN DIRECTOR GENERAL FOREIGN MINISTRY YESTERDAY MADE FOLLOWING a 
Fie COMMENTS TO EMBASSY “COUNSELOR RE EMBASSY'S DEMARCHE AS PER DEPTEL 
| 322: 
IOP . ! ; 
CIA 1. IN CONVERSATION NOVEMBER 9 EYTAN TOLD GENERAL BURNS THAT IN x, 
OSD VIEW OF FACT THAT GOI ON FOUR DIFFERENT OCCASIONS HAD GIVEN AGREE- ~ 
MENT TO BURNS! D/Z PROPOSALS ONLY TO HAVE EGYPTIANS FAIL TO AGREE BS 
IT WAS NOW UP TO EGYPT TO GIVE ITS REACTION-FIRST. -IF EGYPTIANS o 
AGREED BURNS COULD BE ASSURED OF ISRAEL'S COOPERATION. x 
> 
2, EYTAN THOUGHT THAT IF THERE WERE SOME DIFFERENCES OF WiEW ~ 
TALKS COULD BE HELD BETWEEN TWO’ PARTIES UNDER BURNS* CHAIRMANSHIP, — 
THIS MIGHT BE PRODUCTIVE IF NASSER COULD FIND BETTER REPRESENTATIVE 
THAN GOHAR. AFTER ALL, THE’ KILOMETRE 95 TALKS HAD SUCCEEDED IN Jy 
MAINTAINING TRANQUILLITY ON GAZA STRIP FOR SOMETIME. nN 
, 7 ’ a 
COMMENT: GOI ENTHUSIASM FOR RESUMPTION TALKS MAY EVAPORATE a 
THEY LEARN- (CAIRO'S 906 TO DEPARTMENT) THAT EGYPTIANS PROPOSII 
DEMARCATION ENTIRE D/Z AND GAZA BARRIER TO BE 500 METERS INS] 
ISRAEL TERRITORY. 
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A 
USUN EL AVIV 124 JERUSALEM 54 g 
a: 2, . 
Pp SAW BURNS BRIEFLY LAST EVENING AFTHER H!S DISCUSS/ONS HERE 
_UOP . COMPLETED. . BELIEVE HE WAS DISAPPOINTED OVER EGYPTIAN STAND & 
OLT ON SOME OF MINOR {SSUES (DEMARCAT | ON ' OF ENTIRE BORDER OF DZ, 
Oct QUESTION OF FENCES, ETC) BUT IMPRESSED BY AND SYMPATHETIC S 
sta ° WITH GENERAL EGYPTIAN ATTITUDE. . MOST OF HIS DISCUSSION APPARENT 


5TA CENTERED UPON BROADER ISSUES THAN THE SPECIFIC !TEMS IN LETTER 
J3D OF SYG: . 
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NASSER, HAK!M AMER AND FAWZI, ALL TOOK LINE THAT THERE SHOULD 
BE A MORE FUNDAMENTAL SEPARAT!ON OF FORCES THAN MERELY BORDER 
MARKINGS AND. THAT ENTIRE AREA SHOULD RETURN TO STRICT OBSERVANCE 
OF GENERAL ARMISTICE AGREEMENT. THEY STATED THAT JSRAEL| 
FORCES WERE STATIONED THROUGHOUT THE "WESTERN FRONT" OF NEGEV 
(WITH STOCKPILING FAIRLY LARGE QUANTITIES) IN VIOLATION OF 

GAA, ARTICLE ROMAN KK\*PARAGRAPH 4. BURNS.FELT THAT BOTH 
NASSER AND HAKIM AMER APPARENTLY MADE FAIRLY CONVINCING CASE, 
THAT THEY DID NOT (RPT NOT) FEEL THEY COULD WITH THIS 
‘SITUATION SAFELY WITHDRAW THEIR OWN FORCES FROM THE PeEENSTSRE 
AREA WEST OF EL AUJA AS DEFINED IN ARTICLE ROMAN |! 1V¥ PARAGRARH 
3 OF GAA. IN OTHER WORDS BURNS CONS!DERS EGYPT IS ASKING ; 
FOR A STRICT RETURN TO THE SITUATION PRESCRIBED BY GAA WITH | 
POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF BEING WILLING TO {GNORE ESTABLISHMENT a 
KIBBUTZ IN DZ PROVIDED POLICE IN CONNECTION. TS=REWITH , oo 
BE BONA FIDE AND NOT (RPT NOT) EXCESSIVE. 
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General Burns has given me description his meeting GOE official 
gist of which contained Cairo's telegram 938 'to Department. 
However, as Burns had opportunity go more into detail today 
summary 1s set forth below. ; - 





Lif 


ok 
Nasser said that, basically Egyptians want peace, but that Israel 
attack on Gaza treebruary 28 and subsequently aggressions re- Oo 
present Israel effort to pressure Egypt into peace negotiations ¢y 
on Israel's own terms. a 


Nasser told Burns that. Egyptian forces have orders not (repeat 

not) to fire at individuals, and I-gathered, to exercise reasonag§le 
restraint about shooting along border. Nasser also said that ' 
subsequent piebting Auja area November 2 he "suppressed" desi 
Egyptian military for retaliation. Nasser evidently implied tha 
military authorities had wished send more "suicide squads" into 4 
Israel, but that he did not (repeat not) allow this. Burns en- ¢, 
deavored impress upon Nasser that violence of emotional reaction®_ 
Israel public to "suicide squads" almost certainly would lead 
further acts of retaliation whenever such squads sent. into Israeced 


' © 
With regard El Auja DZ Nasser said Egyptians want to have all: bound- 
aries DZ surveyed and marked, not (repeat not) just old inter- 
natipnal frontier. Burns considered such step as pointless, and 
presumably mere stalias tactic. With respect police in DZ Nasser 
not (repeat. not) satisfied with their presence there since in his- 


opinion they constitute military force. He is willing acquiesce 


in existence Kibbutz in DZ for time being, Howqver, this question 
will be raised in SC in due course. He evidently did not (repeat 
not) desire make an issue of the police at thif time, so er 
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2. 156, November 14, 5 p.m. from Jerusalem, 
their number “reduced to 30. 


-- Burns pointed out that if Egypt expected obtain reduction forces 

in DZ as mentioned above, then Israel would doubtless insist on 
withdrawal of Egyptian forces pursuant Article 8 paragraph 3 

GAA. Nasser replied by referring Article 7 GAA as reported Cairo's 
telegram 0°38. 


With regard SC resolution September 8, Fawsi told Burns Egyptians 
would "close their eyes" if Israelis wished build fence 500 meters 
from vorjer their side, but owing attitude Arab States GOE could, 
not (repeat not) collaborate in building it nor agree to mention 
of matter in any document. ; , 


Burns said that nothing of especial significance developed from 
his interview with Ben Gurion November 9. Latter voiced same 

- Opinions ‘on situation as have appeared in the press. Burns 
remarked that evidently Ben Gurion is expressing willingness 
"live up, to his own interpretation of the armistice." Burns 
seeing Eytan tctay primarily in endeavor make some progress 
‘toward settling El Auja questions. 


In Burvns' view there is reasonable chance for improvement in 
situation if things can be kept quiet for a time. He expects 

to proceed. Amman November 15 see Glubb (DEPTEL 60 to Amman). 
? COLE ‘ . 
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| POR OVER WEEKEND IDF-FLO ANNOUNCED FOLLOWING INCIDENTS: >& 
| USUN ? \8 
( 0 1 NOVEMBER 10 DURING EARLY EVENING AUTOMATIC FIRE DIRECTED 4 
ts AT BORDER POLICE PATROL AT KHIRBET AD DAIR, NO CASUALTIES. [oS 
. = 
| aes 2.» EVENING 12-13 NOVEMBER HOUSE BLOWN UP AT ROSH HAIN, KL 
NO CASUALTIES. oO 
; OCB oO 
~ USIA 3. NOVEMBER 11 SHOTS FIRED AT HERD OF CATTLE NEAR EIN 
CIA — HASHLOSHA. 
OSD 
ARMY ; 
‘ Navy 4. NOVEMBER 14 SHOTS FIRED AT BORDER POLICE PATROL VICINITY 
AIR NAHAL OZ. 
COMMENT: NUMEROUS ROAD BLOCKS OBSERVED BY EMBASSY, DURING 
WEEKEND, ALLEGEDLY SEARCHING FOR FEDAYEEN, | 
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Hon. JOhn Foster Dulles : , = 0, , ct 
Secretary of State oe co ee 

Washington, D. C. . (l es ST: pen 

= Ses fy SF 
My dear Mr. Secretary: | : o ‘S nus R 2 
is a4 3 ~ ' 

ry Bd : 

No doubt you receive more advice than is~useful: ee 
on the Israeli-Egyptian difficulty. May I nevertheless take ak’ 
the liberty of calling your attention to my over-all. statement ok. 
of policy, prepared. for you a year and a half ago, at your g 
request. I enclose a copy. wae 

Provided the objectives stated in this proposal a 
are acceptable, the American answer on the Near East is con- C j 
tained in the first few paragraphs. Either a war between Ei 
Israel and Egypt and such other Near Eastern nations as might 3 
be involved would be a threat. to the security of the United . A 
States and/or nations to whom we are committed, or it’ would ef 
not. If it would not threaten our or their security,we e- 
Should remain neutral, although always offering our good oO 
offices. _ 

~< 


: If it would threaten our on their security, we 
should demand submission by both sides of all issues to arbitra- 
tion, notifying both,sides that whichever refused arbitration 
would),in case of war, find itself at war with the other nation 
“and the United States as well. Such war would be, fought to the 
quickest possible victory by all forces of the Un ted States, 
and inasmuch as we have no ulterior motives or desires anywhere 
in the world, we would be willing to submit the peace settlemefy ‘ 
after victory to arbitration, provided no other ‘great, powers to 
intervene. : \| ~ 


. 


_ 

| Ta 
Still slowly recovering from coronary attacks ofS 

more than a year ago, I want to pay tribute to your tremendous Or 

energy on behalf of your couhbrymen, and to the fact that you Ny 

have done as well as you have in saAtuations, and with policies, 

both of which I found déscouraging. | SN 
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In a Kepublic, all policy must be a runetion fr the public consent. We, 
the undersigned, therefore submit to our fellow-citizens. 


A PROGRAM TO GOVERN OUR FOREIGN RELATIONS.. 


The independent sovereignty of the United States must forever remain 
the ultimate objective of American foreign policy. This objective can best 
be attained in a peaceful community of free and sovereign: nations, guided 
in their relationship by minimum standards of law and equity. To this end, 
it is the hope of Americans that governments be conetituted to derive their 
lawful powers from the consent of: the_ governed, and that peoples everywhere 
enjoy the dignity and freedom which is their grant from the Almighty. 


As such a world develops, should breaches of such minimum standards 
threaten its security, the United States would @dicate its leadership and 
its power to enforcing just settlements alone or in co-operation with like- 
minded nations temporarily willing to act under its leadership. Under other 
circumstances the U.S. would maintain neutrality. 


The greatest present obstacle to the attainments of the above stated 


objectives is the existence of the Communist Dictatorship, and its world 


agencies. Our aim must be to eliminate this menace, if possible without 
war. 


Specifically, we propose that the Government of the United States: 


l. Mobilize the strongest possible deterrents to war--military, 
nei oniaiie cit political and economic. 


2. ” Return to thosetraditional American policies which susteined us 
in the past, especailly: a 


(a) The policies recommended by Pres. George Washington in 
his Farewell Address. 


(v) The Monroe Doctrine. ; 

7 (c) The Open Door Policy as defined in the 9 Power Treaty of 1922, 
3. Exterminate the Communist conspiracy in the United States. 
4, Withdraw atin re from the Soviet Union and its satellites. 


5. Employ all marina to sap the economic peXeRREE, of the Communist 
world. , 
6. Scrupulously observe present military alliances; ltuhere such 
alliances are in truth honored by our contracting allies), and form new 
alliances only for the period of the emergency. 


7. Extend military and economic aid only to cooperating allies. 

8. Wage unremitting psychological warfare. against Communist Kamin. 
including aid to effective anti-Communist exile, underground, and nee etenes 
groups. a 


9. Return to Open Diplomacy, itteans where military security imposes 
secrecy. . Bea 


10. Press for the expulsion of Communist mémber-states from the U.N. 


Reform the U.N. by removing all semblance of a permanent military alliance 
and separate it from ite specialized agencies. Amend our Constitution to 


provide that neither the U.N. Charter, nor treaties, nor covenants, shall 
supersede it. 


11. Base American Foreign Policy solidly on Moral Law, Patriotism, 


Enlightened Nationalism and Christian Principles. 


copy for Deputy Under Bese etary of State a" Murphy 


becember' 5, 1955 


Hon. John Foster Dulles 
Secretary of State 
Washington, T. C. 


Dear Mr. Tullee: 


Thank you for sending me five of your speecher, 
plus one by Under-lecretary Hsever and two by Under-Secretary 
Surphy, 26 a mesne of settling my argument with our ssshington 
newspaper friend «s¢ to whether this nation hae a foreign policy 
or not. 


| From each speech I have excerpted words which, 
in my Opinion, make policy pronouncements. As your speech of 
September 22,\1955 before the U.N. Assembly contained no policy 
statement not included in the others, I have omitted it in the 
interest of brevity. The excerpts from the other 7 speeches 
ar@ attached hereto. — 

q 
Having done this i then took the Foreign folicy 

Statement signed by 70 Americans one ceverieor in the N.Y. 
TIMES, Washington POST and other Prom thet edvertisement 
I out the extraneous quotations, leaving ving only the Pulicy State- 
ment. On a separate sheet I have placed your comparable state- 
mente (or Mesrre. Hoover or reurphy’ 8) under the same paragraph 
number ings . 


In 1945 Gen, George c. Merehall or Congress that 
the U.S. was so powerful that, slone, we could asevure our security 
in the world. In 1955 hie successor, ‘dm. adford hee dee lared 
that, slong, Amerion faces destruction, 


Congratulations on your press statement of Nov. 
29th ‘nistsen the Democrats to debate foreign policy. It is my 
hope that the two enclosed statements (yours. and the one I signed )/ 
may develop uninhibited but constructive criticism of policies, 
rather than of individuals, administrations or parties. 


With kindest regards. 
| . Very sincerely yours, 
AK :@d 


cc: Bach person named . 
To press for release Dec. 12th. Alfred Kohlberg 


» ' 
EXCERPTS FROM SPEECHES 


SECRETARY JOHN FOSTER DULLES: 


Address before National Four H Club Congress, Chicago, November 29, 1954 


** eesthe goal of our foreign policy.,,.is to enable yau and me and our children to enjoy in peace the blessings of 
liberty,.,.International Communism threatens both peace and liberty."* 


“‘Our nation will react,,,,to the outrages against our citizens,,,,our first duty is to exhaust peaceful means,,,. 
rather than resorting to war action such as a naval and air blockade of Red China,,,,.We hope,,,.that they (the 
Communists) will renounce the effort to rule the world bysseforce, intimidation and fraud,"* 


, 


““Veeewe must remain vigilant....to meet both the military risk and the subversive risk and we do have such 
policies,"’ : . 


** eesthe, greatest contribution we can make to peace is to be ready to fight,,..military preparations,,,.will de- 
ter war,"' : 


* * seeftiendly relations with many other countries,,,,the common defense includes many areas outside the U.S, 
. eeeeIn some cases the local forces,,,,are larger than local governments can support, If so we help out,"’ 


‘‘Western Europe,,,,requires special protection, It gets it by NATO,"’ 
* ‘,eeeit is our policy to support vigorously the U,N,"* . 


“The Latin American countries are vulnerable to Communist subversion,,,,This Caracas Declaration greatly 
protects this hemisphere against Communist gubversion,"* 


** eeeAt the Manila Conference,,,,both Western and Asian participants joined in a Pacific Charter,.,."" 


*‘ seesthe U,S,,,..has the most capital available to help develop other countries, We must find a way to put it to 
work,,,,President Eisenhower's plan for putting atomic energy,,,.at the peaceful service of all mankind."’ 


‘*Liberation normally comes from within,,,,.Developments clearly portend the change at some time,,..'! 


‘‘seeeconferences with the Soviet Government,,,,to find out whether the Soviet Union will sign the Austrian 
Treaty,,..talk seriously about uniting Germany,,,,limitation of armaments,,,.."" 


‘‘seeethe U.S, is the world's greatest power not only materially but spiritually,"' 
“The Peace We Seek"' - before Y.W.C.A, January ll, 1955, New York, N.Y. 


‘*Peace,,..implies inner tranquility.,..To the orthodox Communists,,,,peace,,,.means a state of enforced con- 
formity...."" ; 


“If that system,,..can be made worldwide, then, they argue, thee will be an end to war,"' 
4 


** «esbetween Great Britain and Egypt....there is peace in the true sense,,,,between Italy and Yugoslavia,,,,a true 
peace has been achieved,"’ : 


** eeethe peoples of Europe.,..federal union,,..we can have good hope,,,,will be consummated,,,.peace in the lofty 
sense of that word is in fact within man's reach,"' 


‘In this country there is a vast urge for peace, We ended the fighting in Korea,,..to develop collective security 
«eeeenlightened economic policies,,,,extend good offices to promote acts of peace elsewhere,"' 


‘ 


‘'This struggle for peace cannot be won by pacificism or neutralism or by weakness,...Aggression is deterred 
only by an evident will and capacity to fight for rights more precioys than is a debasing peace,"’ 


** jeeto deter war and save peace we may have to be ready to fight, if need be, and to have the resources and 
the allies to assure that an aggressor would surely be defeated,"" 


Department of State Pub, 5874 - April ll, 1955, ‘Principles in Foreign Policy,'' Address to All-Jesuit Alumni 
; , Dinner, Washington, D.C,. 
‘National action should always reflect principles,,,,.More than immediate political expediency, 





**eeeif peace is the absolute goal, then surrender becomes inevitable,,,.face the great dilemma of when and 
whether ‘to use force to resist aggression,,.."" 


**...eany problem in any part of the world ramifies into almost:every part of the world," 


** e008 nation situated as is ours needs to follow a consistent and predictable course,,,.,Our policies MUBteeee be 
dependably embraced by our own people, and,,,,reflect a decent respect for the opinions of mankind,,,,only prim 
ciples which conform to Moral law meet that specification,"’ e 


Council on Foreign Relations, N.Y. - August 26, 1955 


‘'The Middle East'’ ‘‘....problem of the Suez Base has been successfully resolved,"' **,,..tragic plight of the 
900,000 refugees....pall of fear that hangs over Arab and Israel people alike.,,,lack of fixed permanent bounda- 
ries,"" : 


ae . ‘ 


‘‘I speak in this matter with the authority of President Eisenhower,"' ‘ 


1, ‘U.S, would participate in loan to Israel to pay Arab refugees; also aid in water and other projects for 
resettlement,"’ ; ‘ ‘ 


Zo: ese join in formal treaty....to....thwart any effort,,,.to alter by force the boundaries,,.."" 


3, *‘seeeShould be prior agreement upon what the borders, are.,..U.S. would be willing to help in the search for 
a solution,,,,"" _ si? ‘ ' 


4. ** sethe status of Jerusalem, The U.S, would give its support to_a U.N. review of this problem,"* 


\ 


j EXCERPTS FROM SPEECHES 
UNDER SECRETARY HERBERT HOOVER, JR, 


Los Angeles World Affairs Council, Los Angeles, Cal, - Ma 23, 1955 = ‘Some Aspects of our Far East Folicy:* 





‘In last few months,,...creation of the Western European Union,,,,entry of ,,..Germany into NATO,,,,Soviet’s 
sudden offer of an Austrian state treaty,,,.may really mark turning of the tide of history,”’ 


“It took 7 years to bring Western European Union,,,.10 years,,.:for Austrian independence, 


“The Chou En-lai proposal'* ‘ 


‘.eeewe would like to hope..,.the Chinese Communists,,,,will permit a lessening of tensions,,..we shall not.... de- 
part from the path of fidelity and honor toward our ally, the Republic of China,.,,(we) welcome the possibility 
of peaceful settlements, If,,..the Chinese Communists have adopted a change in tactics, it will be added vindi- 
cation of our foreign policy,"* y \ i 
1 ad oy . 

‘In the Far East as, in Europe,...free countries have become increasingly conscious of outright Communist ag- 
gression as well «undercover subversion,,,,Some have tried to find security in,,,,neutrality,...We do not 
question their right,,,.But we feel their position is a mistaken one,,.."" 





*“A second group,,..do not wish to become involved in aggressive military action, Their central objective is 
their own defense,"" : Lr 

‘‘Formosa"’ ‘*,,,..Formosa is vital to the defense of the whole Pacific area,,.,we limited our agreement to the 
defense of Formosa and the Feacadores,,,,They were put in the possession of the Republic of China in accord- 
ance with a solemn agreement entered into during World War II,...we are not legally committed,...to Quemoy 
and Matsu,,,.the U.S, has proposed that there should be a ceasefire in the area,,,,We want peace in the Facific 
sesethe face we turn toward the Pacific is as important as the face we turn toward the Atlantic,"’ 





**Japan"* ‘'The U,S, is making every effort to help Japan increase her trade with other parts of the world,"* 
““Vietnam"’ ‘',...we have been and are continuing to support the government of Prime Minister Diem,"* 

*‘Burma"™’ «eto advance the cause of peace with justice and freedom,,,.principles of the U.N, Charter, our 
respect for treaty obligations and international law,,,,fundamental human rights and dignity of the individual" 
are our common principles, ‘‘,,..Burma’s approach to the external Communist menace in ‘Asia is different 


from our own,..."" % 


‘*sseinsistent Asian demands for economic improvement should,,,,be carried out primarily by the efforts of the 
people themselves,"' 





*'Conclusion’' We shall not succeed ‘'if we attempt to combat Communism by appeasement,,..we should not 
engage in aggression,,,,.we must proceed from a position of firmness and strength, with a full appreciation of 
the realities as they exist in the world today,"' . 


UNDER SECRETARY ROBERT MURPHY 


\ 
before Foreign Policy Association, Pittsburgh, Pa,, May 5, 1955 ~- *‘Our Policies in Asia** 





*‘sesswhat President Eisenhower has called for, the courage to be patient. We can be slow to anger, as Secretary 
Dulles has recommended,"' 


**4,0Ur policy,...i8 designed to protect and promote the security and welfare of the American people,.,.by assi- 
sting friendly nations there:to build up their strength,"' 


* *...searly in our history,...By the Monroe Doctrine we announced that we would not tolerate further European 
colonization or permit the extension of despotic political systems any place in the Western Hemisphere,,..at 
the time we were about 50 years short of being able to back it up,"* 4 


**.eeeWe threw in our lot against the carving\up of China,,,.Filipinos.,,.their independence,,,.refused to counte- 
nance,,..Japan’s imperial rule over China,,,,made liberation of Korea,World War II objective,...By 1945.... 
Asian Nations,,,.looked to us for leadership,,..The encouragement of nationalist aspirations,,,;has been our 
consistent policy in Asia,,,,The Manila Pact and Pacific Charter.,,,binds eight nations,,,.against direct agres- 
sion and indirect subversion,,,,"* : 






“*We have ourselves reached military aid agreements with Turkey, Pakistan and Iraq and,,,,[ran, There exists 
the Balkan Alliance.,.."" 


* ‘We are for freedom, the dignity of the individual, and better standards of living everywhere,"* 


** «cornerstones of our Asian policy: encouragement of legitimate national aspirations, collective security 
against aggression and subversion, economic and military assistance to the free nations with which we are 
allied,,,,to promote our own national security and the best interests of our people.,,.part of the good alliances 
eseeiS the ability to disagree within the framework of mutual trust and mutual need,"* 


before International College of Surgeons, Philadelphia, Pa,, September 14, 1955 
**.«.0ur foreign policy,...objective is...the welfare and security of the American people,"", 


** Obviously human freedoms should be restored in the vast areas where they are now denied,.,,vigilance in,,,, 
subversive activities,,,.of international communism,"' 


**The keystone of our foreign policy is collective security,,..through the U.N,, NATO, the Rio Pact, the Ancus 
Tenty,the Manila Pact and many bilateral arrangements,,.,"" 


**,eesthe fundamental principles of our policy should be firm and predictable,,,,Our collective security under- 
takings,,..are working partnerships," 


** wwe do not believe that relaxation of tension,,.,permit(s) of the scrapping of programs for,,.,self defense, 
nor,...to tolerate covert aggression by International Communism nor...sthe injustices of the status quo, 


““China"’ ‘‘Our policy against recognition of (Chinese People’s Republic) continues,,,,.we also oppose (its) 
seating in the UNevee’? . 
H - 

“*Middle East’' ‘‘W¢ have interests in many areas of the world where the U.S.S.R, is of secondary concern, 

‘Such area is the Middle East,,,.the Administration would recommend American assistance to énable Is- 
rael to pay compensation which is due to the Arab refugees, and in development programs,,,.join in formal 
treaty engagements to prevent,,,,.any effort by either side to alter by force the boundaries,,,.The Northern 
tier for defense of the Middle East,,,.and.,,,the Balkan Pact,,.."" 7 

\ ° 
**ambassador Lodge presented,,,,.President Eisenhower's Geneva proposal for aerial inspection,,,.for the 
Soviet Union and U.S, to exchange a complete blueprint of military establishments,,.,"" 
| 


\ 


¢ 


’ 





A. IN A REPUBLIC, ALL POLICY MIEST BE A FUCEON oF — COMSEMT. WE. THE GNDERSIGHED, eR AS TH TO OUR FELLOW-CITIZENS 


A PROGRAM TO GOVERN OUR FOREIGN RELATIONS 


A. The independent sovereignty of the Unierd> 
States must forever remain the ultimase objective 
of American foreign policy. This objective can 
best be attained in a peaceful community of froc 
and sovereign nations, guided in their relanionshap 
by minimum standards of law and equity. To thes 
end, it is the hope of Americans that poverm- 
ments be constituted to derive their Lwtul 
powers from the constat of the governed, and thar 


shous wiht Ss kr gue fost ie; Alonighey. 


C.. As sech 2 world develops, should breaches of 


seach sememeen standards threaten its security, the 
Unieed Scaers would dedicate its leadership and 
i powcr to caforcing jest setticments alone or in 

with bke-minded nations tempo- 


f xatily willeeg eo act under its leadership. Under 


other Gecemsmzeces the U. S. would maintain 


c mcenciay. 
peoples everywhere enjoy the dignity and free- Jr) The greaerst present obstacle to the attainment 


of'the above stated objectives is the existence of 
the Communist Dictatorship, and its world agen- 
cies. Our aim must be to neutralize, isolate, reduce 
and eventually eliminate Communist Power. This 
policy of firmness does not mean we favor pre- 
ventive war. Nevertheless, our enemies should be 
set on notice, that—however grim the prospect— 
we will not shrink from war if the Kremlin forces 
us to choose between conflict and surrenpler to 
Communist slavery. 


Specifically, we propose that the Government of the United States: 


L Mobilize the strongest possible deterrents to war—military, psychological, political and 
_ economic. 
2. Return to those tradztiemal American policies which sustained us in the past, especially: 
« The policies recommended by President George Washington ig bis 
Farrar Address. 
6. The Meuvee Dectrine. 
€ The Opes Door Pakiy wx defined in the Nive Power Treaty of 1922, 
3. Exterminate the Communist comspiracy im the United States. 
Employ all measures to sap the ecowomic strength of the Communist World. 


Scrupalossly observe present military alliances (where such alliances are in truth honor t, 
by our contracting allses), aud form ew alliances only for the period of the pc 


Eaten mir ad ems nly eoprtig ai ' 
Wage surcmitting psychological warfare against Communist regimes, including aid to 
effective anti Communtst exile, amderpround, and resistance groups, based on the principles 
of the Geldex Rale. 

9. 
10. 


Retura to Open Diplomacy, except where military Security imposes secrecy. 


Oppese alll actisetécs which tend towards a world state, super-government, or the transfer 
of decisions for Americas security and welfare to foreign powers and/or foreign nationals. 
To this end, press for the expulsion af Communist member-states from the U. N. Reform 
the U. N. by <i semblance of 2 permanent military alliance and separate it from 
its speci ses. Amend car Coustitution to provide that neither the U. N. Charter, 
wor treatses, ner covenants, shall supersede it. 


Base American Foresgu Polscy soludly ow Moral Law, Patriotiom, Enlightened Nationalism : 


and the Teachings of Christ. ¢ 
Col. Ulius Loais Amom, Gibson Iden, 362. ‘Dc Willies Ler Hie. Sem Anemia. Tex. Commodore Prederick G. Reinicke, New York, N. Y, 
‘Miss Robley Baskerville, San Diag, Cal. ameed Di Hides, Brseety Fadia Cai De. E. Merrill Root, Richa > tae 
Congressman Alvin M. Bentley, is Gennge S. Schuyler, New York, N.Y. 
E. Manchester Boddy, Pauma Valley, Cal. Jacioce, Cafornis ‘Timothy P. Sheehan, Hlinois , 
Lt. General Lewis H. Bececson, Wieser Park, ic. Rex Aduinel LC Jobers Lagees Beach. Cal Igor L Sidoesky, Bridgeport, Conn. 
Basil Brewer, New Bedford, Fain, Okie. ‘William Philip Simas, Washington, D. C. 
padre nny vt MV. Ketenbern, Mew Youk 0 Y¥. (Congsemmen Lawrence H. Smith, 
james Burnham, Gan ‘SMGbesaber_ Wis, Congsemman Wint Smith, Kansas 
Major General Claire L. Chcanenic, Taipei, Taieun Mice Vouk, EY : 
Dr. Kenneth Beeamee, EL Beshemndins Mesitens Bias Laer Wathingsoe, OC Admizal William H. Scandley, Cal. 
Admiral Charles M. Cooke, Sonos, Cal. mre J. Barina Rex, Usd ‘Haslem Melville Steely, Jr., Danville, Ill. 
Ambassador James H.R. Ceomweil, Washingem, D.C. Willi ach, Maschemer Bt EL De. J. W. Storer, Tulsa, Okis. 
‘Thomas J. Cute, Washingson, D.C. LB Lending Leg Mich Ie. General George E. Winter Park, Fla. 
Hoo. Charles Edison, West Orange, M. J. Exgeer Igem, Firemen, NM. Y_ Ambasador J. Leighton Steuart, Washington, D. C. 
General Bonner Feller, Washiagun, D.C. (Cheers Mmiean, Semeth Beck Send Miss Predu Utiey, Washington, D. 
Rev. James W. Fiteld, Je. Los Augeies, Cal. Aedniighe: Sicwigun, Devexiy Hilbs. Col Col William E. Warner, Columbus, 
Devin A. Garrity, New York, NM. ¥. Rachie Machel Siew Yaak. MY. Le General Albert C. Wedemeyer, New York, N.Y. 
James H. Gipson, Kasha j Gi bate B. Meek, Wedge, D.C Robert H. W. Welch, Jr,, Cambridge, 
Ralph W. Gwin, New York VO. Once, Gor Beak, Bee Beig. General W. H. Wilbur, Highland Park,’ 
J. Evers Haley, Canyon, Texas Wa EF Beer Chcgn BE ‘Charles A. Willoughby, New York, N.Y. 
Admiral Thos. C, Hart, Shason, Coma: Peo dl. Redeemed, Bareingtoan Alo Admiral H. B. Yarnell, Newport, R. L. 
Major General Frank %. Lowe, 2r. Jotem Des Pasuan, Weitimare, Bd. De. Roscoe Pound, Boston, Mass. 
atone ee SR ees, we weg. Mr Hebert K Vogeler, New York, N. X. 
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| POLICY STATEMENTS FROM STATE DEPARTMENT ss gece 
ea IE 


\ (Sec, Dulles,’ Nov, 29, 1954, Jan, ll, April 11 and Aaiipt 26, 1955; Under Sec, Hoover, May 23 
1955; Under Sec, Murphy, May 5 and Sept, 14, 1955. Paragraphs lettered and numbered for 
comparison with Policy Statement of Committee of Endorsers,) es 


A: # eet nation situated as is ours needs to follow.a consistent and predictable course,..,Our policies muSt,... 
be dependably embraced ‘by our own people, and,,,.reflect a decent respect for the opinions of mankind,,,,"" 
? 
B. **.4e0ur foreign policy.,,.,objective is ....the welfare ‘and security of the American people,,,,to enable you 
and me and our children to enjoy in peace the blessings of liberty,,,,to advance the cause of peace with justice 
and freedom.,,..we are for freedom, the dignity of the individual, and better standards of living everymbereieve 
This struggle for peace cannot be won by pacificism or neutralism or by | weakness,.,,The U.S, is the world's » 
greatest power not only materially but spiritually,,,,.The encouragement of nationalist aspirations,,,,has b@en > 
our consistent policy in Asia,,...the peoples of Europe,...federal union,,,.we can have good hope,,...will be cpn- 
' summated,,.,.peace in the lofty sense of that word is in fact within man's reach,...extend good offices to prbmote 
| _ acts of peace elsewhere,’ 


Cc. ‘*The keystone of our foreign policy is colle ctive security,,,.through the U.N,, NATO, the Rio Fact, the An- 
zus Treaty, the Manila Pact and many bilateral arrangements,,,,any problem in any part of the world ramifies 
into almost every part of the world,,..friendly relations with many other countries,,,,the common defense in- 
cludes many areas outside the U,S,,,,.collective security against aggression and subversion,,,.We have interests 
in many areas of the world where the U,S.S,R, is of secondary concern, One such area is the Middle East,... 
the Administration would recommend American assistance to enable Israel to pay-compensation which is due to 
the Arab refugees and in development programs,,,,join in formal treaty engagements to prevent.,,,any effort by 
either side to alter by force the boundaries..,,.The Northern tier for defense of the Middle East,,..and....the 
Balkan Pact,,.."' 


D ‘International Communism threatens both peace and liberty,,..To the orthodox Communists ....Peaceses. 
means a state of enforced conformity,,,,if peace is the absolute goal, then surrender becomes inevitable,.,.face 
the great dilemma of when and whether to use force to resist aggression,,,,.the greatest contribution we can 
make to peace is to be ready to fight.,.,military preparations,,,,will deter war,,..Aggression is deterred only 
by an evident will and capacity to fight for rights more precious than is a debasing peace,,,,to deter war and 
save peace we may have to be ready to-fight, if need be, and to have the resources and the allies to assure that 
an aggressor would surely be defeated,"’ 


1, ‘‘,...We must remain vigilant,,..,to meet both the military risk and the subversive risk and we'do have such 

policies....we do not Believe that relaxation of tension,,,,permit(s) of the scrapping of programs for «+» sdlf de- 
fense, nor,,,,to tolerate covert aggression by International Communism nor,,,,the injustices of the status quo, 

«sewhat President Eisenhower has called for, the Hen to be patient, We can be slow to anger,,,,our policy,, 


«i8 designed to protect and promote the security and welfare of the American people,..,by assisting friendly ne 
tions to build up their strength,”’ 


Qa. ------ 

b. ‘‘seeearly in our history,.,.by the Monroe Doctrine we announced that me would not tolerate further 
European colonization or permit the extension of despotic political systems any place in the Western : 
Hemisphere,,,,The Latin American countries are vulnerable to Communist subversion,,,.This Caracas 
Declaration greatly protects this hemisphere against Communist subversion," 

c, ‘‘we shall not,.,.depart from the path of fidelity and honor toward our ally, the Republic of China,... 
Our nation will réact,,..to the outrages against our citizens,,,,our first duty is to exhaust peaceful 
means,,,..rather than resorting to war action such as a naval and air blockade of Red China,,.,.We hope 
eeesthat they (the Communists) will renounce the effort to rule! the world by....force, intimidation and 
fraud,...We threw in our lot against the carving up of China,,,,.Filipinos,,.,their independence,,,,refused 
to countenance,,,.Japan's imperial rule over China,,,.made liberation of Korea World War II objective,” 


4, “Our policy against recognition of (Chinese People’s Republic) continues,,..We also oppose (its) seating in 
the U.N..e(we) welcome the possibility of peaceful settlements, If,,.,,the Chinese Communists have adopted a 
change in tactics, it will be added vindication of our foreign policy,,,,Ambassador Lodge presented,,,.President 
Eisenhowér's Geneva proposal for aerial inspection,,,.for the Soviet Union and U.S, to exchange a complete 
blueprint of military establishments,,,,conferences with the Soviet Government,,,,to find out whether the Soviet 
Union will sign the Austrian Treaty,,,,talk seriously about uniting Germany,,,,limitation of armaments,..."" 


5, n-ne F “ 


(6, “Western Europe,,..requires special protection, It gets it by NATO,,.,to develop collective security,..." 


7s. “‘sesethe U,S,...has the most capital available to help develop other countries, We must find’a way to put it 

to work,,..President Eisenhower's plan for putting atomic energy.,,.at the peaceful service of all mankind,,.. — . 
enlightened economic policies,,,,economic and military assistance to the free nations with which ‘we are allied 

eeeeIn Some cases the local forces,,,,are larger than local governments can support, If so we help out,,,,insis- 

tent Asian demands for economic improvement should,,,,be carried out primarily by the efforts of the people 
themselves,,,,At the Manila Conference,,,,both Western and Asian participants joined in a Pacific Charter,,,, 

The UB. is making exery effort to help Japan increase her trade with pther parts of the world,"’ 


8. We shall not sacceed ‘if we attempt to combat Communism by appeasement,,,,we should not engage in ag- 
_gression,,..we must proceed from a position of firmness and strength, with a full appreciation of the realities 
as they exist in the world today,...Obviously human freedoms should be restored in the vast areas where they 
are now denied,...vigilance in,,,,subversive activities,,,,of international communism,,,.Liberation normally 
comes from within,,..Developments clearly portend the change at some time,,..Formosa is vital to the defense 
of the whole Pacific area,,,,the U.S, has proposed that there should be a ceasefire in the “area,...We want peace 
in the Pacific,,,.the face we turn toward the Pacific is as important ps the face we turn toward the Atlantic.... 
The Manila Pact and Pacific Charter,,,.binds eight nations,.,,agains direct aggression and indirect subversion 
sseewe have been and are continuing to support the government of Prime Minister Diem,"’ = 


9. ‘part of the good alliances,,.,is the ability to disagree within the framework of mutual trust and mutual 
need....Thus we agree to disagree but work together in the U.N, and Colombo plan,"* 


10, ‘‘seeeit is our policy to support vigorously the U.N,"" . ' , 


ll, ‘‘National action should always reflect principles.,..More than immediate political expediency,,,.,only prin- 
ciples which conform to'Moral law meet that specification,,,,principles of the U.N,Charter, our respect for 
treaty Bbiigations, and international law...sfundamental human rights and dignity of the individual are our conmineg 


principles,"* \ 
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In reply refer to ewe 
SEV 674, 84A.11-1555 ) 1986 


Dear Mr. Corbett: 


I trust you will excuse the inadvertently lonzc 
delay in acknowledging the receipt of your letter of 
November 15 a grep your community's interest in 
the Arab-Israel dispute. We appreciate very much your 
‘interest in informing us of the discussion of this 
matter in y community and in making your views 
available the Department. 


Perhaps you would be interested in the enclosed 
material concerning United States Pome with regard 
to the Arab-Israel dispute. 

Sincerely yours, 


For the Acting Secretary of State: 


NN 
*’\ 
“~\ 
NE : 
John P. Meagher eS : 
~~ 


Chief 
Public Services Division 


losures: | 
Selected material. _ i 
d ; 
\gne Reverena |. he V/G-OR 
Gordon : Corbett, y ' AGG P. 
jfhe Presbyterien Church, MAR 4 


/ |. Glens Palis, New York. 


\ 
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 


The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 
File Designation 


Date 2 ; . 
From Han COC k ' 
To Merchan 


In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 





restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 
available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrasn 


because it contains: 
JA Security- Classified Information 
j : 


CT] Otherwise Restricted Information 
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NEZ , Rec'd: Wovwnar Y7SN955 
FROM: ©: rccniem ; TRA is tidy ; hoa 
Info ! “5 i § g i 
RMR 10: Secretary of State “uw Ee” 
ye ae 2 i fy? | Ev 2 
{ 4 ' 
SP sont, Nee ie 
C SENT DEPARTMENT .-S, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 73, CAERO : ms = 
EUR 1 ONDOS . PARTS 7O, TEt. AVT. BETRUT, DAMASCUS, J1DDA AD >. th 
To UN i FREN oe Bok ‘ w wo | 
USUN , si se 
P Re Geraatem's 15a. a) m bd 
uOP = & be 
re) Have dislcusne : visit Catpos with Grail am Lucas Anezti carr he. fi 
OLI roiitiest! Whit nocampants: 7 BurHs at Thee sing ie a4 
ot) Pause srs Pe Tes FU shih gabstaut Lally e 
iop® al | eam 
a I Was gaived tapeesston that Egyptians will not (repeat. not) o 
OSD woers Par ome cesoval of Ene Khobutgz firanm Bi Auja D/Z,, since oO 
ARMY t hs myst tare would ber canmnected in SC wil. h.. the blockade of oO 


NAVY Gaif of anise. GOF is iwi (repeal not) keen on having latter 
AIR emp Lae Popes Pati. 


2”, Reyes feat whi not (wepeat not) Lnsist thelr a, that al 

. boundar'.s af D/Z should be marked. While Lucas not (repeat >t) 

} _ @aWare their precise mo* Ives, ‘he ASSUMES Egyptians trying cast =p; 
dowht Israei? claims "sovereignty" over D/Z. 


wae 


2 

3. GOE more vertiously concerned existence in D/Z of Israeli =. 

"police". ‘They realize "police" are in fact. members GOI o 
Armed Forces. Generai Burns now has doubts about wisdom 

ris acquiescence tn Israelis stationing police .there. — me 

© 


A. Presence Egypt. fan treops In zone opposite El’ Auja D/Z 
“¢ (Article 8 GAA paragraph 5) 1s reiated to presence Israeli 
troops in area west of line througn Beersheha within Israel 
contrary +o (Ar (article 7 GAA. Genera. Amer Said that Egypt 
LZ will not (repeat not) evacuate, the ' Gon -datentive position" 
facing Ei Auja D/Z unless Israelis remove all other than 
defensive forces from the “western front" under Israeli. © 
COMPTOL, as provided by GAA. Amer expressed opLntion that Ass 
uniest Israel meets ypiian raquirements (1.e. compliance <, 
article 7; plus return to situation existing before entry 
Israeli Armed Forces and police El Auja D/Z) any arrangeneus - 


* Hat _ such as ee ae 


, 


REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 


) an __cowrrrean, COPY, IF CLASSIFIED, IS 
PERMANENT se PROnIBITED / 


RECORD COPY « This copy must be returned to RM/R central ne with notation of action 
re a ne, ee a a at 2 ae al ce arn ee a , : 
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CONF EDENT LAL: 
~2- 158, Novemcer 16,  p.m., from Jerusalem 


¢ TNSEG proposal for withdrawai armed forces zones 
tsbed by Article 8 would be ees and in Israel's 


such & 
estan! 
favor. 
agains: open tig "flv! at ied ical or unless “under Lmmes late 
danger atcsack. 


t& 


5. Geneve} Amer atressed te primguily Hnherseted in question 
Secu Me VOnsequent Ly, he said, he must look to 

defeane of area wst of -interaational frontier, unless Israelis 
wi i 


wili “ge + .d*aw creopsa aa indicated above. 
6. Lucas added tna! Amer dtd most of the-Lal«ing. Fawst had 


at 8 
Le he say with pespect fcregotng. However, Fawsi expressed 
' ig disitke tripartite declaration and offor ts tLoafluence 
aed : 

opmenis between*Egypt and Israel]. Fawsi expressed himself 





, ae aN pong Y opposed to establishment of any hing resent. ing 


"spheres of infkusnce" ji.avea. Hs argued thal the Lhree powers 
should not (repeal uot) meddle iu Egypbian affairs’ any more 
than Egypt should, for instance, "tell Britath how to run Kenya." 


lucas 20 told me that GOE has. at Tast allowed UNTSO set up 
radio ain Oalro plus liaison cfficer there. Latter would 
presumably have job of dealicg witt Gohar. Burns hopeful that 
souecm Blac Goild Loon take Gohar's place in any future talks 
which may pos ii be held Gaza under tis auspices concerning 
outs *and: ng fase “3 ; 
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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL ) ORI Maw - 
i 
WASHINGTON,D.C. y ypoaws 


ae nlr 


November 16, 1955 


Dear George, 


On returning to my office I have studied the 
proposals which the United Nations authorities have made 
for the Nitzana (El Auja) zone. 


~ It appears that the proposal for marking. a . 
line efers, in the minds of the Secretary General and 
General Burns, to the demarcation line, which is also the 
. intermational frontier and the western limit of the de~ 
militarized zone. , 


"PL9 


It is to this United Nations proposal that - 
I have stated my Government's generally favorable attitude. 
I understand that General Burns sees good rgason. for 
marking this line and no other. I am now informed by cable 
that the General, during his visit to Cairo, rejected the 
Egyptian eapseeen for changing his original proposal. 


, After our talk on Saturday, November 5, 

I dufovued my Government that the United States strongly 
supported the precise: proposal which the U.N. Secretary 
General had made in his letter. , ’ 


GSOl-LL/vrs 


Yours very sincerely, 


Coe 0) 
cpm, “Ube 


The Honorable © ‘ aa 
George V. Allen — ’ 
Assistant Secretary of State » ’ ae 
' Washington, sais ; Ww 
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(3) Israel armed forces El Auja D/Z have not been reduced in 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 159, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 74, CAIRO 111, 
LONDON 70, PARIS 71; BEIRUT, DAMASCUS, TEL AVIV 


Re CONTELs 156 and 158. 


Hommel has given me following details current UNTSO matters. 


(1) Burns saw Eytan November 14 and gave him gist Egyptian 
position. Eytan said GOI would consider matter, but Cente 
conclusive developed at meeting. Ben Gurion reportedly has 
commented on subject by asking "will they stop sending saboteurs! 


(2) Observers still restricted by each party, since Israelis 
permit them move only-along roads in El Auia D/Z. If they use 
El Auja-Ismaglia road, however, they must take liaison officer 
with them. Egyptians restricting observers to El Auja-Rafa 
road and have pigeon-holed requests for. permission. go elsewhere. — 
Burns did not go into question freedom of movement for observ 
while at Cairo since UNSYG making approach Egyptians this sub 
UNTSO is requesting assignment five Ua Gout observers of _ 
one American, one Canadian, one French. Nationality - othersmre 
not specified in request, ; Qu 
i 
[t. 
strength. UNTSO believes their number consists approximately 
400 troops well dug in. Troops have been removed from area 
between D/Z and Beersheba. UNTSO estimates at least one 7] 
brigade withdrawn and few, if any, remaining there, : [> 
(4) At meeting Burns and Glubb November 15 latter reportedly 
expressed view that incidents such as mentioned CONTELSs 148 
and 155 were instigated by Egyptieus. Since Nasser evidently 
sincere in assurances he gave Burns: after both Kuntilla and 


~~ -—#}--Sebha—inetdents that there would be eat sctivitis Burns 
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of opinion that Nasser not fully informed /of activities of the 
Feda Yeen. He surmises they may be directed by lower level of 
military or possibly by Mufti. - | 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 
-2- 159, November 17, 4 p.m., from Jerusalem. 
According information given Burns at meeting with Glubb 
Egyptians are believed training Palestinians in Syria or Gaza 


Strip in sabotage activities. Trainees later return, using 
West ‘Jordan as base. for incursions. 
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FROM :  AMGONGENERAL, JERUSALEM | | 93 _=+»§ 10. 5a, 2¥ ae 
TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. November 17, 1955 


DATE 
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SUBJECT: ‘Activities of the MACs during the Period October 1-28, 1955 é @ 


roa Steet 


There are enclosed copies of the four weekly reports addressed by the | 


eaqTts 





UNTSO Chief of Staff to Mr. Andrww CORDIER, Executive Assistant to the UN ~J 
Secretary General, on the activities of the Mixed Armistice Commissions during — KK 
the period October 1-28. Hereafter it is the intention of the Consulate General , — 
to forward subsequent similar oo to the age CHES as soon as arias are w 
seas 2 7 i 
> 
ef 
— f 
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ony HEADQUARTERS . 


TRUCE SUPERVISION BRGANIZATION 


Jerusalem, 12 October 1955 
MAIL DESPATCH NO. 





“To : Mr. Andrew W. Cordier 
Executive Assistarit to the Secretary-General 


From : Major-General E.L.M. Burns 
' Chief of Staff, UNTSO 


Subject: Weekly Summary of Activities of i MACs 


1. The following is a summary of the acttvadion of the Mixed Armistice 
Commissions for the period 1 to 7 October 1955. 


EGYPT - ISRAEL MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION 7 | 


‘2. ‘The evacuation of the Demilitarized Zone of El Auja by the military forces 

of the two Parties took place on 2 October. However, the situation remained 
tense. The Egyptian Delegation will not allow United Nations Military Observers 
to inspect their positions situated inside Egypt along the International Frontier 
facing the D/Z unless the Israeli police are withdrawn from the D/Z. 


3. One serious incident was reported by the Israel Delegation alleging that 
on 4 October Israeli. labourers were.attacked near Gilat settlement by in- 
filtrators coming from Egyptian-controlled territory. One Israeli was killed , 
and two were wounded. . 

4. During the period under review, the Egyptian Delegation submitted ten 
complaints: 2 alleging overflight of the D/Z by Israeli aircraft; 2 alleging 
movement of Israeli trucks carrying soldiers and equipment inside the D/Z; 

2 alleging the presence of Israeli military positions in the D/Z; 1 alleging 
patrolling of the D/Z by an Israeli force 3 3 alleging Israel forces occupy 

and maintain positions within the D/Z facing the Egyptian checkposts. 


The Israel Delegation submitted five complaints: 1 alleging the firing : 
at and shelling of an Israel patrol in the D/Z by an Egyptian positions stationed 
_ within the D/Z; 3 alleging firing at Israeli aircraft from Egyptian military 
positions within the D/Z; 1 alleging the attack of Israeli citizens well inside 
Israel territory by an armed group emanating from Egyptian-controlled territory 
(see paragraph 3 above). . i 


Outstanding complaints: Egypt - 129; Israel — 236; 


ey ee See 
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HASHEMITE JORDAN KINGDOM - ISRAEL MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION 


Se- Quiet prevailed along the Jordan-Israel Demarcation Line. At an informal 
meeting held between the senior members of the WAC on 3 October, a proposal was 
drafted stating that all outstanding complaints would be considered as having 
been settled, and giving Jordan the right to bring before the MAC any complaints 
, they have regarding the alleged expulsions of Israelis into Jordan. ‘The ‘proposal 
is to be brought to the attention of the authorities of each Party, and adoption 
of the proposal is to be made in a formal MAC meeting. If approved, this would 
result in the settling of over 2,000 complaints; (see li.D. No. 39, paragraph 8). 


6. The question of the removal of the markers in the KH. &L BURJ - Kilo 69 area 
was again brought to the attention of the israel Delegate. No definite answer 
was given (see hisD. No. 30, para. 5). 


7. The Jordan Delegation lodged 13 complaints: aL alleging crossing of the D/L 
by military units; 5 alleging firing across the Line; 6 alleging overflights and 
1 alleging grass'fire. There were no casualties. : 
The Israel Delegation lodged complaints: 2 alleging crossing of the D/L 
by unarmed civilians and 2 alleging stone throwing. There were no casualties. 


Outstanding complaints: Israel-1,190; Jordan-1,177; Total: 2,367 






ISRAEL — LEBANESE MIXED ARMISTICE COMNISSIO 


8. Although a few minor incidents took plate, the situation remained quiet and 
there were no incidents that might influence the situation. Tha, Lebanese Dele- 
gation submitted 5 complaints:, 1 alleging exchange of fire between Lebanese gen- 
darmerie and armed gang at MR 1775-2796; 1 alleging the blowing up of a house -by 
mines at Bent Jbeil; 1 alleging the explosion of a mine near a house at Teir Harfa; 
1 alleging shots of automatic weapons fired at cattle at Boustan Yarin. and 1 al- 
leging shots of automatic weapons fired at cattle at Boustan Yarin and 1 alleging 
exchange of fire between patrol of Lebanese gendarmerie and armed men near 
Mavwahine. 48 ; 

_ ISRAEL’ = SYRIAN MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION 
9. The period under review has been quiet. The Syrian Delegation, submitted four 
complaints: three alleging overflights and one alleging sia ie by Israelis across 
the D/L at. the inhabitants of Kafar Hareb. H 


{ Outstanding complaints: Syria-8h; Israel-359; Total: 






: 
fo: Work at the Jordan River Diversion Project remains ha 
Zone. ins 
E.L. ii.Burns 


: Major-General : ; 
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‘Jerusalem, 20 October 1955 


WAIL DESPATCH No. 2 


To 3 lure Andrew W. Cordier C 
Executive.Assistant to the Secretary—General 
| ; 
From : lkajor-General E.L.ii. Burns 
: Chief of Staff, UNTSO 


Subject: Weekly Summary of Activities of the MACs 


1. The following is a summary of the activities of the juixed Armistice Com- 


missions for the period 8 to lj October 1955. 


BGYPT=ISRAEL MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION 
ee ee ee a ee 


= 


2. ‘Although both parties lodged few complaints during the period under review, 


the situation in the Demilitarized Zone remained very tense. 


thorities objects 


(a) to the existence, along the International Frontier, of four Egyptian 


checkposts the complement of which is alleged to be in excess of the normal; 


The Israeli. au- ~ 


(b) tothe postponement of the survey of the International Frontier by UN 


observers. 


3- The Egyptian authorities claim that the Israeli troops did not completely 


evacuate the D/Z (referring to the Israeli police stationed in this area since 


2 October 1955), and that consequently, they will not allow any survey or in- 
spection of their checkposts unless the D/Z is completely "clear of Israeli 


troops." / 


4. Thus both parties are stiffening their attitude. The Israelis apparently 


intend to pursue the survey of the D/2Z by themselves; an incident is consequent- 
ly to be feared if the Israeli survey team approaches the Egyptian checkposts. 


Se On 13 October, a UN Observer witnessed at Kilo 95 the transfer to’ the 
Israeli authorities of the body of an Israeli Who died while a prisoner in Egypt. 
A post mortem by an Israeli doctor showed that the death was due to natural 


causes and that the body showed no traces of ill-treatment. 


6. The Egyptian Delegation submitted one ae alleging that a minefield / 
laid by the Israeli military authorities during their occupation of the El Auja 


/ D/Z had not, been removed, 
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The Israel Delegation submitted two complaints: - one alleging that “» 


Egyptien troops had deployed one. reinforced platoon at four different loca- 
tions and that these four positions were backed up in depth by’other Egyptian 
forces. 


Outstanding complaints: seypt -— 130; Israel - 238; Total: 368 
HASHE:ITE JORDAN YTICDUL - ISRAEL iTZSD ARSISTICE COucISSION 


7. During tne week under review, the situation remained unchanged. At the 
22nd LAC meeting it was agreed that all outstanding complaints were to be con- 
sidered settled, and a new series was started. It was agreed that the new 
series of complaints would be referred to the Sub-Committee without delay for 
prompt settlement. Initial complaints received involving the alleged abduction 
of a herd of goats and the alleged firing by the shepherd were investigated and 
settled to the agreement of both parties. 


8. The Israel: Delegate advised the iAC ‘that work in removing the markers in the 
Kh. el furj - Kilo 69 area would, commence on 17 October and that the physical 
work of removing the markers would commence on 2) October 1955 (see M.D. No. 1, 


9. The israel Delegation submitted complaints: 2 alleging crossing of the D/L 
by armed civilians; 1 alleging crossing of the D/L by unarmed’civilians and 1 al- 
leging firing across the D/L. There were no casualties. 


The Jordan Delegation lodged 12 complaints: 2 alleging crossing of the D/L 
by military units; 1 alleging firing across the line; 7 alleging overflights; 2 
alleging, stone throwing and one alleging abduction. There were no casualties. 


Outstanding complaints as of 12 October 1955: 
Israel - 1,192; Jordan - 1,136; Total: 2,378 


Outstanding complaints as of 1 Cctober 1955: 
Israel - 1; Jordan — 2; Total: 3 


ISRAEL — LEBANESE MIXED ARMISTICE COBLIISSION 

10. The situation remained quiet and there were no incidents that might in- 
fluence the situation. The Israel Delecation submitted a complaint about a shot 
allegedly fired from Lebanese territory. The Lebanese Delegation submitted one 
complaint alleging an overflight. ‘ : 


ISRAEL — SYRIAN LIND ADISTICE Cod ISSION 





ll. The period under review has been relatively quiet. On 10 October, the in- 
habitants of: Tawafiq in the Southern D/Z prevented two Observers on a routine 
| patrol from entering the village, threatening to shoot next time they approach | 


A / 
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the village. No reason or explanation was given for this attitude. Chairman 
has written letter of protest to Senior Syrian Delegate requesting him to in- 
struct the villagers of Tawafiq not to interfere with the freedom of movement 


of the observers on duty in the D/Z. 


12, The Syrian Delegation submitted six complaints: 2 alleging Israeli pene- 
tration in the Southern D/Z; one alleging that an Israeli boat fired across the 
D/L from Lake Tiberias; three alleging i eh ni anita Israel did not submit any 
complainte 


Outstanding complaints: Syria-l90; Israel-359; Total: 89 


13- Work at the Jordan itiver Diversion Project remains halted in the Demili- 
tarized Zone. 


J. On 1) October, word was received that the Israelis had constructed a tem 
porary dam across the River at MR 090718. Senior Israeli Delegate later stated 
that this dam was erected to raise the water level in the lluleh marshes to put 
out a peat-bog fire. He said that it would take five days to raise the water 
to the required level. - 


, ar 


E.L.M. Burns ‘i oo 
Major-General 
Chief of Staff 
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HEANQUARTENS , * 
TRUCE SUPERVISION OXGAN IZATION 
| | Jerusalem, 27 Uctober 1955 
WAIL DESPATCH 10. 3 


To : Lr. Andrew W. Cordier 
, Executive Assistant to the Secretary—General 


Fron : Colonel R.E<"Homnel 
Acting Chief of Staff, UNTSO 


‘ 


Subject: Weekly Summary of Activities of the LiACs . 


1. ‘The following is a summary of the activities of the ihixed Armistice Con- 
missions for the period 15 to 21 October 19556 


‘ 


BGYPT=ISHABL MIXED ARMISTICE COoMmsuISSION 

‘2e During the period under review, the situation remained tense in the Demili- 
tarized Zone of El Auja. Neither Lorty altered their attitude as explained in 
ieDe NOe 2. . * . 


3. A serious incident happened on 16 October when a UN investigation team, com= 
posed of a UN Observer and.a Radio Officer, both driving white jeeps, were fired 
at by automatic-weapon“and rifle fire in full daylight by an Egyptian checkpost 
situated at MR 0966-0216. (See UNTSO 21). ‘The observer's jeep was hit by 10: 
bullets, the radio—jeep by 2 tullets. When the fire begarl, the UN cars were in 
the D/Z 70 meters from.the international frontier, investigating an Egyptian com 
plaint. The observer reported seeing no Israelis. However, the Egyptian officer 
in command of the Egyptian checkpost, obviously trying to find an excuse, main- 
tained during the investigation of this incident that an Israeli car was with 
the two UNTSO vehicles. ‘The Senior Egyptian Delegate even stated by letter that 
the Egyptian checkpost had fired’at the Israeli car. It is the first time that 
@ delegation to the IAC openly and in writing denied a statement made by a UN 

- observers 
lh. The Egyptian Delegation submitted five complaints: 2 alleging: overflight of 
Egyptian-controlled territory by Israel aircraft; 1 alleging crossing of the I/F 
by Israelis; 1 alleging movenent of Israeli forces in the D/Z and one alleging 
that armed Israeli soldiers in a lorry. approached the I/F although warned off by 
an Egyptian checkpost; an exchange of fire ensued. 


The Israel Delegation submitted six complaints!: 1 alleging interference by 


an Egyptian position with a survey team operating in the D/Z;.1 alleging cross- 
ing of the D/L by Egyptians; 1 alleging firing by Egyptians at an Israeli eo 


. 
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driver in Israel and 3 alleging overflight of the D/Z or of Israeli territory 
by Egyptian aircraft. 


Outstanding complaints: Egypt - 135; Israel - 2h; Total: 379 
HASHEMITE JORDAN KINGDOM =— ISRAEL MIXED ARMISTICE COMISSION 


5. ‘The period under review has shown some activity in the Zeita and Tulkarm 
areas, The situation was discussed with both parties who appear to be anxious 
to keep the area quiet. 


6. Israel has conmenced to remove the markers in the Kh. el Burj-Kilo 69 area 
which were placed in error during the survey of the D/L by Israel. (See lieDe 
No. 2. parade 8). , 


7. The Jordan Delegation lodged 21 complaints: alleging firing across the 
, line; 11 alleging overflights; 2 alleging expulsions and alleging stone throw- 
ing. One Jordanian was killed and two were wounded. 


The sie Delegation lodged 7 complaints: 1 alleging crossing of the D/L 
by armed civilians; 3 alleging crossing of the D/L by unarmed civilians; 2 al- 
leging firing across the D/L and 1 alleging stone thréwing. One Israeli was 
wounded. 

Outstanding complaints: Israel = 6; Jordan - 12; Total: 18 
ISHAML - LERANESE iTXED ARNISTICE- COLMISSION 

\ ! . 

8. The situation remains quiet. The Lebanese Delegation informed the WAC that 
on 21 October four Israeli jet propelled planes overflew Lebanese territory in 
the vicinity of Naqoura, ; a 


ISRAEL = SYRIAN iTXiD ARMISTICE COMMISSION 


9. The period of relative calm which has existed for the last 8 to 9 months in 
ISMAC has been shattered by a rash of shooting incidents all along the D/L and 
in the D/Z. This outbreak began on 15 October and lasted until 19 October in- 
clusive. During those five days there were eleven shooting incidents. ] 

: ' 


10. During the period under review three Syrian subjects were wounded, two 
seriously and one with only minor wounds. One Israeli.was wounded slightly and 
one is alleged to have been wounded and kidnapped by the Syrians. 


lls During the incidents of 15 October a series of exchange of fire took place _ 
between the settlement of Hagovrim and the dam site at Khoury Farm which resulted 
in the’ wounding of 2 Syrians, The shooting can probably be attributed to the 

| work done by the Israelis on the dam at the mouth of the Jordan*which possibly | 


| 
\ / 
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irrivetea ant worried tne Syrian troops (see i.D. No. 2, para. 14). In addition,, 
we iamuers of hegovrin, whilst investigating the reasons for the shortage of 


Water causea cy the construction of the temporary dam, may have aided to the 
temsicn in the area and the arrival of the {sraeli police did not contribute to 
reacefuinesse. i "4s 
—~e 42 allezed woundin; and kidnapoing of an Israeli hunter (Israeli soldier 

"= “rom the Jlegev according to witnessés) in the Gonen area is alleged to 
=ay= tacen place at 0630Z on 18 Uctober. It is worth noting that the Chairman 
was only informed and asked for an investigation some 29 hours.later. During the 
inrectization, traci:ers without dogs were used but, as many people had been over 
cae area looking for tne missing man, the tracks were not conclusive. Flood 
stains, however, were seen and followed to about 100 metres from the border. The 
Syrian 2uthorities denied knowing anything of the incident. It is significant 
wat tice isreel Delegation did not ask for an emergency meeting. 


° October, the israelis removed part of the dam at the mouth of the 
Car rear insoury Farm at 12 092-718 which had been constructed temporarily to 
z ne weter of Lake Foule in order to flood the peat bogs NW of Houle in 

ce: reround fires had been burning for several days. ‘The dam was not com= 
Tisi@iz renoved, but a ten foot gap was made~in it t6 allow sufficient water to 
isu z> sup:ly the farms &. of -toule.. The intention is apparently to maintain 
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orsariiy terore the remainder of the-dam is brought back to its original height 
<= ime ray ecross the river. 


lize  =ne israel Delegation submitted 18 complaints: alleging overflights, 12 
elliszinz shooting across the D/L; 1 alleging shooting and attempt of abduction of 
2 settler end one alleging shooting and kidnapping of an Israeli hunter. 

ne Syrian Delegation submitted 11 complaints: 5 alleging overflights, 5 
allesins shooting across the D/L and one alleging illegal work in the D/Z. 


vatstanding complaints: Syria-501; Israel-377; Total: 878 
i350 «ork st the Jordan River Diversion Project remains halted in the D/Z but is 
continuing inside Israeli territory at a slightly increased temfpo. Some 200 
Rockers are now working at the site as opposed to 60 odd in the previous months. 
& meme picce of equipment is now in use to lay the concrete bed of the canal. The 
machine is of a type similar to those used in road construction in the USA and in 
camace and called automatic concrete layers. .The equipment moves on rails over 
ti 2reé on which the concrete is to be laid and mixes and lays the concrete in 
cn@ cperetion. About 25 blocks of cement have been poured into the canal, and 
ice seme emount of concrete blocks is ready to, be pourede PBesides, Israeli work- 
ers are widening the road next to the canal. 


; A *ReEeHommel a 
| a Colonel, USKC ; 
! | Acting Chief of Staff — 
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Jerusalem, 2 November 1955 
WAIL DESPATCH Ho. by 


To : hire Andrew W. Cordier 
a wotine sanisiaasiimass to the Secretary-—General 


From 3 Colchel Relie — ? 
Acting Chief of Staff, UNYSO 


Subject : Weekly Summary of Activities of the iACs 


1. The following is a summary of the activities'of the \ixed Armistice Com- 
missions for the period 22 to 28 Uctober 1955. 


BGYPT = ISRAEL liLkuD AHMISTICE .CuidISSION 


2. The tension increased again the the (sic) El Auja Demilitarized Zone during 
the veriod under review. The Israel Delegate alleged that on ‘26 October Egyptian 
troops penetrated inside the D/Z and attacked an Israeli police checkpost at Bir 
Ein, MR 983 195, six hundred meters from the international frontier. As a result 
of this attack, four policemen were wounded, one of whom subsequently died, two 
were captured and are still detained by the Egyptian authorities, The Egyptian 
Delegation gave quite a different version of the incident and alleged that Israeli 
forces attacked an Egyptian checkpost with automatic, small-arms and mortar fire. 
One Zgyptian soldier was wounded. . 


3. The gyptian Delegate alleged that. during the night of 27 to 28 October an 
Israeli force, estimated at one battalion, attacked the village of El Kuntilla, 

wR 1190 9340. As a result of this attack, 20 Egyptian soldiers were captured, 

four Egyptian soldiers were killed. It should be noted that the number of killed 
and captured soldiers was said to be approximate due to the lack of commnications 
between El Kuntilla and the #gyptian headquarters after the attack. It is be- 
lieved that the number of killed is more than 10 and the number of prisoners about 
30. Bs . ' 

lh. The Egyptian Delegation submitted 13 complaints: 1 alleging crossing of the 
international frontier by Israeli soldiers; 1 alleging firing across. the D/L into 
Egyptian-controlled territory; alleging the presence of Israeli, positions in the 
D/Z, one of which partially in Kgyptian territory; 1 alleging attack of an Egyptian 
checkpost by an Israeli force; 3 alleging overflight of the D/Z and of Egyptian | 
territory} y alleging movement of Israeli forces in the D/Z; 1 alleging. firing ih 
the D/Z by Israeli forces using the white UN flag as protection; 1 alleging. the oc= 


| cupation of! the D/Z by, Israeli forces. j 
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The Israel Delegation submitted five comilaints: 2 alleging the attack of 

-an Israeli checkpost by Lyyptian forces; 1 alleging the presence of an Egyptian 

position in the D/Z; 1 alleging crossing of the D/L by Arab shepherds; 1 alleg-~ 

ing firing at an Israeli command car by an Hgyptian military position (this con 
plaint was later withdraym). : 


Outstanding complaints: Hcypt-18; Israel-2l8; Total: 396 
HASHULTTE JORDAN KINGDOM - ISRAEL MIXED ARMISTICE CU: KISSION 
ee eae 


5. During the period under review the situation renaisieg quiet. ‘there were, 
however, 8 complaints’ from Jordan allesing overflights, showing an increase in 
this type of violation probably for air reconnaissance during the period of ten- 
sipn between Heypt and Israel and Syria and Israel. It has been ‘discussed. re- 
peatedly in the -coumittee and the Israel Delezate has been requested to have 
his authorities e measures to prevent the recurrence ‘of overflights. Follow- 
ing a meeting of the Area Commanders, stone throwing in the Jerusalem area has 
lessened. 


6 The Jordan Velegation submitted 10 complaints: 1 alleging crossing of the 
D/L by armed civilians; 8 alleging overflights and 1 alleging expulsion. There . 
were nev’ casualties. : : 


The Israel Delegation submitted | complaints: 1 alleging crossing of the 
D/L and 2 alleging stone throwing. There were no casualties. | 


| 
| 


is ira complaints: Jordan-9; Israel-23 Total: 11 
13 Jordan complaints were settled in the sub-committee. 
8 Israel complaints were settledjin the sub-committee. 


ISHAEL.=— LEPANESE 1iIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION ey 
i Ee 
7. The situation remains quiet. Wo complaints were submitted. 


ISRAEL - SYRIAN MIXED AHMISTICH COlduISSION 

8. On the night of 22 October a very serious Israeli attack took place in Syrian 
territory and has since been fully admitted by the Israeli authorities, radio and 
press. The attack has been reconstructed as follows: at approximately 18.0Z on 
22 October, a Syrian army truck proceeding in the direction of Bouteiha Farm was 
ambushed at approximately luk 108 677 by a military or para-military group. of ap- 
proximately 20 to 30 men equipped with small arms, grenades and demolition equip- 
ment. The sole passenger, a Syrian officer, was taken prisoner but the driver 
managed to escape:and gave the alarm to the Syrian commander at Customs House, 
‘who immediately despatched a patrol of one officer and approximately 10 men along 
the same road. lieanwhile, the attackers blew up the ambushed wentate and set | 
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‘When the mounted Syrian patrol arrived on the scene of the ambush, the 
officer deployed about half dozen of his men and proceeded with the rest some 
400 m. further south where his truck was fired at and went out of control and 
off the road. ‘The officer was killed and a yet unspecified number of Syrian 
soldiers were’ killed, wounded and taken prisoner. ‘The truck was then blown up 
by tne attackers, , ic 

iseanwhile, a Syrian army truck carrying a Sergeant and driver moving north 
on the same road was ambushed at iti 101 644. The Syrian Sergeant and the Syrian 
driver were apparently taken prisoners and the truck was blown up and burned. 


; z 

At about 20.102, the Syrian commander of a nearby post, noticing the burn- 
ing truck, sent a foot patrol of one sergeant and 3 men. They approached the ° 
truck and seeing nobody around started to extinguish the fire. Some 15 minutes 
later, they heard somebody shout: "\iho goes there" in Arabic, and as soon as 
the Syrians identified themselves, fire was opened on them. ‘The Sergeant cot 
away but the other Syrian soldiers either were wounded or captured. 


Total Syrian casualties: 1 officer and 2 soldiers killed; 6 soldiers 
wounded; 1 officer, 1 sergeant and 3 soldiers ‘captured. Ilo indications of 
Israeli casualties, if any. : 


Some traces of blood were seen along the tracks leading out of the area 
but they were probably from the Syriah prisoners. Some of the equipment and 
ammunition on the scene of the incident had Israeli markings. ‘Tracks were fol- 
lowed by UN Observers assisted by Syrian trackers and dogs and led right to the 
Jordan siver at iR 087 667.. Witnesses stated that each Israeli group consisted 
of about 30 to 40 men. There was probably also a supporting groupe 


9 Following this incident, and probably as a result of it, a series of shoot- 
. ing incidents took place all along the D/L, resulting in the death of a woman 
and the killing of several animals in Syrian territory on 25 October, and the 
wounding of a Syrian man in the “anias area of 27 October. 
i { 
10. The investigation of the alleged kidnapping of an Israeli hunter at Gonen _ 
on 18 October has been reopened on 25 October, and a search was carried out in 
the Gonen marshes in Israeli, territory but did not produce any result. Wit- 
nesses from the Gonen settlement were also questioned again to obtain further 
information on the man and on the alleged incident. On 23 October during the 
investigation of the incident referred to in para. 8 above, the Chairman spoke 
to the Senior Syrian Delegate and the Syrian Frontier Commander concerning the 
alleged kidnapping. The Frontier Commander /stated that he had carried out his 
‘own investigation among his troops and among ‘the civilian population of the 
neighbouring areas. He added that as a result of this investigation he was con- 
vinced that no incident took place on the morning of 18 October in the Gonen 
| area and that the missing hunter was not in Syria. 
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1l. A check was made of the water situation at khoury Farm and Bouteiha farn, 
following the breaching of the dam at Khoury Farm by the Israelis (see 1:.D. 13, 
para. 13). It appears that the breach wade in the dam is not wide enough to 
allow sufficient water to flow to irrigate those two farms adequately. A re- 
quest has been submitted to the. Israelis to increase the flow of water. 


12. During the period under review, the Syrian Delegation submitted 12 com 
plaints: 1 alleging Israeli aggression in Syrian territory by military or para- 
iilitary force, 1 alleging penetration into the D/Z and firing across the D/L 
anto Syrian territory, 1 alleging firing by Israelis across the D/L, 1 alleging 
‘penetration into the Central D/Z and 8 alleging overflights. 

The Israel Delegation submitted 7 complaints: alleging firing across the > 
D/L and 3 alleging penetration into the D/Z and firing at Israeli settlers. . 


13. Work at the Jordan ttiver Diversiol project remains halted sa Denili- 
tarized Zone. 
3 . Rib 


Keb. Hommel . 
Colonel, USNC ; 
Acting Chief of Staff / 
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Info: 


For your background information there follows pertinent portion: of Memo 
of Conversation between Secretary and liacmillan, November 9 at Genevai, con~ 


j cerning Eden speech. 


puny Si 


0% pemaniey oc 


quore. iir. Macmillan said that Prime Minister Eden is making _apeoch 

_ tonight in which he will refer to ‘the Secretary's August 26 speech and a 

Britain's appeal for a settlement and its offer of a formal guarantee in the 

context of a settlement. It will say that the Arabs take their stand on the 

1947 Resolutions and the Israelis take theirs on the armistice agreement and 
the present eitoatioh, Eden will ask vhisthas — positions are so wide 

apart that no secre Mana is possible and will say that if the people of the 


ss 


area want peace there must be some form of compromise. The Secretary com- 


egel-lI/veerL9 


Detred 
omees , mented first that Mr. Eden might want to say something, about the offer.of 
Only) = 


economic aid; and secondly, that the Arabs do not want the 1947 Resolutions 
hounderies ‘eo mach as they wish to base their negotiations upon them. The 
My Resolutions give the Sows to Israel. What Wasser suggests therefore is 
that Israel be given some of the palsies which the 'h7 Resolutions would 


CG 

G: 

; Pa) 
e tt 73 

of K ia denied to Israel, and that’ — “ the Negev to ror UNQUOTE. =) 
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S = Mr. Macomber 


This letter looks a bit too 
Do you agree? , | 
, | 


. abrupt. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


November Bly 1955, 
NEA - Mr. Root 


For preparation of a brief 
reply for signature by the Secre- 
tary. The draft reply should be ~ 
received in S/S prior, to the close 
of business, Wednesday, November 27. 
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aS 
R. Kirk. 
ne 


Attachments: 
Tel to Sec from Emanuel Celler. 


(MC), protests Fden Plan for Israel- 


Egypt Settlement, 11/18. (6473) 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


November 29, 1955 


H =~ Mrs. Miller 


| Mr. Macomber has requested 
that on his return Mr, Morton 
Sign the .attached letter to 
Congressman Celler, , 
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RY- 
? Re Kirk 
S/S-RO 


Attachment: 

Tele. from Cong. Celler, 
11/18 w/ltr. to Cong. Celler, — 
(6559) 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Se EEE, 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


November 25, 1955 


5 <a, Mon 


For Mr. Morton's concurrence 
prior to submission to the } 


b <2, Js , 
as ae OT eee 
Os iy eh, 
pes 3 . 
m2 “™ J. S. Cottman. 


-. S/S Duty Officer 
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WUgoy GOVT PD BU WASHINGTON DC NOV 47 416PHE 
‘JOHN FOSTER DULLES, SECRETARY OF SATE 
DEPT OF STATE 


1 > a 


DISPATCHES FROM LONDON AND RELIABLE WASHINGTON SOURCES 


| , 
INDICATE THAT IN YOUR RADIO ADDRESS TO THE NATION TONIGHT 


eumoo &: 


YOU WILL SUPPORT PRIME MINISTER EDENS PLAN’ FOR AN ISRAEL- 
EGYPT SETTLEMENT, WE ALL WANT PEACE, AND THAT MUST BE DONE 
WHICH WILL MCST EFFECTIVELY AND SURELY INSURE PEACE IN THAT: 
ARE, THE EDEN PLAN OFFERS NO SUCH ASSURANCE AND FURTHER 


sy Sa FONT qWe 


HEIGHTENS THE TENSION IN THAT AREA, IT CAN ONLY 

‘ } $ ? 4 
SERVE AS AN ENDORSEMENT OF EGYPTS INTRANSIGENCE AND FURTHER 
ENCOURAGE HER TO SEEK MORE AND MORE CONCESSIONS 
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IN HER FAVOR, SUPPORTED THUS BY THE WESTERN 
POWERS, WE CANNOT SO READILY FORGET 

EGYPTS AGREEMENT TO TAKE COMMUNIST ARMS, IT 

IS HOPED THAT THESE REPORTS ARE WRONG AND THAT THE 


WESO SS8I-b1/Vre'rLes 


ee 


UNITED STATES) WILL NOT COMMIT HERSELF TO A POLICY WHICH _ Z 
SPELLS OUT APPEASEMENT | 
CONGRESSMAN EMANUEL CELLER 16P,, , 
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i tae 

Dear itr, Celler: :  § cs | 
Your telogren ef Wovesher 18, 1955, to Secretary Dulles ~"o: 
has been received. the Secretary's repert to the American Nia 
people on Novenber 18 414 not toush on the Middle Kast situs oe | 
tien, Our poliay toward the Middle East was restated by the 2S. | 
President on Neveshar 9, and I om entlosing « copy of his =e | 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





ASSISTANT SECRETARY 


Novamber 23, 1955 


' TO a S r The Secretary | 
S 


THROUGH: S/ 


FROM, : NEA - George V. Allen <7 


SUBJECT: Telegram from Congressman Emanuel Celler. 


Discussion 


Congressman Bnanuel Celler itiecoanied you (Tab B) on the 
eve of your address of November 18, 1955 expressing apprehension 
that you would endorse Sir ee Eden's proposals for an Arab- 
Israel settlement. ~ 
| 7 
Recommendation | 


That you sign the attached brief sccanialges of 
Mr. Celler's telegram (Tab A). 


_ Attachments 


Tab A - Draft verily to Mre Celler. 
Tab B - Telegram from Mr. Celler, 
November 18, a a ‘ 


NEA: NE: DCBergus ;: bm 


€ 2 
Ne-"o4< ; 


Dear tr. Celler: 
I have your telegram of November 18, 1955. My report 
to the American jeople on Novesber 18 did not touch on the: 
Middle East ef Our policy toward the Middle East 
| was restated by the in Hevailian 9 ct % tnt Gasken~ 
ing a copy of his sta’ 


yours, * 


Jokn Foster Dulles 


NEA2NE ‘DCBe: bn 
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»15-H PEP-SECRET 1 
Action he, -Control: 1O661 
Rec'd: November 19 1955. 
NEA 
i FROM: Cairo ~ O 1:21 p.m. : 
nfo % 9 | 
10: Secretary of State HM, WwW | 
RMR ' } 
NO: 992, November 19, 4 p.m. 3 i 
SS f 
G : 
- SENT TEL AVIV 136, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 992 Oo 
r “N 
EUR Deeply regret discover our 934 not repeated Tel Aviv and bh 
10 am repeating in next following message for your information. ° 
R Can assure you this administrative oversight as had been 04] 
ie) wondering all week,.how unhappy: you would \be with its contents. b 
,  * 
P BYROADE ~ 
i os 
LMS :LJ/6 - = 
‘ 
~ = 
. © 
— Ol 
16) 
a 
a7 + 
t C 
By 
wel 7 Si wel ) 
is Ei ee 
S: & : L 
“5 oO 
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ssi LIMITED CPFICTAL USE 
Action Control: 7.0083 oe 
NRA 2 Rec'd: November 19, 1 ® s 3 
FROM: 3°. Aviv 2:13 pen. S 
»~ 


Info 


FMF TO: Secretary of State . 


35 NO: 826, Tlevermper LO, 4 p.m, S 


(s 


a7 SEN? DEPARTMENT 526. REPEATED THFORMATIOU! AMMAT 80, CATR@ 206. 





FOF PASS ARV {WAV AIR 
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0% peumnjey og ism yuoumo0g str 





Poreign Liaison Office bas informed Enbussy of folio 


sywkhae 





One (1) Movember 1.7 Israel patrol intersepted 4 Fedaysen on 
ngrz, wain road prozinity Brur-Chisi near Beersheba. . In gun Piet! 
CTA as ednoneen kilied and third wounded and captured. Drc:umeoths 
asD Sound IneLuded esplons age reporia With vetGrie Agni ss. . 
Wounded man allegedly admithed group sent by Eywypitan tute lli- 


PINs, 


RG 


Hoverzes 2 2 Etbbutznike from Kibbutz! Lata “ine. *wor- 
epcased with trastor and jeep 20 yards -invo curtain 





weunded 1 and pinced both-down. Ochker Kib- 





sacle ho assistance, teid down fire for a hour pe 
%O estape. .Weunded man died iomecdintaty attap 
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Yates Passed Avmy, Navy, Air; LL/1S/55, 3:50 p.n.,-RW 
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pn Wee eae \ ai 


INCOMING reueoram Department o \f State 


arb? 








18 — OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Action * Control: 1148) % Hy Bo 
NEA —, Rec'd: NOVEMBER W525 5 | 
FROM: TEL AVIV ‘ =f 
Info x * 10:03 wn 8 am ly | 
xNin 10: Secretary of State \ { ; ; . 
gs NOt = 530, NOVEMBER 21, 4 PM | are” = Es 
G a 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT 530, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 82, CAIRO 09. “- 
C @ 
ar IDF-FLO INFORMED EMBASSY OF FOLLOWING INCIDENTS OVER WEEKEND: = alg 
USUN iy 3 
P 1. NOVEMBER 18 - AUTOMATIC FIRE FROM DURE!JAT (MR 209-627) = 
UOP DIRECTED AT AUTOMOBILE FROM NEARBY ISRAEL SETTLEMENT. NO — 
ND CASUALTIES. z to 
0 ™ iY) 
OLI = 
2.’ NOVEMBER 18 - AUTOMATIC FIRE FOR TWENTY MINUTES WAS on 
ocp DIRECTED ON DAN SETTLEMENT (MR 211-294). NO CASUALTIES. ao 
USIA 3. NOVEMBER 19 - MACHINE GUN FIRE DIRECTED AT ISRAEL OUTPOST 
nap FROM EGYPTIAN POST VICINITY OF WUHEID! (MR 098-009) . 
ARMy NO CASUALTIES. 
NAVY : = 
ATR 4. NOVEMBER 19 - AUTOMATIC AND MORTAR FIRE AT NUSEIRAT. © 
(MR 094-009) NO CASUALTIES. i eo 
5. NOVEMBER 19 - WAGON BEARING TWO SETTLERS AMBUSHED NEAR ZROCH 
(MR 150- 127). ONE SETTLER KILLED. 
6. NOVEMBER 21 - TWO CIVILIAN CARS AMBUSHED AT WADIARA ON 
MAIN HIGHWAY FROM MEGIDDO TO AFULA. DRIVER WOUNDED. CAR STRUCK © | 
SIX TIMES FROM FOUR ENTRENCHED POSITIONS ALONG ROAD. . <5 
7. NOVEMBER 21 - KIBBUTZ'ABUKA., (MR 200-209) AT THREE PREDAWN © 
EXPLOSIONS BLEW UP CARPENTER SHOP AND KiBBUTZ WATER PUMP. 
- a 
COMMENT: LARGE NUMBER OF INCIDENTS MAJORITY OF JORDAN! AN 
ORIGIN INCREASES POSSIBILITY OF .1DF RETALIATORY RAID. = 
ISRAEL PRESS CLAIM THESE INCIDENTS INDICATE COORDINATION 
BETWEEN ARAB STATES UNDER EGYPTIAN LEADERSHIP FOR CONDUCT OF re) 
GUERILLA’ WARFARE TACTICS. 
war | WHITE Tes 
" PERMANENT OFFICIAL USE ONLY corr, sake 


RECORD COPY e ° This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with 
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In view increasing incidenvse of marauder activities (EMBTELS 504 
‘isun 3926, 530) took opportunity today with Tekoah in charge armistice 
-"" affairs Foreign Ministry to récall to him Jordarian Government 

r statement re desire for quiet border and its concern Fedayeen 

_ activities may result in Israel reprisal against.Jordan. Tekbah 
oi. replied they bad learned from other sources (General Burns and 
ii British Ambassador) Jordanian Government attributed these 
OCB activities to Egyptian military attache in Amman. Nevertheless 
usta GOI felt Jordan Government would have to share responsibility 
CIA with Egypt and expressed doubt that it had taken/ strict 
OSD measures in sense that Lebanese Government. had in September 


ARMy after discovery that Fedayeen activities directed by Egypt 
ATR being based in its termitory. y, 


‘ 


16 CONFIDENTIAL ~, 

' Lie eas, 
poe | Fonte!’ November-22, 195b8 BS & 
: FROM: Tel Aviv 11:08 a.m. ) 
Info » 4 ‘i g 
pMp TO: Secretary of State \ a 
oo 

=, NO: 532, November 21, 5 p.m. as” = 
i] 

gp SENT DEPARTMENT 532, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 83, CAIRO 210, " 
a LONDON 164, PARTS 131. 5 
EUR 2 
é 

Q 

o 

So 


SSIZ-LIL/VVE'°VLO 


Comment: Latest outbreak of incidents in terms of frequency 
penetration into Israel territory and civilian casualties 
reflects: pattern which, if maintained, will provide stimulus 
for Israel reprisal. General Burns told me Saturday he is of 
same opinion and plans to send chairman Israel-Egypt: MAC to 
Cairo to remind. Nasser his statement to Burns that he had 
Suppressed plans resumption Fedayeen activities. Emissary will 
tell Nasser that through oversight or. lack of coordination at 
local level policy does not a 


ppear to have reached Egyptian 
military attache Amman. ; 
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28 mal 
Action Control: 1: 077 
is Rec'd: Noverrber 21, “\ 5 
NA FROM: Jerusalem 119350" 185M: 
inte : tous | 
kt TO: Secretary of State es —_ 
as os yom 
Ss NO; 163, November 21, 7 p.m. - Ho ® F 
ie) @ go : 
SP © J 


C SENT [5 ‘PARTMENT 163, REPEATED 1LNFOPMATION avon rr, CAIRO 412, 
LO DAMAS:: Js 49, TEL AVIV UNNUMBERED. 
P- ; 


TOP With reference reports in Israeli Fress tnat GOI preparing 
ND reply UN proposals respecting El Auja area, General Burns told 
0 me at. social gathering November i7 that for the moment he had 
OLI no (repeat) no), espectal information, additional’ to that already 
reported except that. he nad recently seen Eytan again. Le*ter 
OCB indicated Israeli especially ge gee over subject of siiicide- 
‘USIA’ or sabotage squad.activities, which they continue belleve in- : 
CIA spirec by; Egyptians. Eytan - sald that wnlle GOI willing 
OSD otherwise keep border quiet, they would not tolerate such i. 
ARMY activities. He expressed, doubt whether reliance could be placed 
_NAVY on assurances from Nasser. 


04 peumyoy eg 3ST ywemnec; 


| 


TR a 
‘ Burns added that Glubb was seriously concerned about possible 
involvenent Egyptians .tn directing, sabotage operattons from 
Jordan, cegarding whieh Glubb tad some rairly concrete evidence 
which he did not feel free to dilaciose. 


Beg nee 


a, 


| Burns considered that trerd respecting any possible {ncldents 

‘next few days might serve to clartlf'y whether -Nasser has in fact 

succeeded in suppresia lp, above vactivittles. If no further in- 

cidents that type occur he thought ‘borders might remain reason- 

ably quiet for a time. 
~, 
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 


The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 


‘File Designation 674 ———— S 


\ 


Date 

From 

To 

In the review of this file this item’was removed because access to it is 

restricted. Restrictidns on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 

available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 


yy Security- Classified Information 
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C] Otherwise Restricted Information 
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NEA —~ Rec'd: NOVEMBER 23, 195959 ~ © 
RMR 10: ~Secretary of State ve - 8 
SS NOt 535, NOVEMBER 22 sda | ay ** 
SP ‘us : 
C A © 

-I0 — SENT DEPARTMENT 535, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN Be BAGHDAD 23, > 2 

iP 3 BE RUT 150, CAIRO 212, DAMASCUS 104, ™ € 
UOP f oe a 
1 ——. 
CLT GO! LAST NIGHT ISSUED FOUR STATEMENTS WHICH DOMINATED ALL -FRONT ;e 
ocB PAGES TODAY DEALING WITH EGYPTIAN-ISRAEL RELATIONS’ AND LAYING p35 ® 
SIA PRINCIPLE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SABOTEUR ACTIVITIES WITHIN ISRAEL TO 
reas wees} ° 
vt EGYPT, ; Oi 
OSB . Ci 
ARI 


wavy le: IT ISSUED RECAPITULATION 21 MAJOR .INCIDENTS "ALONG LEBANESE. 
-AIR AND JORDANIAN BORDERS" BETWEEN SEPT SIX AND NOV -TWENTY "EXECUT!ON- 
OF WHIGH HAS BEEN PLANNED AND ORGANIZED BY EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES", 


2.  !T REPORTED TWO INCIDENTS .OF SUNDAY NIGHT NOV TWENTY IN WHICH 
FIRE WAS OPENED ON TRUCKS' ON WAD!| ARA HIGHWAY, WOUNDING -A DRIVER; | 
AND WELL HOUSE WAS DYNAMITED AT AVUKA IN BETH SHEAN: VALLEY, 

1T ATTRIBUTED BOTH TO EGYPTIAN INSTIGATION, 


3. $-T CONFIRMED IN WRITING ITS AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO 
GENERAL BURNS’ PROPOSALS RE NITZANA AS eae? idee | 


"FOLLOWING FRIDAYS MEETING BETWEEN GENERAL BURNS AND MR EepT AN | 
IN COURSE OF WHICH HAMMERSKJOELD PROPOSALS FOR SETTLEMENT ‘OF 

| NITZANA (EL AUJA) PROBLEM WERE DISCUSSED, FOMIN HAS TODAY ‘eonKapuen 
.IN WRITING TO UN CHIEF OF STAFF ISRAEL AGREES IN PRINCIPLE “to © 

, ‘THRSE PROPOSALS, IN VVEW OF ISRAEL AUTHORITIES, EGYPTS REAGE ION 

TO THESE PROPOSALS AMOUNTS TO THEIR REJECTION," 


ly, Gol FORMALLY INDICTED EGYPT -IN FOLLOWING - COMMUNIQUE: "EGYPT 5 

WHO PROCLAIMS HERSELF TO BE IN’ STATE OF WAR WITH ISRAEL, |GNOR INB 
HER INTERNATIONAL UNDERT AK | NGS AND .NUMEROUS ‘RESOLUTIONS OF SC, = 
tS NOW PURSUING POLICY OF OPEN HOSTILITY IN NUMBER OF DIFFERENT C2! 


. . 1 | 
a. Serst a 2 (1) SHE 1S NOT 

| / | REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
pEnaaeer UNCLASSIFIED “COPY, IF CLASSIFIED, Is 


RECORD COPY'e This copy must be returned to sein central files with notatiee' ‘Action taken e 


__UNCLASS IF IED’ 
-2= 535; NOVEMBER 22,FROM TEL AVIV ‘a 


e 8 . “ 
(1) SHE |S NOT HONORING CEASE FIRE TO WHICH SH RECENTLY AGREED, 
SHOOTING AND OTHER ATTACKS BY HER TROOPS ON BORDER AGAINST ISRAEL 
FORCES CONTINUE UNABATED, 


(2) SHE HAS OPENED CAMPAIGN OF AGRRESSION AGAINST ISRAEL BY 
ORGANIZING RAIDS INTO ISRAEL ~ RECENTLY IN PARTICULAR FROM 
TERRITORY OF NEIGHBORING ARAB “COUNTRIES. 
, | 
(3) THESE ACTS WHICH ARE PERPETRATED ON BORDERS, OF ISRAEL AND 
IN ISRAEL ITSELF GO HAND IN HAND WITH REJECTION BY EGYPT OF 
HAMMERSKJOELD - BURNS PROPOSALS FOR SETTLING NITZANA PROBLEM, AS 
AGAINST THIS 


x we 


(7) iSRAEL DEFENSE FORCES, HAVE REFRAINED FROM ANSWERING EGYPTIAN 
F1RE FROM ACROSS - LINE,. . 

(2) ISRAEL DOES NOT DISPATCH SABOTAGE GANGS nae MARAUDERS INTO 
EGYPT |AN-CONTROLLED- TERR TORY 


(3) ISRAEL HAS ACCEPTED UN PROPOSALS REGARDING NITZANA IN 
PRINCIPLE AS BASIS FOR SETTLEMENT," 


PRESS. RELEASE’ WHICH RECOUNTED WADI ARA AND BETH SHEAN INCIDENTS 
SAID JORDAN GOVT COULD NOT SHIRK 1!TS RESPONSIBILITY FOR THESE 
OCCURRENCES ALONG JORDANIAN BORDER BUT ADDED THAT "RECENT CHAIN 
OF KILLINGS, SHOOTINGS, AND EXPLOSIONS 1S-NOW IN FACT BEING © 
ORGAN | ZED BY EGYPT, “RELEASE FOLLOWS IN FULL: "TWO ATTACKS THAT 
OCCURRED LAST NIGHT, WHEN FIRE WAS OPENED ON PASSING TRUCKS ON 
WADI ARA HIGHWAY, WOUNDING ONE OF DRIVERS, AND WELL HOUSE WAS 
DYNAMITED AT AVUKA IN BETH SHEAN (BEISAN) VALLEY, BEAR SIGNS’ 

OF BEING PART OF ORGANIZED. GUERRILLA COMPAIGN DIRECTED AGAINST 
ISRAEL - FOMIN SPOKESMAN SAID IN JERUSALEM TODAY,-- 


"SINCE FIVE NOVEMBER, WHEN A HOUSE WAS BLOWN UP AT SiCH HEMED, 
OVER HEADS OF ITS | NHABI TANTS SIMILAR ATTACKS HAVE, RECURRED» 
WITH OMNIOUS .FREQUENCY,. ‘REGULARITY. THOUGH THESE ACTS OF — 


VIOLENCE HAVE BEEN OCCURRING ALONG’ JORDANIAN BORDER AND. GOVT ‘po 
OF JORDAN CAN: NOT SHIRK ITS. RESPONSIBILITY FOR THESE HAPPEN'I| 
IT HAS BEEN 


A 


UNCLASSIFIED. 
ge 3 Bs 


UNCLASSIFIED 


-3- 535, NOVEMBER 22 FROM TEL AVIV 
IT HAS BEEN NOTED THAT ALL THESE ATTACKS CLOSELY RESEMBLE 
HOSTILE. ACTS PREVIOUSLY CARRIED OUT BY EGYPTIAN FEDAYEEN ALONG 
GAZA STRIP. 

\ 
"ISRAEL 1S IN POSSESSION OF EVIDENCE THAT RECENT CHAIN OF KILLINGS, 
SHOOTINGS AND EXPLOSIONS IS IN FACT BEING ORGANIZED BY EGYPT 
WHPSE MILITARY AUTHORITIES TRAIN GUERRILLA FIGHTERS WHO INFEST 
BORDER REGION ALONG ARMISTICE DEMARCATION LINE WITH JORDAN AND 
SUPPLY THEM WITH ARMS AND MONEY. 


“THE INVESTIGATION OF LAST NIGHT'S TWO INCIDENTS HAS SO FAR 
REVEALED FOLLOWING FACTS: |~ 


AT THE SPOT WHERE TRUCK DRIVER WAS WOUNDED YESTERDAY EVENING ON 
WADI ARA HIGHWAY FOUR POSITIONS.WERE DISCOVERED ON HILLSIDE 
FLANKING ROAD FROM WHICH AUTOMATIC FIRE HAD BEEN DIRECTED ON 
PASSING TRAFFIC. NEAR PLACE OF ATTACK SPLINTERS OF HAND 

_ GRENADES WERE FOUND. TRACKERS FOLLOWED FOOTPRINTS TO JORDANIAN 
‘BORDER WHERE ARAB LEGION OFFICERS TOOK OVER. “INVESTIGATORS AT 
"AVUKA, NEAR BETH SHEAN (BEISAN). ESTABLISHED THAT AT APPROXIMATELY 
O520 AM TODAY VILLAGE WORKSHOP WAS BLOWN UP. AT 0635 AM PUMPING 
STATION. WAS DYNAMITED. . AT SAME. TIME ATTACKERS CUT TELEPHONE 

LINE TO AVUKA AJ TWO POINTS. AGAIN TRACKS LEAD TOWARD BORDER." 
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0 Foreign Minister announcements. (EMBTEL 535) so closely resemble £ 
I 
“sun  PBrevious justifications a priori for Khan Yunis and Nitzana 1 
actions as to create presumption that. GOI is establishing ratlogy 
OP for future retaliation against continuation: recent Fedayeen. 
C activities. Foreign;Ministry official has informed Embassy:; tha 
YT statements should be interpreted as mart i Egypt that unles 
marauder activities cease, Israel would find it necessary to tale 
OCE necessary action. ' . 4 
USTA : : 
CTA It appears probable that GOI has accepted information transmitted 
OSD to it by General Burns and through diplomatic chanhels re 
ARMy Jordanian good intentions and has decided to‘place full respon- 
AIR sibility on Egypt, for incidents irrespective of country in which 
NAVY operations commence. This constitutes new departure from Israel 
practice of conducting reprisals in close proximity to locus Of , 
provocation. 
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‘ Supplementing CONTEL 163 Burns informed me today that "highest 
Jordan military authorities" told him they have evidence Egyptiarn 
involvement in Fedayeen activities (CONTEL 164 and previous). 
He understood Egyptian Military Attache Amman believed directing - 
Jordan-based Fedayeen operations in Israel. Authorities rather | 
at a loss to know how to deal. with situation: since Jordan did 
not (repeat not) wish oppose Egypt nor presumably be placed’ 
in position of interfering with "patriotic" effort Palestinians 
against Israel. Since Hurns given foregoing information in 
confidence he asked that it be closely held. 


Burns said Attache recently returned from visit Cairo. While 

Burns hoped Attache might have received instructions discontinue 
‘above operations, incidents of past few days may well indicate Us 
contrary. : , res! 


Prominence given by JERUSALEM POST November 22 to statement Fo 

Ministry spokesman regarding Egyptian "Campaign of aggression b 

| organizing raids into Israel --- in particular recently from t 
(territory of pe te Arab countries" may foreshadow new 
raehi retaliation, either against Egypt or possibly Jordan. is 

FR |: 


iy 
Hurns has. sént chairman BIMAG to Cairo endeavor impress upon bs 
~ Gmer potential danger 'sitaationsramifeed termindtetFedayeen— 1 
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Burns told me today he has ‘received letter from Eytan containing & 
(buried among text of argument about Egyptian "rejection" of > 
UNSYG: La duel for El Auja D/Z.) sentence to effect thst Israel“. 
"agrees" in oe those proposals. Burns now. (repeat row) = 
corresponding wit h Israelis endeavor clarify extent they prepared 
implement them in practice’. He has pointed out that Egypties's | 
statement their position (CONTEL 156) does not {repeat not) N 
constitute rejection UNSYG proposals despite aliegation of Israel 
press and radio. | oO 


Im discusston of matter November 18 Israel¥s told Burns they had 
no (repeat no) forces on "western front" i excess those permitted 
sArticle 7, paragraph 4 GAA. Burns doubts dcecuracy that statement, 
but in view restrictions movements observers he has been unable 
verify. Burns indicated that Israeli's displayed no (repeat no) 
discernible enthusiasm for UN call for removal troops, together 
with excess police, from D/Z. While some troops believed 
withdrawn account inclement weather, Burns thought israeiis. more 
interested in maintaining armed forces there than in es a 
about their withdrawal. However, if Israeli position these 
matters clarified near future he nopes return Cairo for furthBe 
discussions panashay" ‘next week. Fa 





Burns said he had not (repeat not) broached with Israelis suggestion 
of Egyptians that former build fence along Gaza strip border &. 
within their own'territory. He thought mention this matter woma 
not (repeat not) be helpful. 
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There is forwarded herewith wnder enclosure a coflection o ° 
recent press comments in Israel, ost of which either demand 
outright preventive war or analyze the current Egyptian/Israeli 
problem in such terms that preventive war is the only course of - 
action that seems’ plausible. The significance of the articles ‘ 
is two-fold., In the first place they have begun to appear in Pts 
traditionally moderate newspapers (none enclosed are from "Herut" )i-s 
such as Haaretz and those of the General Zionist, Progressives and, 
Agudist movements. -Secondly their appearance has become more iW) 
frequent during the past 2-3 weeks. & 


The articles from Lamerchav (Achdut Avoda) are of interest al 
in that they reveal a progression of sentiment, from David Eshkol's 
article of October 21, which rejects preventive war, into the 
belligerent tone of the "Buffer Zone" editorial of November 15. 

The latter is transmitted in its entirety, since it is.a pure and 
simple exposition of IDF strategical thinking, which favors, . 
ejection of the Egyptians from the Gaza strip and from part of or 
all of the Sinai peninsula. In connection with this, it should 
be kept in mind that Achdut Avoda has a heavy IDF membership, 
second only to that of Mapai. The réference in the editorial to 
the Western Powers standing "in Israel's way when her army was 
finishing the job” is to Achdut Avoda's General Igal Alon, who 
was at an anproximate mid-point between Khan Yunis and Suez when 
his army was called back. . (This is Achdut Avoda's most attractive 
legend, which has a partial kernel of truth, end is additionally 
embellished by making Sharett responsible for the call-back; 
needless to say the present Gaza trouble enhances the political 
value of the fable.) Eshkol's article of October 21 reiterates 
a point made in the October 17-18 Knesset foreign policy debate 
by an Achdut Avoda MK, denouncing preventive fee (really in 


response to Herut's challenge) and causing a good deal of specula- 
tion at the time as to whether the party was — eversing its « 
"activist" line because of the Soviet origin pf the arms to iM 
Egypt. Eshkol's position was untypical, eo as revealed ift> 
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| the November 15 editorial and Israel Galili's statements that the 
IDF is not a ae al always to return from a Khan Yunis raid. 











The really new factor is the increasing incidence of such 
articles in Haboker (General Zionists), Haaretz (Independent, 
but owned and directed by Gershon Schoken, a a Progressive MK who 
is definitely a moderate on the subject of "activism"), and Zmanim, 
(Progressives). These are usually in the form of "think piecea”, 
not of editorials. 


The real breakthrough in the General Zionist camp occurred 

with the article of Peretz Bernstein, "The Switch", which although 
ambiguous in choice of words is generally accepted in Israel as 
endorsing preventive war. The explicit adoption of this course 

is urged by Dr. von Weisel, a prominent Herut leader who left Herut 
in early 1955 to join the General Zionists, who has written a séries 
of pieces for Haboker advocating war soon and the ‘country's immediate 

conversion into a full war economy with extensive civilian defense 
precautions ("airraid shelters near the bus depot et cetera" he 


Even more surprising, however, than the change of Senseo 
Zionist attitude has been the recent change in Progressive party 
expositions of the subject, especially as reflected in the editorial 
of October 20 which claims that the ma jority of the population has 
become "activist", 


The tough tone of the Agudist editorial from Hamodia is less 
unusual than with the General Zionists jand the Progressives, Of 
the two religious parties, the Agudists have always been more 
"activist" than the Mizrahi. “ 


So far the most outstanding wieiter ties to this trend have 
been papers of Mapai, Mapam and the Mizrahi, If the appearance of 
the articles is symptomatic, then it is fortunate that these three 
coalition parties have not yet joined in the recent fad. It is 

. difficult to assess’how accurately these disturbing articles reflect 

party’ decisions or basic ‘attitudes of the leadership, and it 
appears that the device of presenting them as compositions of in- 
dividual writers is in fact designed to release the parties of the 
onus of responsibility at this stage. 
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| GENERAL ZIONIST (Haboker newspaper) 
Peretz Bernstein - October 28 
“THE SYVITCH" 


"Myself, and I believe, a decisive majerity of the nation 
have opposed premeditated war for conquest of ~ aod and places 

on which Jewish history hes left its imprint... ... We opposed: 
premeditated war for the purpose of enforcing peace...‘Ve 
opposed...war regardless of the question of what were the chances 
of achieving the desired aims by means Of waree. 


"As compared to the situation which had existed since the 
setting up of the State...a revolutionary change has now taken 
place." ‘¢ 


| 
Ben Avraham - November 14 


"The Gaza strip held by the Lgyptians is the symbol and the 
source of provocation of Israel. 
"It is a convenient vlace from which to send. saboteurs at 
nicht; it is easy to use it as a Fedayeen base and, from tine to 
time, it is possible to trouble She peace of the border settle-. 
ments. 


"The Gaza strip in the hands of Israel would mean a lessen- 
ing of the dansrer of war with Egypt, if not the end of it 
eltogether. An Egyptian penetration into Israel, and a 
possibility of total war would become a complicated and aifficult 
task even if undertaken by a superior ermy. It would be almost 
impossible for the Hgyptian Army, at least in the near future." 


| 


Dr. Von Weisel - November 10! 
"This must be Israel's line of policy: ' 


a) She must deal Egypt an immediate blow, before winter 
dis here. 4 


b) She dust capture not only the Gaza strip,: but the whole 
Sinai Peninsula up to the Suez Canal, including Port 


| Said and Port Tewfia. : 
| ; 4 . : 4 c) Israel a 
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c) Israel should let the British Government know that she | 


will not remove her forces from there except if given 
international guarantees that both the Sinai Peninsula 
and the whole of the Suez Canal, iticluding Port Said 
and Suez, would be included in an area which is 
separate and completely neytral, in which a foreign 
army, preferably British, would separate Israel from 


Egypt : 


"There is reason to hope that the Western Governments will 
accept these conditions in order to prevent the progress of. 
Israel's armies onto the Western bank of the Suez Canal and onto 
Cairo and Alexandria. They will pay the ‘price which Israel is 


demanding in exchange for the evacuation-of the Peninsula by 


Israel.” 


Dr. Von Weisel - November 8 
PREPARE FOR WAR, JUST THE SAME 
"Our first demand is that this Government declare to the 


people that it must prepare for a war with Egypt which will 
indubitably take place, even if the chances are that it will not 


‘break out within the next twelve months... | 


"Our second demand is that the Government appoint, forthwith, 
a specially chosen person for a. new task = to be Minister in a 
new office called, ‘Bureau for War Economy', and which will deal 
with all activities now under the vurview of the development, 
public works, transnort, trade and commerce, end azricultural 
departments. This office will be authorized to organize our man- 
power in such a way, that during the next two years, all men and 
women in the state will be active only in enterprises which 
facilitate the defense of the State.” | 


PROGRESSIVES (Zmanim newspaper) 
Editorial - October 20 


- "For many years there were two schools of thought in this 


country in matters of policy and security. One was .tactivist' 


and the other 'non-activist'. For a lon: time the ‘activist’ 
school: of thought was in thé minority; but after the establish- 
ment of the State, many of the differences between the two were 
obliterated’to a certain extent. 


| "Ag a result of the recent chain of events, however, one | 


could 
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| could note 4 sort of ‘activist' renaissance, even in the 
staunchest of the "non-activist' movement, and, public oninion, 
also, has gone through a similar metamorphosis. So far, however, 
there are no obvious signs that this chanre has elso taken a 
hold of the leadership of this country; but there is no doubt 
whatever’ that the pressure of events and public opinion will force 
the new Government to consider such means and possibilities as the 
lerger part of the population regards as the only solution to the - 
present situation. : 


¥Y. Artzi - October 28. 


"Sharett's appearance in Paris indicetes that the Israel 
Prime Minister has decided this time to abandon diplomatic r 
niceties. He called a spade 6 spade; and when the declaration 
that ‘a preventive war in the t‘iddle Hast is possible’ comes 
from a careful, conservative and thoveghtful man like Sharett, 
it indicates the extreme gravity of the present phase of Israel- 
‘Arab relations. 


"Mr. Sharett's announcement in Paris suddenly gives an 
official stamp to’ a solution which thus fer had only been 
mentioned in the State's most extreme circles - Preventive War. -— 


"There is no longer any need to prove that all political 
possibilities for solving the problem of Israel-Arab relations 
have been exhausted. Israel has tried everything, but without 
suecess. The Arabs' hate of Tsrael has by no means abated over 


‘“\ the years but has, on the contrary, grown. 


"There were times when Israel could hope for pressure from 
the West to be brought to bear on the Arabs' policy in favor of 
Israel, and not only has this hope~been proven futile, but the 
East too has thrown in its weisht against Israel by supplying 
arms to the Arabs. 


"Should Isreel sit back with her ams akimbo and wait, till 
the Arabs choose an auspicious moment in which to attack her? 
Are there any chances still of preventing a preventive war?™ 


. ACHDUT AVODA (Lamerchav newspaper) 
David Eshkol - October 21 


| | THE REINCARNATION OF "PREVENTIVE WAR" | 


l "There 
\ : ? 
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"There is no need for proofs and explanations to show tiat 


the large majority of the Israel population do not see ina 
‘preventive war' any kind of solution to Israel-Arab relations. 
Despite the marked difference of opinion in the public which 
covers a multicolored.variety of parties from Communists to 
General Zionists, it Apbears that it is unanimous in its negation 
of preventive war. 


: November. 6. 
(In an editorial not advocating war, but posing several 
questions, after pointing out that Jordan and Lebanon would not 
join Egypt in fighting Israel.) , 


"Traq will undoubredly encounter opposition to transferring 
a considerable portion of her.armmies dcross the Syrian desert. 
In view of the struggle for power and influence between Iraq and 
Egypt, would not Iraq also rejoice at the Gimming of Beyot's 
glory? . t 


"The Western powers will nn doubt welcome the clipving of 
Nasser's wings. This would’ be important for Britain's Suez and 
Cyprus interests; and in view of her competition with Egypt 
regarding the Sudan. And the U.S. will certeinly not forgive 
Nasser the headache he has caused her by the arms deal with Czecho- 
slovakia." “~ 


‘Israel Galili - November 4. 


"We must point out that for the State of Israel to insti- 
gate a.war would be foolhardy at best; but when Israel sends its 
army to Khan Unis, it is not always its duty to return from there. 
"When we declare that we will not start awar, this does not mean 
that we have to permit Nasser to choose for himself, and at his 
convenience, the time and plece of attack on Israel. T am con- 
vinced that all the forces in the Government have a negative etti- 
tude to a preventive war, but I must warn against the cosiparison 
being drawn between the security of this country and that of other 
countries, because no such comparison exists." 


_AGUDISTS (Hamodia newspaper) 


Al Roy - November 18, 
"ISRAFL'S SECURITY PLIGHT" | , | 
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| "It is now perfectly clear that a war between steed. and | 


Kgypt in the near future is unavoidable. The questden now is 
whether Egypt will open it when she has-finished organizing her 
forces with the newly-acquired arms, or whether Israel will 
forestall the danger by launching a preventive war. What is 
perfectly clear, however, is that in view of the recent develop- 
ments, it is vain to hope that the Israel-Egyptian dispute will be 
solved in a peaceful way. 


"The Czech-Egyptian deal:is the main cause of the recent 
develonment and it is practically certain that had it not been for 
that, Israel would not have found herself today on the verge of 
Ware Even without the Czech arms, Egypt so far’'has been superior 
to Israel in the matter of equipment, but the Israel Army could 
have defeated the Egyptians if we take into consideration that 
from an organizational point of view as well as.the individual 
fighting ial as the Israel Army is-far superior to the Egyptian 
one. 


. "It is noisecret that the Israel Army is ‘the strongest one 
in the Middle tast, but its strength is not estimated on the basis 
of the amount ie arms and equipment in its possession, but from 
the point of view of the human fighting material in it. 


"It has now been disclosed that the arms déal is not limited 
to Egypt; USSR apparently, has decided to flood the entire Iiddle 
East with arms and to catch all the Arab countries into her net. 
The first to bite the bait was Eeypt, and now Syria is following 
suit. 


"The assumption that the threat of danger is not so near 
since it will take Egypt quite a while to be able to put it into 
use, is a highly erroneous one. It: is a simple matter to learn 
to use new arms, and it will take at the most-half a yeartodoso. 
Similarly, it is a mistake to make any distinction between.arms 
for the purvoses of defense and arms for purposes of attack, be- 


ecause they are both exactly one and the same thing, and either 


is capable of being the deciding factor in the battlefield. | 


"Recent collisions between the Israel and Egyptian armies 


have proved beyond a shadow of doubt superiority of the former to } 


the latter, owing to its superiority of; human material and the 
strength of its morale md good intellect. But these are facts 
which must not be relied upon, since Nasser will not wage a war 
now when he knows he will be, défeated, but is biding his time 
till the is good and ready for ite 


"The security plicht of Israel becomes more ee acute, 


| the longer the war is being postponed and the stronger the 


Egyptian 
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and Israel will be able to conauer only in as much as she will be 
able to prevent a test of strength by arms. 


"It is hard for the writer to foretell what Israel intents 
to do in order to forestall the danger, even though it looks as 
though a preventive war is unavoidable. But be the decision of 
the government as it may, it is clear that both military and 
civilian alertness must be maintained. 

"ft is necessary for-the public to change its present way of 
life which is totally incompatible with a state of emergency. It 
must discipline itself to live on avery austerely modest and 
econonic standard and contribute thereby to the full defeat of the 


enemy e 
r) 


INDEPENDENT (Hasretz and Yedioth Aharonot newspapers) 


frie Ziv - Haaretz - November 9 


"WHAT IS PREVENTIVE WAR" 

"The writer of these lines has for seven: yéars belonged to 
that minority which has been convinced that a second war with the 
Arab neighbors is unescapable, because “the first war was not 
completed and left Israel in an intolerable situation from the 
viewpoint of her borders. 


"The occupation of the Gaza strip will constitute a great 


- setback to any regular military attack... As for the 250,000 hostile 


inhabitants, they would be the only part of the state in which a 
large Arab population would be completely cut off from any outside 
hostile contact.™ ; 


Yedioth Aharonot - November 15 
"From a military point of view, there is no justification for 


a postponement of a preventive war...Tomorrow the enemy will have 
the advantage over Israel." : 


ACHDUT AVODA (Lemerchav newspaper) 
Editorial - Novem ber 15 
“BUFFER ZONE" 


"It is 8 well known fact that there is no Egyptian territory 
in Israel and never has been. The Egyptian forces are stationed 


in Gaze as invaders. The strip is a Palestinian territory into 


which 
eb P vy 
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| which the Egyptians penetrated to fight Israel. They remained 
there by the grace of the Western powers, who intervened throug : 
the U.N. and stood in Israel's way when her army was finishing its 
job of chasing out the unwelcome invaders, 


"The presence of the Egyptians in the Gaza strip is the source 
of all evil and of all trouble on the borders. It is a base from 
which to attack Israel and invade her. But the big vowers and the 
U.N. have never proposed the removal of the Egyptian invaders from 
the strip, which is not their territory. . Instead, plans are being 
made that Isreel give up territory to Egypt in the Negev which 
comprises 4 third of the state of Israel. 


"The proposal for a huffer zone only implies the removal of 
Israel's forces from an area which only a fortnight agowas a 
fighting base for Egypt. This was allegedly done in the nane of the 
armistice agreemént. But had the Egyptians honored this agreement 
the U.N.'s intervention would have been unnecessary. 


"But the Egyptians turned the Nitsana area into an area 
similar in nature to the Gaza strip, a source of constant provoca- 
tion. Now the proposed buffer zone has arisen again to facilitate 
Egypt's deployment of her forces along the Israel borders. 


"If a buffer zone is a true necessity, then such a one exists 
already and it is ages old and has not been put there by the U.N. 
It is.none other than the Sinai desert. If the Egyptians stood 
behind that buffer they would have-no contact with the Israel army. 


"Israel cannot and need not provide Egypt's forces with 
fighting bases aimed against herself. The Egyptians will not be 
allowed to return to the occupied zone from which they have been 
removed. No armistice agreement can claim that the aggressor be 
given back what he has lost in battle." 
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suuect: § Recent Achdut Avoda Press Opinion on Sdueriorati 1 a 
Israel Relations and Soviet Resnonsibility. “y £F a ‘ 
| ’ : , ow /\ a | 
‘ ; tA (Prt rs O': 
The limbassy forwards herewith two'’articles from rabav  ~ 


B 
ission's Hebrew Daily Press Review, and which furnish intétesting : 
ointers on possible changes in fundamental attitudedS>t tine GW. 

traditionally Soviet-oriented party. i 


[ssfon Avoda) of Noveanber 18, which did not appear thes 


In the first article, "Short Range and Long Range Saadetanre ee 
written by Tadmor, the author does not shirk placing responsibilit; 
on the Soviet Bloc, although he minimizes the effect by assigning—: 
as the historical cause for this the necessity of responding to 14 « 
the Western challenge in the area. For a leftist his surmise -fy~ 
that, "(Russian a SIRE einige peed have even relied on:the Arab 
hostility towards Israel in order to strengthen relations with thay 
Arab world", is a strong statement. The second article, by: Eshedf{ 
is even more critical in tone, since it imputes to the Soviets the 
ouestionable leftist definition of Egypt as "progressive". 


The hints or\recommendations of ‘the two writers.on "activism" 

are of interest. 'Tadmor admits that a local "decisive military 

é blow" would have ho effect on the East/est struggle in the area, 
and he suggests Israel may wish to initiate a ‘policy of subversion 
of sovernment in the surrounding Arab countries. Most intriguing * 
along this line is his analysis that a "few counter-blows of ‘the 
NAHALIN type will undermine Britain's position in Jordan". In the 
second article Eshed's allusion that Israel is "liable to expand 
its borders "in case a-war is forced upon it" is of note. 


COMMENT: Achdut Avoda has not abandoned "activism", and the 5 

recommendation that Israel stimulate subversive activities anong 
its neighbors is a tempting design for “activism" which could oO 
conceivably damage the Arab states and allow Israel to bid the of 
ee 


blame of enarsine a cena war". 
ia enclosed articles are. ee indi cat ive that the pay s 
: abandogpit 
re z 
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abandoning its unreasoning pro-Soviet attitudes in fuvor of a 
neutrelist position, which in view of its leftist background 
will probably be accompanied by expressions of hurt resentment 

at the Soviet “error” in ienoring Israel. 
FOR THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES ale 


a, eS: 


i William L. Hamilton, Jr. 
First Secretary of Embassy 
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1. SHORT AWGs JD LONG RANGS CalPAIGN | 


Mr. Tadmor, Lamerchav political corres»ondent writes of the 
inmediate - military - and more refiote - political threats facing 
Israel. 


+ While Israel is still overwhelmed at the surplies of Czech 


supplies of British and French arms to Egypt. This is but a 
further proof of the murderous cynicism of Western politicians 

who arzue against the violation of the regional balance of power., 
‘ost outstanding is the, British Government which has again proved 
its hostility towards Israel. It is typical that following a 
rejection of Israel's desiand for arms and even the suspension of 
a certain quantity of arms previously ordered, the British Govern- 
ment has found it fit to resume the supplies to Egypt. On the 
other hand,~Israel's arsas campaign in Washington vromises to take 
the form of lengthy nezotiatidns whose results are doubtful. 


“arms to Egypt, reports have been rec eived on the resuuption of | 


Israel's short ranre nolicy shoulda examine by order of 
priority all the factors threatening this country and the means. 
of meeting them. 


In addition to the short-fan:.e military threat, there exists 
no less dangerous long-ran"e political menaces. The Soviets 
continue to declare that they do not aim at harming Israel. It-is 
to ba assumed that Russia was prompted to conclude the arms trans- 
action by the chain ‘of Western bases south of the oil wells. 
Russia's support of any neutral tendency in Asia and Europe as part 
of the anti-colonial campaign should also be noted. J 


Israel's security does not serve as a checking factor ifn the 
considerations of Russian-politicians. They may have even relied 
on the Arab hostility towards ‘Israel in order to strengthen rela- 
tions with the Arab world. Israel's politicians have unfortunately 
assisted this tendency by their declarations to the effect that 
"Tsrael was part of the free World etc. 


During last year two alliances, both hostile to Israel, were 
set up: the Baghdad Pact end the "neutral" treaty between Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia, The race has now started in respect of those 
Middle Bastern states which have not yet Getermined their stand. 


} 
'  'There is ground to fear that a joint agreement between Hast 
and West would be found through the miraculous formula of "a 


settlement" in the Middle East under the U.N. resolutions. The 


Bandung resolutions and Hden's statement are but first indications 
of this tendency. ; . 


\ ; 
| The long-range threats facing Israel cannot be cancelled 


through 
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| through a decisive military vlow., The political menace lies in | 
the ‘Yestern policy to remove Soviet influence from this region, 
‘an influence which according to the British and American Foreign 
“inistries was made possible through the exploitation of the 
Israel-Arab conflict. Israel's existence or annihilation cannot 
check either blocs in the cosipetition over the ‘‘iddle ast. 


Israel should examine the factors likely to help her in the 
struggle for her existence. She should exert efforts to mobilize 
world Jewry and the liberal world opinion. 


' She shouls not spare any efforts to restore her ability for 
political maneuvering. LEvery idea or initiative should be care- 
fully examined-whether orivinating from Washington, London’, Lioscow. 
or New Delhi. : 


The main arena for action should, however, be the \iddle Zast. 
! Israel should examine the nossibility of undermining the rule of 
Arab leaders. J'aybe this aim can easily be sechieved if this 
country finds ways of. joining hands with elements hostile to Nasser 
in Cairo, to the British rule in-Amman or the shaky regime in’ 
Damascus. 


These activities are likely to "shock" the hypocritical 
officials at the British Foreign Office, but they are also likely 
to deter them from-their hostile intentions towards Israel. 


, Anybody familiar with what goes on in Amman and the factors 
prompting Glubb Pasha to check infiltration, is well aware of that 
fact that a few counter-blows of the Nahalin type will undermine 
Britain's position in Jordan. “Yithout her influence in Jordan, 
Britain will be less dangerous to Israel. 


Israel should also aim her propaganda at the Arab refugees 
and prompt them to direct their wrath at the factors really 
responsible for their vlight. This country has not yet~been 
active in the psychological warfare field and now is the time to' 
launch activities in this direction. 


2, SOCIALIST BLOG-RE. AINS SILENT- Lamerchav 


Mr. Eshed in_Lamerchav regrets that during the meetings 
oO commemorating the October Revolution Day, representatives of. the 
Soviet umbassy did not voice their reaction to the alarm: prevail-. 
ing among Israel public in view of the arming of the Arab countries. 
by. both East ‘and:West. 


he The Soviet press ignores Israel's claims although it refrains 
ae | from sharply denouncing this country. The writer goes on to | 


analyze 
i LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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| analyze Russia's aint of view and her desire to increase the 
scope of influence and wonders whether that. country is indifferent 
to the exist.nce of Israel. "Russia's silence is strange; it 
brings no consolations; it is depressing and frightening”. .The 
State of Israel is able to defend itself and in case of a war 
forced upon it is liable to-exnand its borcers. What will, in 
this case, be Russia's stand? True, that: country had welcomed 
the “lar of Independence, but then it was an "anti-imperialistic” 
war whereas a defensive war now avainst Egypt would be aamaaaial 
against a "neutral" country with a "progressive regime", 
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SECRETARIES: 


camesoon ' Congress of the Gnited States — seesemmernow 


JEANNETTE CHESBROUGH SOWERS 


Rouse ys Representatives 19 Federal Building 
Bashington, B. €. Jacksonville , Florida 
November 22, 1955 — ACTION 


is assigned to 
Honorable John Foster Dulles 


Department of State 7 me —fwvrt | , A | | 
Washington 255 dD. C. afal” f - : 
Dear Mr. Dulles: 


I recently was talking with Heverend Frank Dunn, pastor of the First . 

Christian Church here and he told me on his recent trip to Europe he was A 3 
impressed by the fact that it would be a very great’error on the part of “'# ‘ 
the U, S. if we unnecessarily allow ourselves to become embroiled in a 
war as a result of the friction between Israel and Egypt. He expressed . 
the 6pinion that there was not enough idealogical importance, much less | 
material, or other importance to the conflict, to allow ourselves to be- ° 

\. come in a world war as a result of this friction. I do not know any of qT, 

A ‘ this information of my own knowledge, but I am inclined to agree with 0) 

- this ee pg on the basis of my conversation with Reverend Dunn; ~J 
at least I am inclined to. that belief in view of our previous actions ~~ — w 
in Korea because it seems to me that in Korea we had an excellent op- s 
portunity to stand firm for taking for the Korean Republic, at least po) 
all of the land south of the 38th Parallel and probably all the land aN 
through the narrow neck of Korea and in view of our stopping short of > 
these objectives in Korea it would seem to me that it is very dubious < 
that we ghould take a firmer stand where less idealogical imporfance cok 
igsinvolved. I_will appreciate any comments which you might be able a 
toé;makecabout tie efforts of the U. S. to bring about peace and toe- 1 
cyade war.in t ear East. ~ N) 
= Qo [ 8 ad nN) 


= 
ae Des oa 
“S Wath kisd@st regards, I am Gq 
mit as Ss. ‘ 6) a 
= Ss a Sincerely, 
=. <= = ‘ 5 y 5 
3 Chor 2. jr welll. 
3 Charles E. Bennett, M. C. 
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Ltr to Pres. from | 
Hla Aung of the Astan | 
Socialist Conf. on the 

Israel and Egypt situation, 
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Cables: “ SOCIALST ™ Sion: North 240. 


ASIAN SOCIALIST CONFERENCE 


Chuirman \ BA SWE. SECRETARIAT 
Sveretary ; WLYANA. 
Jt, Secretaries MADHAV GOKHALE. 4, Wingaba Road; 

HLA AUNG. ig ca Be Tes 

CHISATO. TATEBAYASHI. HE WHITE HOUSE Rangoon. 
Treasurer U KYAW NYEIN. 

b ] 
Nov 22 9-00 AM 755 
11th November 1955 


RECEIVED 
No. 393 ASC(B)/55. 


Dear Sir, 

I am directed to forward to your good office 
a copy of the Press Statement issued by the Asian 
Socialist Conference on 10th November on the siiuation 


in the Middle-Last. 


With kind regsrds, 


Yours sincerely, 


; A.S.C. SECRETARIAT . 
S ». 
Lad, AS 
C 
HLA AUNG 


_JT. SECRETARY — 


The President, - 
United States of America, 
WASHINGTON) D.C. 

4 U. SecA. 


¥ 


j | ! 


, Cables : “ SOCIALIST " + Phone. North 240. 


ASIAN SOCIALIST CONFERENCE 


SECRETARIAT 
4, Wingaba Road, 
9th Novenber 1953see* 


PRSSS STATES ISSUcD BY TE ASIAN SOCIaAList 
COLFSR TCs. OW Pas PAESEPT SITATON Ef Pea 
MIDDLE -EAST 


-—-=— 


In the past few weeks news of aountin= tension have been 
coiine in to us from the Middle Last, and we of the 4sian Socialist 
Conferenée feel tat the momert is ripe for cal:i thouehts and 
sober covrsel,. “he bloody clashes betweer. Isr3el and ~37rt, we 
consiier, fora a serious wenace to pesce in the area, ani tke 
desljerate arsawent race and the urgent ‘military pacts load the 
unhasoy situation with dancer for world seace as well, 


Ahile this anxious situatior prevails in the Middle Last, 
ari teupyers of the Israelis and the =gy stians alike run high, 
ard aa2ry slogans ani cries Bor war tear the air in tat troukled 
area, we of the Asian Socialist Conference consider it our sacred 
daty to raise our voice for calu and peace, dar in the area, 
sould it break out, will not ke contained, but will spreai over 
the world, scattering destruction and uwisery a_ong all: war at 
tnis critical juncture will forever extinguish the hoves of a. 
socialist society which wust draw nourishsent: frox durable peace. 


Ve therefore consiter that the following conditions for 
restoration of peace in. the Middle cast should be established 
wit’ tse sincere co-overation of the parties themselves and all 
nations whicnh hold »,eace yvrecious: 


{. The, Arab states and Israel, all neabers of the “YO, stouli 
refrain frou the use of force. and exvlore all available vethods 
for the neaceful settlenent of their outstandine dis>zutes, as 
indeed they have pledged to renounce force when they subscribed 
to the United Vations Charters 


2. That the Arab states, aeceptine the reality of Israel's 
existence, should give her due -ecognition and wors toretber in 
harvony for the 28gCe and prosserity of the region: 


4%, That Israel shoul- imwediately set bersel? to solve the 
problea of Arab refugees, and the Socialist forces in Israel 
eno0uli throw their weizht behind jJevelopsent prozramaes whic 
will absorb. the urhappy vietims of war and return back to tne 
their hasan dignity and happy and fruitful life; 


4. That the Big Powers, the U.S.A, the U.S.S.2., Great 
Beitain and France, should rather use their good offices tu 
restore peace in t'e region than increase the tensions by 
abetting the arus race in any direct or indirect way; 


Ss ves the Coloubg Powers -~ India, Burma, Indonesia, 
Veylon and Pdkistan -- shoulda use their friendship witr tie 
AsianeAfricar nations and lend their good offices in restorireg 
peace in thé region; 


S$. The “nited Nations Organization showld use its’ saebirery 
and influence in rezoving tre tensions in the Middle Sast, and 
help to build an era of veace and sroduetivity in the regior, 
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0 ALTHOUGH YOUR TELEGRAMS 136 AND 137, SENT DEPARTMENT 934 pes 
AND 992, REACHED HERE AFTER AMBASSADOR'S DEPARTURE ON i ‘o 7 
LEAVE, | ASSURE YOU THAT YOUR VARIOUS PROPOSALS TO SOLVE ‘ 
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\ ' UNCLASSIFIED ; 
Action 1955 NOV 24 AM 10 shi 12639 ry 
‘NieR : oS fcidy owechee 23, 1 4 
i FROM:Tel Aviv ~- 5:28 P.M. a 
nfo ' S 
RMR 0: *~«Secretary of State ae |) ‘ vy 
: J o 
5S NO; 542, November 23. . a. ve ~ 5 
G : f Rez 
DE A Fy a 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 542, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 87, BAGHDAD 24,W ,, 
10 BEIRUT 152, CAIRO 216, DAMASCUS 105. = 6 
a ig @ 
soy Reference EMBTEL 535. “eg 
OLI : es fi 
scp, ~«=—C GOI late Tuesday charged "Keyptian army is apparently under —- % 
os orders to harass and provoke Israel forces and Israel citizens; ! ¢ 
-, .continuously. It is daily becoming more and more evident Beyptld 
oer is bent on aggression." P 
Narr, Foreign Ministry spokesman declared there was no other "explana®@lon 
Ar for rash of attacks that has broken out lately. In less than 


three weeks. Egyptian military positions attacked Israel positions 
and patrols with automatic and artillery aside 21 occasions." 
"In most of these unprovoked attacks, Israel forces did not even 
return fire. During the same period, there were 12 incursions 
by Egyptian military planes over Israel | territory. 


"At same time, Egyptian army dient: in other Arab States, 
particularly Jordan, have been organizing and conducting military 
raids against Israel from territories of these countries. 


"In past 36 hours alone, Egyptian army forces launched four 

' attacks against Israel troops and civilians: 'l. Egyptian 
soldiers, penetrated into Israel in Nitzana demilitarized zone 
and attacked Israel patrol. 


‘2. Unarmed Israel fishing boat in open seas was savagely 


shelled by Egyptian shore batteries from Gaza strip. pe 
'5.. Israel outpost’. near Kissufim was attacked from across 
border by machine gun fire without itself returning fire. “2 
wo 
yh, Tuesday morning two Egyptian positions a ain opened fire 4 
r- 


| on Israel post in the Kissufim area, 


Incidents referred to in immediately pnecsat a paragraph descr fed 
by IDF as follows:: 


| | | "Group of 
| CLASSIFTED REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
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es » = 4 2 matinee rile hints tae a abe * sccm sedate een Oe 


"Group 
Monday 
Israel: 
Police 
Toward 
Israel 


vicinity of Yardena, north of Beisan. 
vontinued on its way without loss." 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Buc, November 23, from Tel Aviv. 

of four Egyptian soldiers who crossed into Israel territory 
morning fired at Isrsel police patrol traveling within 
territory south of Beerctayim in Nitzan demilitarized zone. 
returned fire and group fied. Patrol suffered no casualties. 
midnight Monday, group of armed infiltrators fired at 
patrol traveling alcng Israel-Jordan armistice. line in 
Patrol returned fire and 
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mie SENT DEPARTMENT 544; REPEATED INFURMATION AMMAN 88, alee ary. 3 

tt 

om ISRAEL EDITORIAL OPINION HAS REACTED VIOLENTLY TO CONT INUATION ea 
ye o 


USUN pers RAIDS, MAJOR EGYPTIAN RESFONSIRILITY EXPRESSED tee 
2 lt! FOREIGN MINISTER'S STATEMENTS OF NOVEMBER 21 AND 22 NOT 


Ol 
ied (REPEAT NOT) REECHOED iN PRESS, WHICH! NOW INCREASINGLY  - oO 
OLr «INCLINED PUT EQUAL OR SUBSTANTIAL SECONDARY BLAME ON JORDAN, O 
OPINION ROUNDUP BY SUBJECT MATTER FOLLOWS: 

,OCB : 

| USTA 1, JORDANIAN COMPLICITY IN RAIDS;  LAMERCHAY (ACHONT AVODA) 

| pe PROGRESSED IN TWO DAYS FROM BELIEF JURDAN AUTIORITIES EXERT ING 
ABiy EFFORT TO KEEP BORDER QUILT (NOVEMBER 21) 10 VIEW "OQPERAT ION" 
ATR «WITH EGYPT EXISTED, AND EVEN IF NOT (REPEAT NOT), JORDAN WOULD 


NAVY HAY: TO LEARN IT CANNNOT (REPEAT NOT) BE "WASHED “LEAN OF GUILT," 
(NOVEMBER. 22) AL HAMISHMAR (MAPAM) CLAIMED "ARAB LEGION OFFICERS 
PASSIVE -ALTHOUGH IN KNOW," HAARETZ (INDEPENDENT) CALLS IT 
"CHAIN SABOTAGE ACTIVITY INITIATED AND ORGANIZED BY EGYPT ° 
INSIDE JORDAN TERRITORY, WHILE JORDAN OFFICIALLY IGNORES IT", 


2. BRITISH INVOLVEMENT; LAMERCHAV THINK PIEVE (itGT REPEAT NOT) 
RELATED CURRENT ATTACKS) NOVEMBER 18 SUGGESTED "i Uw COUNTER 
BLOWS NAHALIN TYPE "WOULD UNDERMI*'E BRITAIN®S POSITION IN 
JORDAN, WITHOUT INFLUENCE IN JORDAN BRITAIN WOULD BE LESS 





DANGEROUS TO ISRAEL." HAARETZ (INDEPENDENT) AND HABOKER ry ai 
(GENERAL ZIONIST) NOVEMBER 22 SPECULATED BRITISH MOTIVES Nj 
ADVISING OF EGYPTIAN RESPONSIBILITY "PREVENT ISRAELI RETALIAT! xn 
IN JORDAN, EVEN THOUGH ISRAEL KNOWS JORDAN DOES NOT (REPEAT NOTE =< 
WANT INCIDENTS, " oe 
3. EGYPTIAN MOTIVES: LAMERCHAV NOVEMBER 21 RNDEAL HAMISHMAR 
} st => 8° L 
a , 3 3 Nevemeer 22 5) 
\ =< : i 
— . “OK THIS 
PERMANENT CONF ADE NT AL. a soc he 


RECORD COPY ¢ This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with takene 
| s) | be: 


CONF IDENT IAL 
win Suu, NOVEMBER 23,. 9:00 P.M, FROM TEL AVIV’ 
NOVEMBER 22 SAW DESIRE 7O OPEN SECOND FRONT AND TAKE HEAT 


OFF GA7A STRIP, WITH AL HAMISHMAR CLAIMING TIMING IS DESIGNED 
PROVOKE ISRAEL TO AGGRESS!ON AT TIME OF .BAGHDAD CONFERENCE, 


AS DESIRE TO SOLIDIFY ANTI-~ISRAEL SENTIMENT, AL IIAMISHMAR 


A350 THOUGHT ATTACKS INSPIRED BY EDEN PROPOSALS AND NOTED 
SIMILAR FGYPTIAN AGGRESSION END AUGUST FOLLOWING SECRETARY 
DULLES SPEECH, 


4. * LOCUS AND METHOD OF TRAINING:  LGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR AND 
MliliFARY ATTACHE AMMAN RESPONSIBLE, WITH RECRUITING DONE IN 
JORDAN, (HAARETZ AND LAMERCHAV NOVEMBER 22) CLNTERS FOR 
TRAIUING ARE HEBRON AND IRBID (HAARETZ) AND/OR HEBRON, JENIN, 
Th KARM, NAR! US AND AMMAN (i AM: RCHAY), 


5. SONSEGUENE IS: HABOKER MOVLMBLR 23 ACTIVES) WRITER BEM 
AVRANAM CUNSURED OFF ICTAL FORF IGN MINISTER. HOt HICLUS LOH OF 
JORDAN AS LQUALLY RESPONSIBLE, AND LAMERCHAV MOVIMBUR 22 
WROTE JORDAN, WILL HAVE TO LFARN "NO LOCALE 15 SANCTUARY 
AGAINST INF POR MURDERERS OF ISRALL IS.) HSUALLY MOPrPATl 
HAAR G7 oY MBER 23 ED LEOR LAL T7200 EP JORDAUT ATS PEMA TIED 
INSFED COLE OUST ING BAMLS EGYPTIAN GUERRITLAS «HL IE FPPRELORY 
THEY MUS) oo CREPLAT NOT) BE SURPRISED TR OIL FORCES TAKE 
MATTER If OWN HANDS AND DO WHATEVER NECESSARY EMSURL SAFLTY 
ISRAEL SETTLEMENTS." STRONGEST REACTION IN NOVEMBER 23 

HERE AND NOW, MAPAI WEEKLY, WHICH OUTLINED SERIES UNFAVORABLE 
FACTORS (JOPPAN CONDONING INFILTRATION BY MURDERERS, ISRAEL 
LOSS CONF IDLNCF COLONE! BREWSTER OF MAC, UNLIKELIHOOD GREAT 
POWERS INTERVENTION TO STOP ARAB AGGRESSION) AND CONCLUDED 
"!T SEEMED ISRALI WOULD’ SOON HAVE TO DEAL WITH SITUATION 
DIRLCTLY," ; 


COMMENT: ALTHOUGH STILL DISAGREE ING REGARDING DEGREE HASHEMITE 
GUILT, PRESS NOW PREOCCUPIED WITH THESIS EGYPT CAPABLE USING 
JORDAN AS BASE EVEN IF WITHOUT IT!S VOLITION RUT NOT (REPEAT NOT ) 
WiTHOUT !T'S KNOWLEDGE, PRESS REACTION LAST 48 HOURS TOUGHEST IN 
OPPOSITION (S) HABOKER, HERUT AND IN LAMERCHAV, HAARETZ, AL 
HAM!ISHMAR AND HERE AND NOW, LATTER FOUR W4TH ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT 
DECISIONS, 
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SENT TO: AmConsul JERUSALEM PHIOHTY GJ 
__RPTD TO: AmEmbassy CAIRO /O0G HX 





ii AmEmbassy TEL AVIV 7G 
— AmEmbassy AMMAN 277 
Israel Bubassy representative called Dept Nov. 23 at his request very: : 
9 YY 
pointedly cetnered Ito * one arméd incursions into Israel from tian e 
territory" in last ann weeks as well as fact Egyptian sponsored marauders now : 
entering Israel from Jordan. Dept asked whether cases had been brought to E 
attention of MACs and whether Israel had reached decision re Burns! proposals, 
: mA 
making general observation that handling in this way plus free movement of UN & 
= Hy 4 
' observers would be best way of preventing further incidents. fe 3 @ 
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oe : Department of State 
INDICATE: O couscr S 
aaa Classification 
SENT TO: Amembassy CAIRO 12 TH. 
LONDON & PA PF 
— ae TEL AVIV 377 } a 
t t te } 
-_ >| Secretary ao | 
/took advantage of visit by Sharett to Washington November 21.+0 spealq: | 
7 ; | $s : 
8 He ‘ 
avoid aggressive or "retaliatory" measures. Z/also stressed importance of, 
cooperating with Burns. Sharett declared that Israel would act only to de- 
i ; S ~ 
fend its territory and had no thought.of "preventive war". AS 
Please let Nasser know that SARS spoken to Sharett in these terms re) 
he # . 
and that /agm disturbed by reports of Fedayeen activity from Jordan. Egypt = 
for its part must take all possible steps including discontinuance of guerilla — 
; ' — 
activities to avoid incidents along frontiers with Israel if calm is to be 1 
' z iY) 
preserved. ON 
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SENT TO: USUN (Priority) 3¢¢ 
Origin —* , a ‘ 
USDEL requested to bring to attention Secretary General substance TEL AVIV's | 
ae 535 and 542, JERUSALEM's 166 and DEPTEL 65 to JERUSALEM which being rptd “ 
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ACCESS RESTRICTED ~ 


The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 


— 





File Designation 


Date 

. From 

To 

in the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 

restricted. ‘Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in genécal and specific record group restriction statements which are 


available-for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 
ys Security- Classified Information 


: CT] Otherwise Restricted Information 
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a « SECRET. 
25 ee, 5 i 
Action} Ne Control : 12887 _ 
. : Rec'd: November 24, 1955. 
NEA FROM: USARMA Israe1 2:21 p.m. oe 
Info : : a j ; = ? 
RMR TO: Secretary of State ; "f & m | 
e ; , ’ ty? 
SS NO; MAI 891, November 24 (Army Message) \ > ) | 
G * 
DP . 
C SENT DEPTAR FOR G-2, REPEATED INFORMATION USNMR PARIS, ,USCINCEUROy 
IO USDOCOSOUTH, USDOCOLAND, USARMAS AMMAN BAGHDAR BEIRUT/CAIRO AND pw 
DAMASCUS, DEPARTMENT STATE. ‘i ° 
Tae : @ 
OLI 1: Partial small selective call-up personnel and vehicles re 


underway Tel Aviv. May be for unit maneuver but initial stages » 
similar those of last large call-up due requisitioning some ~ 
very heavy trucks, civilian type tank’ transports, Sherutin, -_ 
very few busses this stage. Approximately one battalion artil- . 
‘lery or armored force drivers noted assembly point Rahatgan . ry 





0% peuunyey eg term a 


motor park (black berets). Ny) 
F 2: 232315 and 232400 hours local time automatic fire opened on = 
; Watehman Neduot Beitar M/R 160125. No casualty. Signed Query. gj 
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Action Centrol: 13597 | dg 
NEA Rec'd: November 26,1955 5 
FROM: Tel Aviv 4:38 a.m. F 
Info 8 
RMR 10: Secretary of State ; * 
: = 
33 nO: 545, November 25, 1 p.m. am 
G S 
= SENT DEPARTMENT 545; REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 89, CAIRO 218. m 
co 
fons Five incidents announced si IDF’ spokesman since Embassy telegram | 
P 542 include: . ® 
a. 1. Egyptians opened automatic and 81 mm mortar fire at Israel S 
OLT observa: in point at Noo Sirat November 23. No casualties. ba 
OCB: 2. Egyptian positions fired on Israel plane over Beeri November a 
USTA 23. Plane not hit. 
a 3. Automatic fire opened Se Egyptians on Noveriter 24 near poort.& 
ARMY ‘No casualties. a. 
| 
ie '4, . Egyptians opened automatic fire on November 24 at Israel patrvi - 
north of Kissufiim. No casualties. , 
5. Jordanian int'iltrators opened fire on November 23 at watchmarh) 
of Meeobetar. Watchman returned fire. No casualties. a 
Comment : Poregotng are not incidents of sufficient severity to Ol 
provoke ail oe on or increase possiblity of retaliatory action. 
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EF b | ___ CONFIDENTIAL | 
Action Control: 13233 
NEA Rec'd: NOVEMBER 25, 195% —~— 
FROM: NEW YORK : 11:32 A.M. ce F 
Info ’ « f _— o a ul 
RMR 10: Secretary of State ey y 
SS NO: «425, NOVEMBER 25, 11 A.M. “2 we Ei 
' r. RE 
_RE PALESTINE (DEPTEL 366, NOVEMBER 24) ‘: a 
; : w 
INFORMATION CONTAINED IN TELEGRAMS REFERRED TO IN ‘REFEREN i va 
TELEGRAM 1S SUBSTANTIALLY SAME AS THAT RECEIVED BY > ARY = 
GENERAL THROUGH UN CHANNELS, SINCE ACTION SUGGESTED IN REFERENCE Ei 
TELEGRAM WOULD BE DUPLICATION, PROPOSE THAT WE NOT TAKE UP, A a 
THIS QUESTION WITH SECRETARY GENERAL AT THIS TIME. : os 
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‘DWrited: States Senate 


November 25, 1955 


— * 


Respectfully referred to 
Hon, Thruston B. Morton . 
Assistant Secretary of State 
a2 ; 4 Washington. a | Xe: A eee 


<2) 
| aes <3 


“Ss: Cc: ae 


With thapks for. Such favorable consideration as 


5 comminication herewith submitted warrants, 


Sth bse 


and for. a report: ovina: in sumiavaté to 


accompany return of inclosure. 


: direction -— f 


CHARLES E, POTTER, UL Ss. eo 
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In reply refer to 


Decent er " 


SEV 674.24A/11-2555 


4, | 
foes 
| 
P  eeadeithed ; 
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Dear Senator fotter; 


I refer to your communieation of Bovember 25 
transmitting a letter from the President and other 


Metropolitan Detroit, Mishigan, ¢ United States 
policy with to the Arab-Isreel situation. Your 
interest in your constituents’ views available 


to the Depertment is appreciated. 


Our Government is grevely concerned over recent 
developments in the Middle Fast and is continuing to 
give the most serious attention “* this matter. Ina 
major policy statement on pas ye » Secretary Dulles, 
with the authority of the Pres » Proposed a 
sclution which would include a guarantee 
sponsored by the ited Nations. gently, at - 
his press conference on October 4, Secretary Dulles 
agein in@icated his hope that such a solution might 
te fe g See Serennes tae Cen of 60 Sree reese 


in the In & statement om November 9, President 
Bibsemaear indieated that the ted States stands 
firm on the Resp as stated by tary Dulles and 


reiterated that, “...gigen 2 solution of the other 
related problems, I weuld recommend that the United 
States join in Toienad treaty s to prevent 
oy Sart Say eftaet. ty @itner as alvae Uy farce 
the boumdaries between Ierael and its Arab ‘meighbors. “ 


i an enclosing fer your consti tuen a’ referense 


‘copies 6f the statements of the President and the 


Secretary and a copy of the Departuent's statement of 


Movember 5 
The Monorable 
Charles KE. Potter, 
United States Senate. 
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November 5 commereias the attitude of beg Government 
toward the hostilities between Israel ané Egypt. 


The statement ef the — Community Council is 
returned, aa you requested. 


Sincerely yours, 


a 
Thruaton B. Morton 
} Asaistant Secretary 
Enclosures: | 


‘1. Press releases nos. 517, 589, 
carga" copies) sit 
a 2. sta by the 


President, 
-3e Prom the seine omit U Bes 
f Metropolitan Detroit (returned). 
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16 UNCLASSIFIED | 
Action Control ; 13699 
NEA Rec'd: 5 ag 26, 1955 
FROM: Jerusalem 7:50-a.m. 
Info re “ © 2g iF 
‘ ( ’ oe id wu 
RMR TO: Secretary of State \) a . 
ss NO: 168, November 26 | ) 6? ; 
SP | . 3 3 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 168, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 81) “N 
EUR CAIRO 116, TEL AVIV 135, BEIRUT, DAMASCUS UNNU > 4 SG 
e, Folloying is substance UNTSO press communique November 24 0 o 
usun UN proposals El Auja D/Z. 24 - Ps 
! ' = o 
_ Various rumours and statements have appeared in the press . * F 
0 concerning reactions of the GOE and GOI to certain proposals mo 
OLT regarding situation in demilitarized area of Kl Auja and K - 
; vicinity made on 3 November. by UNSYG and UNTSG. View &.. 1 o 
OCR conflicting nature.these reports, a public clarification z N 
USIA of present position appears necessary. oe 
CIA! on 


OSD GOE, while not rejecting proposals, have suggested certain 
ARMY additional points for consideration in connection demilitarized 


AIR area. ' 


ne . GOI, while stating they accepted proposals in principle, have. 
also indicated there are points in regard to their implementation | 
on which they intend clarify their position. 
View initial attitudes taken by the two governments, further i 
négotiaSiqns by. the chief of staff concerning above proposals 
are required with both parties. % 
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a en: ee - 770 
Action a Control: 13983 
NEA Rec'd: NOVEMBER 27 
FROM: CAIRO ~~ 4:34 PM ae 
Info . . = 
RMR TO: Secretary of State : S 
33 no; 1028, NOVEMBER 27, 1 PM : n> 
SP ? zea? @ 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 1028, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 92, ~BAGHDAD T6Q fC; 
a BEIRUT 133, DAMASCUS 97, JIDDA 78, TEL AVIV 139,LONDON 19 le ee | 
P PARIS 102. ae < Wo 
vor, . -f 4 
fe) HAD LONG TALK WITH NASSER YESTERDAY ON SUBJECT FEDAYEEN NE 
OLI (REPEAT FKTDAYEEN) OPERATIONS INSIDE ISRAEL, STRESSING CONCERN — § 
0c: OF SECRETARY ALONG LINES DEPTEL 1072. FOUND HIM COMPLETELY, —™~ & 
‘OIA INFORMED OF ISRAEL! CHARGES AND FACT THAT GLUBB AND EVEN i os 
CaN SOME’ JORDANIANS BELIEVED EGYPT RESPONSIBLE, STATED HE HAD de 
RECENTLY DISCUSSED THIS "BELIEF" WITH JORDANIAN PRIME MINISTER gy * 
Ol 


NAS$ER STATED EMPHATICALLY THAT EGYPT WAS NOT DIRECTING 
OPERATIONS OF A GUERILLA NATURE INTO ISRAEL, HE EXPRESSED 
AT SOME LENGTH AND IN PERFECTLY LOGICAL MANNER HIS VIEWS 
AS TO WHY THIS WOULD BE AGAINST EGYPT'S OWN INTEREST AT 
PRESENT TIME, STATED HE FELT GREAT DEAL OF TROUBLE WAS 
SPONTANEOUS AND NOT DIRECTED BY ANYONE, AUGUST GUERILLA 
| b OPERATIONS INSIDE 1SRAEL HAD CAUGHT THE IMAGINATION OF 
REFUGEES AND OTHER EMBITTERED PERSONS, THESE RAIDS HAD 
LIFTED THEIR SPIRITS AND REDUCED THEIR FEAR OF ISRAEL, HE 
So MH IMSELF HAD RECEIVED HUNDREDS OF LETTERS FROM ARAB ENTHUS|! AS 
NROFFERING TO VOLUNTEER THEIR SERVICES AFTER THE AUGUST RAIDS. ©) 
N] SOME OF THE LETTERS WERE FROM GROUPS WHICH STATED THAT: IF 7 
THEIR SERVIGE WAS: NOT NEEDED OR ACCEPTED BY EGYPT THEY WOULD 
* OPERATE ON THEIR OWN AS ‘OPPORTUNITIES PRESENTED THEMSELVES, 
/ A HE COULD. ONLY pow THAT SOME°OF THESE INDIVIDUALS AND “ 
GROUPS WERE IN FA T OCCKSIONALLY OPERATING ON THEIR OWN, 
\' HE KNEW ABOUT THE/ CHARGES AGAINST HIS MILITARY ATTACHE IN 
ee: JORDAN. WHICH HE BENIED, HE ADMITTED FRANKLY ie: THAT 


i 


are. 


RM/R 


THERE WAS AN ORGANIZATION FOR SUCH OPERATIONS ANDERIE SUPPOSED 
KNOWLEDGE OF THIS MIGHT. BE BEING USED AS EVIDENCE F EGYPTS 
@ COMPLICITY IN PRESENT OPERATIONS, - HE FELT SUCK AN‘ ORGAN!IZA- [~ 


@ TION WAS IN ARAB INTERESTS AS NO ONE KNEW WHAT ISRAEL WOULD 
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SECRET 
-2- 1028, NOVEMBER 27, i PM FROM CAIRO 


DO AND THE ARABS SHOULD HAVE IN READINESS EVERY POSSIBLE 
COURSE OF ACTION OPEN TO THEM, F 


WHEN QUESTIONED AS TO WHO ELSE MIGHT BE DIRECTING OPERATIONS, 
HE STATED HE DID NOT KNOW, HE VOLUNTEERED GRANT MUFT! MIGHT 
‘BE OPERATING ON A SMALL SCALE BUT IF SO IT WAS WITHOUT HIS 
KNOWLEDGE OR APPROVAL, HE STATED HE DID NOT TRUST GRANT 
MUFT | AND GAVE SOME PLAUSIBLE REASONS FOR HIS ATTITUDE, 


WHILE MANY CAN FIND REASON PERHAPS DISTRUST NASSER ON THIS 
ISSUE, FOR MY PART | BELIEVE HE-WAS TELLING “THE TRUTH, HE 
SEEMS FULLY AWARE OF DANGER OF ISRAEL! REACTION YET APPEARED 
WITHOUT HOPE THAT ISRAELIS COULD BE CONVINCED HE NOT DIRECTING 
PRESENT OPERATIONS, HE FEELS MOREOVER EVEN IF THEY WERE SO 
CONVINCED THEY WOULD STILL BELIEVE IT- TO BE IN THEIR INTEREST 
TO ACCUSE EGYPT AT PRESENT STAGE, 
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27 —* LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: & 
Action ' Control: 1420] au. 
a Rec'd: November 28, hg | 
ae FROM: Tel Aviv 7:57 a.m. oO: | 
nto . . : e : & 
10; Secretary of State \ 3 
RMR . : | \Y" > “ 
93 NO: 549, November 27, 4 p.m. tee? we 
G = 
ad SENT DEPARTMENT 549, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 90, CAIRO 219 ~ : 
a IDF foreign liaison reported following incidents over weekend: = 
- November 25 Egyptians fired on Baikatabuarif. No damage. . 1 & 
e 
0 November 25 Israel aircraft over Israel territory fired at fr nt 
three Egyptian positions near Nahaloz. No hits. a : 
November 25 Egyptian machine gun detachment three men crossed ai 
into Israel territory and fired on outpost. Fire returned and 
. group retreated across border. Incident repeated fifteen minut<s 
later. No casualties. boar ine ees MR 09060800. 
November 26 Egyptians fired on local outpost near Kissufim. No 
casualties. ; 
November 26 shots fired at-Israel command car at 14201100 vicinity 
Beit Govrin. One wounded 4. aes ‘led over Jordan border. 
‘November 26 Israel Command car ran over two land mines on rogd $ 
near Gaza at 0900760. One wounded. Car damaged. 
November 26 Jew named Jad Lov “Cohen shot and killed in Jeruse lem City 
DM Zone. No other details. 
- ) . 
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AT CONFIDENTIAL 
Action Control: 14286 
et Rec'd: November 28, 19590248 
eal FROM: Jerusalem 10:43 ap o ES a 
Info e ; a 4 y 
wie ‘ . f | eal a 
RMR”. TO: Secretary of State = ‘ é 
Ss NO; 169, November 28, 10 a.m. | | ) o & 
SP ) ae. RE 
CG SENT DEPARTMENT 169 REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 1) » AMMAN RE 
L TEL AVIV UNNUMBERED, 0 we 
-° Re DEPTEL 65. Re 
: ! E 
-) According UNTSO Israelis’ filed list with EIMAC on November 22 — B 
? of complaints alleged incidents said to have occurred between a... 
November 15 and 19 inclusive. These comprised 8 cases firins 4 
across border by Egyptians and 1 case “anti-aircreft fire at .— 
Israeli aircraft flying over Israel." Similarly about November N 
10 Israelis filed with EIMAC list 16 complaints covering period 
October 31 to November 8 and alleging 4 cases firing across pore, 
6 cases Egyptian soldiers crossing border, 3 cases firing at IsMeii 
planes and 3 overflights by Egyptian planes. 7 
Israelis did not ask for investigation any cases first list. They 
asked for investigation only: i case second list, which said to 
involve actual capture Egyptian soldier within Israeli. Israelis 
wéll.aware procedure to effect MAC investigates only on request of 
one. of parties. In absence investigation complaint, when reached, 
is treated as mere unsupported allegation and dropped without 
discussion. UNTSO view is therefore that Israelis merely pilin 
up "complaints" for their own political purposes rather than =e 
attempting utilize MAC machinery alleviate border situation. ey 
| With respect complain#¥s sbout firing at aircraft, Lucas, Americ , 
political adviser to Chief of Staff, had stated that Israeli cf. 
aircraft have recently made habit following UNRWA plane to vicigity 
Gaza when latter landing there. This practice may cast some .™ 
doubt on validity this category of "complaint." <7, 
. ‘ ‘ eh 
(ITSO Ss no record of "twenty-one armed incursions ‘into israe i 
as mentioned referenced -télegram. ; 
- Ls 
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a « 7 i CONFIDENTIAL 
Action _ | . Control: 14287 ; P 
’ | Rec'd: November 28, 19 
FROM: Je 10:43 am. 
Info = _ * 
TO: Secretary of State * \ 
RMR NO: 170, November 28, 11 a.m. Ye 
SS j 
G 


* SENT DEPARTMENT 170 REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 118; AMMAN 
SP BEIRUT DAMASCUS TEL AVIV UNNUMBERED. 

‘Lucas, American political advisor to UNTSO, told me November 26 
that at meeting Burns-Eytan November 24 latter stated Israelis 

" would outline their position. respecting UN proposals of November 
USUN for El Auja D/Z in.communication which would be sent UNTSO next 


Myvve’vL9 


04 peuanzey og STH YS TIT =FUuL 





few days. Following release UNTSO press communique (CONTEL 168) on 
UOP November 24, however, Tekoah told Burns that’ communique had 3: ; 
OLLI caused Israelis reconsider and that statement their position & NW 
might be-"delayed for sometime". 00 
OCB ; | Ol 
a? Impression UNTSO officials is that neither party displaying any O1 


— discernible willingness accept UN proposals respecting border, 
pe but that each hoping make other appear responsible their rejection. 
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C SENT DEPARTMENT 1047; REPEATED INFORMATION. AMMAN 96, GHB. 78, Ww ‘ 
BUR BEIRUT 135, DAMASCUS 99, JIDDA 81, LONDON 194, TEL AVIV & a 
. TRIPOLI, BENGHAZI, PARIS UNNUMBERED | Ze m 
cS 
a JOINT EMBASSY-USIA ~ y 
. ® 
Nad ' At» press conference yesterday Nasser "clarified Egypt's position to 
OLI on Palestine in light of Eden's recognition UN resolutions this WN ° 
issue." ss O~— 
OCB aa — _ 
USIA Nasser pointed out that Eden had made no settlement proposals Ol 
CTA as such. He had however, acknowledged existence of 1947 resolu- 
Ow) tions which thesUnited Nations and the big powers. had neglected, 


lL xMY in spite Arab efforts and Bandung conference support and he Fhe 
NAVY of people of Palestine. Britain as mandatory power had abandoned 
AIR Palestine and its people to armed Zionist. gangs; however, Eden's 
reference to these neglected resolutions indicates rights of 
Arabs of Palestine have not been completely abandoned as some 
big powers thought, but time had come for their revival. 
Nasser saw no. need to convene Arab League political committee 
as "OME" had proposed to study Eden "proposals" since no "pro- 
posals" had actually been made. 


Asked to comment on Hamed Kheirat Said's statement to UN Correy, 
spondents Association in New York that Egypt was prepared to m 

\ accept third party. mediation in,Palestine settlement, Nasser “© | 
replied GOE had not received official text but "Egypt's policy ,, 
is absolutely clear - Palestine problem concerns all Arab states | 
and no one Arab is:entitled alone to deal with it. Egypt insig%s— 
on rights Palestinian Arab people and maintains matter does not” 
require negotiation" view UN resolutions 1947 and 1949 which 
should be carried out. Arab states have tried at UN to have 
these resolutions implemented but UN has ignored’its resolutions 

and Arab rights "in belief that by doing ‘so it can avoid peek 


"Tt is now high time for UN and big powers which dominate ‘it to = 
realize their attitude, of pretending forget or neglect these | @] 
resolutions and thereby abandoning rights of Palestinian Arabs 
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will never be conducive peace". 
Editorial comment: | 


AL AHRAM: UN has too long neglected its own resolutions and 
Palestinian peoples rights. If UN stands by its resolutions 
matter will be solved therefore mediation is unnecessary. 
Palestine is cause of all Arabs who unanimously agree on what 
should be done and to refuse mediation. 


Al, GUMHOURTYA: Arabs should beware of imperialists disguising 

themselves as Arabs who feign enthusiasm for Arab causes and 

sow seeds of dissension to provide gap for admission imperialism. 
‘They took news agency report and tried provoke disputes among 

“ Arabs trying demolish united Arab front. 


Egypt could not agree negotiate by herself on Palestine. 
Palestine question is for all, Arabs not for any separate Arab 
state to consider. ; 
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ARS) A? 
UMSA At 281500 hours local 7” outpost fired few shots toward > & 
pp Israeli position at (09820948), no casualties, no fire returned;\. 4 
“ND according Israel defense force FLO this morning. ; — & 
0 = 
° 


OLI Comment: Since Israel making desperate attempt gain favorable I 
US opinion for arms procurement retaliatory strike very unlikelypy 
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There is enclosed an article fron Latercnay, Aendut Avoda, for : 
Novenber 23, 1955, in which tre parer sreculates that January, 1956, W- 
will be a crisis month in the tiddle Test. Of the three reasons 


given, the latter two are of interest, in tnat they state that the > 
deadline of January, 1°56, will be one of Isrsel's cncosing, since 
the "grace Sharett atforded the United States for a re-examination — 
of its lMiddle Eastern policy" will have expired, and the IDF by then ;—™ 


will be ready for any action it may de esked to carry out. 


‘ 
é 
The paper's emphasis of the thene, now reveated in speeches and & 
editorial comments of .all shades of opinion, that after January (or & 
a short time later) deferral of the decisive blow against Sgypt will ¢ 
work to Israel's disadvantage, is cf particular interest in its oO 
timing. 

The article appeared on the same jay as the A..F. interview of 
Chief of Staff General Moshe Dayan, which he opened by saying 
"Israel's chances to win a war against the Arab States, or only 
against Esypt, are diminishing from month to month in the provertion 
as Egypt receives arms and trains its army te use them." Azainst 
the ‘background of heavy Achdut Aveda mentbership in the IDF, it 
should be recalled that Lamerchay ofter expresses IDF thinking and 
the simultaneous expression by Lamerchay and the IDF Chief of Staff 
that Israel's chances are diminishine monthly, or altost monthly, 
is of significance. In this connecticn, the Derzertment is advised 
that General Dayan's speech and conelusions were given "top billing" 
on all. November 28 Hebrew brorxdcasts of Kol Israel, the national 
radio, and in the NewS columns of all *he leading newsraners of 
November 29. 
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ME FATE TO BE DECIDED IN JANUARY 1956 


Lamerchav (November 28): 


; According to a reliable Western source who has access 
to the most authoritative information sources, January 1956 
will decide the future of the ME, and whether there will be 
an Israel-Arab war or not. Until then, a temporary lull in 
the. border tension is to be expected, while Israel and Arab 
political activity in the world capitals would be stepped 
uD» Early in 1956 both sides would have to review the 
results of their diplomatic efforts and come to clear-cut 
decisions on their relations with both the Western and 
Eastern blocs. , 


oe 


s ' 
| ™rée vitally important events are to take place in 


( 


January next which will shape the future of this region: 


' (1) In the first week of January the International 
Bank will have to give Nasser a definite reply as to whether 
it will finance the Asswan dame. If the reply is in the 
negative, Nasser will turn to the USSR for funds. 

(2) In the same month, the grace Sharett afforded the 
U.S. in her reappraisal of her ME policy, will lapse, 
‘according to reliable U.S. quarters. 

(3) In January 1956, according to the same source, ‘the 
Israel Army will be prepared for any action it may be |. 
required to carry out, whether on the Egyptian front, or any 
other border. And if until then a balance of power is not 
guaranteed, any deferring of the decisive blow to be dealt 
the Egyptian Army will be very much to Israel's disadvantage. 


According to Western diplomats, the Asswan is of far 
greater importance than the Czech arms deal. As one of them 
‘put it, the fate of the dam will shape the destiny of 
generations to come, while the arms have a short-term 
significance only. 
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Tripartite Declaration. 


=>. 


Tripartite Declaration, one by Mr. Poless in Haaretz (Independent) 
and one by Dr. Horowitz in Haboker, General Zionist. 


Both authors conclude that the Declaration has been 


Anthony Eden to the effect that the Declaration did not concern 
itself with maintaining an Israel/Arab balance of power in the 
area, and (magnified according to Israel interpretation) his 
November 9 suggestion that Israel surrender land as the price 


of a peace settlement. 


cr 
ty 
invalidated by the recent recommendations or comments of Sir g 
3 
PS 


David Ben Gurion's remarks to a reporter for the London Times of 
August 26, 1955, in which he characteriged the 1950 Tripartite 
Guarantee as being made without Israel's or the Arabs’ partici- 
pation, a “one-sided declaration" which did not confer any rights 
on the signatories. He added that by providing arms to the Arabs, 
two of the signatories had shifted the balance of ‘power in the 
area and therefore acted contrary to the terms and purpose of the 


declaration. 


The same specific tie-in as in the two above citea press 


articles of cession of territory being inconsistent with the 1950 
Declaration was also contained in an editorial of Haaretz of : 
November 18 In this editorial, entitled "Whither the United 
States in the Area?", the following comment is offered apropos 
President Eisenhower's message to Rabbi Silver: 


im 


a 





pon, Oh | <4 


"Israel greatly values the display of friendship so 
strongly emphasized by the President's message to Silver; 
put she must point to the glaring contradictions between 
adherence to the Tripartite Declaration and the insistence 
on'negotiations on those very same borders which the De 


claration meant to stabilize." oS 
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| The three press examples cited above also typify the con- 
versational comments on the 1950 Declaration of many Israelis 
to the drefting officer recently. Moreover, the final 
conclusion that Eden's proposals really mean "his abandonment 
of the Tripartite Declaration was implicit in the spate of "No 
Munich for Israel" editorial reactions of two weeks ago, which 
came from papers of Mapai, Achdut Avoda, Herut, General Zionists, 


Mizrahi and Agudists. 
FOR THE CHARGE D'AFFATRES A.I.: 


NW Men 


William L. Hamilton, Jr. 
First Secretary of Embassy 
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PAST AND PRESENT SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TRIPARTITE 
, ~~ DECLARATION. OS™ 


Article by Mr. Poless - Haaretz 


For the last five and a half years every responsible 
Western politician has been praising the 1950 Declaration 
as being the pillar for stability in the Middle East. Wherever 
Israel raised contentions as to the intentions of the Arab 
states, the West asked her to rely on the Declaration. A few 
days ago, Sir Anthony asserted that the declaration did not 
speak of the maintenance of balance of power. This view is 
most surprising in the light of its clear contents. 


The declaration saw the light in May 1950 and aimed at 
consolidating an Anglo-American Stand on the Middle East in 
view of former British supplies of arms to the Arabs and 
U.S. arms consignments to Israel. 


The writer goes on-to analyze at length the various 
points in the declaration and states that although the term 
"balanice of power" is not expressly mentioned, the entire 
purpose of the declaration is to preserve the balance of 
power and safeguard border stability. Israel has never 
ignored the importance of the Declaration, but raised 
objections as to means of its implementation. True, an 
alliance with America is preferable, but as things are now, 
the declaration is the only existing political instrument 
likely to safeguard the borders. 


By: claiming that the declaration did not provide for 
the safeguard of borders, Sir Anthony undertakes a most 
serious violation of this document. The balances of power 
was upset through the supply of Czech arms to Egypt and the - 
West is now seeking means of restoring the balance. They 
have reacted by consolidating the Northern tiey. The writer 


weoeee that this is not sufficient since the chances that 
Egypt would declare war on Iraq are slight while the menace 
‘directed against Israel is very tangible. If the Western 
‘Powers wish to maintain the validity of the Declaration, they 


should act in its spirit while adjusting their policy to the 
situation created. The Declaration speaks of a prevention 

of an armament race initiated by the U.S., Britain and France, 
but if Russia launches such a race what could the West — 
abhieve by its reiterated assurances on intentions to prevent 


this 
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Declarations of this type are at present devoid of political 
value. One of the aims, of the Declsration - safeguard of border 
status quo - was seriously violated through the arms transac- 
tions and the West can now remedy the Harm done by sending ams 
to Israel. Althowgh/this can be termed as an armament race, it 
is, not the type of race which the West undertook to stop. A. 
Western decision to arm Israel would also implement the. Declara- 
tion in accordance with changed circumstances, Sir Anthony's. 
reference to the effect that.a balance of power was not referred 
in the declaration makes the latter devoid of any contents. As 
such, it can-no longer appease any of the parties concerned. 


Article by Dr. Horowitz - Haboker 


In his review of world Affairs, Dr. Horowitz writes in 
Haboker that nothing'is left of the Tripartite Declaration, 
since it contains no provision for the maintenance of the 
regional balance of power and does not even constitute a 
guarantee for the existing borders. 
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P Re Amman's 249 and 250 to Department. 4 = 
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O Subject only .to caveat that Israelis do surprising things, > ut 
OLI I would say that prospects Israel retaliation against he. - 
Jordan are remote. a & 
IOP 4 
OocB . Firstly, recent wave of incidents has receded, with only fi 
CIA current difficulty along Gaza strip. Secondly, IDF W 8 
OSD intelligence corroborates Glubb Pasha's information that O- ¢ 
ARMY Egyptians responsibile organization and direction incursions, oI 
NAVY from-Yordan, (in spite of Nasser's protestations to con- 
AIR trary). 
Finally, GOI so preoccupied with shifting | balance of military 
power to Egypt that it- would hesitate. to "rock boat" at time 
when it regards Washington-Paris approval arms requests as 
vital to its interests. 
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The Counselor of the Israeli Embassy, Mr. BENDOR, called at the Embassy on | a 

November 29 for a general review of the current situation in the Near East. ‘a 

The purpose of Mr, Bendor's visit appeared to be a clarification of the United QO 

States Government position on Prime Minister EDEN's statement and to urge the SNe. 

United States to conclude some kind of temporary security guarantee for the present. 
Israeli frontiers. Mr. Bendor further suggested that the United States Government® ., — 
might work toward removing Colonel Nasser from power since it was obvious to him Ww‘ 

/ that it was only a question of time before Egypt, under Colonel Nasser's guidance, 
would declare war on Israql. 


Mr. Bendor violently attacked the Eden Mansion House speech and asked why 
Israel ‘should be made to forfeit territory which she had gained'through so much 
sacrifice. Although the territories which Israel was expected to cede to Egypt 
had not been spelled out, ir. Bendor said the intent of Mr. Eden's statement 
was to have Israel withdraw from the port of Elath on the Gulf of Aqaba and to 
return the Negeo to Egypt. For Israel to accept Eden's preposal, Israel would not 
only surrender the valuable port but, much worse, would submit to the Egyptian ~ 
bargaining position which that country had EBON through dealing with Russia. 


SSCe-l-L/Vt 


Mr. Bendor asked exachy what the United States Government position was with 
regard to the Eden project.) He was informed that Secretary DULLES approved the 
Eden statement insofar as supported the Secretary's statement of August 26. 

Mr, Bendor objected that the Eden plan went mich further. Although Israel would 
certainly agree to frontier rectification, it would never accede to territorial 
cessions. He explained that frontier rectification would mean a redrawing of the 
frontiers to give Jordan or Eg’pt complete control of fields which were ovned by — 
villages. located on Arab territory and vice-versa. Israel would claim a 
compensating amount of territory at other points along the frontier. However, 
Israel would never cede an inch of territory without some compensation. When 
asked if Mr. Eden's proposal would have had greater success if taken up through 
secret diplomatic channels, Mr. Bendor replied that no such project would be 
acceptable to the Isrdelis under any terms, particularly with Great Britain acting 
as the third party. 


a 


Regard the Czechoslovak delivery of arms to Egypt, lr, ‘Bendor said his 5 5 
reports co med the arrival in Egypt of from 100-200 MIG's, several of whith. & 
| had along been assembled, along with 32 Czech pilots. He farther helieveg thet | 
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six submarines ard some Lenin tanks were to be included in the delivery. The 
six submarines, lr. Bendor continued, provided a great potential danger to the 
West, since the sutmarines would have to be manned by Russian personnel, 
The Afro-Asian bloc in the United Nations, Mr. tendor said, had become 

a strony force to be reckoned with. He pointed, as an example, to the 
Algerian question on which ‘the Arab-Asiatic bloc was committed to vote for 
inscription without reg rd for the merits of the casé. Last year's Bandung 
Conference, lr. Bendor said, had crystalized the position of the Arab- 
Asiatic bloc. Israel had’ wished to attend and only by the veto of one of 
the inviting powers, Pakistan, was it decided that Israel not be invited, 
Nad Israel attended, it could have had considerable influence in presenting 
the position of the West and would have compensated, to an important 
degree, for the presence of such Eastern powers as Communist China. Mr. 
Bendor had received reports that the second Afro-Asian Conference would take 
placé in April 1956 in Cairo. The selection of Cairo as the location for 
the second conference precluded Israel's being represented since the Israeli 
delegation would never be permitted to enter the country. Mr. Bendor said 
that it had been decided that the conference should take place in an African 
country and the decision had been narrewed down between Egypt and Ethiopia. 
Since Colonel Nasser had personally headed the Egyptian Delegation to 

Bondung, and since the Ethiopian Delegation had beer led by a comparatively 
unimportant political figure (Ethiopian Ambassador Deressa to Washingtcn), 
Egypt had been selected. fir. Bendor said the original five inviting countries 
would again send out invitations for the. second Afro-Asian Conference. 


Vr. Bendor had recently read with some interest Colonel Nasser,'s 
change of heart on the Eden Plan. This was evidence, Kr. Hendor said, of 
Nasser's weak position. Having supported the plan, the pressure of the 
other Arab countries and extremist elements in Egypt on Nasser had forced 
him to reverse his position and to attack Eden's statement. 


Mr. Bendor feit that.France had taken a weak position in Middle 
Eastern affairs by resuming its shipment of arms to Igypt in returm for 
Nasser's word thst broadcasts from Cairo, hostilé to the French popivis in 
North Africa, would cease,, ‘ 


When asked what position Mr. Bendor felt the United States could take 
under the present circumstances, Mr. Bendor admitted that any recommendations 
he made would be biased. However, he felt that the United States should 
come out openly in support of guaranteeing the present frontiers on a 
temporary basis only, until final settlement of the boundaries had been 
reached between Israel and Egypt. This would be consistent, he thought, 
with the United States previous position of strict impartiality. Mr. 

Bendor also felt that the United States Government might work toward 
Nasser's removal from power, He: again rciterated his belief that Nasser 
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was fundamentally weak and ha] little support either inside Lgypt;or in 
tie rest of the Arak world. The bvild-un of Esyrtian arms undue 


ve 


Nasser'r 
leadership could only lead to war. Should Nasser be removed from power, 
Mr. Bendor continued, Egypt would ve faced witn several years of non- 
leadership, in which the political parti¢s wculd gradually re-form and zain 
power. In the meantine, the immediate threat of wor with Israel would 

be removed and a permanent settlcment could be sought in a peaceful 
atmosphere. us 
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ods Following summarizes current status outstanding UNTSO matters :. ® 
TO as out"ined by Lucas of UNTSO in conversation December 1. a 
USUN . as 
vente 
P (1) Israelis have not yet sent TNTSO.communication settin nN) fi 
GaP forth tueir position respecting UI proposals for El Auja D Z, le 
O but Burns now expects receive this in very near future. He’ ak © 
OLLI intends thereafter to proceed Gairo continue conversations there ¢y ba 


OCB (2) On basis discussions already held with Israelis they may be 
USIA expected reject Egyptian idea of marking all boundaries D/Z, as 

CIA we'! as any suggestion that they return to status quo existing 

OSD up to September 21. On contrary they would insist on maintaining 
ARMY situation as it existed on October 3. Latter includes stationing 
NAVY of police in D/Z. Israelis may be expec ted to keep their troops 

ATR in D/Z so long as Egyptians have forces in zone esta:1:shéd by 
Article 8 paragraph 4 GAA Israelis have stated that they have no e 
troops (other than defensive forces authorized vy Article 7 GAA) 

west of. 1 ne running through Faluja and Beersheba. ~) 


(3) Egyptian troops have frequently directed small-arms fire 3 
across DL. »Burns has told Egyptian delegate through chairman ae 
Eimac that such firing is contrary. assurances given him in Cairo,’ 
by Nasser and Amer (CONTELs 156 and 158)... Burns also intends call 
attention Israelis to their unsubstantiated accusations in press’, 
regarding numerous incidents a!legedly perpetrated by Egyptians ;.." 
Jordanians, etc, pointing out lack of evidence and failure utilize 


4 


MAC machinery to establish | facts such cases (CONTEL 169). ri 
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ee |OF-FLO GAVE EMBASSY FOLLOWING VERSION INCIDENTS DECEMBER 1, 


SGe 


OCE. (1)e  ESYPTIAN OUTPOST DIRECTED AUTOMATIC FIRE AT NUSEIRAT 
apy (MR 935= -928). FIRE -NOT RETURNED; 


ARMY (2). MACHINE GUN FIRE DIRECTED FROM EGYPTIAN POST AT 
NAVY (MR 8912875). IDF RETURNED FIRE AND EXCHANGE CONT INUED APPROX| - 
tia weil a MINUTES, IDF SUFFERED TWO SLIGHTLY WOUNDED; 


(3). MORTAR SHELLS DIRECTED (MR-972-869). FIRING STOPPED 
WHEN UN OBSERVERS ARRIVED; 


(4). MORTAR SHELLS EXPLODED ON KHIRBET YEHUDI, FIRE WAS 
DIRECTED FROM ESYPTIAN POST AT (MR 972-964). 
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EUR = 2 
L Burns told me today he has appointment with Ben Gurion for ol be 
10 December 5, when latter is to apprise him of GOI position — w a 
USSU” respecting. \UN proposals for El Auja D/Z. (CONTEL 174). > @ 
P Referring delay this matter Burns said he has been waiting > 5 
UCP all week for Ben’ Gurion to recover from his attack of influ- ies B 
‘Q enza. ~ a 
OLE iD o 

1 ° 


Burns added that Israelis recently daatrea him IDF complying 


OUD with Article 7 GAA, whereupon he again raised question of N 
USIEA restrictions on freedom movement observers. a 
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PRIORITY | 
‘ ) 
SENT DEPARTMENT 186, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY cAERO3S). 
PRIORITY ‘LONDON 74, PRIORITY PARIS 75, PRIORITY TEL AVIV 137, 
AMMAN 86, BETRUT 44, DAMASCUS 51. 






Re CONTEL 175. 


Burns bes informef me of role currently being played by 
Colonel Cyril Banks, British member of Parliament, in con-= 
nection itsrael-Egypt situation. Banks understood have con- 
-‘fidential relation Nasser as economic adviser to GOE. 


04 petimiey eg ISNA  WUeUTIIO 


QGe-Z1/vre*ri9™ 


After recent interview Nasser ‘Banks came Jerusalem where 

he informed GOL offiétals that he had emphasized to Nasser 
need more peaceful relations with Israel as prerequisite 
economic aid from western powers. Acting Foreign Minister 
Meyerson and Eytan expressed doubt Nasser’ intentions lack- 
ing sssurance that, he would be firm orders stop firing and 
raiding across D/L. Banks undertook endeavor obtain such 
assurance. He requested UNTSO facilitate his travel Cairo. % 
and return Jerusaiem, since he had to return London hy 
December 5 participate Commons debate Mid-East affairs that 
date. Banks proceeded Cairo in UN airplane where he saw 
Nasser, returning Jerusalem December 1. © 
According Banks, Nasser promised issue firm orders to troops By 
against acts mentioned providing Israelis do likewise:, Theses’ 
orders to take effect from time statement on subject made in % 
Parliamerit, London. Nasser apparently sure his, orders will 3 
be obeyed. Discussing ‘El Auja, Nasser said position there = 
somewhat different from Gaza area. He could not guamantee 
Situation there to same extent unless Kibbutz shouldope | 


removed and provisicns GAA respected in entirety. — ! 


Banks gave above information to Eytan in Burns' presegce 
night December 1. After discussion subject Ben-Guridé® -has 
sent reply to Banks in care Israeli Embassy Paris along fol- 


lowing lines; h | 
| Egyptians sien a) + 4 
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-2- 186, December 3, 1 p.m., from Jerusalem. 


Egyptians and GOI accepted Burns' request of last August 30 
for cease-fire, but former continued firing, attacks, mining 
‘and sabotage. Israelis have been disappointed on various 
occasions following Egyptian agreements to cease-fire arrange- 
ments. Their acts of violence continue. However, Israelis 
willing to try once more. Ben Gurion therefore assured Banks 
‘that if Nasser gives orders, and they are carried out, IDF 
will refrain from all firing. Ben-Gurions message adds "in- 
structions to that effect are already in force in the whole 
of our army, and will continue to be scrupulously observed." 
He asked Banks add that order from Nasser against shooting, 
etc., would amount to only partial compliance by GOE with 
armistice terms. 


Present arrangement regarding above exchange asswances is that 
Banks will inform member British: Government, who will make 
Statement in House Monday afternoon. Cease-fire orders will 
then presumably go into effect. Burns has communicated to 
Nasser substance Ben-Gurion message. 


Since message does not cover question El Auja, Burns has 
informed parties that he considers UN proposals of November 
3 as still before them. As previously reported, he hopes 
receive statement Israeli's position on matter December 5, . 
after «hich he will proceed Cairo with view ascertain firm 
position GOE. 


Eurns unaware extent to which Banks actions sanctioned by 
British Government. Burns only authorized his use airplane 

- "after checking his status" and since Banks request immediate 
interview Nasser (transmfttted through UNTSO channel) was 
promptly, granted. 
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; @) C/S Shugayr (has informed ARMATT that he was recently “approached” — 
OLI re organizing Fedayeen operations from Syria, After consul tiie Nd 
iy Lebanese CINC Shehab, Shugayr said he told Egyptian’ Military fe. 
] IOP Attache Hammad that neither Syria nor Lebanon considered it in~ W 
OCB their interest to permit Fedayeen operations since inevitable Ol 
d CIA result would be retaliatory attacks on unarmed Lebanese villages Ol 
OSD or commencement of hostdlities on Syrian border which both 
wished avoid. In case Of full hostilities, however, neither 
country would oppose use of Fedayeen: 


¢ 
Action % fj. Control: 1622 

NEA~ ale ‘ Rec'd: December 3, 1955 Wd OC 
FROM: Damascus * 8:13 a.m. Bee | 
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10: Secretary of State i p e 
RMR ; 
NO; 545, December 3, 11 a.m. iy 
3S } Oo & 
G ; Noy 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT 545; REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 134, BAGHDAD LD, +. 4 
C BEIRUT 183, CAIRO 185, JIDDA 98, TEL AVIV 116, LONDON 144, . | 
EUR PARIS 104. Ww o 
Io  p 
P Cairo EMBTEL 1028 to Department. - 2 
UOP \ &§ 
Ee 
$ 


» Comment: If original report re a Fedayeen operations in Syria 
with headquarters at Egyptian. Embassy Damascus (EMBTEL 451). is 
correct, organization may exist without concurrence Shuqayr. 
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FROM: Tel Aviv » & 9:28 a.m. w 8 8 
Info as 8 
RMR 10: Secretary of State a 5 
SS NO: 577, December 5, 4 p.m. ae = 3 
SP : | sel w 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 577 REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 227, LONDON 173, ‘> 
= PARIS 16, AMMAN 95, BEIRUT 159, DAMASCUS 109, JERUSALEM 64. 8 
’ , 3 3 
IO Foreign Ministry today gave Embassy its account Colonel’ Banks hv) E 
P activities reported Jerusalem 186 to Department. GOI version 
NOP similar to that reported General Burns except its account ;' gl 
UV . Banks quotation of Nasser was that latter said he would instruct oe 
OLI his troops El Auja area not to fire but could not guarantee ¢. 
they would follow his instructions because of this "neurosis" 
OCB about Ziot Kibbutz. Nasser wa: quoted as adding he could only 
LSIA be certain behavior his troops if members of Kibbutz were 
CIA removed from D/Z. 
OSD 
ARMY -Koreign Ministry¥ did not attach much importance to Banks 
NAVY activities (A) because of disappointment with previous messages 
ATK from Nasser and (B) because GOI was convinced that Nasser was 
insincere ard merely "playing for time". - 
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Action Mecsui Control: 2147 
NEA . Rec'd: December 5, 1955 
- FROM: Jerusalem 10:21 a.m. 
nto ” 
RMR TO: Secretary of State 
a NO: 177,- December 5, Noon e : | 
tT E ue 
SP $ a 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 177, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 88, CAIRO 122, gy © | 
EUR LONDON 75, PARIS 76, TEL AVIV, BEIRUT, ANKARA, BAGHDAD DAMASCUS ww 7 
" UNNUMBERED > E 
VOP, in contrast Turkish President Bayars' visit to Jerusalem last ae 
0 month (re MYTEL 145, November 7, 1955), visit of Egyptian + DD 
OLI Defense Minister Abul-Hakim Amer December 1 met with warm ; = 
welcome in press and private conversation Jerusalémites though (yn 
OCB without noticeable public demonstration. Security measures (7 
USIA less extreme than for Bayar but still conspicuous, reportedly Ol 
CIA, directed against possible action of local Moslem Brotherhood. 
OSD City's activity normal during visit. King Hussein did not 
ARMY accompany Amer in Jerusalem but joined him'later at Arab Legion 
NAVY camp. Pursuant purpose of visit as described by Egyptian ; 
AIR Ambassador (according Jordan press December 1) as "study of 
military situation," Amer shown Israel-held Jerusalem and 
"Jerusalem corridor" to Tel Aviv from vantage points in Jordan 
territory. ‘ 
_/ Comment: Articulate opinion on west bank appears ‘strongly in 
favor Egyptian-Syrian. military alliance, Egyptian leadgys 
Arab world. on 4 
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NEA ae Rec'd: DECEMBER 6, 1955 | 8 9 3% 
FROM: JERUSALEM 8:27 a Fad o 
Info . ee a” 
RMR TO; Secretary of State Pte. de \ 
sg NOt 178, DECEMBER 5, 5 P.M. | K) ! Oo: 
G : | eae 
SP | | ane 
a SENT DEPARTMENT 178, CAIRD 124, AMMAN, DAMASCUS ,\ TEL AVIV, Ms 
NN M { : 4 a 
sun UNNUMBERED _ ; Me Be 
e BREWSTER WAS RECENTLY INFORMED BY MAJOR FRIEND, BRITISH OFFICER “& 
WITH ARAB LEGION INTELLIGENCE, THAT WHILE EGYPTIANS SUSPECTED ae 
OF IMPLICATION IN RECENT DEMOLITION INCIDENTS IN ISRAEL LEGION = 
HAS NO POSITIVE EVIDENCE WHICH COULD ESTABLISH EGYPTIAN on 
COMPLICITY. ACCORDING TO FRIEND JORDAN AUTHORITIES HAVE NO oO 
DEFINITE IDEA WHO IS RESPONSIBLE. HE POINTED OUT IMPOSSIBILITY 1 
OF STOPPING ALL INCURSIONS INTO ISRAEL IN VIEW LENGTH FRONTIER 
AND DIFFICULTY OF APPREHENDING GUILTY PARTICS. ; 
‘| AM UNABLE EXPLAIN DISCREPANCY BETWEEN FOREGOING AND INFORM- 
ATION CONTEL 165. HOWEVER, FRIENDS STATEMENT OBVIOUSLY 
ACCORDS WITH ARAB LEGION PRESS RELEASE ENCLOSED AMMANS 
DESPATCH 183. 
HAVE DISCUSSED ABOVE WITH .OBUROS WHO HAD NOTHING FURTHER 
' TO ADD THIS SUBJECT. © 
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aug 10: Secretary of State 


: NO: | 1330, December 6, 1 p.’. 


PRIORITY 


7 SENT DEPARTMENT 180, "REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY CAIRO 126, 
jsux PRIORITY LONDON 76, PRIORITY PARIS 77, AMMAN, “BEIRUT,” DAMASCUS, 
> TEL AVIV UNNUMPERED 


ry General Burns asw ben-Gurion December 5. He La proitis Calro # 
LI December ‘7. _ § 
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Os According (urns len-Gurlon ubressed potul bhat prerequisite 
uSTA ny agreements about ll Auja area or elsewhere must be ces- 
oT A sation by Esypt ol shooting and raiding scrons border. If 
OsD that condition met Men-Gurton would apree to UNTSO marking 
ARMY old internation] Crontier ltl Auja D/Z, but not (repeat not) 
Aie all D/Z boundries us Nusser haus proposed. He. ulso expressed 
at willingness: remove troops from D/Z provided Epyptianss move 
their position from zone opposite (Article “%, paragraph 3 GAA). 


Le See 


Burns raised question of Kibbutz in D/Z, pointing out mili- 
tary characteristics this settlement. Ben-Gurion countered 
by arguing that all settlers near borders had to be organized 
ays self-defense, et cetera. Burns observed that situation 

nét (repeat not) exactly comparable that elsewhere. How- 
acae Ben-Gurion gave no (repeat no) indication that Israelis 
might be prepared under any circumstances consider removal 
Kibbutz or police force. 


Burns said he is preparing report of above interview for 
UNSYG. He offered send me copy. Will telegraph summary when 
available. In discussing above with me Burns, commented that 
matter of Kibbutz in D/Z is "a farce”, since it is clearly a 
military-t establishment. He said Ben-Gurion does not 
(repeat not) appear to be in good health and expressed doubt 
that latter would remain in office long under difficult cir- 
cumstances. Burns is not (repeat not) optimistic nesnPotne 
outcome his gurrent efforts improve matters. ’ [~ 
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In long talk with Sharett today, I probed deeply into question 








possible settlement along lines of my talks with Fawzi in San Francisco - F 
Washington. While discussion was inconclusive and Sharett took yal | a : 
stubborn attitude on territorial matters, I did not get impression he a) | 
irrevocably. ‘ xo 
re closed doors 220595RKEE. sar etic emphasis was against QTE territorial > ns 
x (lo wicbssions UNQTE but was willing to talk about QTE mtual adjustments UNQTESS q 
(qe and did not repeat not insist 'that Israeli losses had to be matched acre és = 
for acre by gains. o a 
I think it would be usefyl for you to let Nasser or Fawzi know that my 
talk was in consequence of our discussions with them and that I am doing every~ 
“thing possible to achieve early progress. 
FYI I have in mind that press may give impression, perhaps through 
Fr Snformation by ‘Isresli Embassy, that I have been discussing pattlewsed 


with Sharett behind Egypt's back. Summary of discussion will follow in 
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Action ae f Comtrall: 4550 ere 
\ Rec'd: December 9, i : 
“a FROM: Jeruiseven 1995 DEC 9 PM 2 32 6:41 a.m. | F 
Info ’ f 
RMR TO; Secretary of State . oe : 
Ss NO: 182, December 8, 5, p.m. a om | 
G Fm. ey 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT 182, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 90, carRO1e7, & f | 
L TEL AVIV UNNUMBERED. jf e 
10’ SUPPLEMENTING CONTEL 169. Ks 
USUN > 2 
: Since November 22 Israelis have lodged somplainta with EIMAC “SNS iF 
as, follows: November 29, 7 complaints; Decerver 1, 5 complaints @ 
December 3, 7 complaints; December 5, 1 (verbal) complaints.  ® 
-December 6, 2 (verbal). complaints. With exeepttons prompt |; ' 
verbal complaints, each batch covered liciderts occurring .@ 
wittic preceding @ or 3 days. ra : 


Israelis requested investigation in only 2@above instances. 

°. One case involved mining of Command car, une other alleged we 
shelling of Kissufim and Ein Hashlosha with 120 MM mortar fire. 
In first of these, observer found two craters, fragments of 
car and of what appeared to be mine container. No tracks were 
discovered and the .vehicle itself had been moved to Beersheba 
_by time of investigation. 


counter-complaints. Recent history this matter may be summari 

as follows: Israelis alleged Egyptian post fired om Israeli 
outpost at 1030 hours 28 November and that Egyptian platoon . 
attacked at 1200 wounded 2. No investigation requested. Egyptigts 
alleped that Israel position fired at Egyptian spldiers workings 
in their positions. Investigation tian side’ D/L disclosed 
32 craters from 120 mm mortar plus tails mort, shells. , 
According Israeli allegation on afternoon November 28 Egyptian ery 
position shelled Kissufim and Ein Hashlosha. Observer found oneps;: 
tail of 120 MM mortar,, but no other crater. ; oO 


Israelis and Egyptians have engaged in series complaints and o. 
zi 





» According Israeli allegation Egyptian position opened machine 
gun and mortar fire at Israeli outposts December 1 wounding 2. 
Observer who saw part of-exchange fire believes Israelis fired 
first, but could not verify since some positions beyond his 
vision. On basis similar complaint and counter-compleint 
same date observer found ten mortar impacts at -site of Egyptian& 
position. Israelis did not request investigation. 43 QO 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
-2- 182, December 8, 5, p.m. from Jerusalem. 


On December 6 both parties complained that the other opened - 
*ffre at 0950. MAC chairman arranged cease-fire for 1130 and 
1300 hours but thes¢ were disregarded. Observer reported that 
after second attempt at cease-fire Israelis were continuing 
harassing fire. Ceage-fire successful about 1600 after UNTSO 
appealed to Israeli Foreign Ministry. 


Chairman EIMAC has indicated to‘UNTSO that most major firing 
incidents have in his: opinion been commenced by Egyptians. 

One cause this situation is resumption Israeli motor patrols 
along D/In since about November 1. UNTSO reports Gaza.strip 
now manned mostly by Palestinians. Evidently Egyptians have 
"written: off strip" from military viewpoint and‘ would not 
make serious effort hold it in event outbreak hostilities. 

' El Auja area has remained quiet. Number Israeli troops in D/Z 
believed reduced to roughly one company. UNTSO’ cannot express-y 
opinion about number Egyptian troops’ in zone established 
Article 8 paragraph 3 GAA owing restrictions movement observers. 
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AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RY 


December 8, 1955 


The Honorable John Foster Dulles 
Secretary of State | 
Department of State 

Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Dulles: 


I want to call your attention to the enclosed 
letter from a prominent and thoughtful citizen of North. 
Carolina concerning the current tension between Israel 
and Egypt, and to add.my personal request that you give 
Mr. an Leneman’ Ss proposal your serious consideration. 

s an | 


I would appreciate your returning Mr. Press- 
man's letter for my files. 


. 


Sincerely, 


“< 


Ni W. Kerr Scott 
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December 2 21955 


Dear Senator Scott: 
I refer to your letter of Decesber 8 to Secretary 


Dulles enclos @ letter from Mr. J. L. Pressman of 
Charlotte, Vaited 


tain steps whieh the Gaited States would be prepared 
ae ee Seeereem oF Wes Isreel 


Mr. Pressuan's letter is returned, as you requested. 


: US Sincerely yours, | 


Thrusten B. Morton 
Assistant Secretary 
i 1. statement. 

2e AG@ress pron gin Secretary Dulles, 


1955. 
,3e rree i Mr. Presesen (returned). 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 1107; REPEATED INFORMATION TEL AVIV.14 JERU 
61,. LONDON 204, USUN 28 


General Burns met Foreign Minister Fawzi 7 December and sought 
Egyptian approval SYG proposals re El Auja D/Z. Fawzi who not 
particularly forthcoming indicated GOE might be willing drop 
proposal demarcate entire D/Z and work out formula, withdrawal 
few meters checkpost now encroaching on D/Z-if Major General -Amer 
was satisfied maintenance of 30 police in D/Z on conditions ; 
approved by Burns did not present threat security Egyptian fdrces 
Burns saw Amer December 8 Amer stated GOE could not accept ma#in- 
tenance of police in D/Z for’ reasons of security and because 
acceptance would be unfavorably received by Egyptian army as 
representing "concession." Amer called police "screen" prevent- 
ing Egyptians obtain intelligence information re Israeli forces 
in Western front area and indicated such intelligence necessary 
view Israeli unwillingness permit movement observers when Israeii. 


had operation in mind. O 

(Burns explained to us that police in his view counter-balance =m 

personnel of GOE checkposts.on Western side D/Z. He noted that 

special committee had not yet decided their status but he felt fu. 
ie 
{ 


é 
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ee 
that principle of police in D/Z depended essentially on status © 
Kibbutz which SC has never decided. He speculated SC might 
eventually have to decide status police but he had observed no ! 
enthusiasm for SC consideration problem:at present time. ) ; 


Burns saw Fawzi again later same day. View Amer's position Fawzi 
withdrew suggestions previously made re demarcation and checkpos 
Burns clearly disappointed Egyptian position. He points out that 
by_ sticking to technicalities GOE in effect leaving Israelis in © 
military occupation D/Z. Burns hopes situation will remain "flu3q" 
and mentioned Amer had assured him Egyptian troops in region D/Z-. 
had strict orders hold fire unless attacked. However Burns fears} 
Israelis may take advantage GOE "rejection" SYG propesals to try-? 
mark unilaterally Western side D/Z. Burns said he would forbit a 
such action but is not hopeful Israelis will desist. In that = 
event further clashes likely. 
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Comment: Problem is that each sice fears attack by other but 
neither t'or political reasons seems prepared grant free move- 

ment UN observers in disturbed area. (Burns admitted Israelis 
still restricting movements of coservers in Western front area 

to main roads, although they are permitted move freely in D/Z. 

In return GOE prohibits movement observers in area west of D/Z.) 
This would appear best means solve problem which is essentially 
fear of both sides of concealed military build-up. Hope to see 
Nasser within next few days and will endeavor persuade him re- 
‘examine GOE position. In meantime, hope Israelis can be persuaded 
not to go ahead with marking and to make some progress on observer 
movement in Western front area. - 
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Embassy's Tel. 2311, Dec. 6: Jerusalem Tel. 186, Tad Aviv'!s—-py~- 
REF ‘ Tel. 577 and Cairo's Tel. 1077. ae : ~ 
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sussect: Activities of Col. Banks, Member of British Parliamen 
tion with Israeli-E-yptian Border Situation. oe 
’ way RH =" 
4) The recent activities of Col. Cyril Banks,a Conservative member of 
the British Hou'se of Commons, in seekins to bring about an improvement 
in the situation alon: the Israeli-Eeyptian border were brought to the 
Department's attention in tel. no. 186 of Dec. 3 from the Consulate 2 
Generel at Jervsalem and were also mentioned in tel. no. 577 of Dec. 5 O)., 
from Tel Aviv and tel. no. 1077 of Dec. 6 from Cairo. Col. Banks “Ns 
activities had also been mentioned by the British Foreign Office to: & 
this Embassy prior to the receipt of Jerusalem's telegram in question 3 
and the Foreign Office had stressed that Col. Banks was not actinz in W® 
behalf of Her Majesty's Government. On Dec. 6 the Embassy discussed AS 
the matter with the Foreign Office and as reygorted in the Embassy's 
tel. no.’ 2411 of that date, the Foreign Office confirmed that Col. Bank3N 
had not been acting in behalf of the British Government nor had the — 
Foreign Office even been aware of his intention to act asan intermedi-WN 
ary between Ecypt and Israel on this question. ‘The Embassy's telegran t 
also pointed out that although General Burns, the Chief of the United © 
Nations Truce Supervisory Organization, had apparently obtained the 
impression from Col. Banks that a statement was coing to be meade on 
the subject in the House of Commons on Dec.' 5, no such statement was 
in fact made either by a Government spokesman or by Col. Banks himself 
on that date. The Embassy also learns ‘that Ccl, Banks, who had mean-, 
while returned to London, had an appointment at the Foreign Office 
that rom day (witl®Mr. Harold Turton, Perlianentary Under-Secretary 
of State). 
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On Dec. 3 an Embassy officer discussed the matter with lir. Turton, 
who said that he was well acquainted with Col. Banks. He stated that 


1 


Col. Banks has paid a number of visits to the Middle East and: knows QQ 
Col. Nasser, the Egyptian Prime Minister quite well (although as ' @) 
indicated in Cairols tel. no. 1077 there appears reason to believe . 
that Col. Banks has any special relationship with Col. Nasser or with 

the Ssyptian Government). Mr. Turton did not indicate the reason = 


interests (he is a director of several compahies). On his arriving 
in Cairo, Col. Banks callefi both on the British Ambassador, Sir 
Humphrey Trevelyan, and on Col. Nasser. A number of subjects were 


|ais cussed at his meeting aie Nasser, including Israeli-Arab * <ations 
. } 2 
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for Col. Bank's latest slop of Sey to refer to the latter's business 
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but at that time_there was no question of Col. Banks! acting in eny | 
mediatory capacity. He subsequently went to Israel where he had a 
conversation with. the Acting Foreign Minister, Mrs. Golda liyerson. 
The subject of the disturbed conditions alon: the frontier with 
Reypt cane vp and irs. Myerson asked Col. Banks whether, in view of 
his acquaintance with Col. Nasser, hé wovld be willins to fo nant to 
Cairo,and speak to Nasser about the matter. 
In discussins the foresoin~ with the Enbassy's revresentative, Ir. 
Turton emphasized it was at the request of the Actinz Israeli Foreign 
Minister that Col. Banks had undertaken his mission te Cairo. As 
indicated in Jerusalem's telegram no. 186, Col. Banks was provided 
with a plane for the journey oy General Burns. He flew to Cairo 
and saw Col. Nasser, who indicated that the Esyptians would be pre- 
pared to issue firm orders to stov firings and raiding across the 
demarcation line, provided the Israelis would do the same and provid- 
ins the Israeli kibbutz were removed from the Auja demilitarized 
zone. Col. Benks had to return to Jerusalem immediately and therae- 
fore did not have an opportunity to inform the British Embassy in 
Cairo of his talk with Nasser. When he arrived in Jerusalem, he 
communicated Nasser's views to General Burns and to Mrs. Myerson, 
who undertook to inform Mr. Ben Gurion, the Prime Minister, and to 
send word on to Col. Banks, who had to return to London, as to Mr. 
Ber Gurion's reaction. Mr. Ben Gurion, however, refused to agree to. 
the removal of the Israeli kibbutz from the demilitarized zone.* 
Col. Banks wag so informed by the Israeli Governnent following his 
return to Lonfion and there the matter rests. The Foreign Office, 
while not havjinz sponsored or even having been informed rezardins 
Col. Banks! attempt to improve, the border situation, is disappointed 
at the failure of his efforts As it would, of course, welcome any 
amelioration. It is expected that dvrinzs the course of the Middle 

Hast debate in the House of Commons on December 12 Col. Banks will 
untroub tedly hae somethins to say about his efforts. 


According to information available to the Embassy, Col. Cyril 
“Banks was born in 1901 and has been Conservative member for Pudsey 
‘since 1950. During the war he served with the Ministry of Food and 
with the War Office and was engaced on the supply side of COSSAC 
in 1943 and SHAEF «in 1944. From 1952 to 1953 he held minor 
’ | " 
*see Jerusalem's tel. no. 18 of Dec. 6 for a,confirmation of this 
attitude of Ben Surion's. 
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[ ministerien rank as Joint Parliamentary Private Secretary to the | 
Minister of Transnort and Civil Aviation but holds no ministerial 
‘position at the present time. 


cc: Jerusalem 
Damascus 
Tel Aviv 
Amman 
Cairo 
Beirut 
Paris 


' 


For the Ambassadors: 


Cro sen — 
Evan li, Wilson 
First Secretary of Embassy 
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- In my opinion we have here another 


example of the policy of "divide and conquer". 


12/23/85 


NE - Mr. Wilkins as 
7 So WES he 
Who are the "people in the Department" Eban 
and Sharett keep talking about — you. and me? 


Maybe they're starting a' back-door campaign 
Teel Francis. | 
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December 9, 1955. - 


MSMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE ; 5! 


{ 


, f 
1 had breakfast this morning with Ambassador Eban and 


_ Minister Shiloah. As you know, Foreign Minister Sharett is 


here. They reviewed with me their recent conversations with 
you and conversations which friends of theirs had had with 
Senator George which had been relayed to them, expressing 
generally the opinion that the United States should guarantee 
the respective boundaries of israel and Egypt, and your general 
view that nothing could be done about the security pact until 
the congress had reconvened. They also reviewed for me the 
general discussions that. they had had with you, Mr. Russell 

and others in the State Department. 


They expressed great concern as to whether israel 
was not in effect being punished for its attitude of coopera- 
tion with the’ free nations of the western world, whereas 
Egypt, which was in effect thumbing its nose at the western 
world by buying arms from Czechoslovakia and in general 
cooperating with the Russians and with Nehru on a program of 


_neutralism, was in effect being rewarded for its bad conduct. 


They were concerped with what they regarded as the general 
feeling in the Department that Israel, with its exceedingly 
small territory must give.way in order to satisfy Egypt. 
They told me that they had submitted an exceedi y modest 
arms proposal which included airplanes which would help them 
with their defense but which could not be used for offensive 
bombing and that in general they had submitted a very 
affirmative program for discussion. This program included: 


-(1) The agreement by the United States to give 
Israel defensive arms but not necessarily to put it on 
a pariwith Egypt. ~ 


(2) Straightening out any irregularities in the 
boundaries insofar as they were really irritating ; 
provided it did not mean any substantial sacrifice of ear 

_ territory on their part, including especially the er 
Negev and provided it dia not mean their giving up AG 
their sea coast, which was their lifeline. This S & 
program they said might even envisage Egypt's getting 





“pa more in acreage than Israel got. *- 
| (3)' Satisfactory international commissjon Wea) ¥ 

be U.N. er auspices to govern the use of the 
Ota hy | under oF other ausp s g . : 


holy places in Jerusalem and other holy pla 
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(4) “ith financial aid from the United States, 
the working out of an appropriate program to take care 
of the Arab refugees; although they thought this would 
have to be done by~resettlement rather than by absorption 
in the Jewish community. They also thought there should 
be certain offsetting credits for their refugees and 
the moneys they had already spent on this problem. 


(5) Since traffic generally is moved from the. 
south t o the north, they would be willing to grant 
rights of way for the re-activation of the Cairo 
Beirut railway. | 

(6) if it’is essential that there be a connecting 
link between Egypt and Trans Jorm&n, they would be 
‘willing to have an international highway across israeli 
territory for this purpose. They do not want it set up 
as an international enclave and they do not wish to 
grant deeded rights or concessioned rights to Egypt 
or Jordan, as they believe they would ultimately 
want to guard it and station troops and indulge in the 
doctrine of "hot" pursuit on the crimes committed on 
the concession itself. They feel that their territory 
is already so. small that they must be exceptionally 
careful about granting further- inroads and especially 
about the granting of concessions that would be pro- 
ductive of riots and hard feelings. 


(7) .They said it was essential that they should 
continue to have access to the Red: Sea and that it would 
be utterly impossible to grant a triangular piece of 
land adjacent to Egypt and a triangular piece of land 
adjacent to Trans Jordan which would meet at lsraeli 
territory at a point, through which point the lsraelis 
would be permitted to pass south to the Red Sea and 
into present israel territory immediately north of the 
Red Sea. They said they had difficulty enough persuading 
people to settle in that area without subjecting them 
to further hazards of raids from Moslem territory. They 
felt that the authors of this plan had merely done it on 
paper and were not at all cognizant of its ethnological, . 
sociological and economic consequences. 


(8) They would be glad to grant a free —_ of 
entry’ to Trans Jordan at Haifa, which would have a 
profound favorable effect ‘upon the economic memes of 
Trans Jordan. 


(9) They would be willing to carry out all aspects 


of the Johnston plan, which would give Trans Jordan 
favorable water resources. 
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(1C) They would hope that the United States and 
Great Britain would guarantee the boundaries of both 
israel, Egypt and the other adjacent Arab states and 
would make it clear that they would punish violations. 


(11) They pointed out that purely from 2, military 
standpoint alone we should be careful about urging a 
program which will connect Egypt with Trans Jordan 
physically and which would give the Communists great 
maneuverability and would give them 4 military ‘highway 
that they do not now possess. 


Despite this very affirmative, const uctive progran, 
they feel that persons in the Department working on this 
at er feél that it is not. enough and that you must give 
Egypt more in order to settle. They feel that Nasser is 
being coached by Molotov and that Krishna Menon is lending 
encouragement to the Arab states in the United Nations and 
that at the present time, with Nehru's approval, Krishna 
Menon is doing his level best to promote the idea that Moscow 
has peaceful intentions and that each Arab nation should be 
permitted to work out its own destiny. They feel that 
Krishna Menon is very evasive when they talk to him, and is not 
trustworthy. . 

They deplore Eden's speéch at the Guild Hall and 
deplore the present British approach, which they feel is 
geared to persuading the United States to adopt the Bagdad 
pact, which would be inimical to israel's interests. 

——— d « 

They said there was calm in igmei today because 
there was great confidence that you would work the situation 
-Out. They hoped that there was a real desire on the part of 
the administration to work out the mutual security pact and 
that it would be put up to the Senate with the approbation \ 
of the Eisenhower administration and not merely put up. 
They were very appreciative of the very constructive manner 
in which you had discussed the problem with their Foreign 
Minister, Mr. Sharett, and the fact that you had referred to 
the consequences of negotiations envisaged by Sharett as a 
"chamber of -horrors" and expressed great confidence in you, 
but wondered if you were not being too much influenced by 
peoplé in the Department who still were “preaching that Israel 
must” make greater. sacrifices to Egypt. 


ut Be hat Pie that you were not the kind of a person 
who talked one way to one side and the other way to the other 
side and that when you publicly expressed your beliefs in 
moral law, you believed in carrying out that moral law in 
“your negotiations and that you were not one to deceive ~ 
‘people by the profession of sentiments sii you knew you 
alse not carry out. 
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they expressed a great fear that the British would 
now sell us a "bill of goods" and that lndia would somehow 
come in as a neutral negotiator when they really felt their 
interests were the other-way. 1 said 1 had discussed this 
matter briefly with Judge. Proskauer the night before, who 
told me he was breakfasting with Foreign Minister Sharett; 
that Judge Proskauer had mentioned some of the points out- 
lined above and that someone in Washington who claimed it 
came from the "horse's mouth" had telephoned his partner 
George Shapiro, who used to be legal counsel for Governor 
Dewey, that Proskauer should set up a formula for settlement 
which would be acceptable to American Jewry. 1 commented 
that if they announced any public formula, the Arabs would 
immediately start whittling away at it and that if one started 
to discuss these settlements in public one got public opinion 
frozen in such a manner that it was very difficult to arrive 
at a settlement; and 1 thought their Foreign Minister would 
be well advised, apart from negotiations with you, not to 
state with others,-no matter how prominent in American Jewry, 
that any particular formula was acceptable to lsrael; because 
if you were going to approach the negotiations in good faith 
there were bound to have to be compromises on both sides. 
They agreed with this and said they thought Judge. Proskauer 
was getting rather old and that occasionally he sdmetimes 
forgot that matters were told to him in extreme ‘confidence. 
i expressed great admiration for Judge Proskauer and said he 
was one of .my oldest and closest friends and that 1 knew 
that he and many other prominent Jews wished to intervene 
in this matter but I thought the problems were so difficult 
that they would be well advised’ to keep their negotiations 
with you on a fairly confidential level. ‘ith this they 
agreed. : 


1 also said that i was skeptical of any plank that 
they might wrest from either political party as their real 
problem as a hation was to solve their problems with the 

Arabs and not merely to keep American Jewry aflame. With this 
they also agreed. They, said there were certain people in the 





They said they. did not think tifa our government 
realized the terrific propaganda value in the Middle Fast 
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of the statements presently being made by Nas#r and of the 
apparently exceptionally conciliatory policy oi the United 
States. ji commented that the United States had no desire to 
see Africa aflame and that if we could give something to 
Nas®r, who is discontented with his presentStatus(because 

he has no oil), although Egypt was the foundation of the ~ 
present civilization, and that some of the peoples or tribes 
of the countries in which oil had been found could be 
likened to "backwoods hill~billies". 1 said ] thought the 
Assawan dam would cost nearer 960,000,000 than $600,000,000 
and would take twelve to fifteen years to build it; .it would 
flood two thirds of the ‘Sudan; it would require the building 
of expensive transmission lines and at present there were no 
factories capable “tpe Unt its output; and even if the loan 





were made to it by the United states Government or the 
international Bank of others, Egypt would have a tough time 
getting enough out of her current economy to pay the interest 
and instalments on the loanjand that 1 thought the hussians 
were proposing something they knew they would never be 

Called upon to carry out, in order to get great credit; and 
that perhaps we could work out something not quite as spec- 
tacular but which would nevertheless help Nassmr climb down 
from his post of having dealt with the Soviets without losing 
too much face and which would give him something about which 
he could be proud in relation not only to his own people but 
to the Arab states. They thought that this was a sound ap- 
proach provided the quid pro quo to' Naswr did not come out 
of israel. | 


They said the sentiment in the Department was that this 
matter might be straightened out in the next two or three 
weeks and that they thought that was like the "spirit of 
Geneva" and that if you proceeded on that basis you would be 
doomed to disappointment. : 

| aa 

1 told them you always quoted to me the story of 
Lot and the Lord and-the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in 
18th and 19th Genesis that they must not harden their hearts 
_ to compromise. / They are apparently very scary that you and the 

British are going to work out something which will leave them 
outside in the cold. 
“oe =e ; 

lS Arthur F. Dean 


Déc. 16, 1955. 
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Io Burns gave me today ac Gnt his Visit Cairo which reported : o. 
rE Cairo's telegram 1107“to Department. He said he is now > 2 
UOP "playing for time" in effort keep parties engaged in consider-._ ¢ 
OLI ing proposals before them. rather than in resuming hostile oul F 
actions. ; N) 
LOP fe 
ai © 


' OCB Burns saw Ben-Gurion December 11 to inform latter regarding 
CIA visit, and stressed GOE still considering proposals El Auja N) 
OSD area. Burns po*nted out that Egyptians regarded patrolling oO 
ARMY alon; Gaza Dl as provocative and cause firing across line. ol 
Ben-Gurion inquired rather pointedly as to how long he would 
have to wait for Egyptians to stop firing incidents and take 
steps accepting UN El Auja proposals. Burns gained impression 
Ben-Gurion implied that Israelis would not (repeat not) wait 
indefinitely with respect foregoing but might on contrary o 
engage some new act of retaliation before very long. 


There wes some ‘liscussion on subject sabotage acts within 
Israel evidently work of persons crossing from Jordan. 


Ee 
o 
Burns pointed out that these have recently stopped and expressed 


doubt Egyptian complicity. Ben-Gurion insisted Egyptians bare 
responsible but gave no (repeat no) details in’support of Pu 
that viewpoint. ; be 
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: =P "Rec'd: DECEMBER 14, 1 
he FROM: JERUSALEM 12:04 P.M. F 99 oc Es 3 
nto : e . +7 i - pe 
TO: Secretary of State P oe 
RMR . ~~ Eh 2 
" NO: 188, DECEMBER 14, 12 NOON poe? | | f 
G o ip 
s rs 
“7 SENT DEPARTMENT 188, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 131, DAMASCUS && }: 
EUR 54, LONDON 82, PARIS 73, TEL AVIV 141, AMMAN UNNUMBERED, ‘ a ot 
Tes P 7) 
pee) DURING CONVERSATION AT SOCIAL GATHERING YESTERDAY GENERAL _ & 
a BURNS EXPRESSED HIMSELF AS SOMEWHAT WORRIED OVER POSSIBILITY S\ & 
OLI RENEWED ISRAEL! ATTACKS, PRESUMABLY AGAINST EGYPTIAN FORCES. y @ 
: / 
. ; Y Oa 
TOP REFERRING HIS INTERVIEW WITH BEN GURION SUNDAY AFTERNOON ? is 
CCB (CONTEL 184) BURNS SAID BEN GURION OF COURSE WELL AWARE bh 
oo THEN OF IMPENDING ATTACK ON SYRIAN POSITIONS SAME NIGHT. ol 
ARMY HE ADDED THAT BEN GURION INSISTED ON SEEING HIM SUNDAY ON Ol 
SHORT NOT!CE TG DISCUSS HIS VISIT CAIRO, WHICH BURNS HAD 
EXPEGTED, TAKE UP WITH EYTAN FOLLOWING DAY, WHILE BURNS THEN 
SOMEWHAT PUZZLED AT “URGENCY BEN GURION'S WISH SEE HIM, HE 
NOW ASSUMES LATTER WANTED INFORMATION ABOUT EGYPTIAN ATTITUDE 
PRIOR <OMMENCEMENT OPERATION AGAINST SYRIANS, BURNS SPECULATED 
THAT BEN GURION PROBABLY HAD SOME IDEA IN MIND OF CALLING | 
OFF THE ATTACK IF HE COULD HAVE REPORTED. EGYPTIAN ACCEPTANCE © . 
UNITED NATIONS PROPOSALS OR INDICATION THEY LIKELY ACCEPT 
NEAR FUTURE, AS MENTIONED REFERENCED TELEGRAM BURNS CONSIDERED 
BEN GURION'S ATTITUDE, ESPECIALLY INQU:JRY ABOUT EGYPTIAN 
INTENTIONS RESPECTING UNITED NATIONS.PROPOSALS, AS HAVING 
SOMEWHAT 31NISTER OVERTONES. 
, aol ol 
OTHER FACTORS ADDING BURNS CONCERN FUTURE PROSPCTS ARE ayia 
SERIES ISRAELI CHARGES ABOUT "WAVE EGYPTIAN AGGRESS|IONS" Di 
AND ARTICLE DECEMBER 12) JERUSALEM POST BY "DIPLOMATIC CORRES- => 
PONDENT” WHICH REFERS SUNDAY NIGHT'S ATTACK AND STATES INTER . 
ALIA EGYPTIAN-SYRIAN DEFENSE. PACT- MAY NOW APPEAR "TO SOME 
SYRIANS AS AN ADDED DANGER RATHER THAN A PROTECTIVE DEVICE". = [7 
: ; = 
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Nasser's letter to Hammerskjold front-paged a 
emphasized letter was "warning to Israel’. I 


attitude in spite repeated Israeli aggression 


to whole world that Israel has always been the initial agtressor 


and that policy of peace cannot be maintained 


Editorial comment treats statement as putting 


that if SC does not unequivocally "force Israel respect UN de- 
cisions and truce terms shé must be put in her place by armed 
Editorials also cail on United States to reject categori- 
Al, AKHBAR concludes "balance of 


force". 
cally Israeli request for arms. 


Ss. 


Sta 


ll papers. Head lingg 
n discussin: letter 
with journalists, Nasser stressed Egypt "had adopted pacific 
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Today it is cleax 
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04 peminyey eg SMW YWer™o0G STUL 


‘unilaterally".: i 
a coh 
Egypt on record oO) 
Ol 
Ol 


tes". AL GUMHOURIYA 


notes "Arabs are now resolved answer any further agression From 
Israel in only lahguage Israel understands--that of force”. 


Comment: 


We believe Nasser's statement motivated by conviction 


Egypt while.in no way regretting submission Syrian incident to 
United Nations and. world opinion, must take strong public stand 


in order: 


(1) Reaffirm to Syrian Government and public 
prepared implement Syrian-Egyptian pact 


(2) 


Israel" 


(3) ‘Support anti-Baghdad Pact elements in Jordan by proving 
Egypt's resolution defend Arabs against -Israe 


(4) Assist Syrian-Lebanese military negotiat 


CONFIDENTIAL 


lis 


ions 


- We have noted local interpretation Nasser's statement is that 
it does not call for retaliation for Syrian incident but will 


ji 
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apply to 





Egyptians contifue 
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Protect regime against domestic charges of being "sof. of" 
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apply to "future aggression". It seems clear that in such 
event Nasser will have to carry out his promise whatever the 
consequences unless Western action in SC and outside it (e.g. 
on supplying arms to Israel) now makes crystal-clear that West 
is no less concerned by Israeli aggressive actions than-are Arabs 
and is equally prepared take effective measures against future 
occurrences. In absence such action we cannot expect GOE will 
again follow course of moderation which it adopted this time 
(my telegram 1136), and must anticipate speedy involvement of 
Iraq and other Arab States in what could easily become general 
war from which only Soviets would profit. 
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—— SEW DEPARTMENT 614, REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 185, PARIS 146, 
UR GATRO 243 

10 WOLL Tirector Streibert met Wednesday and Thursday with Ben- 

' > Caption. Herzog and Charge were present at conversations. 

bE pot 


ncoipal points made by Streibert were: 


. #5 result his conversations Cairo he greatly impressed 
th possibilities for peace settlement. For first time an 
sab country admitted existence of Israel as state through | N 
aS a statements made by Egyptian Government regarding Eden's 1% 
er. 9 speech. Secondly, Nasser had told him he interested ™ 
Stlements that Eden's statement point from which matters 
e2ul 1d 1 ‘proceed and he prepared to discuss boundaries and com- OI 
pensation. Finally Streibért said in conversation Baghdad Ol 
Vapi Seid had also indicated this was: good time for settlement-. 


a 6: Rm 


He smphasized incidents such as Tiberias action put off 

= and made its achievement more difficult. He pointed 

a uP (with visible effect on Ben-Gurion) by describin 
2al cortege, flowers on caskets and solemnity of crowds 








% oe wt cing procession which he saw-in Damascus. A 
“| Stveibert added that some people in Arab States had doubts 
[ vogthes Israel really wanted peace and had suggested it interested 
wl! pe stirring up trouble to obtain funds from abroad. 
ms Lad eect in reply made following principal points: tI 
' x — OQ 
eS, AlLagation to 3 was untrue. Israel wanted peace Bhs Li 
@ &j pot’ from its intrinsic worth was essential to enable stgte [od 
_ gto meet its-two great problems of receiving emlpcen es of _ 
. “infegeating them into nation. | "aes 
; < 4) 
4 Ss 2. . be regards 2 above Ben- gurran restated traditional narnceattle 
8 Ligation of Sone of retaliation but, avoided any reference re 
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* incident to which Streibert had alluded. 
> savt Ben-Gurion's comments devoted to Streihert's 


“ shimation in Cairo. Firstly, he doubted whether 
-;lly wanted settlement. Israel had made numerous 


ACHR ES a heginning with Naguib and continuing, throughout 


- 


coolessation with General Burns and Cairo radio reports 
‘oi wave’as example Egyptian "rejection" UN Secretary 


» NLigana proposals. 


o's  pactme with negative results. Referring to Sun- 


\.23 ‘4: sasiling at the US but he doesn't smile at Israel". 

-)-Gus an, had to take into account possibility of attack 

Pc cana when they ready. His position was similar’ to 
x;e2's if Russia possessed atomic bomb but US did not 

~, pots. Would we under those circumstances “believe 

” sgrearks of Molotov? ‘Ben-Gurion said "we are deadly 


1 = 
ae Nae. 


“oi. Nagoser will have 200 Migs and 50 Iluyshin bombers. 
a. olLecacy has“superiority in heavy equipment. Israel 
“eet cupertority in quality of her men. All this means 
io uhioak of possibilities ‘of our settlements (border) 
vsorcd of tens of thousands of flower of our youth 
io Lives and of Tel Aviv and Haifa being destroyed 


SH WS oe ae 


_ -oux from air", ‘(Ben-Gurion expressed doubt whether 
‘etry crorld destroy Jerusalem mentioning holy places.) ° 
-- ‘oo, e*isd "nevertheless I do not, (repeat not) believe 
“sl. «opletely destroy us. We would fight too hard 
- oo% sesults would be ..," (He /then repeated state- 
; ss destruction of cities settlements and loss of 
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T( 4 
Fr HEN STREIBERT INQUIRED WHETHER HE COULD NOT RELY ON UN TO PRE- 5 
TOP VENT SUCH AN AGGRESSION BEN-GURION REPLIED HE COULD NOT. IN -. @ 
CUT i948 WHEN THE UN WAS NOT AS DIVIDED AS IT IS TODAY NOT FINGER ¢ 


(LIFTED TO HELP ISRAEL MEET {ONSLAUGHT OF SIX ARAB ARMIES, FUR- 
- iy THERMORE DAMAGE WOULD BE DONE BEFORE ANY ACTION COULD BE TAKEN. 
= BEN-GURION TURNED TO QUESTION PEACE SETTLEMENT AND SAID HE PRE- 


PARED TO TALK WITH NASSER IMMEDIATELY. HE PROPOSED FOLLOWING 
SPECIFIC STEPS: 


i. CEASE-FIRE BY EGYPT AND ISRAEL. BEN-GURION UNDERTOOK DURING: > 
EK GR SO WHICH .USG WOULD REQUIRE TO GET REPLY FROM NASSER TO 


«1S PROPOSAL TO ABSTAIN FROM RETALIATIONS EVEN IN FACE OF, PRO- 
VOCA™ LON. | 


2. ©TRICT OBSERVANCE OF ARMISTICE AGREEMENT. 


2. CNCE THESE PREREQUISITES HAD BEEN MET DISCUSSIONS COULD COM- 
MENCE, HE WAS PREPARED hos WORK oe PEACE IN STAGES, 

HE ACCEPTED AGENDA WHICH NASSER SUGGESTED TO STREIBERT. HE 
PREPARED TO TALK ABOUT COMPENSATION ALSO ABOUT BOUNDARIES "ON 


oe AND TAKE BASIS", BEN-GURION SEVERAL ‘TIMES USED EXPRESSION 
IVE AND: TAKE" RELATIVE TO BOUNDARIES. 


*. WHEN ane ¥ MENTIONED NASSER'S APPARENT GONDITION RE USING 
ENEN'S STATEMENT AS STARTING POINT BEN-GURION SAID NASSER FREE 
TO INTERPRET EDEN's STATEMENT AS HE WISHED; BUT HE, BEN-GURION, 
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€:4, DECEMBER 16, 5 P.M., FROM TEL AVIV (SECTION 2 OF 2) 


A oO -REE TO PLACE HIS OWN INTERPRETATION ON IT OR TO USE ANY 
Sv Ak7T:NG POINT HE DESIRED AND THAT: IMPORTANT THING WAS START 


TOUWING, 


Wit! STREIBERT POINTED OUT THAT DIRECT CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN 
hAcosR AND BEN-GURION PROBABLY IMPRACTICABLE AT THIS MOMENT BEN- 
6 © ,08, SAID HE HAD NO OBJECTION IN EARLIER STAGES OF NEGOTIATION 
yO ' ct OF INTERMEDIARIES; HE BELIEVED HOWEVER THAT BEFORE NE- 
CO; rTAYITONS COULD REALLY BE PRODUCTIVE DIRECT TALKS WOULD BE NEC- 
~-3\Ni3 BUT SUCH DIRECT TALKS IF THAT STAGE REACHED COULD: BE 
‘3? \wITH SOME ISRAELI! OTHER THAN HIMSELF. . 


CO'iINTs IN MY JUDGMENT BEN-GURION'S PROPOSALS MARK SOME ADVANCE. 
FeO SIMILAR OVERTURES WHICH HE MADE, IN PAST, FIRSTLY, ON TER- 
Rk, 7QR1AL QUESTION HE HAS PROCEEDED FROM "NOT AN INCH OF TER- 
Ri yCRS" TO "MUTUAL MINOR BORDER ADJUSTMENTS" TO PROCESS OF "GIVE 
av ® TAKE", CHECKING MY NOTES OF CONVERSATION THIS MORNING WITH 
e200 HE. INDICATED HIS BELJEF ‘THAT BEN-GURION'S POS- 

1y:C ON TERRITORIAL QUESTION BEEN MODIFIED SOMEWHAT BY HIS 

, ST2MENT TO STREIBERT. 


oof DULY, HIS UNDERTAKING TO ABSTAIN FROM RETALIATORY ACTIONS 
© #4} OT EGYPT IRRESPECTIVE OF PROVOCATION WHILE GIVEN FOR ONLY 
-y.7 PERIOD GIVES SOME.EVIDENCE SERIOUSNESS OF PURPOSE WHEN CON- 
1.5.23. RELATIVE TO PUBLIC MOOD HERE AND POLITICAL HAZARDS 
©.. HE WOULD ENCOUNTER IN ADHERING TO COMMITMENT SHOULD ONE 
C*. 4..0 ISRAELIS LOSE THEIR LIVES DURING NEXT WEEK ALONG EGYPTIAN 
“2h. STREIBERT AND | UNDERTOOK TO TRANSMIT HIS PROPOSALS TO 


" GVERNMENT BUT GAVE HIM NO ASSURANCE DEPARTMENT WOULD TRANSMIT 
T is FO NASSER,'” , 


lg 
a 
7 


1 ST tTCIlPATE BY TUESDAY. NEXT FOREIGN MINISTRY WILL INQUIRE 
“74£R NASSER HAS RECEIVED PROPOSALS AND BY END OF NEXT WEEK 
. = PRESSING FOR HIS REPLY. 
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Your 614, last paragraphe o § 
oe 
Bs 
" Dept. has advised Shiloah that while Streibert was of course’ speaking al 
iz 
ig to-Ben Gurion as responsible US official, he was _— of conversations 4 - 
ed 
Le 4p ‘initiated by Secretary and Sharett and carridd forward by Russell and = oa 
oe 
ee .._Shiloahe Shiloah indicated he would so advise IG, = . 
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PARIS FOR SECRETARY e | 
- LIMIT DISTRIBUTION | = 
ALPHA 
lec » Ay With reference EMBTEL 614 to Department, Streibert in discus- ont 
“+ ) sions with Ben-Gurion was uneware subject matter Washington 
NK 4 discussions Secretary-Sharett and Russell-Shiloah. In view ol 
nah injunction contained DEPTEL 375 to Tel Aviv, I was not (repeat 
_— not) free to inform him of them or of their possible relation- 
y) oe ship to proposals made by Ben-Gurion. 
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RMR 10: Secretary of State ® 
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C SENT DEPARTMENT 195, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 99, L oO 

EUR LONDON 85, PARIS 86, TEL AVIV 148. =i 5: 

Io a 1 

USUN Burns has reported to UNSYG December 17 regarding UN proposals . ‘ 

P El Auja current position as follows: @ « 
OP ‘ ; v4 

oer (1) Reply still awaited from GOE. Burns understands Fawsi had = 

ccatemplated. asking him proceed C iro next week for further ~. § 

IOP discussion after which latter would give GOE answer. Burns — 2 
OCB understands GOE probably inclined accept points involving sufvey j) . 

CTA by UNTSO of ald international frontier boundary D/Z plus vith 1° 
OSD drawal armed forces from zones involved, but object police r onli 


ARMy maining in D/Z. Burns believes any modification Egypt's position q@ 
NAVY unlikely in view Tiberias incident. 


gs 


(2) Ben Gurion insists that Egypt must: give firm assurances ret . 
specting cease-fire and cessation any raiding as prerequisite agree- 
ment. Israeli position is that they have accepted UN proposals:in 
principal and subject condition’ that GOE. remove defensive positions 
in accordance GAA Article 8 paragraph 3. They had expressed will- 
ingness wait until December 16 for statement Egyptian position. | 


(3) In light Nesser statement about reaction any further attacks ~ 
from Israel, assurance about cease-fire etc regarded as unlikely.» 
Burns of opinion that at least until after completion Security. 

' Council consideration Tiberias case efforts conclude discussion 
UN El Auja proposals would not meet with success. He proposes 
therefore, subject UNSYG approval, urge parties maintain tran- 
quility El Auja area while informing them that negotiations those 
proposals will be deferred until after action Syrian complaints 
Sc. 
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RMR TO: Secretary of State S « O° 
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38 NO: B22, December 19, 5 p.m. | “i Pa 
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og PRIORITY eee a 
EUR a3 
I0 SENT DEPARTMENT 622, REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 186, PARIS #48 > § 
Tusa CATRO 285, ANKARA 21 oom = 
un 
os ANKARA ¥OR STREIBERT ! me, “We 
a Following comments submitted re security aspects Ben Gurion's ™ 
comments transmitted Embassy telegram 614 to Department. o 
ed 1. Prime Minister's statement of Israel's "deadly fear" EgyptiG 


use Soviet armament genuine. It is comparable initially to perse- 
eution complex European Jews engendered by Eastern European ‘po- 
grons and Nazi holocaust. This carried to period formation of 
stute and over subsequent years greatly intensified by Arab psycho- 
logical warfare, boycott and blockade which convinced Israelis 
Arabs would "do them in" when they could. 


2. Counterbalance this "premonition of extermination" has been 
confidence Israelis that in man-for-man combat they more than 
match for Arabs. While this confidence (its correlative trucu- 
lence) has been factor in GOI adoption and maintenance deplorable 
instrument increasingly severe retaliation to deal with border 
problem it has served salutary purpose preventing mass of Israelis 
arriving conclusion "second round" inevitable. 







This balancing factor is in process being upset by spectre 
ews against machine" replacing "Jew against Arab." Prospect 
onfrontation masses of materiel, particularly jet planes has 
laced Israel public in such psychological state that if ‘they lled 
ge question "should we hit Egyptians before too late?" Angier 


verwhelming majority would be affirmative. = eo 
Te Furthermore those Israelis who doubt Egypt's futéreeabilit 
Fe ompletely annihilate them militarily, fear continugéi prese 
8 Strends will result "Munich type" peace which would so Weaken Ismel 
@ « 4 to lead to her ultimate destruction. Intense presccupation 
> ££ roups to minimize -loss Jewish lives is factor in widespread c 
“ > ent here "sooner the better" in having showdown with Egypt. 
- o ‘ 
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of Poe available to Embassy is GOI, in ‘latter part 


2 dle] consider preventive military actions; and that atten- 
‘nriveated IDF proposal knockout Egypt's two div’sicrs - 
' zeounds (a) it would take Egypt.five or more years se- 
'tinvdly and (b) would unseat Nasser who is regerded s- 
st. Pormidable adversary. Proposal at thsi. time 


.ighed with Ben Gurion's misgivings deciding fuctor re- 

y -! diy because Prime Minister firstly feared such. action would 
~ ait “such deep gash Arab mentality, peace would never be pos- 
mos. Secondly, it would place himself and, MAPAT in politically 
iuposstble position between (1) irresistible pressures to keep 
saditicnal territory occupied at ‘conclusion action and acquired 
With 2.98 of Jife, and (2 comparable pressures tripartite powers 
“ud TN to return to Israel soil. Alternative adopted was arms 

ippocurement program, . 


Key question at moment is what happens if arms not forthcoming. 
difficult to appraise because Israeli mental processes (in- 
_uding Ben Gurion!'s becoming increasingly confused. Consensus of 
Minsassy officers, Ineluding Service Attaches, is: , 


\ 
| 

Thy eg 
NS 


A. Anti-submarine equipment probably_not. too important this stage.— 


Se With reference ground equipment Egypt, because of logistical 
-pxonlem has long way to go beforeIsrael's fears would be justified 
1 purely defensive: basis. 2 | 


G, Fear of anticipated Egyptian air power appears decisive consid- 
ovation at moment as witnessed by Israel's request for radar. IDF 
unable obtain enough Mystere IV's from France cr F-86's (whether 
tecm Canada or US) to cope with Egyptian Migsand in pushing it 
Ducbably Israel will adopt military action against Egypt. 


J, ‘Time of decision and extent of such action not ascertainable / 
‘tsuse in part may depend on rapidity Egypt's accretion air strength 
dad because likely operation this time would be closely linked some 
othe Laitial action such as, but not limited to, opening Strait of 
“iran oy resumption Bnat Yaacov issues where Israelis believe right- 
ecusness their side. . 
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R GEORGE BROWN, LABOR MP AND MEMBER LABOR PARTY'S fea > z 
P CABINET" TOLD EMBASSY LABOR ATTACHE THAT EGYPTIAN ori MIF STERN §& 
NASSER IN LONG CONVERSATION WITH HIM ON DECEMBER 10 IN 0 = 2 
SAID THAT HE HAS NO INTENTION OF GOING TO WAR WITH ISRAEL % ” < 
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AND WOULD BE WILLING TO ACCEPT COMPROMISE WHICH WOULD PROV IRE 
FOR RESETTLEMENT REFUGEES, MOSTLY OUTSIDE ISRAEL, AND THAT 
ISRAEL CEDE LAND IN SOUTHERN NEGEV TO PROVIDE EGYPT A LINK 
WITH JORDAN.—WHEN-ASKED- BY BR xOWN AS TO OTHER TERRITORIAL 
CONCESSIONS NASSER SAiD NQUITE - FRANKLY, | AM ONLY INTERESTED 
IN THIS LAND LINK WITH MY MEIGHBORS. | HAVE NO INTEREST IN 
GALILEE." ACCORDING NASSER, MOST PRO-WESTERN ELEMENTS IN 
OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY LEBANON, SYRIA AND IRAQ, 
WERE ONES WHO WERE PLAYING UP PROBLEM OF ISRAEL AND REFUGEES. ft 
HE CHARGED THAT WEST WAS RATHER RELUCTANT TO SEE LEADERSHIP — 
OF ARABS IN EGYPTIAN HANDS AND SUSPECTED THAT WEST WAS TRYING itt 
5 10 ISOLATE HIM ON ISRAELI QUESTION IN ORDER TO REINFORCE BAGHDaD.©2 
AS POSSIBLE LEADER ARAB WORLD. NASSER STATED THAT HE COULD ra 
Chit PUT SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL DIRECTLY TO ISRAEL AS HE DID NOT —] 
ANT ANYONE TO KNOW OF IT UNTIL AGREEMENT IS ARRIVED AT, or 


RUT HE STATED IT WAS UP TO WEST, PARTICULARLY BRITIAN,/ TO = E E 


996 


CONDUCT TALKS WITH HIM AND/ WITH ISRAEL AT "TOP MOST LEVEL" es 


—_ 
on 





> TO THE RECENT ARMS DEAL WITH EAST NASSER STATED THAT 
HIS GOVERNMENT [IS FIRMLY ANTI-COMMIE AND THAT RUSSIA SO Far r 


x S MADE NO ATTEMPT TO. INFILTRATE AND HE IS QUITE SURE HE CAN 


| = 

LOOK AFTER IT. ACCORDING TO BROWN, NASSER ON THIS MATTER IS © 

Ei CEPTIONALLY NAIVE AND DOES NOT REALLY UNDERSTAND HOW 
® FUSSIANS CARRY ON. NASSER STATED THAT HE HAD NO DESIRE TO 
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CONCLUDE ANY OTHER DEAL WITH RUSSIANS UNLESS AMERICANS CONTINUE 
TO ARM ISRAEL AND WEET AGAIN "REFUSES" HIS REQUESTS. HE 

ALSO STATED HE HAS NO INTENTION ESTABLISHING CULTURAL RELATIONS 
WITH IRON CURTAIN COUNTRIES. | 


! 
ACCORDING NASSER, BAGHDAD PACT WAS MISTAKE AND HE DESCRIBED / 
IT AS "MACHIAVELLIAN TACTIC" ON PART PRIME MINISTER OF IRAQ. ' 
HE DOES NOT THINK, HOWEVER, THAT BAGHDAD PACT SHOULD BE 
SCRAPPED. INDEED, HE TALKED TO BROWN OF SETTING UP ARAB. 
ARMY WITH UNIFIED COMMAND ARMED FROM WEST AND EVEN IN PART 
ADVISED AND TRAINED BY WEST PROVIDING WEST WOULD ACCEPT EGYPT 
AS DETEMINANT'S TO HOW MANY ARMS AND SOLDIERS ARMY NEEDED. 
SUCH AN ARMY, ACCORDING NASSER, COULD IN SOME WAY BE ASSOCIATED 
WITH BAGHDAD PACT. _ 


WHEN ASKED ABOUT, TRADE UNIONS NASSER STATED THAT HE FAVORS 
FREE UNIONS BUT THAT IN PRESENT CONDITIONS IN EGYPT UNIONS 

ARE EASIEST DOOR FOR COMMIE~ INFILTRATION. HOWEVER HE HAS 

NOW BEEN PERSUADED THAF NATIONAL TRADE UNION CENTER TO BE UP 
AND, THROUGH BRITISH GOVERNMENT, ASKED THAT BRITISH TUC (RPT 
TUC) SEND ITS ASSISTANT SECRETARY VICTOR FEATHER TO ADVISE 

ON FORMATION AND CONDUCT UNIONS. APPARENTLY TUC DECLINED 
UNTIL SETTLEMENT OF RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL IS CLOSER. NASSER : 
EXPRESSED INTEREST IN ADVICE FROM ICFTU AND STATE THAT WOULD | 
NOT BE ADVERSE WERE’ EGYPTIANS UNIONS TO AFFILIATE WITH LATTER 
IRRESPECTIVE WHAT RUSSIA OR WFTU THOUGHT ABOUT IT. NASSER 
TOLD BROWN THAT IF HE CARED TO REPORT HIS TO’ ICFTU HEADQUARTERS 
IN BRUSSELS, HE WOULD BE PLEASED AND WOULD SEE THAT MATTER WAS 
RAISED WITH HIS OWN PEOPLE. BROWN INTENDS COMMUNICATE 

ABOUT THIS WITH ICFTU GENERAL SECRETARY OLDENBROEK IN BRUSSELS 
OR WITH ICFTU PRESIDENT BECU IN LONDON. AS TO TRADT UNION 
LEADERS IN JAIL, NASSER STATED THAT ONLY PEOPLE INCARCERATED 
AS RESULT HIS REVOLUTION ARE COMMIES. 


BROWN, DURING COURSE HIS TWO-DAY VISIT IN CAIRO, AT NASSER'S 
INVITATION, HAD’ CONVERSAT'9NS WITH. OTHER GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
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AND ONE OF THEM DIFFERED EXCEPT IN MODE OF EXPRESSION FI- 
COMMIE AND ADMIRER OF LATE ERNEST BEVIN OF WHOSE UNION HE 
CONTINUES TO BE MEMBER. IN GENERAL. HE TENDS TO SUPPORT 
BEVIN'S POLICY ON MIDDLE EASTERN QUESTIONS WITH RESULT THAT 
PRO- ISRAELIS IN LABOR PARTY HAVE LATELY BEGUN TO DUB 

HIM, AS PRO-ARAB. ( 
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IDF Foreign Liaison Office on two consecutive days informed 
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P USAIRA of Egyptian jet flights over Nitzana area as follows: 
UOP ay al 20 two Egyptian Vampires flew over Nitzana and returned! 
OLI gyptian territory. PE. Aw 
' OCB December 21 two Egyptian jets, unnamed by FLO, in early morning O| 
USIA and again at Noon crossed border over Nitzana and returned. Oo] 
CIA 
OSD Overflights up to-now have provoked no (repeat no) interdictfon 
ARMY or other reaction by IDF. Press carried reports today without 
NAVY comment. 
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ceived by ea regarding proposals made by Ben Gurion (trans-3 
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TO: Secretary of State 


NO; 650, Decenhber 28, 4 p.m. ye 


SEV" DEPARTMEN? 650, REPEATED 'NFORMATION CAIRO 256, LORPON 109 
PaRtsS !54, USUN 771. 
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Cc. 

. = 
GOT .ast night publicly disclosed its version of Nitzan& D/Z= 
negotiations, initiated with Hammarakjoid's November 3..NMuggent 
in 1,500-word Foreign. Ministry press release to which all news 
papers gave heavy frontpage alitention today. Forelgn Mig@istr 
informed Erbadsy in advance that release would have no ( repeat. 
YO) onjeciive other than to spprise Israel publi f° Gory \ mol 
no) onjecti.ive other than to apprise Israel pu ec of GOUTS unis 
ecnditione) seceptance of Secretary General's proposals 
trast with Egypt's perstotent refusal. 


S 


PO8CaL papers underscored statenean! in press release that. Prime 
Mintster had 'cidd General Buepos December 5 that Israel intended 

Lo Invoke Article XIl’ of GAA asking Secretary General to ccrvoke 
conference between Egypt and Israel “with view to contributing to 
restoration of peace’. Newspapers gave less attention and in 
ambiguous terms to BG's two conditions Ll.e., that Article XII 
would be invoked "after effective cease-fire had been ach’ >ved and 
GAA faithfully implemented by Egypt". 


Embassy asked Foreign Ministry to clarify this ambiguity and was | 
informed that whtie GOT ‘did not (repeat not) preclude poss!bilit 

of later invoking Articie, even though Egypt cad not (repeat se | 
met two conditions, it was not (repeat not) GOI's present intention 
to do sa. : 

Press release first reviewed Secretary General's three proposals 
and recalled they had been submitted to two governments on November 


< 


Tsrael, release continued, had accepted in phindidtes.,“iasuetee 

only the right to clarify one relevant point if and when Egype: 
also,;accepted proposals. This was Secretary General's sugges&ton 
made in letter November_3, 1955 that Br eine of the E tian-‘ 
Pealest'ne frontier on west boundary D/Z be Implemented: by UNT 

alone. According to GOI this constituted departure ve past mf 
methods under which frontier was marked "by Israel in opera tig 
with UNTSO". GOI charged Egypt hd never expressed regdiness + 
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ta accept proposals, but had produced an entirely new set of its 

own demands. "Israel regretted UNTSO had so far not (repeat not) 
seen fit to place Egypt's attitude on record, constituting as it 

did a ciear negation of Secretary General's proposals" press release 
deciared. Egypt bed chalierged UN authority and initiated a new 

wave of vicience before November 4 cease-fire had taken effect. 
Nasser had'admitted organization Fedayeen scouts in Jordan for 
attacks against lurael. Subsequently violence had flared up 

along Gaza strip wnere Egyptian positions renewed attacks against 
Israei pavrola provecting Isracli- villagers in their flelds. 


As consequence Ben Gurion had found it necessary December 5 to 

atress to Burns importance of persuading GOE to accept "unresorvsd 
cease-fire” at Svat time Ber Gurion had defined Israel's positicn and 
had drawn Buro's autention to Egypt's failure to comply with 

Article I, Articie II (2), Article V (4) and Article VIii {3). 


He said that if/Egypt agreed to insure effective cease-fire and 
"honor fully" all provisions GAA Israel would agree without: further 
clarification that International frontier in Nitzana area be 

marked by UNTSO a1Oue. i 


Prime Minister also stressed Jsrael demanded implementation by 
Egypt of Security Council's decisions regarding freedom of 
navigation in Suez Canal. Communique also stated that Ben Gurion 
had second meeting with Burns December 11 to review situation after 
latter's return from Cairo. Ben Gurion had concurred with pro- 
posal made by Burns at that time that Egyptian Government be given 
until December 15 to reconsié-r its attitude. Nearly two weeks 
passed. but situation remains unchanged. “Armistice agreement" 
continues to be violated ny Egypt as in past. : 
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38 NO: 216, December 29 K pw oO! 
G —, rms sl t 
“J SENT DEPARTMENT 216; REPLATED LNFORMATLON AMMAN 118, CAIRO: BS »-° | 
EUR TRMASCUS 72, LONDON "gh, PARIS 93, TEL AVIV UNNUMBERED uw ead @ *, 
L ee) oe 
TO R80 has issued press release December 28 referring meeting > E 
usun Burns and Gohar thet date and to Israel press office communique: “5 
P of December 27 on subject Egypt-Israel relation. Summary follo —* 
ow 
at After mentioning topics discussed with Gohar, UNTSO release he 
refutes impression given by Israeli communique that UNSYG N 
OCB proposals regarding El Auja D/Z have been re jected by Egypt Ce) 
USIA but accepted by Israel. In fact both parties stipulated Ol 
CIA conditions. »: 3 O1 
oe Release points out the UNSYG proposals were made as step to ease 
AIR tension D/Z and not to restore whole situation to accord with ~ 


NAVY » GAA which both parties have violated. While UNSYG's 3 proposals 
were made without prejudice to any provisions GAA premature 
introduction of questions beyond scope these proposals have 
complicated and delayed negotiations. 


Release then outlines conditions made by each party with respect 
acceptance UNSYG proposals and states UNTSO has strong representa- 
tions to Egyptians to prevent fire across boundaries while 
Israelis urged keep patrols away from them. 


Release observes that disturbance public opinion in Arab countries 
following Tiberias incident December 11 made further progress 

‘El Auja proposals impossible until present time. Situation now 

is that GOE has not yet formulated final position respecting 
UNSYG proposals but considers negotiations: still open. 
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TO: Secretary of State 
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) 

i v 
SENT DEPARTMENT 217, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 119, 
CATRO 152, DAMASCUS 73, LONDON 95, PARIS 94, TEL AVIV 






» O) 
ERED <J 
According Aucas. UNTSO poiitical adviser General Burns personally e 
drafted entire text UNTSO press release of December 28. (CONTEL @ 
216). It thus constitutes his commentary on Israeli Government 
press office communique of December 27 so far as status nego- 
tiations on UNSYG proposals for.El Auja D/Z concerned. Lucas’ 
added he and Vigier regard. Israeli communique as unfortunate 
since inter alia it amounts to breach of confidence through 
revealing (although in distcrted form) Burns conversation with - 
Beh-Gurion {CONTEL 198) which Burns had assumed confidential: 
It may well have inhibiting effect cn future discussions with 
top level Israelis. 





GS6c-2l/Vt 


Lucas expressed UNTSO view that Israelis announcement another 
try at direct taiks with Egypt pursuant Article 12 GAA.would 
only serve:further becloud issue so far as negotiations on . 

El, Auja concerned. He said UNTSO is of opinion UNSYG proposals 
for adjusting El Auja situation no longer serve useful purpose: 
ir view deterioration Israel-Arab position following IDF attack 


‘December 11, eastern shore Tiberias for instance and through om 


stand taken by each party with respect proposals. Gohar told ty” 
Burns at meeting December 28 that Egyptian position respecting {; 
UNSYG proposals remains unchanged but that GOE attitude which ~ |. 
must take Tiberias aggression into consideration has hardened. 
Room for negotiation on proposals nowW very restricted and Burns ~ 
reportedly has very little hope any success this subject. 


t.4 


UNTSO officials regard over-all impression gained from Israeli 
communique as possibly rather ominous. Taken together with 
continuing unsubstantiated allegations (MYTEL 182) about 
Egyptian frontier incidents plus news account JERUSALEM POST 
December 27 to effect Israel being surrounded by Arab armies, 


7 SIT 
r 7 ee 


communique appears as ‘possibly constituting propaganda justi- re) 
fication some new Israeli "activist" venture... News account } 
for example speaks of’. deployment of 9 Egyptian battalions in 

Gaza strip amounting to "one third of Egypt's mobilized strength' 


According f 
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According reports believed reliable from UNTSO personnel 
no discernable increase in Egyptian troops Gaza strip has 
taken place although units are of course replaced from 
time to time. News story thus apparently mere propaganda 
hoax. 


Lucas has said that Gohar yesterday signified GOE approval 
establishment UNTSO radio station Cairo and stationing liaison 
officer there. Burns understood hopeful this officer will 

be able cultivate informal associations other Egyptian offi- 
eit besides Gohar thus a sania pane UNTSO contacts 


with GOE. 


| Will endeavor report Burns views above matters soon as 
practicable. 
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NEA -+-—FROM: Jerusalem @ i 
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RMR ss T0:_:~«“Secretary of State Boot 
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USUN Re CO 7 : MJ 0 i 
- General Burns gave me following comments today recent development fi 
OLI Israeli-Egyptian affairs: : * & 
He considers/ Israeli communique ng ag 27 possibly as warning yD o 
IOP Signal of some kind, but does not take it too seriously for time ‘ 
OCB being since earlier press statements paving way for Israeli 
CIA "retaliation" attacks have been followed by action almost immed-W 
OSD lately. In any event communique could prepare public opinion for 
some. eventual further moves, which presumably unpredictable in oO 
view Ben Gurion's recklessness and apparent domination Israeli 
political scene. Communique might, on other hand, serve primary 
purpose of justifying retention Israeli forces in El Auja D/Z 
and closing door on efforts negotiate their removal. In any 
event Burns regarded publication account his talks with Ben 
Gurion as well as UNSYG proposals El Auja as scarcely calculated 
inspire confidence in those ettempting deal with GOI. 
Burns Saw Eytan December 29 but discussion rather futile. Eytan 
insisted that GOI has accepted "unconditionally" UNSYG proposals? 
for El Auja although acceptance in fact always predicated on 
prior acceptance by GOE of "cease-fire" and implementation ay 
Article VIII paragraph 3 GAA (CONTEL 180). Burns suggestion am 
that Eytan write him a letter confirming Israel's "unconditional 
acceptance" terminated discussion this topic.'Burns said that in &’. 
view Israelis reiterated complaints about alleged Egyptian firing: 
across Gaza D/L he urged again upon Eytan advisability discon- * 
tinuing ~otor patrols few meters from armistice line. He told ft 
Eytan he would like discuss this and other matters with Ben A 
Gurion, dut has not seen latter recently. 
~ "Referring his rseting with/Gohar December 28, Burns said Gohsr Ps 
seemed more affable than formerly but had;nothing very funsenentebe 
to say. Gohar stated that Egyptian position UNSYG proposals un- =’. 
changed. Egyptians not willing cOnsider the matter further until ®e) 
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efter SC has concluded’ cc~sirere* vree T ges-seagsion Lake 
Loevries. They might moadt! Sree PSRs rreoersals later on. 
Mearwhile, they vregervced euhiesc~ es stil: :-nen, sixee UNSYG hed 


“8s, get time lLimt*., 


Rurns seid UNStG proposeis have served purpose of giving him 

fane concrete points tr: weer befere parties, but he regerds their 
sef..ness as prcbebly vow slight. He expressed idea thet if mict. 
be better for UNUSC to return to mere broadly based theme <-f 
implementation provisicrs GAA itself including freedom mcvemes' 
“deervers , 
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Israel Embassy handed Dept Jane  Ulet oF hover ncliadie thick how 3 
been reported by them during périod December 1, 1955 to January 2, 1956. List) | 
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TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. 





SUBJECT: 


Supplementing the Consulate General "s telegram No. 216 of December 29, 1955 4 
there is transmitted as an enclodure hereto the text of the Press release issued S 
by the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization on December 28, 1955. This 
release constitutes comment by the UNTSO on a conmunique of the Israeli Government 
press office dated December 27 which sets forth the position of the Israeli 
Government with respect to the proposals made by the United Nations Secretary 
General regarding the El Auja Demilitarized Zone and other aspects of Israel's 


relations with Egypt. It is understood that Embassy, Tel Aviv, has reported an 
the latter subject. 





I have been informed that Major General E.L.M. Burns, Chief of Staff, UNTSO, 
personally drafted the enclosed press release. 


American Consul General 
Enclosure (Unclassified when withdraw 

from transmitting peers 

Copy of Text of UNTSO Press 2 ss 

Release, 12/28/55 . O° x 
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cc: Cairo, Tel Aviv 
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TRUCE SUPERVISION ORGANIZATION 


Jerusalem, 28 December 1955 


The Chief of Staff, UNTSO, met Colonel S. Gohar, the Director of the 
Department of Palestine Affairs in the Egyptian Ministry of War, in Gaza 
today. The position on the proposals for the lessening of tension in the 
El Auja Demilitarized Zone, set forth in the Secretary-General's letter 
of 4 November, incidents involving firing across the Demarcation Line 
bounding the Gaza Strip, the visiting and ‘exchange of prisoners who have 
been taken in recent incidents involving Egyptian and Israeli troops, 
and the improvement of communications between UNTSO Headquarters and Cairo, 
were discussed. It is expected that further discussions on some of the 
points raised will be held shortly with the Israeli Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. 


In a release of the Israel Government Press Office, on 27 December 
1955, it was stated that "Egypt's attitude had been tentamount (sic) to a 
rejection of the Secretary-General's proposals", Like the two similar 
statements previously published, and which were followed by UNTSO dementis, 
this press release also creates the impression that the negotiations on 
the proposals contained in Secretary-General's letter have finally 
broken down, having been rejdcted by Egypt, while being accepted by Israel. 
In point of fact, both Partigs stipulated conditions for their acceptance 
of the proposals. ; . 

The proposals were initiated as a step towards easing the tension 
and removing some of the pressing dangers of the situation in the El Auja 
Dentilitarized Zone area as it existed at the begiming of November. They 
did not extend to restoring the whole of the situation to accord with. the 
provisions of the General Armistice Agreement which had been violated by 
both Parties: by Israel which has armed forces in the Demilitarized 
Zone contrary to Art. VIII, para 2; by Egypt which has defensive positions 
East of the line El Quseima-Abou Aoueigila, prohibited~by Art. VIII, 
para. 3; and by both Parties having forces other than defensive in areas 
near the Western Front, where they are prohibited by Article VII. 


The three proposals of the ieovetary~fendelte letter of the 4th 
of November were made without prejudice to any! of the| provisions of the 
General Armistice Agreement, but the. premature! introduction of questions 
beyond the scope of the proposals for immediate action, set forth in the 


Secretary~General's letter complicated the negotiations and greatly 
delayed them. amr , 


. The conditions put forward by Israel for the acceptance of the 
proposals were y as the Government Press Office release makes clear, (a), an 
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assurance by Egypt of the acceptance "of a complete cease-fire"; (b), the 
implementation by Egypt of Art. VIII, para. 3 (no defensive positions 

East of Abu Aoueigila), and an assurance that she will implement the 
Articles relating to the promotion of permanent peace, the inviolability 
of the Demarcation Line ani the international frontier, and the maintenance 
and enforcement of regulations prohibiting civilians from crossing the | 
fighting lines (now demarcation lines). 


Egypt wanted to extend the proposal that the Western Boundary of the 
Demi litarided Zone should be marked on the ground, to the marking of its 
boundaries on all sides. She further argued that the 30 Israeli civilian 
police proposed to be left in the Demilitarized Zone under reservations 
stipulated. by the Chief of Staff in the agreement to secure evacuation of 
the Demilitarized Zone on the 2nd of October, were really armed forces , 
and should be withdrawn, basing this argument’on a decision of the Mixed 
Armistice Commission ‘taken in 1953 but appealed by Israel’ and still 
pending before the Special Committee. 


Strong representations have been made to the Egyptian Ministry of 
War Lo take necessary steps to prevent firing across the Demarcation 
Line on Israeli patrols in Israel territory. At the same time, the 
Israeli Authorities were urged to keep the patrols at such a distance 
from the Demarcation Line so as not to give Egyptian outposts cause to 
apprehend that they were about to be attacked, as has happened in various . 
incidents in the past. | 

The disturbance of public opinion in the Arab Countries following 
the retaliatory action by Israeli forces on the Eastern shore of Lake 
Tiberias, has made it impossible to make further progress in these 
negotiations until the’ present time. 


The present position is that the Goverment of Egypt has not yet 
formulated its final position on the Secretary~General's proposals and 
considers the negotiations still to be open. 
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USUl General Burns called on me yesterday afternoon at his request = 
P following luncheon given by Canadian Ambassador which we both ~ 5 
UCP attended. Burns said he desired to bring me up to date re- Aw 
Git garding his appraisal of recent developments in area. » _ 
@ 
ar Relative to Nitzana situation he felt a stalemate had been reac E 
OCGE with neither party willing give unconditional agreement to three» 5 
CA point program. He intended therefore to recommend to UN ; “NB 
USD Secretary General this approach be abandoned and efforts be —- —_ 
ARM directed at obtaining compliance by both parties with provisfons 4° 
WAYS of armistice agreement. a 
ry we af 
Regarding Gaze situation he intended renew his. efforts obtain ea 
_ cooperation of Israel Government in keeping their patrols 500 
meters behind armistice line and expressed opinion if he could 
accomplish this the Egyptians would agree to eliminate any 
military positions which they had within similar distance from 
line. ' A ; =m 
; > 
General .Burns said he'had concluded things were moving toward =. 
general hostilities between Israel and Egypt. He believed 5 
Nasser was topsmart to launch war against Israel until he was_ ¢. 
prepared which Burns thought would take two or three years but 
did not (repeat not) appear as certain the officers under Nasser ~ 
would exercise same restraint. He referred to common belief GOI 
estimates June as point when Egypt willbe prepared to utilize 
new arms. He thought there was good chance the Israelis would 
precipitate matters in coming months. In view of foregoing Burns 
was interested in ascertaining what consideration had been ‘. 
given by UK and US to employment of sanctions against Isreel and 
whether any measures were contemplated to warn Israel of measures 
tripartite powers would adopt in case of hostilities. Burns 
added he might want to talk to American and British Embassy service 
&ttaches re evidence they might have on questions whether, 
Israelis were getting ready to start things end of Isrealts = 
capabilities vis-a-vis Egyptians in case of general hostilities..Q 
General Fa 
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General Burns also made reference to Banet Yaacov question, 
saying, "I am rot (repeat rot) so sure I share General Benneke's 
view the question|cf military advantage was involved in this 
issue. 


In the ccurse of this conversation we made the following comments 
to General Burns: 


1. Believed Israelis at the moment were principally preoccupied 
with Egypt's impending preponderance air power and effect it 
would have on Israel's defensibility. Did not (repeat not) 
believe any decision for preventive action had been taken but 
it was probable if air problem not (repeat not) solved in near 
future pressures in Israel would reach point where government 
would find it necessary consider possibility preventive action. 
In any event there were several issues between Eeypt and Israel 
with explosive possibilities which could easily develop into large 
‘scale hostilities without premeditation. Embassy agreed Banat 
~Zaacov was one of these fssues. Ism@aelis believed they had 
dene their full part along peaceful lines in this regard; that 
issue was unresolved because of political factors and GOI was 
publicly committed to recommence work this spring. In view 
public temper it was unlikely GOI could avoid discharging its 
cbligation. Furthermore Mapam Party which within Cabinet was 
moderate force .on most Arab issues was strongly in favor of Banat 
Yaacov project. | . % 
2. Embassy had no (repeat no) information regarding contemplated 
sanctions but pointed cut likekihood in event hostilities 
developed it would be under circumstances: making it very dif- 
ficult. to place responsibility. . 


3. Re General Burns suggestion for conference with service 
attaches, he was informed any discussion capabilities would 
require concurrence Washington. In view political and economic 
factors involved question whether Israelis getting ready to start 
things. Embassy believes ‘any conference of that type should be 
under guidance of the Ambassador. 


Would greatly appreciate Department's views on General Burns 
contemplated conference with US-UK service attaches. - 


LAWSON 
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Dept and Defense are aware that over a considereble period Chief of Staft-' 


discuss with US and UK service attaches re Israel's capabilities. 


UNTSO and his officers have exchanged views on a personal and informal basis 
on developments in Near East. Dept feels that these unofficial exchanges 


oO 
have been of mutual benefit. We therefore concerned at formal aspect of ry 
proposed conference. We believe it essential, in view Burns' status as agent o 
of Security Council, that.any talks between US service attaches and Burns = 
be conducted under conditions which would not give appearance of official and —~ 
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SUBJECT: Foreign Minister Moshe Sharett'& Views on Israel aE " 
Security Problems and Arab Relations. = ey { 
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| nm = 
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There is attached a memorandum of conversation between the 
Ambassador and Foreign Minister Moshe Sharett on December 30, 
1955, covering several subjects in the field of Israeli foreign 
relations, but dealing mainly with a review of Sharett's recent 


conversations with the Secretary. 


In this conversation, Sharett expressed views on Jordanian 
adherence to the Baghdad Pact; Israeli efforts to procure French 
Mysteres IV's and possibilities of renewed United States con- 
‘sideration of the Israel arms request which have already beer 
reported in the referenced telegrams. These suggestions are not 
covered. in the attached memorandum except for additional details 
which,for brevity's sake, were not reported by cable. 


aaah 


The Foreign Minister was attended by Yaacov Herzog, Director 
of the North American Division of the Foreign Ministry, who also 
saw Ambassador Lawson the following day to supply amplification ~ 
of some points by Sharett; and the Ambassador by William Hamilton, 


First Secretary. 
FOR THE AMBASSADOR: 


William L. Hamilton,Jr. 


ife* ‘First Secretary of Embassy 
Enclosure: / 
“Memorandum of conversation, 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


iP (Ambassador Lawson | 
Participants: ( and 
(Foreign Minister Sharett 


Place: Foreign Minister's Residence, Jerusalem 
Date: — December 30, 1955. 
' | 
_ SUBJECTS 


1... Conduct of Business with Foreign Ministry 
2 Alsop Article 

3. Dulles-Sharett Talks 

4., Trends in GOI thinking 


Le Conduct of Business with Foreign Ministry: 


Sharett said he had told British Ambassador Nicholls that 
his arrangement with the Big Three Ambassadors was not an 


,agreement. It was his, Sharett's own unilateral declaration 


of an intention to apply common courtesy to his relations with 
mutually interested chiefs of mission. If chiefs of missions 
came to see him in Jerusalem, he would, by way of returning 
the courtesy, see those who had business to discuss with him 
on the occasions of his frequent visits to Tel Aviv. He could 
not, however, agree to come to Tel Aviv to keep appointments 
with those who under no circumstances would’ visit him in 
Jerusalem. The only Embassy thus far to suggest that all of 
their business should be conducted in Tel Aviv was the Turkish. 
He had declined. 


2e Alsop Brothers' Article: 


Sharett described as pure fabrication or serious distortion 
all elements of. an article by the Alsop brothers, as quoted in™ 
Maariv for December 30, purporting to contain the gist of his’ 
last conversation in Washington with the Secretary. Sharett 


geemed particularly incensed with the implication in the col 


(as reported in Maariv) that the Secretary had tied a favorable 
answer to Israel's request for arms to concession of Israel . 
territory. He said he felt he would be obliged to make a 


formal 
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formal denial of the article for the sake of local opinion. The | 
rete J had mentioned both questions, but without correlation 
whatever. 


3e Dulles-Sharett Talks: 


Sharett said he had dwelt on the question of Nasser's 
sincerity in professing his willingness to negotiate. Mr. Dulles 
seemed rather optimistic despite the fact that the Czech arms 
deal had only recently been announced, and there was still 
shooting in the Sinai and Gaza which had since subsided. 


' his optimism but he doubted it. Sharett believed it was probable 
Nasser was pretending readiness to negotiate to mislead the 
United ae and blunt its reaction to the Czech deal. Another 


He had told Mr. Dulles he hoped of Secretary was right in 


element was his desire to lull Israel into a feeling of false 
security while Egypt milt up its strength and taught its people 
to use their new weapons. He had called Mr. Dulles’ attention 

to one “notable case in point", Eric Johnston had told Sharett 
that Nasser had solemnly promised to obtain the agreement of the 
Arab states to the water plan. He had replied that he gave Nasser 
four months. Those four months would be up February 28. We 
should see then what Nasser's word is worth. 


Mr.’ Dulles had told Sharett he did not want to wait that 
long; that surely some progress in the settlement of Arab-Israel 
difficulties could be made before then. 


| He had stressed to the Secretary the urgency of Israel's 
need for arms. Week by week, arms were pouring into Egypt. The 
Israelis could not negotiate from a position of weakness, which 
would be their position if they did not obtain arms to counter 
Egypt's growing strength., He had told Mr. Dulles that it was not 
the Secretary's policy to negotiate from weakness--that he had 
demonstrated in a very enphatic manner to the world the far- 
reaching value of’ negotiating from strength. 


He had been told that they would have an answer to their 
reouest for arms, Ambassador Lawson started to interpose that 
they would have had an answer, Sharett interrupting to say that. 
there was "this thing" (Kinneret-December 11) which upset it. 

He could tell the Ambassador in all confidence that he hadn't 
expected it. Nevertheless, he could fully see the reasons for 
it. It was not done in a spirit of military lust. Syria, with 
machine gun, mortar and artillery fire, was denying Israel the 
possibility of exercising control over its own territory. He 
could not imagine any state countenancing it. It was an effort, 


; like Egypt's in the south, to get Israel accustomed to all sorts | 
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of encroachments. (His defense was not very spirited.} Israel 
would not acquiesce. The Ambassador remarked that this action 
had created unfavorable attitudes in the United States, the 
United Kingdom and elsewhere. It brought speculation as to 
Israel's possible policy of preventive action. He then asked 
Sharett how he expected to persuade the United States to renew 


- 9r speed up its consideration of the Israel request for arms. 





Sharett replied that Eban planned to seek an interview with 
the Secretary for|that purpose immediately after the first of 
the year, and added that the Israel Ambassador certainly had 
the "green light from here", 


le Trends in GOI Thinking: 


(Herzog came to Tel Aviv the following evening and ‘visited 
the Ambassador at the Residence to ask, on Sharett's behalf, for 
any suggestions the Ambassador might, have as to how early and 
favorable reconsideration of the Israeli arms request might be 
started. 


% 


(The Ambassador replied that he had no firm thoughts but 


‘he believed two things might. be helpful (a) anything to reassure 


the United States that a recurrence of the Kinneret raid was not 
possible under similar circumstances, and (b) the GOI was making 
a sober reappraisal of the raid and the policy which made it. 
possible. , 


(Herzog said he would suggest to Sharett that he may wish 
to give the assurances suggested above either through the 
Ambassador or through'Eban or both.) 


fhe Ambassador said that in addition to reaction abroad to 
Tiberias, Israel government pronouncements in the press were a 
factor in foreign conjecture about Israeli intentions. Only this 
week there had appeared in the press an obviously inspired report 
of Egyptian forces build-up. 


Irrespective of their factual bases. when such articles 
appeared, questions invariably arose as to their motivation. 
Were they a prelude to military action of some sort, or to serve: 
a propaganda purpose abroad?, Was there any specific purpose in’ 
bringing the matter to\the public attention at this particular 
time? The question arises, could it be-a part of a program to 
justify an action like aes ma 


Sharett professed ignokence of the article in rn dut 
said he wanted to make two things clear: 


; le It was ‘a natural ‘thing to warn the public that its 
security situation is precarious. 
i 2. The — 
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2e The Israel government is absolutely united against 


preventive war from its head down to the most junior cabinet 

member. Vehemently opposed. But from that position, the 

government must persuade its public that it is maintaining a 

balance in strength. If time passes without success in 

obtaining arms, it will have a very unsettling effect on public 

morale. 5 : 
Ambassador Lawson agreed but pointed out that if the 

Government made too much of a point of convincing the public 

that obtaining arms was the better alternative to preventive 

action and at the same time strongly agitated the public with 

scare stories of Egyptian troop concentration on Israel's borders - 

troops which were being heavily armed, - then failed to obtain 

the arms, the public would be in a dangerous frame of mind and 

might exert heavy pressures on the Government of Israel to take © 

action it might otherwise not be inol ines to take. 


Herzog interjected that on the other hand there was danger 
in permitting the public to continue believing, as had been true 
in the past, that. Israel still had an advantage in arms over 
Egypte 


Ambassador Lawson said he thought there was a good tactical 
advantage for the Israelis in hammering dway. at their willingness 
to negotiate. Sharett made the reservation that such expressions 
should not create the impression in the minds of the Arabs that 
the Jews were seeking negotiations out of fear whereupon the Arabs 
would delay in the hope of weakening the Jews still further. 


Sharett said his government was prepared to discuss any 
aspect of the problem at any time but not from the prior condi- 
tion of a willingness to make concessions of territory. 

Ambassador Lawson suggested talking in terms of exchange 
or exchanges of territory or assets and Sharett replied that was 
exactly the concept he wanted-to urge. But, he remarked, both 
Dulles, and Eden in their speeches had mentioned concessions. 


As a matter of fact when the Knesset got around to debating 
the so-called “Israel peace plan" which Eban had'announced in 
Washington, he, Sharett, would be charged with having made 
concessions. His reply would be that the suggestions weren't 
concessions at all but organic parts of any agreement to sit down 
at a conference table. The Israel offers were very elementary 
points of civilized behaviour between states. All states con- . 
cerned would benefit from their acceptance. - 
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: oF SENT DEPARTMENT 677; REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 26%,—ofipon 20%, : 
a In reply to inquiry by Embassy counselor as to relationship & “4 
To JERUSALEM POST editorial January 4 (EMBTEL 673) to Ben >i 
P Gurion's announcement intention invoke Article 12 of GAA fi E 
UOP with Egypt (EMBTEL 650) Raphael Foreign Ministry adviser —* 
OLI on Arab affairs said when Prime Minister made this proposal ' 2 
to General Burns December 5 he hed nothing more in mind than OI ¢ 
OCB use of that device to get together with Egyptians on mutual oF 
USTA problems. Raphael added GOI now considering invocation 0) 
CIA Article 12 without conditions ‘precedent; namely cease-fire 
OSD and faithful implementation GAA but no policy decision had 
as yet been made. ef 
Pointing to Israel's experience with Jordan in similar case 
j Embassy counselor inquired as to what would follow if Egypt 
| refused to meet under Article 12. -Raphael replied "this . 
would throw open whole question of armistic agreement." 
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a SENT DEPARTMENT 685, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 206. ab 

= PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIR. *% 

UOP 


“ae : 
OLI IDF Liaison Office informed USARMA that January 6 Egyptian 
; position fired automatic weapons at Israel patrol Nitzana 


OCB area. Exchange offire lasted one hour. No Israel casualties 
USIA reported. ; : 


OSD January 6, Israel weapons ,carrier traveling in Wadi Siran near | 
ARMy Nitzana damaged by land mine. No casualties. 


999-1/V¥s'rZ9 
0% peuanzey cz 


AIR Comment: IDF particularly resentful opening operations. All 


incidents current)y being fully reported to Embassy by IDF pre- 
sumably for record purposes. 
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RMR 10; Secretary of State - 
EUR NO: 225, January 6, 4 p.m. Va ‘ 
IO : 
E ; & 
‘4 SENT DEPARTMENT 225, REPEATED INFORMATION BEIRUT 68, oy * 
UOP CAIRO 156, DAMASCUS 76, LONDON 98, PARIS 97, TEL AVIV 163% ~ 4 
OLI » Ms 
‘January. 2-3 Ely, UNTSO operations officer, and Leriche, - a 
OCB UNTSO legal adviser, visited Cairo to conclude negotiations  ~ 
USIA for establishment UN radio station in Cairo. UNTSO officers A e 
CIA maintained position that station should be available for c £ 
OSD use by all UN agencies, not just UNTSO. Principal other — : 
ARMY user would be UNRWA which now has sizeable commercial tele- =e: 
NAVY graph traffic. Egyptians refused to permit use of station ig¢ 
AIR except for UNTSO since they do not wish lose revenue from (ep) 
UNRWA traffic and insisted that station should be located in 01 
building under control of GOE, not in operators house. GOE re) 
offered provide locked room assessable only UNTSO personnel. 
CONGEN understands Burns will recommend to SYG acceptance 
of Egyptian conditions. 
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our representative to be in touch with our embassies in Tel Aviv and ate 
Cairo. I will in any event let you know from time to time how the matter 
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EYES ONLY AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY ? 

I wish to give you this advance re that recent discussions 
that nate taken place through covert channels with both‘Israel and Egyptian 
Gevencmank representatives give us substantial hopes that it may be 
possible at an early date for some person who will be — by the 


‘President and myself to meet secretly with Ben Gurion and/Nasser and i 
commence an exchange of views between the two governments with a view to 5 = 

a settlement. of the pringicie! issues between the two countries. It ie Sy 
not clear at this time to what extent it may be wise and possible for te; 


i 
is developinge You should not however until further notice indicate to ja 
anyone cohnected with the Israel’ Government nor to any other member of 

_ may YS 
the Embassy the fact that you have been informed that the talks mERE be 
taking place. \ ; urLhey 
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FROM : American Embassy, Cairo 754 __ 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. January 6, 1956 peeere=e 
DATE fe, 9 7 “ 
‘REF © - oo 
vs yg 
irk. at AE Mate Me a ine : 
‘= Vaal H 
manele Conversation with Dr. James Hadderson YOUNG of Bagpist _ 1 £ 
=e Hospital in Gaza. = rm = 
| eS Os 
ae IN 2 
ae my fr fe 5 
° 
Dr. James Hadderson Young, American medical missiongry ak? Fhe w o 
Baptist Hospital, formerly Sterling Memorial Hospital, thetaze y, % 
Strip, called on January 5, 1956 at the Consular Section for Apn-= p> Ss 
sular services. . nm ee eye 
; y os 
Dr. Young stated that when he had left’ Gaza last Monday the r 
situation in Gaza was quiet although the Hospital still treats civi- oO) 
lians who have received wounds due to border clashes. ol 
0) 


Tig. 8s. 





Dr. Young further stated that since his residence in Gaza during 
the past year he has continuously heard from'the residents as well 
as the refugees in Gaza that they wish to be incorporated in Jordan. 
There appears to be little love for the Egyptians. This feeling 
among the residents and refugees of @aza was intensified after Eden's 
recent speech concerning the Near East with eference to Palestine. 
It is to be also noted that this feeling was) still anv even after 
the recent disturbances in Jordan. 
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Action Control: 38S1 
oon Rec'd: January 10, EP 
FROM: Tel Aviv 0:50 a.m. 2 ws 
Info . = 2S 
RMR, TO: Secretary of State \ { § 
nt 7 5 
ss NO: 692, January 2 6 p.m, oe ‘i 
G m E 
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0 SEN! DEPARTMENT 692; REPEATED INFORMATION CALKO 269, Bovanoo » w 
TQ AG DAD 33, SELRUY 1'79, DAMAS cus 128, LONDON 2723, SERWBALER = i 
P JMBERED \ oF & 
VOI 2S m 
OLT Wow Egyptions killed and two captured in Israeli opprehénsfpn FE o 
two amali proocpa of "snies" over weekerd smd teday in > m ' ~J 
QC cAt phan od Atha” mo xcsordlag to press reports Lalo ef Tia < ™~ 
SSra ttrmed by Tue to Weed Ministry. First group consisted é 
- CIA three _men_t Tirs, det vec ted Friday afterncen in or inge gruve w 
OSD three ktlometers nerth of Ashkelon by civilia® puard why ~ 
ARMY = aucnmoned police. As police approached they opened (ire. ‘'wo — 
NAVY "ondes' killed 'hivd wounded. fl 
AIR ae 
AG toon Su pee unglher palr killed in exchanme oF fire lulu ' 
kilonfeters at neush of Gazaistrip. This merning necording o- 
to Foreing Ministry third member of latter group captured, in oO 
game area, 0) 


Prisoner taken in Friday's accident identified as Mohamec 

Kahli Baroud who admitted according to GOI his party sent to 

spy specifically to watch movements of military vehicles and 

units on Israel roads and to study terrein. Foreign Ministry 

j ‘ telephoned Embassy today to make three points in aaaiaiaaeaaies with 
ra 


1. Baroud confessed that on day of his apprehension two similar 
groups of three or four members in Ashkelon area for espionage 


purposes. 


2. Baroud identified one o> two men kiiled in Sunday's incide 
as person known to him because they in same espionage treining --} 
ucit. 


Foreign Ministry considered these two points definitely estab igied 


that units not "casual" mercenaries engaged for fedayeel type ™: 
activity but personnel carefully selected fcr rather large wal 
scale espionage project. or 
ver 
3. Foreign Ministry wished to point out in this connect ida > 5 
that ie Gurion had been informed by General Burns tha c) 18 
‘ - LIMITED OFFICIAL USE Nasser » IE Is 
PERMANENT ——- 
RECORD COPY e This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notation of itiea hee 
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-2- ‘692, January 9, 6 p.m., from Tel Aviv 
Nasser had told Burns while he could not publicly adhere to 
‘cease-fire he prepared to practice it. Fact that "espionage 


parties" opened fire on being detected by Israelis should 
be noted in this connection. 
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EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSADOR 

Re EMBTEL 687. 

Both Sharett) and Eban had previously indicated to me Israel's lack of 
confidence in Nasser and the desire of IG to postpone negotiations for 
settlements We have nabenes within past two days been given firm assurance 
of Ben Gurion's willingness to talk with intermediary. We are under no an 
illusions concerning difficulty of; inducing IG to commence process of © . is, 
arriving at compromises essential for a settlement but believe should OQ 
take fullest advantage of willingness of leaders of both governments to R 


talk with intermediary. Raphael has in past made exaggerated statenents ONC 
IG position. 
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RMR TO: Secretary of State eae ts 
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3S NO: ‘701, January 12,:11 a.m. “Pr ne 
G i) — 
SP E! us 
S SENT DEPARTMENT 701 REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 271. 2 i o By 
TO JERUSALEM POST January 11 in editorial, possibly ForeigiMinigtryN t: 
P inspired, dealing with recent killing and capture by IDFQunits of & “ 
UOP Egyptian spies, plibilshed editorial which compared present ns 
ND Egyptian tactics against Israel with those in past. . rs 
OLI E 
Significant highlights > 
OBC as ee 
USIA Recent Egyptian incursions into Israel are not (repeat not ) a 
OF spectacular. A spy caught or killed in one place does not deeply ! 6 
OSD move anybody thousands of miles away. For Israelis, however, ——— 
ARMY “ews that Egyptian spies have been apprehended and Egyptain air- iY 
AI craft are flying daily over Israel, has a definite meaning. They Ol 
NAVY know it means this time the ans are better prepared for 0) 
real war than they were in 1948. 
For many years Egypt tried to obtain information by sending 
scantily trained infiltrators, and, more recently, Feda Veen. 
» Feda Yeen idea did not (repeat not) succeed even though for a 
‘time Cairo presented them to public as spearhead of Egyptian 
NE-conquering army. : 
Tactics gsyptian military intelligence recently changed. Now fo 
real soldiers collect int'ormation on Israel and probe Israel's 
defenses by staging attacks here and there. This is regular od 
military intelligence, along front line between two belligerents. paq 
When this front will start moving is anybodysS guess. The west -Q 
has never taken Egyptian threats seriously; this fact tended to 
anger Arabs. * 
Israel people are convinced there is only one way to prevent war. CG 
israel asks arms not (repeat not) for Independence Day parades WF 
but for physical self-preservation. Moment arms arrive much [I 
‘ danger of war eliminated. oe) 
Israeli more than once has had cause to feel it was being = 
abandoned by world for political considerations. Soviet move. @ 
in Security Council -- tioauet possibility of being faced once 
| again REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
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PROHIBITED 
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again with organizéd antagonism of whole world. Conclusion man 
in street has reached very different from that which many friends 
-- or pseudo friends, have advocated recently, namely suicide. 
Public is surprising1y| cdlm -- because it has seen worse situa- 
tions in its life. 


Cassandras at home and abroad should stop helping us to lose 
battle ere it is begun by undermining nation's spirit. In this 
country miracles count for as much as facts. Especially if 
miracles’ are well prepared in serious practical manner without 
panicky warnings. 
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SUBJECT: Transmittal of Memorandum of Conversation 





There is transmitted herewith a report of a conversation 
between the Acting Army Attache and an officer of the Israeli 
Embassy on the subject of Israel's disputes with Egypt and | 
Syria. , | 

The Israeli officer Limicenendt is a well-informed indivi- 

' dual who presents the Israeli case persuasively. He has in 
recent weeks, in other informal conversations with Embassy 
officers, emphasized the point that, while it is true Israel 
has violated truce agreements thesé violations have been in 
response to a series of minor provocations. With respect to 
the attack on Syria, he has stated that all reasonable persons, 
including the Israelis, can only regret the bloodshed caused. 
However, since Israel does not use irregulars as do the Arab 
countries and cannot guard the whole frontier, they must respond 
to attacks in a manner designed to convince the Arabs they are 
too. costly to be continued. 


9SLI-l/VvE *vL9 | 


The enclosed memorandum reports the most methodical pre- 
sentation made by the Israeli officer, and is therefore trans- 
mitted as a matter of interest to the Department. 

For the Ambassador: 


W ican A Wi - 


William A. McFadden 


his Second Secretary of Embassy 
Enc logure: a 


of thstinrocntin of Conversation © Copy No(s) _ sf 
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From 
OFFICE OF THE ARMY ATTACHE ~ | 
AMERICAN EMBASSY | 
Moscow, USSR 
TO: First Secretary 


SUBJECT: Conversation with Israeli First Secretary 


At a dinner party on 11 January 1956, I talked with Mr. 
A. Chelouche, First Secretary of Israeli Embassy, for about 5 
minutes about Israel's border disputes with Egypt and Syria. 


Mr. Chelouche made the following points: 


1. Israel does not want war with the Arabs, as she 
would have nothing to gain and much to lose by war, even if she 
won. 


2. Although Israel will not use force to change the 
atabas uo in the Middle East, she will resist the attempts of 
tates to change the status guo by force to Israel's dis- 
on oc 


3. Egypt and Syria’ are the aggressors in the present 
disputes. Their immediate objectives are: 


ae. To gain for Egypt additional territory in the 
Gaza area. 


b. To deny Israel the use of the Suez Canal - Red 
Sea°line of sea communication. She does this effectively now by 
refusing Israeli ships the right to use the Suez Canal and by 
denying by gunfire Israeli access to the Gulf of Aqaba. 


ec. To establish Syria's right to the NE shore of 
Lake Tiberias. Mr. Chelouche believes that Syria has been en- 
‘couraged in this by Egypt. He said that in the recent raid on 
Syrian positions here, documents had been captured which laid 
claim to a. line in.the water 250 yards from the shore of Lake 
Tiberias, rather than the present border. He thinks Syria's 
‘purpose is, by continual harassment, to get Israel to make con- 
cessions which will give Syria rights on the shores of Lake 
Tiberias. 


h. He admitted that Israel has violated the truce 
agreements, but pointed out that a border cannot be open to 
violations by one side and closed to the other. He described 
Egyptian and Syrian policy as one of repeated incursions into | 
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Israeli territory by irregulars. He stated that since Israel does 
not use irregulars, and cannot physically guard their whole fron- 
tier, their only recourse is to conduct retaliatory punitive raids 
to persuade the Egyptians and Syrians that the irregular opera- 
tions by small groups are too expensive to continue. He said the 
recent Israeli jattack on Syrian positions on the East shore of 
Lake Tiberias was merely an instance of the implementation of 

this military policy. He described the operation as a difficult 
one militarily for the Israeli forces, and said it had been car- 
ried out only after a long series of provocations. He said "the 
drop that filled the cup" had been an incident just previous to 
the raid, in which the Syrians had fired on Israeli fishermen and 
an accompanying police launch. He made a special point of the 
fact that Israel never attempts to hold any territory gained by 
raids, but merely punishes Egyptian and Syrian raiders at the 
base of their operations and then withdraws. He also pointed out 
that Israeli forces had special instructions hot to harm any civi- 
lians, but merely to hit Syrian positions, some of which were ac- 
tually on Israeli territory. He justified Israeli retaliatory 
raids, not only as Israel's only means of combatting Egyptian in- 
cursions, but pointed out that Israel had to take such strong 
measures in order to give,some sense of security to Israeli set- 
tlers along the Egyptian frontier or have them abandon their 
newly settled lands.» 


5. He said that, ie expects Egypt to feel strong enough 
within six months to adopt a more aggressive attitude toward 
Israel, in an attempt to win external victories, to compensate 
for domestic failure. Although there are some voices in Israel 
calling for preventive war while Israel is still relatively 
stronger than Egypt, he characterized these people as irrespon- 
sible and in the minority. His government does not believe pre- 
ventive war is a solution. 


6. He does not believe that the Soviet Union would like 
to provoke an Arab-Israeli war but are merely "fishing in troubled 
waters." He seemed confident that Soviet technicians are train- 
ing Egyptians in the use of new equipment, but said that I should 
know more about that than he. a 

7- Although he never said directly that the US should 
provide Israel with more arms, he did say that if the US would 
provide Israel with the necessary arms to defend herself and 
would sign a mutual security pact with Israel, the’ Arab bluff 
would then be called and they might abandon their aggressive de- 
signs. 


I asked him whether providing more arms to Israel might 
| not further alienate the Arabs and force them into the arms of 
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He scorned the suggestion, stating there are 
no real liberals in any of the .Arab countries and that they all 
outlaw the Communists and ruthlessly hunt them down. 


(Signed) Ira B. Richards, Jr. 
Colonel, GS 
Acting Army Attache 
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Gb . Lucas, American political adviser with UNTISO, has given me ss td | 
“ts following detfeils. recent developments. a z | 
UOP When Burns received letter from Eytan of January: 4+ (Tel Aviv's 2 o 
OLr telegram 715 to Department) "confirming" acceptance UNSYG , N). 
proposals for El Auja D/Z, he inquired as to status Foreign: Q.° 
IOP Ministw#y communique dated December 27 which iicicated Israel's oO 
OCB acceptance UNSYG's proposals conditional on Egypt's agreeing 0) 


"to ensure.an effective cease-fire and to honor fully all 
| OSD provisions IAA". | 


NAVY Replying Burns! inquiry Foreign Ministry informed him that 
AIR Israel's acceptance as set forth in Eytan's letter of January 4 
is "complete and self-explanatory." Reply continued with state- 
| ment to effect that Israel now awaits similar acceptance from 
Egypt, pending which Foreign Ministry saw no (repeat no) point 
in implementing UNSYG proposals nor in entering into any ; 
discussions about them. 


Burns saw Gohar on January 10. .Gohar said Egypt interprets 
sc-called unconditipnal acceptance by Israel as meani that ¢ 
Israel will (1) maintain the kibbutz in El Auja D/Z (2) slows. 
marking of western boundary only and (3) maintain 30"police" Fh 
in the :D/Z. Upshot would be that Israel would come out of om 
discussions El fuje with acquiesence her "right" to maintain g 
"police" there which she did not (repeat not) have before and 
for which there is no (repeat no) basis. Burns took position g’ 
‘that the three points just mentioned should be the subject of 
separate negotiations and not (repeat not) confused with *T] 
acceptance of UNSYG proposals for El Auja. = 


Gohar indicated Egypt willing discuss above matter further 
when UNSYG visits Cairo. »Burns proceeding Cairo with UNSYG 
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Regarding Israel's continuing accounts Egyptian-instigated 
border incidents, Lucas said it is only in rare instances 
that Israel submits verbal comptaints promptly and requests 
investigation. Most alleged incidents are subject of written 
complaints lodged some time after the event and not (repeat 
not) requesting UNTSO action. — 


. COLE 
TT/1 


<> — eae >= 


/ : < ie | ; 


gsc TCNWVE , 7 | 


a) £36 . . CONFIDENTIAL 


PENINSULA NEWSPAPERS INCORPORATED __ ACTION 


Palo Alto Times » Redwood City Tribune « Burlingame Advance-Stcr 7 . is assigned to 


P. O. Box 300, Palo Alto, California 
ELINOR V. COGSWELL \ Jan. 21, 1956 pag ple 
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U.S. Department of State, 
Washington, D.C. 


Request for information on Middle East area 





Dear Sirs: 


I am anxious to get exact informstion as to the bound- 
aries of Isrxel as fixed by the armistice agreement of 1949, par- 
ticularly the southern boundaries that are involved in relations 
with Egypt. 

/ 
Can you refer ay request to someon@! who could give me 
this information in terms that can be interpreted by reference to 
an ordinary map rather than in terms that require, knowledge of 


weters between towns, topographical detsils, or other inforhation 


not readily” available to a newspaper? 


My immediate concern is with the area reportedly sug- 
ges.ed by Great Britain as a corridor for Arab World use at the 
southern part of tne Nezev Desert. Was this area assigned. to 
Iscael in-the armistice agreement, or has it been acquired by the 
process of settiement and “development? 


: Is it bossible for me to secure throygh you, or from 
someone to whom you could refer my request, copy of the Tri- 
* partite Agreement guaranteeing the armistice boundaries? = 


I shall be glad to pay any charges for this waterial.. 
It will be helpful in making my editorial comments, which appe 
in three papers on the Sam Francisco Peninsula, more accurate 
and more helpful to our readers, y s 4 pon 
, ee 


a 


Sincerely, . Fa 


Jf 


Sheek Gpon' 


siirnn gece ‘ (M¥ss) Eltnér V. Cogswell 
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the supplements is $1.15; or, indi --lo. 1, 
fifty cents; No. 2, ferty cents; Ko. 3, teen 
conts; No. 4, ten cents. ? 

Sincerely yours, 


For the Acting Secretary of State 


Chief | 
; Public Services Division 
Enclosures: 


iS Se 3-13-56 
= 





ta Sinoerely yours, 
Por the, tary of State: 


Jon P. Meagher 
Chief 
‘Publis Services Division 
Enclosures: 
ea AS stated. 
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Action \ -} Control: 10884 
Hon al a Rec'd: JANUARY 23, 19 
FROM: CAIRO , 6:13 AM om 
Info ' $13 £ = 
RMR TO: Secretary of State ‘ 8, 
ss’ NO; +1363, JANUARY 23, 10 AM - 
G ie 
SP B :: 
C PRIORITY 7 £ 
L @.* 
Eguy SENT DEPARTMENT 1363, REPEATED INFORMATION JERUSALEM 75, KE 
. PRIORITY TEL AVIV 166. > 
“Lod 
UOP = § 
OLI = HAMMARSKJOLD TOLD ME LAST NIGHT AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED RE 1 ® 
_ALAUJA WHICH PROVIDED FOR"MARKING OF BOUNDARY", WITHDRAWAL No 
Geek EGYPTIAN TROOPS FROM ZONE EAST OF AL AWEIGLA, REDUCTION ISRAEL! © 
-GIA. STRENGTH WITHIN D/Z TO STATUS PREVAILING OCTOBER 3, 1955. WAS 
O8D. UNABLE (REPEAT UNABLE) OBTAIN DETAILS. HAMMARSKJOLD SAID PUBLI 
ARMY ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD BE MADE JERUSALEM SHORTLY. 
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38-D CONFIDENTIAL 
Action Control: 10953 3 
‘ Rec'd: January 23, a 
FROM: Tel Aviv . 8:53 a.m. ) 
Info , : a: 
RMR TO: Secretary of State ys A 
| . . eB, 
ss NO: 735, January 23, 2 p.m. U far J re) “a 
G OS ee. 
SP = 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 735; REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 280 + os 
Io 
P Press reported and IDF-FLO confirmed three exchanges fire in 2 @ 
UOP Negev Saturday January 21 (1) at 10:45 Egyptian position >| 5 
OLI (at 0945 60255) directed machinegun fire at IDF patrol which \ 5 
returned fire. No (repeat no) casualties. a 
OCB 
USIA (2) 11:10 Egyptian position El Auja directed mortar fire at RA 
CIA IDF observation post in demilitarized zone. Initially shells Ol 
OSD fell 300 meters short. At 11:30 fire resumed with shells oO 
ARMY striking Israel position. IDF replied with heavy artillery 0) 
NAVY (155 mm according to IDF-FLO). IDF unit observed direct hits 
AIR on Egyptian position. , 
(3) IDF patrol at midday fired when shepherds in vicinity 
Kisufim refused to halt on request: 
(4) IDF-FLO reported 3 overflights by Egyptian sircraft over 
weekend over Eilat Berotayim and Nitzana areas. 
Comment: Precise location 155 guns not (repeat not) known 
no (repeat no) indjcation they within DZ. This first acknowledged 
instance when IDF used this caliber in any border incident. 
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Action x . Control : ze VOL - / { 
Rec'd: January 23, 19 
A Ss ae ir og * 
NEA FROM: ‘fel Aviv 12:30 p.m. may 
: A os 
Info ' d a 2 2 
T0:. Secretary of State Me so 9 
RMR - y “e 
oa NO; 729, Janzary 2%, 6 p.m. ( af 
wo 5 
G cf 
SP CHTORTTY S| 
Cc - ny ‘ 
L SENT DEVARTMENT 74°, REVBa SEO TURONMAT TON -EBUSALEM 77, CarRO 327% 
10 AMMAN 1U4, BETKUP 156, GARASIS 149, nes 
USUN es 
P Weave] BUH CAlIlGd ny me Eats Auman et diseitas an ject = 
UOP Ne Me La Tee Tatil SE, fF det » Ae A uay reperLibe 
~ ws ‘ ‘ . 
CLI St Atine Ltrs Gwr paceag tals reference menu burrs said 
a née hed transmitted Got vhlewa Lo Hewinersk joid and Intier had 
VuD replied he werld be nnaivte attend pmeept ion te Tereatayw, Wai ‘Eg : 
Tie af . * ’ “ 
JOTA we discussing maLlter word arrived fram Foreign Muistey that. 
bes ae bi ; ~J 
bor reception had been cancejled. : m 
OSD & . 
ARMY With reference bto-sllepabice by Foerelen Minishry that, Dipiematic Ww 
AIR Corps had expressed desire meet Hammerskjold in Jerusalem and ~ 
NAVY were enbirely sgreendle bo shiending ceception in that. elty > 
Nicholls and I pointed aut that there had. bec av oriey aye ie ai 
expressed by corps and ues (repest mo) initiative taken by its a 
that tripartite Ambassadors had consulted among themselves and i 
nad assumed that in view of fact GOT had issued invitations UNSYGy) 
S nat approved or arrangemeni.. jut of deference t= his wishes in & 


matter the tripartite chiefs of mission had décided to attend... 
., We told Burns that this appeared. ko be another cax where GOI 
~ attempting fait sccompli; that Israelis had been misleading both 
Ninftheir approach + Hammers jold and to tig of Diplomatic 
, \CoPps; and we concurred in, UNSYG's decision tio cancel reception. 
| a As general Burns left 1o meet TNSYG at. atrport he ‘indicated he 
! 


9S¢ 


w@ild suggest to him that he, Burns, arrange smali reseption in 
Te Aviv tomorrow evening to give Hammerskjold cppertunity to 
meet members of Diplomatic Corps. 
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34_p CONFIDENTIAL 
Action Control: 10906 ~_ 
: Rec'd: arch 195 

NEA FROM: Jerusalem ~ Teel ¥ ‘ 
Info f 

: Ln he 
RMR TO: Secretary of State ; Z ys : 
— NO: 282, January 23, 11 a.m. . i, a 
c a 
<P SENT DEPARTMENT 282, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 179, TEL AVIV 174, “| 
ee AMMAN, BEIRUT, DAMASCUS UNNUMBERED. i San e 

® 

L General Burns returned to Jerusalem ahead of schedule (CONTEL 2669} ¢ 
— yesterday owing problem created by Israeli plans hold reception gi 


for UNSYG in Jerusalem to which diplomatic corps would be invited, 3% 

U UNSYG has stated that no reception was mehtioned when his programy « 

OP arranged in New York and that in view UN resolution status. is 

OLI Jerusalem he would refuse to attend. He asked Burns suggest 
reception be held Tel Aviv. 


* Burns told me yesterday that Israelis unwilling accept UNSYG 
CIA suggestion, that Sharett is reportedly "very annoyed" at 
OSD UNSYG attitude, and that Gideon Rafael of Foreign Ministry 
ARMY told him diplomatic corps have signified they would be entirely 


agreeable attend reception Jerusalem. Burns doubts veracity of 0) 
NAVY ‘latter statement. 


Gee-1/V 


With regard UNSYG visit Cairo Burns said Egyptians evidently 
reacting, favorably toward UNSYG proposals for El Auja DZ. He 
hopeful results visit but appeared disinclined to discuss 
substantative aspects for time being. ‘ 
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58 | CONFIDENTIAL 
Action | Control: 14164 
Rec'd: January 26, 195 
A , | y 
FROM: Tel aviv \ 10:52 a.m. E 
nto 
. 7] 
RMR 10: Secretary of State : 
35 NO: 741, January 24, 1 p.m. ; 3 
G ee 
P : : : fF? ’ 
: SENT DEPARTMENT 741; REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 282, LONDON 226,45 a 
EUR JERUSALEM 76 ; a 
L ‘ Q o 
IO When calling on me yesterday regarding Jerusalem question 2? 
USUN (EMBTEL 739) General Burns said that in discussions which >eE 
Pp he and Hammerskjold had in Cairo with Fawzi,..latter had it g 
UOP agreed to marking by UNTSO,of the demilitarized zone boundary =. 5 
OLI "at such points as UNTSO deemed necessary." He also said that ! e 
Fawzi had agreed to Hammerskjold's second point on solving N° 
OCB Nitzana problem; namely, restriction of all Egyptian check- b& 
USIA posts, defense posts and personnel, to positions west of the $i 
CIA western boundary of DZ. With the foregoing developments and 
-.08Sp' GOI's letter of January 4, it now appeared possible to. pro- 
~ARMy ceed with implementation UN SYG's three proposals. Burns 
NAvy added that Hammerskjold believed and he concurred that these 
AIR three points should be put into effect before proceeding with 
negotiations on remaining problems of Israel para-military 
forces in the DZ agreement on military positions west of the 
demarcation line. ; 
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Ls CONFIDENTIAL , 
Classification a 
x \\ \ 
VERBATIM TEXT a oS 


' . \ 4 
SENT TO: USUN NEW YORK GADEL// 7  NTACT. d 1% 
\b 









‘RE: SYG Report on Israeli Withdrawal, DELGAS 371, 572, 57% sah 
; a : 

You are authorized seek cosponsors for following draft resolution:  ? Ae 
QUOTE The General Assembly, | 1 


Recalling its resolutions of November 2, November ], November 5, November 


_— 


November 24, 1956, and January 19, 1957, 
Having received the report of the Secretary General contained in Document 


A/ 





Ka 
prrernen Te Noting with grave concern the failure of Israel to withdraw 


all of its forces behind the armistice lines despite the repeated requests of 


mw tn 


a 


= L/P pm pS Hm umn 


the General Assembly, 
Calls upon Israel to complete the withdrawal of its armed forces behind th 


v2 


9S 


armistice lines without further delay; 
Calls upon the Governments of Egypt and Israel scrupulously to observe the 
provisions of the 1949 armistice eaboonenit; oO 
Approves the recommendations and measures proposed by the Secretary Genka 









in his report, which are to be implemented upon the withdrawal of Israeli f 


! 


‘. L ° Urges all Members to observe and respect these recommendations and meas 
of. to extend their full cooperation in giving them effect. UNUOTE 


Drafted by: ty , 


eee Bet ma srs 1/25/57 


xe SS 
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JAN 25 we7RMe*” Classification 
hain as 


ii id a i iti ae sat lls, ih aa 


‘pace 2 of telegram to ___USUN NEW YORK GADEL NIACT _ 





CONFIDENTIAL 
Classification 


[ pr if you think it tactically wise, 7 
If necessary to obtain two-thirds majority ¥/ you may substitute following for 


third yoxrmmmk preambular paragraph: QUOTE Condemning the failure of Israel to 


womply with the repeated requests of the General Assembly that it withdraw all of its 
forces behind the armistice lines UNJUOTE. 


Separate telegram follows concerning SYG's comments and en suggestions. 
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Action . Control: 13067 ar 
NEA — Rec'd: January 26, 1956 

7 FROM: Tel Aviv 8:40 a.m. sai 

nfo : yaa ; 

RMR 10: Secretary of State ; na 

—~ NO: 748, January 26, 10 a.m. ; Vn | 
SP 1 | 
C Following our talk on Israel's arms ‘request, January 24 (EMBTEL TH3) | 
10 Sharett in apparent anectodal -vein told me following fragment eI 
R from his conversation with Hammerskjold. 


Hammerakjold ‘said he hoped to leave area with adherence of all 
governments he had visited to declaration of their "determination 
to abide by charter; to carry out provisions armisticé agreements 
and settle their differences by peaceful means". Garett said he 
found this. very interesting but had Nasser made it clear to 
Hammerskjold what ‘his adherence to declaration meant in terms 

4 of Egypt's Suez blockade and was it clear to HKJ that there’ would 
be some inconsistency between its restrictions on travel to 
Scopus and Mount of Olives andits adherence to declaration? 
Hammerskjold had replied to effect that he could not expect im- 
‘possible to which Sharett commented that declaration then was 
actuaily no more than collection of pious.wishes. Hammerskjold 
said, "no, this wasn't quite true, like preamble of charter 
declaration would represent certain contribution in moral tone" 
he considered it something more than."a zero". Sharett said above 
was in strictest confidence. 
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Action Control: 81 ; 
Rec'd: ae 1956 Th 
NEA FROM; Tel Aviv ppidi GoM. [{ 
Info j 
: ‘ Bees 
RMR TO; Seoretary of State 4 base 
a No; 764, January 31, 6 p.m. “oe 9 
- | ° 
G 0) B. 
SP Foreign Ministry yesterday gave Embassy officer following oral ~y 3 
C account, another phase Hammerskjold's conversa tion with Ben K = 
Io Gurion and Sharett (Embassy telegram 7 48, . & 
R Account was characterized as sensitive and “highly conficential. (p “, 
@ 
Ben Gurion told Hammerskjold that he had been thinking about = ps) 
requesting a meeting between Israel and Egypt under provisions ct 
Article 12 of the Armistice Agreement and inquired as to UN = 3 
Secretary General's view. Hammerskjold replied that if Article 14 @ 
l2 were invoked it would be his duty, to convene such a meeting W . 
but expressed doubt that use of this device was the best means — © 
of improving the situation between Egypt and Israel. Hammerskjolgy 
continued that he had been giving thought to the possibility of Oy 


requesting "quadripartite intervention” in working towards an 
Arab-Israel settlement and that perhaps this would be a better 
approach than the invocation of Article 12. 
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; NEA : ' 2/4/56 12:20 p.m. BB 
MESSAGE CepgpepierieD CORRECTED COPY 
4 Control: 1871 tone 
Rec'd: February 3, 1956 


hes 7 
10: Secretary of State . — \ Pehtigpes 5 -_ 


NO: 772, February 2, 5 p.m. ee , 
Pate Her, | =?) 


General Burns met earlier this week with Embassy Counselor and ™N 
Service Attaches in pursuance of subject EMBTEL 675 and DEPTEL * 
499. Consulate General Jerusalem also present. Burns said he ° 
desired to set forth his appraisal Egyptian-Israel situstion 00 
and to raise several questions for Department consideration. He * 
had informally discussed same questions in part with Hammersk jol@> 
during latter's recent visit but /did not (repeat not) jfeel he 
could set forth matter to UN Secretariat because of danger N 
leaks from that body. ' / Pf 
Ol 
1 6)) 


Burns said that in his judgment there was enough danger of war 
in the area to require immediate decisions by tripartite powers 
regarding preventive measures or means of intervention if the 
former failed. As Burns saw situation hostilities could orig- 
inate from either land invasion or air attack. If the former 
most probable that initiative would come from Israel; if the 
latter, from Egypt. As a pretentive measure,against land action 
he was thinking of proposing a buffer in the form of United 
Nations forces to be established in the demilitarized zone 

and in the Rafah-Khan Yunis area. In view of fact invading 
forces would haveto overrun UN Forces, this would counter any 
possibility of developing a minor incident on the demarcation 
line into major hostilities or a staged "casus belli".. ; 


[2 o 


Re possible air attack by Egypt, Burns recognized that Egyptian. 


posséssion Jet bombers was Israel's telling argument for being 
given more arms. He doubted whether Egypt would initiate air 
action unless she could resist an Israeli ccunterblow on the 


ground. He was not (repeat not) certain as to when this ; J 
point would be reached, it depending on the length of time -. 5 
necessary for Egypt obtain and become efficient with new _—o. 


Czech weapons. Burns said he was unclear as to the form of . 4 

tripartite intervention against’ air attack. . He raised the F ee 
question of another radar warning system and possible counter-. yj JO 
attack on air bases. iting =I 


Burns concluded by saying that he was aware of his responsiblilty 
in the current situation as head of UNTSO but badly needed - 


4 
‘ i 


( -- guidance. : 
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-2- 772, February 2, 5 p.m., from Tel Aviv 


the 


i .Idance. He said he would be most grateful any corm 
rere~tment could give him discreetly regarding tre fe Bs 
zs well as any information regarding such subjects a: . #1: 
taiks or other preparations to prevent wars; and whether pricr 
e-t+tor of ‘the Security Council would be needed. He inn :ired 
about the location of US and UK Forces in the Middle ives) whish 
uleht be in a position to intervene. Burns said he rec: gnized 
> set 


thay there were many political difficulties in trving t: 
ip: preventive forces through Security Counci: action row, 
En bassy representatives informs Burns foregoing would be 
transmitted to Department and that Embassy appraisal situation 
remained unchanged from that set forth January 3 (EMBTEL 675). 
Burrs left the impression that he would be greatly relieved 

if he learned that the problems he mentioned were being 
actively worked .on by: the tripartite powers. he 
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Action f Control; 1871 

; Rec'd: he ea 3, 1956 

FROM: Tel Avi ; - a.m 
- ROM: Tel Aviv d Copy No(s} Ss ; g i 
RMR TO: Secretary of State Destroyed in = By 7 ak ~ 
ss NO; 772, February 2, 5p. PMwamel e aS 
G Dat Oe. . 
SP <= eee, \ 
3 General Burns met earlier this week with Embassy “eoungeT anand my 
EUR Service Attaches in pursuance of subject EMBTEL 675 ang DE ‘ 
ie 499. Consulate General Jerusalem also present. Burnssaid he ™ 
10 desired to set forth his appraisal Egyptian-Israel situation 
OLI and,to raise several questions for Department consideration. He 


had informally discussed sybo* questions in part with Hammersk jold 
during latter's recent visit but did not (repeat not) feel he 
could set forth matter to UN Secretariat because of danger leaks 
from that body. 


Burns said that in his judgment there was enough danger of war in 
the area to require immediate decisions by tripartite powers re- 
garding préventive measures or means of intervention if the wy 
former failed. As Burns saw situation hostilities could originate 
from either land invasion or air attack. If the former most prob- 
able that initiative would come from Israel; if the latter, from 
Egypt. As a preventive measure against land action he was thinking 
of proposing a buffer in the form of United Nations forces ta be 
established in the demilitarized zone and in the Rafah-Khan Yunis 
area. In view of fact invading forces would have to overrun UN 
Forces, this would counter any possibility of developing a minor 
incident on the demarcation line into major hostilities or a 
staged "casus belli" 


Re possible air attack by Egypt, Burns recognized that Egyptian 

_ possesion Jet bombers was Tsraei's telling argument for being given 

“more arms. He doubted whether Egypt would initiate air action unless 

she could resist an Israeli counterblow on the ground. He was 

not (repeat not) certain as to when this point would be reached, 

it depending on the length of time necessary for t obtain and 

become efficient with new Czech weapons. Burns said he was unclear -} 

as to the form of tripartite intervention against air attack. He 
‘raised the question of: another radar warning system and possible 1 

gounterattack on air bases. ws 


i 


‘Burns concluded by saying that he was aware of his responsibility ~ 
in the current situation as head of UNTSO but badly needed guidance., 
He said he would. be most grateful any comments the Department could 
give him discreetly regarding the foregoing, as well as any 
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foScreT 
-2-772, February 2, 5 p.m. from Tel Aviv 


information regarding’ such subjects as staff talks or other 
preparations to prevent wars; and whether prior action of 

the Security Council would be needed. He inquired about the 
location of US and UK Forces in the Middle East which might be 
in a position to intervene. Burns said he recognized that there 
were many political difficulties in trying to set up preventive 
forces through Security Council action now. 


Embassy representatives informs etsrga* foregoing would be trans- 
mitted to Department and that Embassy appraisal Situation remained 
unchanged erie that set forth January 3 (EMBTEL 675). Burns" left 
the impression that he would be greatly relieved if. he learned 
.that the problems he mentioned were being actively worked on by 
the tripartite ‘powers. 


LAWSON 
SW: CRH: 13 


Note: *As received. Correction to follow. 
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Tel Aviv's 772. By me Burns will have seen Eden-Eisenhower 
communique which indicates US-UK-France will be consulting on measures to be 
taken against aggressor. Basic philosophy remains that in event NE aggression 
three powers will make every effort act through appropriate UN organs. | 
Communique also indicates willingness support possible Burns —— re 
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enlargement and improvement his organization. Burns' informal views in this 
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respect in advance formal communication to SYG would be useful at ‘this stage 
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gp ‘ | = 
: SENT DEPARTMENT 340, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 144, CAIRO JIDDA, o 
TO DAMASCUS TEL AVIV UNNUMBERED. we 
7 Discussed with Brigadier Galatlly today news stories appearing & 
UOP JERUSALEM POST February 6 and 7 to effect Arab Legion searches E 
ND in Hebron region have uncovered "thousands of gold_and silver 8 
OLI Saudi Arabian coins" and that Legion "confiscated 88 rifles,.." © 
a. ad 
OCB Galatlly, Arab Legion Area Commander, said no (repeat no) c@ins pti 
US ' discovered, but a quantity of Egyptian currency notes were found 
Leng in course of search. Locals in possession these notes gave oO) 
OSD unconvincing explanations about having earned them in course 
A D routine smuggling activities. Galatlly said a number of arrests ry 
cet made since riots on basis Legion and police blacklists plus in- 
pe formation supplied more recently by various village elders. 
While some fire arms were confiscated he did not {repeat not) thi 
this especially significant.: There was no (repeat no) indication 
that fire arms imported recently, and rifles are normal possessio 
some of local population. . nN) 


Galatlly added that persons arrested were sent to Zerka and af ter-! 
ward (unless released) to prison camp in southern Jordan. i. 
Similarly, evidence substantating accounts subversive activities gl 
forwarded Amman. Hence, he ‘could not (repeat ge well corroborat® 


foregoing type of information by actual exhibit of impounded 
materials, etc. 
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~FROM: Jerusalem 7359 a.m. 


TO: Secretary of State 
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NO: 342, February 8, noon ; CI 


PRIORITY oak ; 


SENT DEPARTMENT 342 REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY LONDON 107, . 
PRIORITY TEL AVIV 175. 


Burns has just given me pertovins comment regarding DEPTEL 180: 


He has not (repeat not) yet received request from Secretary 
General for expression views re possible enlargement UNTSO. 
He agreed provide informal statement his thoughts for Department 
later today or tomorrow. 


S°vlL9d 


Meanwhile, his preliminary thinking 1s to effect that — 
enlarged observer corps would appear require Israel and contigu-.! 
ous states refrain from interference activities observers. As 

Department aware Israelis and Egyptians have both placed severe Ol , 
restrictions on freedom movement, and former have not (repeat 
not) allowed observers to be stationed along their side Gaza 


1 

observation points their side, but are "a bit sticky" about 

this, and have also impeded work observers. In circumstances 

just outlined, there would appear but little point in mere 

enlargement corps of observers subject such limitations dnd 

even complete ban on movements as imposed by Israelis, for 

instance, just before attack at Khan Yunis. As prerequisite 

enlargement UNTSO some arrangement with Israel and other states, 

ensuring freedom its activities appears essential. 1 
ia 

Burns opined that enlargement observers corps should be based 

on SC mandate to observe snd- maintain the cease-fire (SC resolu- 


tion August 11, 1949): rather than on supervision of execution 
armistice agreements. 


Will telegraph Burns further comments soon.as available. 
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C BOMBAY AND CALCUTTA UNNUMBERED. fe 
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C : | ‘ a 
EUR _ SENT DEPARTMENT 346 TEL AVIV 178 REPEATED INFORMAPION LONDON 108.¢qp £ 
rs cr 
IO Burns has now informed. me of message he has recéived from UNHQ = S 
oo to effect that UN has as yet received no (repeat no) approach “SH 
"Yop from powers regarding enlarging UNTSO. UN would therefore prefer) o 
. "go slow" in considering matter and contemplate taking no 1 § 
LI (repeat no) action prior return SYG to New York. : mer ° 
eo In ,view foregoing Burns said he did, not (repeat not) wish prpvideg S 
CTA any comments additional those already reported CONTEL 342 fof 0) 
time being. ; : 
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FROM: Amembassy, Tel Aviv 211 i 


TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. _ February 15 » 1956 
a ¥ 


DEPT 


n AMIE? OCl/G wk-S Feet - lef f ff 





























F OTHER 
y 14-7 


SUBJECT: Attached Memorandum of Conversation. 
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bod a 
an | i) : 
f . 8 
There is attached a memorandum of conversation between | @é 
Yaacov Herzog, Chief, North American Division, Foreign Ministry ~J FY 
and the reporting officer. | < De » 
The argument pursued by ir. Herzog, one familiar to the . Qu * 
Embassy and the State Department. through frequent reiteration, - a 

is that Nasser would pursue a policy of playing one power blog > 
off against the other regardless of the existence of the Arab* ~~ : 
Israel problem; that he is opening the door to Soviet penetrag' | N) &. 
tion in the Middle East and Africa for his own ends, but is I g 
naive to know where this course leads. —. ¢ 
Herzog admits in passing, that Israeli acts may have be 


9 


contributed to speeding Soviet moves in the area but hastens 
to add that Soviet einen along this line were inevitable anyway. 


FOR THH AMBASSADOR: 


La 
wa 
= N 
<a | 
— wy \ 
wn a ) ‘ - 
as 8: len lank L— 
vo = ews | , 4: 
oS William L. Hamilton,Jr. 
we NN eee First Secretary of Embassy 
~— wed 
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En : Gz a} 
Memorandum of conversation, R ripe sl 
es stated. . i : wo) 
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| MEMORANDUI OF CONVERSATION | 


Yaacov Herzog, Chief, North American 


Participants: Division, Foreign Ministry 
(William Hamilton, First Secretary of 
( Embassy 
Date: February 13%, 1956 
Place: Foreign ilinistry, Jerusalem : 
Subject: AN ISRAELI ESTIMATE OF NASSER ‘ 


After remarks addressed to the "psychological importance" 
of obtaining either Sabre Jets or liysteres" in at least 25% of 
the number of HIGs which Egypt is receiving from behind the- 
curtain, Herzog soliloquized on Nasser and his successes in 
playing the two Power blocs off against each other. He -described 
as superficial and tragically mistaken what he believes to be a 
United States conclusion that the West can win Egypt's firm 
allegiance by engineering settlement of the Israel-Arab question 
on terms acceptable to Nasser. It is easy to come to the 
conclusion, he said, that Nasser is obliged, by the circumstances 
of the Arab world's hatred of Tsrael, to resist Western blandish- 
ments and play one power bloc off against the other until a peace 
is achieved which the Arabs will regard as another diplomatic 
victory of the type they ere, becoming accustomed to see him win. 
Thereafter, according to this thesis, it will'not be difficult 
for Nasser to swing Egypt into the Western camp where all her 
natural impulses would lead her save for Israel. 


The truth is, however, that Israel is the chief instrument 
of a foreign policy which Nasser would pursue even if Israel 
did not exist. His ambition is to achieve hegemony in the Arab 
world. Adherence to the Western camp has no part in his plans. 
He has been impressed by Nehru's independent role and entertains 
hopes of achieving a similar status himself. He is cute and 
cunning but ignorant and without comprehension of the strength 
of the forces he is attempting to bend to his own purposes. He 
is the harbinger quite unwittingly, of Soviet penetration of the 
Middle East and Africa. ' oe 


The Gaza incident on the Egyptian side and the Baghdad Pact 
on the Russian probably produced the Egyptian-Czech/ deal some- 
what prematurely but it was inevitable anyway. If jthese factors 


the Soviets would have made these or similar overtures in the 


| had not been present, given Nasser's receptiveness end ambitions, 


area 
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| area sooner or later. | 


Herzog said he could not understand how the United States 
could so completely deceive itself when it had the example of 
the Suez bases. At. that time there was no suggestion that the 
Isreel problem prevented the establishment of a firmand enduring 
friendship between Nasser. and the Wegt. Tt was merely the alien 
presence of the British, encroaching on Egyptian sovereignty, 
that barred the way. The West must learn soon that Nasser will 
continue to go beckoning down the road of new concessions, 
something like the Pied Piver, just as longs as that pays dividends. * 








; 

He said the Foreign llinistry is appalled by the thought of 
the. impression Nasser's successes are probably creating every- 
where in Asia and Africa. , He must be regarded as the most favored 
by Fortune of any ruler of a second-or third rate power. He got ' 
arms from the Soviets; the West countered withthe Aswan Dam loan; 
the Soviets replied with an offer of an atomic reactor. The ) 
Israelis assume that: Ambassador Byroade will once again cover up’ 
for Nasser, persuading the United States Government, just as he / 
apparently did in the Czech arms deal, that the gift of the reactor 
is really not a serious matter, or to be taken as evidence that 
Nasser finds the Soviets at least as much to his liking as the 
West ; 

% / 


Herzog said that of course the Israelis cannot speek of 
Nasser without being accused of subjective judgments. Neverthe- 
. less, they were convinced any serious study of the situation must 

-lead’ inevitably to the conclusion’ that Nasser should be jerked 
firmly into line and shown clearly that the West has reached the 
limit of its patience. The West's present policy of cajolery 
and bribery is only going to whet his appetite. The trouble. is 
that Nasser has no capacity for comprehending were his course 
is leading. He has no idea that he cannot stop when he wishes; 
that he is running down a one-way street leading to disaster 
not only for Egypt but the entire free world. 
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Info P m 
' oO 
RMR TO: Secretary of State BE, a, ) 
ss NO: ott February 23, noon : : Vi fw oO r 
Bs a 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 358, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 155, BEIRUT 82, +& tC 
mUR CAIRO 198, DAMASCUS 87, LONDON 110, PARIS 104, TEL AVIV 183. w ss 
4 - ee 
. . General Burns gave me afternoon February 22 account his recent * Bs 
usuy activities which substantially as follows; Lae 
| Fs =] 
eae Burns sew Sharett about outstanding matters February 21. With N B 
Pp regard SYG proposals El Auja area, latter sald Eytan address pe .' # 
UC letter to Burns giving GOCl current position. Burns received Ne 
7 letter February 22, but it contained nothing new. Letter 2 
0) 


out justified GOT inaction on grounds that Egyptians have done 

TOP nothing as yet toward implementing proposals. Burns expects 

ocR see Sharett again February 235 when he will suggest, in view 

CIA negative vharacter Eytan's letter, GOI give some kind of under- 

OSD taking or express ton intention (in view their “unconditional 
acceptance" fprovosals) to implement proposals by a certain date. 

pceL/‘c If that ‘were done Burns would use it as argument endeavor per- 

ICA/H Suade Egyptians agree similar undertaking in effort break 
deadlock. Burns added that Ben-Gurion appeared as-prime ob- 
stacle any progress and reiterated that latter apparently under 
erroneous impression SYG proposals included stipulation Egyp-: 
tians should withdrew any forces from area’ established by +e) 
Article 8 penasrr ye 3: GAA. 5 

bt 


In discussing es Yacub project, Sharett referred to SC rai 
lis resolution 1953 on subject as out of date. He inquired 
whether Burns considered that Bennike's order to cease work 2 


in D/Z could still be regarded as in force, in view passage . 
of time. Burns replied to effect that in absence any specific = 
expiry date, he would construe order as remaining effective oo 
until cenceiled. Sharett reasserted Israeli "pight’to resume me 
work in D/Z, but said GOI willing give Johnston further oppor- @® 
tunity seek agreement Arab states. Burns gained impression 


Israelis willing wait until ew about are | first, but 
not indefinitely. 


On previous day, February 20, ae had seen Syrian Minister 
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_ CONFIDENTIAL 


-2- 358, February 23, noon, fron Jerusalem 


Defense and Shuqyar in Damascus. They referred Bigart-Ben- 
Gurion interview and asked him what Israelis were going to 
do about Banat Yacub. He replied that he knew nothing of 
this subject except what he read in the newspapers. They 
then asked what he could do should the Israelis resume . 
digging. He said question was hypothetical but that subject 
now being reviewed in UN. He could assure Syrians that he 
would report promptly to SC upon any resumption work in D/Z. 
He suggested that Syrians’ put any such questions they might 
have for him in writing, to avoid misunderstandings. He 
would do his best to obtain answers and give them a written 
reply. 


With regard Lake Tiberias matters, Burns said Israelis dis- 
playing no great interest suggestions for improving situa- 
tion which he made pursuant SC resolution January 19. They 
were not prepared go beyond terms GAA prohibiting firing 
across D/L or crossing by persons. However, Israeli position 
did not preclude their attending conference with Syrians 

"for discussion" Burns other suggestions (reference Damascus 
telegram 693 to.Department). Negotiations regarding exchange 
prisoners being carried on with parties by MAC thairman still - 
in preliminary stages. Israelis have included in list persons 
they wish returned several possible deserters of whom Syrians 
claim have no knowledge. Syrians including names civilian 
crew vessel captured by Israelis. 


In summary , Burns views Israeli attitude toward outstanding. 
issues as discouraging. He said that he is making no appre-.- 
ciable progress at present. He described his last meeting 


wtth Sharett primarily as lecture or harangue delivered by 
the Foreign Minister, rather than as a discussion. 
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SP SENT DEPARTMENT 361, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 157, BEIRUT 6. re b 
a CAIRO 200, DAMASCUS 89, LONDON 112, PARIS 106, TEL AVIVY155.~ on; 

t 7 . ° : @ 
i Paraphrase of Burns telegram to UN SYG regarding his conversa- : a 
10 tion with Sharett February 23 tranamitted by CONTEL 360 to > < 
USUN Department. Burns also made following comments on matter while © 
a at CONGEN February 2}. > j ° * WE. 
; ; : - od 
OLI While Kytan's letter°of January 4 "confirmed" acceptance UN S¥G ro - 
, TOF —_ proposals for El Auja, Israelis have continued "stalling tactics" (py 
OCB ever since with regard implementation. Burns therefore assumes 
CIA either Eytan neglected clear his January 4 letter with Ben Gurion g 
OSD _— or was merely being deceitful in belief Egyptians would never ac- 

cept proposals. Im any event, Eytan's letter of February 21 

(CONTEL 358) in addition stating that Egyptians have not yet 

implemented proposals further stipulates that as precondition 

GOI action GOE must also implement article 8 paragraph 3, GAA- 

Thus condition attached to "unconditional acceptance” at last 

emerges clearly. Burns told Sharett* that some time ago Gohar 

had stated GOE would implement article GAA just cited if Israelis 

would remove "police" from D/Z. / 

Burns. said Sharett appeared to have little enthusiasm for subject 

under discussion,and described him 4s somewhat evasive. Sharett’ 

had observed at one point that "he only came into this business¢) 

in the later stages," indicating possibly that he shouldn't be 9 

jblamed for mess made by Eytan. Latter "conspicuously absent" 9 

from Burns-Sharett meetings. For a time Sharett endeavored rat 

maintain argument that one could draw definite distinction be- @ 

tween "unconditional acceptance" and "implementation." He 5 

thereafter dropped that theme in favor of thesis that new situafh. 

tion has now arisen because Egyptians have augmented their fordils 

and equipped them with Czech weapons. Burns maintained that s 

* considerations should not invalidate acceptance UN SYG proposa 

but gained impression Sharett doing his best enmesh them in o r- 

, broader context of provisions GAA. Burns recalled that UN SYG ss 
had especially wished make progress through obtaining acceptance. 
proposals for El Auja before tackling problems involving wider “© 
considerations of Israelii-Egyptian relations. For that reason \"' 
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Burns has refrained from endeavoring see Ben Gurion in order 
Suggest, for instance, possible obtainment "cease fire" Gaza 
area from Nasser on basis Israeli agreement draw back motor 
patrols from D/L (CONTEL 338). He had feared chances implement- 
ing El Auja oe would be lost amid discussion other out- 
standing issues. 


Burns said that his February 23 conversation with Sharett was 
- Limited to above matters and did not include problems with Syrians - 
nor reports Syrians shooting at Israeli fishermen Tiberias 
February 23. Burns added observers now investigating Israeli 
complaint. while Syrian MAC delegate has informed chairman 
orders against firing across }D/L will be "reinforced" if allega- 
tions verified. 
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BEN HALIM'S VIBWS ON POSSIBILITY Of WAR BETWSZEN EGYPT aND ISRAEL 


tions on the possibility of war between Israel and Egypt to Amba 


Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. during a flight between Tripoli and £1 Ad 


Prime Minister Mustafa Ben Halim made the following obserwa=— | Hy 
sador 
zi 
‘on February 23. - 


9 


Prime Minister Gamal 'Abd al-Nasser would do everything within 


reason to preveht becoming involved in a war with Israel. However, - . 
Nasser would not flinch at administering a sudden blow with an atom ree) 
bomb on Tel Aviv should circumstances warrant. The Prime Minister b 
believed that the Soviet Union would not only provide the bomb but , 
also would lend post-attack support to the Arabs. ~~ | 
EMBASSY COMMENT: ae 
The abowe seems fantastic but may reflect the thinking of the a o 
Kgyptian Ambassador here and of other igyptians with whom Ben Ualim Ol = 
has close relations. 0) — 
S | J 
iw), ae | 
— Y SF | ‘ ay Pgs a ZY 
/ wt ne / A 
<‘ pif ol ie (fete 4. flexi 
lag 10 rege / 
ae ee ot, Kefeer P. Davies, 
aie / First\Secretary of Embassy 
= Ge 
— —_ 2 P — ” 
mS Mala) BP ad FY 
Martmnnna + 
reyrad in hye 





0 — a raya 


‘ ? 
Ce: Tripoli (1) Wot 5 aoe eget 
Cairo {1) %, ‘ 
4 Tel Aviv (1) : P. 

/ 
= i 


RPDavies :djm — 
; REPORTER 


{J D> ACTION COP¥ — DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


The action office must return this permanent re¢ord copy to DC/R files with an endorsement of action taken. 





| 






Lan td wish Cll og Lat ls AM 


Ho 
71H 128038 dOR- 


EORM DS-747 
84-54 





1. TOP SECRET CONTROL WUMBER 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
61h, .848,/2-2556 
TOP SECRET COVER SHEET ; 
4. fe sagan bas ae omen (Origin, subject, reference no. or 2 COPY INFORMATION ; 
Desp. 80 fr. Benghazi dtd. Feb 25, 1956. actiog Cory__2% ___sMFORMATION ior 
ment Sés Kof-2— reed. 
r Cort Be. OF COPIES 
5. FORWARDED : 3 BATE AND HAE OF 


(Date) a Secret Control Officer) 


PERSONS TO a — or 
READING DOCUM| ae a pa 





efor 
- , - 
A - 1-4? 


Pa ee eee 
Tate 
a 
rE 
CE Se Ce 
iTeRe Tt eee 
| 


- 
f § 


aS 
Gq 
By 
rh 


ie 
ATT 


~ 

- 
\ 

(~ 


E 

R 
a) 
La 


\ 


~ 
2 


y 





/ ; vw U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955-345829 


~ 


NND 397403 
BOX 2676 


ACCESS RESTRICTED 


The itém identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 





File Designation 


In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 

a . = 


available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because’ it contains: 


| 


' y4 Security- Classified Information 


! 


= / 
Be Otherwise Restricted Information 


il dS a EN at a cD — ; ' 


™ 
= 


= 
~~! . 
oH 
= 
o 
=] 
> 
= 
> 
i 
=. 
o 
+4 
— 
oO 
m 








i 


ACCESS RESTRICTED 


The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 


Date 2/a8)5é ¢ | : , 
ole | y | 
To sec, ste ce | 


In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 


File Designation 


restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 


available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 
because it contains: ; 


= 
— 
— 
= 
o 
=] 
> . 
= 
> 
i 
= 
Oo 
—_| 
— 
om] 
m 


y Security- Classified Information 


[] Otherwise Restricted Information 





n E \ P . 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION NA FORM 14000 (1-66) 
\ £ = Sg hk i ; ; \ ‘ ‘ 
Free Tse Nr ere tk, ee m bec 2 


at : Department of State 


INDICATE: [J couecr COhF IDEUTIAL 


CO CHARGE To —_ : 
Classification 


SENT TO: Ascuucsey PARIS 776 SK 
a O_.wCis AIFoxz 
‘ sit Gt? 





Origin — ar ao at b 2 . \ 
SPE ate] Ro 
" . 5 he \ 
af shia idiay \es ~-wvil, Cc 
On a | o ¢ ‘ 
a" des din y : / we 
1h / \ 
" SETPUT (" " ) € 
" TTHNDA ow " 
2A ( ) 
" AAT Os i ' b 
atv ilies) \ / i 
ee ee ie 
aA aul LU . 
ct 
o 


\code Rooms Tleasc corest xew York's 65)2-CL Februsry 23 to aucve 


v sts.) 





H 


a) 


Dist. 
Desired 


(Offices 
Only) 


OQ) 

~“ 

I 

fs ' @ 

rs 

(© ek niit | FE tc 
«4 hy) 
i 

AY] 

OO 

oi 

OQ) 


ibs Palestine ‘i 


| Subject: 
ce ; | 
ae | | 


i ‘ N as 
, Drafted by: ; Telegraphic transmistion and y 
IO: uNPsdiudfowsher 2/29/56 - 


Clearances V s ra 
wa a Clesred with usu) - Hr, Barco (in substance) g | 


’ ‘ae ee iy . i i] 
mo) wel _ CONFIDENTIAL 
| FEB 29 1956 7M. Classification 


woes ities ssuncidcil slit asians 


quspyucD 





T 








Wen <8 Department of State 





31-B 












SECRET s ‘ 
, SSS ee eee oy x ¢ 
Action Control: 177. = Ls gl 
NEA Rec'd: March des 956% Tig a Za 
, FROM: Tel Aviv i | 6: ‘ree BS & 
Info , ee ee 
, i) 
RoR TO: Secretary of State 5 
66 NO: 861, February 29, 5 p.m. . 8 
G 
SP PRIORITY oF 
ra . oe 
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t PARTS 179. a 
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UOP & 
OLI At social event yesterday evening, Colonel Neeman, Deputy : “* 
Chief IDF intelligence, made following comments USARMA; Be Ns 

OP } ‘ eh: , 

B ' (1) Ppactically the entire Egyptian Army is now in the N 
‘TA Sinai area, most elements being close to Israel's borders.: = 
SD 
(2) Much of the same situation prevails in Syria, with ® 

Syrian Army in process mobilization. | 
(3) Israel is taking precaution short’ of substantial mobil- 
ization which is extremely expensive and disruptive to her 
economy and daily life. Israel has been through this before 
and was learning how to live with such a situation. 
(4) Neeman comhented on the extreme vulnerability of the 
Egyptian forces in Sinai, adding that ;at time of Nitzana 
incident the army had urgently advised Ben Gurion that an kr} 
mY opportunity existed to destroy the Egyptian Army , ge i, ogg 
? permission to attack. Ben Gurion who, he said, has gow far 
tional and biblical outlook and morality despite the fa can 
is not a religious man, refused permission to attack. ext 
\3 (5) In view of vulnerability Egyptian forces, the army {8 poy ! 
urging Ben Gurion to allow it to strike and destroy Egyptia 
vv before it is too late; that within a very short period of time 
bas _Egyptians would be in. a strong position. The Prime Minister yy 
has given no answer to date to this IDF advice. After refer QO | 

i ring to the increment in Egyptian tank strength, Neeman stat Ww 

\ the real danger to Israel was Egyptian Air Force rather than 9) 

> Army. IDE knew Egyptiay Air Force could bomb Israel in a. er 

3 ges of three minutes/from bases close to Israel's border “4 

“4 ‘ 

2 bas) , : 

A Be ete | and tbat all. } 
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and that all of the aircraft and fighter strength in the world 
would not prevent them from bombing. He added that Israel de- 
sired interceptor aircraft despite this fact, she was willing 
to take bombing losses but knew that with interceptor aircraft, 
she could intercept Egyptian aircraft returning from their 
mission and ultimately wipe out Egyptian Air Force due to 
pilot rather than plane losses. 


In conversation previous evening with Embassy counselor, 
“olenel Harkabi, Chief IDF intelligenee, gave a similar esti- 
mete of the concentration of Egyptian*and Syrian forces on 
israel's borders’. In response question as to why IDF believed 
Egyptians would eventually take initi§tive in attacking Israel, 
Harkabi, said this conclusion was b largely on intelligence 
information as to what Nasser was telling his own officers. 
According Harkabi, Nasser was takjig line that destruction Israel 
was the keystone to establishment Egypt's leadership throughout 
Arab world, which when accomplished would lead to Egyptian 
dominance Africa and Islamic world. 


Embassy comment "Neeman's cSmments re exchange between PDF 
and Ben Gurion at time Ni}Zana incident is consistent with 
reports received by, fmbegsy other sources which indicated 
that IDF regarded sftuation at that time as a "golden oppor- 
tunity" but that Ben Gurion did not go along because he and 
cabinet had already adopted alternative policy obtaining 
additional, arms to offset Czech arms shipment to Egypt. 


While Embassy has no information to indicate that IDF intelli- 
gence sources are any ‘better than those of USG as they relate 

to Nasser's intentions, we believe Harkabi's appraisal is of 
interest because of propensity GOI to rely on its own intelli- 
gence estimates rather than assurance Western Powers re Nasser's 
pacific intentions. Sources close to Ben Gurion report that 

his current thought (#) subject run along following line. 

While willing to give limited credence to Nasser's expressions 

to westerners of his good will toward Israel his final decisions - 
when he ‘is militarily strong enough will be strongly conditioned 
in first instance by General Amer and RCC colleagues; in the 
second instance by the free officers; and, finally , by pressures 
from the other Arab States. Ben Gurion reportedly believes that 
somewhere along the line the pressures will become so great on 
Nasser as to force him to take the military initiative against 


Israel. ¢ 
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Action andj that all of the aircraft and fighter strength in the wold B 9 
NEA would not prevent thes from bombing. He added that Israel de- ~ 
Info sired interceptor aircraft despite this fact, she was willing @ 
RMR to take bombing losses but knew that with interceptor aircraft & 
she could intercept Egyptian aircraft returning from their = 
SS mission and ultimately wipe out Egyptian Air Force due to a 
a ‘ pilot rather than plane losses. - 
‘ Q 
C In conversation previous everiingwith Embassy counselor, 2 
EUR Colonel Harkabi, Chief IDF intelligence, gave a similar esti- ? 
L mate of the concentration of Egyptian and Syrian forces on J 
IO Israel's borders. In response question as to why IDF believed a 
P Egyptians would eventually take initiative in attacking Israel, ° 
UOP Harkabi. said this conclusion was based gh oe on intelligeace > 
OLI information as to what Nasser was telling his own officers. “~~ 
According Harkabi, Nasser was taking line that destruction Israel 
IOP - was the keystone to establishment Egypt's leadership throughout 
OCB Arab world, which when accomplished would lead to Egyptian 
fan dominance, Africa and Islamic world. 
, Embassy comment "Neeman's comments re exchange between IDF 
and Ben Gurion at time Nitzana incident is consistent with 
reports received by Embassy other sources which indicated 
that IDF regarded situation at that time as a "golden oppor- 
tunity but that Ben Gurion did not go along because he and 
Cabinet had already adopted alternative polity obtaining 
additional arms to offset Czech arms shipment to Egypt. 
While Embassy has no thformation to indicate that IDF intelli- 
gence sources are any better than those of USG as they relate 
to Nasser's intentions, we believe Harkabi's appraisal is of 
interest because of propensity GOI to rely on its own intelli- 
gence estimates rather than assurance Western Powers re Nasser's 
pacific intentions. Sources close to Ben Gurion report that a 
his current thought processes this subject run along following line. 
While willing to give mited credence to Nasser's expressions 
pjto Westerners of his good. will ‘toward Israel his final decisions 
«when he is militarily strong enough will be strongly conditioned 
pip first instarice by General Amer and RCC colleagues; in the 
—spcond instance by the free officers; and, finally, by pressures 
xffom the other Arab States. Ben Gurion reportedly believes that 
mewhere along the, line the pressures will become so great on 
Basser as to force him'‘to take the military initiative agains, 
rael. 
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RMR 10: Secretary of*State : ad r 
Ks No: 365, February 29, Noon. eS ane: 
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SP | | we? = 
fs SENT DEPARTMENT 365, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 202, BEL @ / § 
' BUR AVIV 186. ‘=e 374% OF 
ro, ‘ ee ~“ 
USUN Reference CONTEL 463 oe : h BB 
r i ° a: 
UOP Burns has now shown me text Eytan's letter February 21. While. W & 
OLI somewhat verbose overall effect is definitely to link UNSY¢s Ro 
three proposals with GAA provisions, especially Article VIift. oe 
OCB a 3 ©, 
USIA . Letter states inter alia that implementation of.UNSYG props- N 
CIA sals "depends upon further clarification of a number) of impor- I 
OSD tant details...". . letter refers to the proposals as, being N 
put forward "within the framework of Article: ViII" and to (O 
the need for Burns to-clarify with GOE its "willingness to O1 
implement Article VIII and the other matters referred to in 0) 
UNSYG's letter of November 3." Letter also argues that GOE 
infeffect had imposed conditions of acceptance proposals by 
"linking Article VII with Article VIII and by "requesting" 
postponement of "restoration of Article VIII to its efficacy. 
Aide-memoire which Burns left with Sharett February 22 (CONTEL 
360 ) refers unconditioral acceptance proposals by both parties 
and states that he would certainly conclude either party had not 
accepted proposals "if it. should now reveal previous condition 
or set a new condition to its acceptance." 9 
Burns seeing Sharett again February 29. =m 
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L BEIRUT 210, DAMASCUS 150, TEL AVIV 198, JERUSALEM 1 pS 
IO LONDON 269, PARIS 153, NEW YORK 50. > > 
P ; NE 
ore GOHAR TOLD TOMLINSON TODAY THAT EGYPTIAN MAC REPRESENTATIVES Oo ° 
PROCEEDING TO MAC MEETING SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 28 AT =}: ae 
Iop AL AUJA HAD BEEN MET BY ISRAELI PATROL WHICH INSISTED ON o 
OCB ESCORTING EGYPTIANS TO MEETING PLACE, EGYPTIANS REFUSED 0) 
CIA ESCORT AS INCOMPATIBLE DEMILITARIZED STATUS OF ZONE AND 
OSD THEREFORE DID NOT ATTEND MEETING, GOHAR’ POINTED OUT MAC ' 
HAD PREVIOUSLY MET AT KILO 95 "FOR CONVENIENCE” HOWEVER’ 
, GAA CALLED FOR MEETINGS AT AL AUJA, IF -THIS IMPOSSIBLE 
MAC SYSTEM BECAME POINTLESS FOR IF EGYPTIANS HAD BEEN MET 
BY UNIFORM NOVEMBER OBSERVERS THEY WOULD NOT HAVE OBJECTED 
HOWEVER OBSERVERS NO MORE FREE THAN EGYPTIANS TO TRAVEL IN 
ZONE, COMMENTING ON SINAIl PROJECT, GOHAR INDICATED BE~ ~ 
LIEF THAT PROJECT COULD BE UNDERTAKEN SIMULTANEOUSLY " 
WITH COMMENCEMENT OF HIGH DAM, HOWEVER PROBLEM MIGHT BE oO 
ACADEMIC SINCE "SETTLEMENT OF ONE KIND OR ANOTHER" MIGHT — ¢¥ 
| WELL OCCUR BEFORE THAT TIME, PERHAPS DURING THIS YEAR, Er 
¢| GOHAR GAVE TOMLINSON SAME IMPRESSION OF CONFIDENCE IN EGYPT# 
| CAPACITY TO HANDLE WHATEVER SITUATION MIGHT ARISE AS EMBASSYS 
| HAD RECEIVED FROM CONVERSATIONS WITH OTHER EGYPTIAN lias a 
DURING PAST MONTH, = 
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C SENT DEPARTMENT 366 REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 160 BRIRUT 8 . = 
- myg CAIRO 203 DAMASCUS 91 LONDON 113 PARIS 108 TEL AVIV 1 O- 
L° ; A 
Io.0630'sdsRe:«CONTEL 351 _~=C > 
UMSA d ~ & 
MC Burns has given me following account his conversation with ON § 
P Sharett February 29 with further reference UN SYG proposals; 1&6 
P @l Auja D/Z. Burns regards Sharett's remarks as amounting be N) * 
UOP to Israeli withdrawal tacit acceptance proposals. &. “As 
OLI ad 0) 


In course discussions Sharett indicated Israeli viewpoint was 
Top that UN SYG proposals envisaged compliance by GOE with article 
OCR VIII paragraph 3 of GAA, which not (repeat not) forthcoming. 
CIA Burns referred to a conversation between Hammarskjold and”Ben 
OSp Gurion during UN SYG's recent visit Israel from which Hammarsk- 
ARMY jold understood Ben Gurion had given assent orally to proposals. 
NAVY Sharett replied that Ben Gurion viewed matter as mere conver- 
AIR sation about the proposals not (repeat not) involving any com- 
mitment. Sharett .again argued thst while GOI had accepted. pro- 
Lc posals they had not (repeat not) given any undertaking to 
‘'implement" them and that in any case a new situation has now 
(repeat now) arisen owing to increased arms available to 
Egypt. In addition, he said Egypt has increased numbers her © 
troops in Gaza strip and neighborhood D/Z thus making with- 
drawal IDF from D/Z impracticable. Burns commented thst GOI = 
was aware any increase Egyptian forces in area at time proposa 
accepted. ‘ : 


There was some further conversation about the GAA with Burns 
pointing out that if Israel felt it necessary hold out for | 
Egyptian compliance article VIII paragraph 3 Egypt would un- 
doubtedly link that with observance by GOI of article VII. 
Matters would thereupon become somewhat complicated in view of 
impediments placed in way of observers who are not (repeat not) 
able in existing circumstances to verify compliance with article 
VII, for instance. The role of observers should be to observe 
and not (repeat not) merely to await an invitation to. check i= 
upon an allegation made by one party against the other. Saas sh 
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agreed to send Burns a letter outlining present GOI position 
with regard proposals. 


In talking to me today Burns éxpressed opinion that Israeli' 
attitude possibly related in some way to continuing failure 
obtain arms from US, or possibly merely result fact that 
original acceptance not (repeat not) in good faith but made 
simply with idea Egyptians would not (repeat not). accept pro- 
posals. 


Burns had inteded going to Cairo now (repeat now) that GOI 
attitude proposals reasonably clear. However,, he has just 
received message stating Fawsi and Amer will not (repéat not) 
be able to see him for next ten days but thst Gohar prepared 
receive him instead. Burns has replied to effect he considered 
it important that he meet with Amer and Fawsi without delay. 

He told me that he does not (repeat not) wish to see Gohar in 
Cairo, or even Gaza for that matter. Since Gohar never assumes 
any responsibility talking to him is largely a waste of time. 


Burns said there were no (repeat no) new developments with 

respect s estions for improving situation Lake Tiberias 

(CONTEL 358). | 
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NOTE: Message delayed in transmission. 
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YY SECREI a C7 
Control : 4034 
Rec'd: March 8, 1956 
FROM: Tel Aviv 1:30 p.m. 
TO: Secretary of State | ‘ 
j 
NO: 884. March 5, 4 p.m. 4 ew 


SENT DEPARTMENT 884 REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 114, CAIRO 298, 
LONDON 263, PARIS 191. ; 


Supplementing last paragraph my telegram 876. 


Sharett introduced deliberately jsubject Feda Yeen activity; 
did not (repeat not) enumerate alternative actions which 
Egypt might take; and left impression he considered marauder 
activities most likely. After saying Egypt might again send 
Feda Yeen into country he leaned forward and said gravely 
"This is something Israel could not live with". 


Department will recall (EMBTELS 169, 172, 188, 189, 190, 198. 
and 200) that Fede Yeen activities with their deep penetrations 
and civilian death (which culmindéted in Khan Yuni's reprisal) 
drive Israel public into near hysteria. Furthermore, GOI is 
aware (EMBTEL 535) Nasser has constructed Feda Yeen apparatus 
in other neighboring Arab states and removal British officers 
control Arab Legion may provide opportunity for their use 


across Israel's long and exposed Jordanian frontier. Sharett's 


comment may have been inspired by some GOI intelligence report 
predicting resumption Feda Yeen activities. In any event it 
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suBsect: Lege? Cpirions on Feace with Israel and Myltilatera! 
Hanced Lown by Top Religious «authorities 


es © 
| Sometime ufter frime Mirister Eden's Guildhall speech deading with the ar&b- | ® 
A Israeli conflict, « group of professors from Al Azhar, the foremcst Islamic 

university in the arub horld, requested the Grand Mufti of Egypt, Sheikh Hasan 





Tefenseghgreerents 


ia'moun, to prepare a "fatwa" (religious legal opinicn and ruling) on the questions 
of conciudirg peace witk Israel and signing multilateral defense agrecments with 
nonearub states. ‘The Grand liufti reviewed Islamic law and practice cn the two points, 
and kancec Ccown his fatwa cn 5 Jenuary 1956. It was published the following day in 


&1 sbram. (Enclcsure 1) 


Luring the same pericd, a study of the two questions was also undertaken by the g& 
religious and legal-schclars of 41 Azhar. The university officials grouped into the e 
Committee on Fatwas constitute the supreme authority on Islamic law and practice. @ 
shey represent the four major schools or traditions in Islam and as a result their (& 
rulings are birding on'all hoslems, The University Committee, under the chairmanship> 
of Skeikh huhammad Hasanein akhlouf, met on January 9, 1956 ard approved the final SA 
draft of the fatwa on the Israeli and the military pact problems, ‘The complete text Ql 
of the fatwa was published in g] Qehire the follcwing day. (Lnelesure 2) 


Fatwa of the Grand Mufti - Palestine 


re 


a 


9sS- 


the Crand hufti defined Palestine as part of the "Dar al Islam" and from this 
definition proceedec te outline in accordance with traditional Moslem legal thinking 
- the duties of Lioslems when a part of the "Dar al Islam" is attacked by non-Moslems. 
accorcirg to the Mufti such an attack creates an obligation on the part of the: 
inhabitants of all Moslem territozics, and particularly the inhabitants of the area 
attacked, to carry out a "jihad" until the territory has been regaine¢./ From the 
Lufti's phraseolegy it may be concluded, however, that he does not advocate the 
adoption of aggressive measures at present since he emphasizes the necessity for 
the preparation by the Moslems for defensive war. 


has been "regained", the lufti discusses the question of the conclusion of peace wit. 
the aggressors. In theory, he su,s, the conclusion of a peace treaty would be 
acedptable providing it involved the restoration of ‘the territory of the lioslems to 
its rightful owners, «as though aware such an arrangement is yalikely, 2the hufti the 
Giscusses the acceptability of a truce. (By truce the hyfti apparently-means ¢phe 
form of political arrangement going beyond the present armist Gagrechient Bajo “The 
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wuftdi concludes that a truce is acceptable providd: it is*in tLe interest of the 
Moslems, but disclaims any capacity for determining what conéfdicus night be 
2reluced in a truce whiel. veuld make 2% aver Wegeutns auis protlem Le leaves te 
"others whe have keen dealing witt, aie preblem"., ie clearly ex¢luccs, however, 
any provisicors whieh weuld t eC; 


gnie Israeli rights to “that part of 
Pale st ine tle, heave stolen! 





Porsin, he veroluticy of the Jelestine protgem (i.e. the restorution of Areb 
sever ignty>, the imfti reguir.. the Loslems to ee em themselves militars ly 
by obtaining ame "frou all armseproducing countries" and te natntein and extend 
the tlockate se as ts weaken Ieracl"s military capaci ities It ?s not clear whether 
these strictures woulc pertuin during a pericd of "truce" “but there appears to be 
en. Inglieaticn that they would, 

stine 
' ' 

ahe 4zhar Fatwa adopts the Same baaic pr enine u& that of the infti. It states 
that peace is not permissible if it allows the conti:uation of a Jewish state in | 
Moslem territory. Such a peace eosin not only be contrary “te héslem law bet } 


woule sanction aggression and-legilint ze the stealing of property. The 35 Lat tie 

decs not discuss the possitility of a truec. Like the Mufti Fatwa, that of 

4zhar calls on all cslens ts cocperate in restoring a iaslen terrilory to its 

inhébitants by feree of arms anc in every cther way. ‘ihe azhar Fatwa Been not, 

Lowever, refer to "jihad", at the sare tine Loclems are called ‘or to prevent, 

by force if necessary, the execution of any "projects" which would be, helpful te 

Isracl., (‘this woulé appear tc be a veiled reference to tie Jordan diversion scheme.) 
| 


ane wt£ti in discussing tue legitimacy of pucts between Loslem and nonekioslen 
states approved of such arrangements | leila, they were in the intcrest of the 
WO0clerns bul Le preferred the cone huyior of pacts with otLer Moslem statcs sc as to 
avoid-any posslkility of supporting "the aggressors" in Iulestine. The Fatwa'cf 
the Azhar Committee ls much more negative. It accuses the "inperialist states! 
of supporting Israc? aud therefore conclucées tiat no support should be given te 
pacts witi. such states since tis would be equivalent tc supporting the enemies of 
the woslems.e 

} 


% : . ‘ 


COUALNT ; 


Both fatwas appear eee grou:eed on traditicnel Islamic beliefs which may 
be summarized according te the fetwas os follows: 
_ «2. Moslem territory ("Lar al Islam") - defined as, suites primarily inhabited 
by Moslems - must be defended by every possible neans; against Invasion, 


&e Ne permanent legal sanction can be given to non-loslem occupation of loslen 
territory, lowever if the strategic situation warrents, a "trice" is permissible 
provided the political authorities determine it te be "in the interest of the 
oslems". Such a truce does not prejudice permanent principles, is not an end in 
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such a measure md ht Lave scemed Fagg necessary in view of the enbecont 
language cf the Wutti's Fatwa und may also m fleet the hardening in Naesser's 


attituce which may have taken place following Templer's misi:ion to Jordan, 


. 
leither fatwa Lac aay perecivable inpeet 2: 


b igypt althoes. It ts pons gitle thet 
{HE have men sliobily Lelpful +t 


o the regine in Ikhwand ¢ircies. . 
the fatwas werc tymergd by cditorialists; the sazhar Sutawa was act even published 
4x, full in the morning papers. oome of this indiffercnce may be attribuled to the 
faet tliat Lgyptian »ublic life is: heuvily seculerizee anc tic opinions of tie Uleme 
curny little weight in the eyex of She 3 politically pophisticatec, «at tie sace time 
au public discussion cf the "Loo eles “in this iattits 3 Matwa or of the morc extreme 
fis pasts in that of al Asghar would Lave ewbarrassec the Goveriment. Uaving publisked 
tie teats tie covermment is probatly content te kecp them "on ice" to be defrosted 
when mcece¢ssexr; to justify either a ca mpeign egudnst Isracl, if Israel shovld attack, 
or & s€ucienent with Isrec] short of “geuce” if one can be werkee out ...icl the 
Goverment is preperdd to defend as Mz, the-Letercet of the oslems", 
PO GHL AuBaso.bO: 
> ‘ , % Loran dn 
) . Alexander Schne 
Ad , Seunselor of: Lmbassy for Political affairs 
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#1 Akrar, € Canuery 1956° 


Pitva OF SH. GhadD LUFTL Ol EGYPT 
Concerning Peace with Aggressive Israel | 


Fellewing Dder's steterent about tie Talestine questicn and the concluding 
cf yeace betweer, the arabs end the Jews, a number cf 41 azhar Ulames called on the: . 
Grerd Lufti of ngypt, sheikh Hassan Ma'moun, anc asked him to hand down « fatwa 
embodying Islemic law and practice on the point of concluding peace with the 3s 
ageressive Cevish state, and on alliances with foreign end imperialist powers which 
antegonize the arate and lLeslems and support the aggressive Jews. 


after —« thorougii investigation, the Grand isufti yesterday released the 
follewing important cffictal fatwa which reads: 


The questicn put to us reveuls that the land of Palestine has been conquered 
ty the i.oslers who have lived there for a long time, and has thus becone a part of 
the «.oslen territory where minorities of other religions dwell. Accordingly, 
Palestine has tecome « terr‘tory under the jurisdiction of Islam and governed by 
Islemic laws. The question further reveals that tie Jews have taken'a-part of 
Palestine and there established their non-Islemic government and have also evacuated 
fron. that part most of its iioslem inhabitants. ‘ 


Te know the ruling of Islemic law and practice about concluding peace with the 
Jews in cceupied lalestine, irrespective of political consideretions, we have 
firstly to corsi¢er whether the attack of an enemy on any country of the Moslems 
is, or is not, allowed; and should the attack be not allowed what actions the 
Hiosiems will be recutred tc take against the attack. 


Any attack ty the enemy on any Moslem country is not allowed by Islamic law, 
no matter what the motives or causes of such an attac! may be. Moslem territory 
should remain in the hands of its owners. 


In the event cf an attack on any Moslem country, Moslems do not differ as to 
the necessity of fighting the enemy by force. A] Moghni says: "Jihad (i.e. 
religious war) is necessary in threc cases: (1) when the two forces meet; (2), if 
the infidels occupy a (Noslem) country, in which case its inhabitants must fight 
and repel them; (3) when the Imam appeals to (jioslems) for help they must answer 
the call." 


Therefore, Cod has made it a duty for all Moslems to be ready to repulse any 
atiack from the enemy on their territory. God has said in the Koran: "Prepare all 
the force and cavelery you can to terrify God's enemy and yours", 


Thereforp, preparedness for defensive war is the duty of el] Moslem govern- 
ments against any one Who attacks the lioslems because of their religion, and 
against thos¢ who have ambitions in the countries belonging to Moslems.Without 
that preparefness the Moslems will be « weak nation and thus become an easy prey 


" the attackers. | 
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Moslem legal scholars and judges may disagree somewhat about the requirement 
for the Jihad wher non-Moslem countrics are attacked, but the Jihad is an 
absojite necessity when Moslem territories are attacked. 7 





In his work on Jikad, 41 Hafiz Ibn Hager says that Jihad is a cuty, according 
to the most acceptable theories; it becomes inevitable if the enery attacl:s Moslems. 
Jihad against the infidels is the duty of every Mosler: who should carry it out by 
his hand, his tongue, his morey, or his heart. 


In light of those rulings, the action teken ty the Jews in Palestine is an 
attack on an Islamic country. It is the duty of the Moslems therein to repulse 
the attack b; force until the country has been liberated and restored to the 
Moslem owners. In this case the Jihad is the duty of al] Moslems, not just those 
who can undertake it. And since all Islemic countries constitute the abode of 
every lioslen, the Jihad is imperative for both the lMoslems inhabiting the territory 
attacked and Moslems everywhere elise because even though some sections have not 
beer attacked Cirectly, the attack nevertheless took place on a part of the lioslen 
territory which is a legitimete residence for any l.oslem. 


' Now, that we are acquainted with the ruling about attacks, on l.oslem countries, 
we proceed to the findings of the h.oslem law about whether concluding peace with 
the aggressor is, or is not, allowed. 


the answer is that peace is acceptable if it is based on the restoration of 
the lost part of the country to its rightful owners. But peace wil] be void and , 
false if it is based on the toleration of theattack and the seizure by the attacker 
of what he has taken by force, 


Moslen legal scholars and jurists have allowed the conclusion of a truce for 
a fixed period of time with the people of the Der al Harb or a group of them, if 
this is in the interest of the Wioslems. For God has said in the Koran: "If they 
tend towards peace, tend thou also towards peace and rely on God", 


It is said, however, that though this Korsnice verse does not involve 
restrictions, the majority of commentators say-that this inclination towards peace 
stipulates that there should be some adventage to hioslems, This is borreout by 
another Koranic verse which says: "Do not become so easy as to cal] for peace while 
you are the stronger party". Truce, therefore, is not permissible unless there is 
some advantage to Moslems. ; : 


It is ovr opinion then that concluding peace with the Jews on the basis of 
their retaining that part of Palestine they have stolen without restoring it to . °° 
its rightful owners will only rea¥ize a benefit for the Jews with no advantage 

to Moslems, Accordingly, we shal] not allow it except under certain conditions 
and restrictions which will achieve the interests of the kioslems. 


It is not in our capacity to put forward those conditions and restrictions, 
because others who have been’ dealing with this problem are more able in their 
knowledge of it and of its characteristics in a detailed way than we are and to 

| dispose of it according tc the interpretations from us. | 


UNCLASS FIED a. 


i 


S| er) Page! _ 2, _ of 











Desp. No - [ UNCLASSIFIED End. No. 
From - —— : (Classification) ; oe No.2 1 
ro 


Our answer to the second question is that pacts or alliances which Moslems | 
may concluce with non-Moslem states, are allowed accorcing to the Islemtc lew 

and practice provided that such pacts ard alliances are in the interest of the 
ioslems, But if those pacts or-alliances are intendeé to support an aggressive 
state such as the Jews who attacked Palestine, then they sre not- allowed by Islam 
since they wil] strengthen the attacker who will utilize that added strength to 
cerry out further aggressive actions, | 


It is preferred that Moslems cooperate with each other to repulse any atiack | 
they may be subjected to rathcr than in¢ulging in such pacts. They should concluc 
among themselves pacts of their own which will show thet the Moslems are of one 
opinion anc wil] work hend in hane to destroy any ore who may contemplate attacks | 
om any lhoslem country. ' : 

If, to these pacts and alliances. which are not meant for aggression but for 
the prevention of aggression, we add efforts to.tey arms from all] arms producing 
ecuntries so as to strengthen the allied lioslem armies, such an act would be | 
necessary to guarantee peace which every lioslem wiskes for his country and alJ. 
lioslom countries, nay, for rion-Mloslem countries as well. 


° ‘ 

ihe Jews in Pelestine are in an ocd pesition because neither the Palestinians 
nor any of the Islamic governments have concluded peace with them. Those Jews have 
not yet given up the occupied territory, but remain there according to the armistice 
agreement which a number of powers have imposed on the Arebs and the Jews. ‘lhat 
armistice to which the Islamic countries have submitteé until a justified solution 
for the problem has been reached has not been accepted nor respected by the Jews 
who continually violate it. 


che only measures which heve been taken by the lioslems, and which the Jews 
consider astrespasses on their rights, are the imposing of a blockade on the Jews 
and the stopping of arms and ammunition from reaching the Jews via Moslem countries. 


To know the ruling of Islam in that question we wish to explain that Moslem 
jurists have ruled that weapons should be prevertec from reaching the enemy 
because they help the enemy to fight the Moslems. ifforts should alsc be mace 
te prevent shipments of iron and wood and all meterials use@ for making weapons 
from reaching the enemy whether before or after an armistice agreement. The Jews 
have vilolated the armistice agreezint. This being the case, the other party 
should necessarily be relieved ‘of its obligations under that agreement. 


In his wars Prophet Mohamed has ordered the prevention of food from reaching 
his enemies with the exception of the people of liecca because they were his 
relatives although fighting against him. The Jews in Palestine are no relatives 
of the loslems and thus we rule that food should not be sent to them according to 
precedent. practiced by the Frophet, because food: will still help the Jews and 
make them more stubborn in their attitude which is against the law of Islam. 
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AL AZHAR COMMITTEE FaTWa 
On Question of Peace with Israel 
The Fatwa Committes of 41 Azhar has considered the request for an Islamic 
ruling on: ‘ 


1. ‘the conclusion of peace with Israel which has -usurped lalestine from 
its people, driven them out and scattered the women, children and young men to 
the four corners of the earth, stolen their property and comniitted the worst crimes 
against places of prayer and Islamic relics and antiquities. 


R. Friendship and cooperation with the imperialist states which have helped 
Israel in her criminal attacks and supplied her with political and material aid 
to set up a Jewish state in tht Isl:mic country and among Islamic states. 


his 
3. The pacts which the imperialist states advocdte and which aim at enabling 
Israel to remsin an the land of Palestine to execute the policy of the Imperialists. 


4. ‘The duty. of Moslems toward Palestine, its restoration to its people; duty 
of Moslems towards the projects by which Israel, with the help of the Imperialists'. 
states, is trying to extend her domain and to bring in immigrants and thus streng- 
then her existence and authority and téghten the noose around her neighbours, 
inerease her threat to them and facilitate their destruction, 


The Committee hereby says that peace with Israel as envisaged by those who 
advocate it is not legally permissible because it would authorize the usurper to 
_continue the act of usurpation; would be a recognition of his right to keep what 
he has usurped, and would allow the aggressor ,to retain the fruits of his 
aggression. 


All religious and civil laws are unanimous ,in condemning usurpation and 
insist upon the restoration of what has been us{rped to the rightful owners. 
They also urge the possessor of any right to defend it and claim. his right. The 
Prophet said: "He who dies in.the defence of hijs property is a martyr, and he 
who dies in the defence of his honor is a martyr", The Prophet also said: "The 
hand which has taken must bé punished until-wh&t has been taken is returned", 


Therefore, Moslems cannot conclude peace with those Jews who have usurped 
the territory of Palestine and attacked its people and their property in any 
manner which allows the Jews to continue as a‘state in that sacred Moslem 
territory. Moslems should cooperate regardless of differences in language, color 
or race to restore. the country to its people and to secure the Aqsa Mosque which 
is the place where revelations were made, where prophets prayed, and which God 
has blessed. They should protect Islamic relics and monuments against those 
usurpers and help the warriors with s and other means to fight for this cause 
and, in furtherance of this, exert every effort and means until ‘the country is. 

| purptied from the vestiges of “pene aggressors and despots. 
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Those who fail to do so, refuse to help the Noslems, advocate what leads to 
division, thus enabling the imperialist states and Zionists to execute their 
plans against the Arabs and Islam and against the Arab and Islamic country, are 
heretics in terms of the ee of Islam, and by this they commit the worst 


possible crime, 


{ 
{ 


Everyone knows that from the early days of Islam to the present day the 
Jews have been plotting against Islam and lioslems and the Islamic homeland. They 
do not propose to be content with the attack they made on Falestine and on Jl 
Aqsa liosque, but tuey plan for the possession of all Islamic territory from the 


Nile to the Euphrates. 


Islam requires that Kioslems stand as one indivisible unit in defence of 
Islam. It is therefore the duty of lhioslems to unite to ward off this danger, 


defend the country and save it from the usurpers, 


As to cooperation with those states which support that group of aggressors 
and supply them with money and equipment in order to enable them to continue 
living in that territory, this is legally not permissible because it means 
helping that group in its aggression and supporting it jin its enmity to Islam 


and the territory of Islam. 


the Koran says: "God forbids you to have relations with those who fight your 
religion, drive you out of your country, or help drive you out because they are 


oppressors. You should not accept them as‘ifasters." 


There is no doubt that dealing with the enemies and befriending them is 
equal to supplying them with help whether this help be in advice, ideas, weapons 
or force + secretly or openly - directly or indirectly, because this strengthens 
them and sustains their existence. All this is not permissible to Moslems 


whatever excuses or justifications they may resort to, 


From this we deduce that no Islamic state should show any sympathy fee or 
join the pacts advocated by the imperialist ee which are working hard to’ 


conclude those pacts in order to divide the Mosl 


m countries and create trouble 


among them thus giving the imperialists a chance to control the Islamic states 
anc carry out their policy toward the Araivs, because such action spells a great 
danger to the Islamic countries. It is especially a danger to martyred Palestine 
which those imperialist states have handed over to the aggressive Zionists for 
the purpose of harming Islam and its people, and for the creation of a state in| 
the heart of the Arab world upon which the imperialists can depend to carry out ° 
their designs - designs which are harmful to Moslems, their property, and their 
country. Acceptance of such political domination is the worst type of offense 


which Islam proscribes. 


~fhe~law-of—Isiem—also-prohibits ioslems from enabling Israel and 


imperialist states which have guaranteed its protection anu continued / 

execute those projects which aim at bringing prosperity to the state.of the Jews, 

provide it with an easy life and fertile land’ and thus continue as a state which 

fights the Arabs and Islam over their dear country, brings the worst evils to | 
+ country, and plots against Moslems who should prevent with force the 
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| execution of those projects and stand as one in defehce of what is in the 
possession of Islam, foiling those evil conspiracies especially the harmful 
projects. ‘hose who fail to do this or help in the execution of those projects, 
or who take a passive stand, commit a very serious crime. . 


Koslens should adopt the example of tie Prophet when the people of hiecc& 
drove him and his men from liecca, stopped them from using their property and 
practicing their religious rites, and desecrated the Holy Kaba by wor shipping 
idols in it. Cod ordered the Prophet to get ready to save the Kaba from the 

geressors and make life difficult for them until they yielded. | 


he Trophet restricted their economic life until war broke out between the 
armies of the believers and those of the infidels, until the Frophet triumphed 
anc entcred Mecca, the bastion of the infidels. , 


He helped the weak men, women and children, purged the Ka'ba of the idols, 
and destroyed aggression and heresy although Mecca belonged to the infidels while 
Palestine belongs to the Mpslems, and the Jews have no right to rule it or 
establish a state in it. 


God said: "Kill them wherever you find them and drive them from where they 
have driven you", He also warned Moslems to reply to attack by saying "When 
you are attacked, reply in the same manner", 


this is the ruling of Islam in the Palestine case and with regard to Israel 
and the imperialist states which support it. This is also the ruling of Islam 
with regard to the, duties of hioslems in this matter as found by the Fatwa 
Committee of 41 Azhar. 


ihe Committee calls on Losglems generally to believe in God ard rise to 
attain glory and honor, They should realise the results of weakness before the 
attack of the aggresscrs and ti.c conspirac, of the-intriguers. They should come 
together to dco service to God ard the coming generations in compliance with their 
religion. ‘ ‘ Pe 
eignec by Hasanein liakhlouf, Chairman and Ix-Mufti of Egypt 
Isa Mannum, ex Sheikh of the Shari'a College (Shafi Sect) 
Mahmoud ‘Shaltout (Hanafi Sect) 


Muharmad at-Tanikhi, Director of Religious Guidance / 
(Malki Sect) 


Muhammad Abd 41 Latif as-Sabki, Director of the Azhar 
Inspectorate (Hanbali Sect) 
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¢ PRIORITY | 
L SENT DEPARTMENT 894 REPEATED I\FORMATION CAIRO 302 DAMASCUS 1''4 | 
10 BAGHDAD 38, LONDON 269, JERUSALEM 81, BEIRUT 211,. JIDDA 13, AMMAN 119 | 
Se - 

Tr accordance with DEPTE! 624 3 sought ‘immediately and obtained Oo 
appointmert with. Sharett in Tel Aviv late afternoon Monday, March 
Prior to making strong-repreeentation along lines of-~-DEPTEL, } 
expressed my deep regret and profound sympathy for families ci = 
poitce kiiied in deplicrabie incident. Sharett was obviously 0 
please? and expressed sincere thanks. He then went on to exui ic 
that ©..ock cf mortality among police officers was greater than > 
1t wourd have beer among soldiers who by very nature their Pe, 
profession engage i: greater risks. _ 

0) 

Ol 


Following my repreger.taticon he said that incident was rewarded 

by Tsrae: as “extreme provocation". He said Department's state- 
ment »xculd be taken: inte acccunt and he gave impression that 
Department's counse! designed to avoid action which would. heighten 
tenston and lead to hostilities was, generally good move. 
Apparentiy referring to JS representations made to Damascus for 
that purpose. fie said tsrae!l did not share Department's optimism. ~ 
Sharett said of other hand, by selling arms to Israel the US 

would greatiy enhance chances’ of peace and urged arms for Israel 
without delay saying "arms and time are,of the essence". He 
remarked he knew Secretary held different view about arms and he 
regyetted suct: :as~the case but his (Sharett's) views were as 
stated. 

/ 


In discussing arms question he said he felt that such essentially() 
defensive arms as, unarmed reconnaissance planes, anti-tank guns, 
radar equipment, anti-aircraft guns and similar equipment could - 
nave been released to Tsraei without any reasonsvle challenge. 

While there were important needs for tanks and other ground monet 
1@ said, the great reed was for jets. He referred to the ' tremendBix 
dvantage in the air held. by. Egypt and said "we are not: asking : 

for 200 jets to meet the 200 MIGS Egypt is receiving -- 'we@-are 
asking for 24 F 86's from the US. We are going to ask Frafice for 

another 12 Mysteres, thus givine us total of 48 jets of ,approximaféi | 
character of MIGS". I io 
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At this point I inquired as to possibility of Israel receiving 

some Meteors from the British. He waved question aside pointing 4 
out that they did not meet present requirements of Israel. He 

then mentioned the British GNAT and described it as light weight 
jet, faster than MIGS but deficient in other respects such as its 
very limited airflight time. He said he was not sure whether the 
IDF had approached the British for some of these planes. 


Comment: Throughout the conversation it seemed apparent to me 
that Sharett's emotions had not as yet been greatly arouged by the 
Tiberias police boat incident. It also seemed evident thst he 
had not been in such close touch with this development as might 
have been the case had he not been on his present short vacation 
which I interrupted. I:do not believe he has experienced the full 
pressures he otherwise might have received from the IDF, members 
of his own party and other political elements which have been 
urging the government to take strong line. He did confirm that the 
GOI had informed UNTSO prior to the departure of the second po-ic:: 
boat in support of the grounded boat, but it seemed quite clear 

to me that he expected no fundamental change in the Syrian - Israe. 
situation te develop from United Nations action in this instance. 
But there was no. emotional outburst or usual excited reference to 
"Tsrael's impossible position" or the highly agitated public 
sentiment factor. 
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EUR SENT DEPARTMENT 896 REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 303, DAMASCUS 144,8 
an LONDON 270, PARTS 195. - 
P PASS ARMY., NAVY AND ATR ; oa f bad 
UOP - Following three incidents reported USARMA and USAIRA by IDF -FLO: 
oul l. During (#) Egyptian unit of three scouts was surprised by 
OCB IDF patrol near Hatserim (MR,123072). (About 40 kilometers from 
USTA Egyptian border and 6 kilometers from Beersheba) in exchange of 
CIA. fire one Egyptian killed and two-captured. Egyptians not 
OSD (repeat oot), in uniter, were armed-with Sten guns. { 


NAVY near Halutzak (MR 9835/0634), One soldier killed. 


ATK 3. March 5 IDF plane f€lyinp over Israel territory near Fin eS 
Hashloshah fired uponSthre® times by Egyptians from Gaza Strip 
positions apparently with 20 mm. ‘anti-aircraft. Wo (repeat no) 
hits scored. 


Comments: Above- incidents occur against background slow but 
perceptible step up in number fire exchanges along Gaza Strip 
reported from February.1 to March 6. According GOI during this 
period: (a) Egyptian positions opened fire on IDF patrols or 
posts total of 20 separate tittes. All but four these attack= 
in vicinity either Peeri or Kissufim. Only Israel casualty 
reported one "slightly wounded". (b) IDF discovered Egyptian - 
mine ay Igzak (repeat Nir Itzak) and later tender 


ARMY 2. IDF jeep struck mine in Israel territory O540 hours +i 6 


blew up on mings same area “slightly wounding five soldiers". 


Increased number these incidents has received growing press oO 
publicity so that on March 5 DAVAR refers to "increased toa 
Qu 
5 
ct. 


on Gaza border." Foreign,Minister Sharett also expressed his 
concern this development. j; 


Embassy believes Egypt/Israel Gaza Strip incidents bear close 

watching because of: (a). Tendency GOI and press to tax Nasser 

with overall blame for récent aggressive actions of Syria and 

Glubb episode Jordan. (b) Immediate emotion and impact on avera 

Israeli of deep penetration Egyptian units into Israel as at “si 

Hatserim. Although not (repaat not) identified as Feda Yeen thipts 

incident connotation always present public mind. REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
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(c) Fact that most firing done on patrols Department will 
recall that Egyptian attack on IDF patrol on August 22 
resulting Egyptian casualties was immediate incident which 
triggered chaotic deterioration along Strip leading to 

Khan Yunis raid. (EMBTEL 143, August 23)° fortuitous 
avoidance casualties during past five ee period in {DF 
patrol versus Egyptian firing’ may not (repeat not) continue 
indefinitely and with pre mood if they) occur both sides 
may again take progressivevy stronger "on spot" military 
measures which could spread into larger scale hostilities. 
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(#) Omission. Correction to follow. 
* As received. Correction to follow. 
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OSp Kilometers from Egyptian border and 6 kilometers from Beersheba) . 
ARMY im exchange of fire one Egyptian killed and two captured. 
NAVY Egyptians not (repeat not) in uniform, were armed with Sten guns.. 


2. IDF jeep struck mine in Israel territory 0540 hours March 6 
near Halutzak (MR 9835/0634). One soldier killed. 


3. March 5 IDF plane flying over Israel territory near Ein 
Hashloshsh fired upon three times by Egyptians from Gaza Strip 


positions apparently with 20 mm anti-aircraft. No (repeat no) 
. hits scored. \ 
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Comments: Above incidents occur against background slow but 

perceptible step up in number fire exchanges along Gaza Strip 

reported from February 1 to March 6. According GOI during this 

period: (a) Egyptian positions opened fire on IDF patrols or 

posts total of 20 separate times. All but four these attacks 

in vicinity either Beeri or Kissufim. Only Israel casualty P 
reported one "slightly wounded". (b) IDF discovered Egyptian : 

mine vicinity Nir Igzak (repeat Nir Itzak) and later tender 

blew up on mines same area "slightly wounding five soldiers". 


ie 
E. 
Imcreased number these incidents has received growing press a 
publicity so that on March 5 DAVAR refers to "increased tension 
on Gaza border." Foreign Minister Sharett also expressed his 


a concern this development. Br “ 

aon O~ 

-“.. Embassy believes Egypt/Israel Gaza Strip incidents bear close OX, 
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watching because of: (a) Tendency GOI and press'to tax Nasser 
with overall blame for recent aggressive actions of Syria and 
Glubb episode Jordan. (b) Immediate emotional impact on 

average Israeli of deep pentration Egyptian units into Israel 

as at Hatserim. Although not (repeat not) identified as Fedayeen 
this incident connotation always present public mind. cy) Fact 
that most firing done on patrols Department will recall that 
Egyptian attack on IDF patrol on August 22 resulting Egyptian 
casualties was immediate incident which triggered chaotic 
deterioration along Strip leading to Khan Yunis raid. (EMBTEL 
143, August 23) fortuitous avoidance casualties during past 
five-week period in IDF patrol versus Egyptian firing may not 
(repeat not) continue indefinitely and with present mood if the y 
occur both sides may again take progressively stronger "on spot’ 
military measures which could spread into larger-scale hostilities. 
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_ SEN? DEPARTMENT 371, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 165, SHERUT 2, © | 
aUR CATRO 206, DAMASCUS "ou, LONDON 117, PARIS 109, TEL AVA, QU188 Ss 
A ba 
Generel Burns proceeding Cairo today. He told me seatdiant ” rey e 
UMS." evening that Israeli position El Auja proposals remained , ~j 8 
ait as described CONTEL 366. He recently saw Fytan who had | RK a 
= informed him in that sense. Burns intends explore Egyptiap . 
TOP attitude toward UNSYG proposals plus Articles VI and VII G Ww = 
ALT He had impression Isreelis did not entirely wish allow sub ect rs 
island _ Lapse, possidily since they stood to gain rignt senieas police > 
10} force in D/Z if Proposals finally implemented. \ 
ce Burns said UNTSO did not yet have cowplete fects re Tiberias ” 
nae tneident of March 4. He skeptical of Israeli motives in oO 
ARN, -. sending boats to far shere of lake. oO 
ae with regard incident March 5 when Israeli air plane forced down 0 
ones vy guofire from Syrian positions, Burns said he had again 
ML/c reminded Tekovh his previous warnings to Israelis about their 
eon Ja overflights and aggressive patrolling along border. He added 
aeeay that Israelis could avoid easily such incidents by use of a 
little discretion in conduct their border patrol activities if 
they had any genuine wish reduce tensions along border. fe 
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Attached (Tab A) is the Secretery's repl,; to 
, the draft messaze to Sir Anthony inden forwarded to 
him last nicht (Tab FB) and a message from Ambassador 
Aldrich reporting a conversation with aden on this 
same subject (Tab C). 
F 

I have sent action copies on both messaces to 
WWA-br. Rountree and information copies to kr. Murphy, 
‘r. Merchant ami Mr. Russell. Do you wish me to forward 
a copy of the telegram from London to the Fresident now 
or would you prefer to include it ina memorandum pro- 


posing a draft reply to Eden? ' 
! 12 ? Now 
its G. Be 
Later 
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1 
G 
SP 
C . SENT DEPARTMENT 911, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 308, 
EUR 
_ FOREIGN MINISTER SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED THAT MARCH 6 ISRAEL Gi... 
DEMANDED EMERGENCY MEETING ISRAEL-EGYPTIAN MRC CONCERNING 


INCIDENTS REPORTED EMBTEL 893. 


ord 
9 
jo 


ACCORDING ANNOUNCEMENT, MEETINGS REQUESTED BECAUSE INCIDENTS 

NOT (REPEAT NOT) ISOLATED BUT SERVED HIGHLIGHT GROWING VOLUME 
EGYPTIAN ACTS AGGRESSION AGAINST ISRAEL, SPOKESMAN CONTINUED 
THAT THESE ACTS HAVE TAKEN VARIOUS FORMS, INCLUDING; _—_ 


PENETRATION OF ISRAEL BY ARMED EGYPTIAN PATROLS; SYSTEMATIC 
SHOOTING AND SHELLING POSITIONS IN ISRAEL TERRITORY; SNIPING 
ACROSS DEMARKATION LINE FIXED EGYPTIAN POSITIONS;. CONSTANT 
HARRASS ING IDF PATROLS MOVING WITHIN ISRAEL*S TERRITORY; 
MINING OF ROADS WITHIN ISRAEL TERRITORY WHICH HAVE RESULTED 
IN CASUALTIES, 


. 


INCIDENTS MAY BE VIEWED, ACCORDING SPOKESMAN, AGAINST BACKGROUND 
PERSISTENT EGYPTIAN REFUSAL ORDER GENERAL CEASE FIRE; INCREASINGLY 
BELLIGERENT TONE OF PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS OF NASSER; | AND 
GROWING EVIDENCE MASSING OF EGYPTIAN MILITARY FORCES WITHIN GAZA 
STRIP, IN SINAI PENINSULA AND PARTICULARLY IN PROHIBITED AREA 9 
BEYOND ABU AGUIELLA EL QUSEIMA LINE, 7 
eal 
PRESS REPORTS.MARCH 8 THAT REQUESTED MEETING. OF ISRAEL-EGYPT | ANC) 
MAC SUPRA, TO HAVE BEEN HELD KILOMETRE 95 GAZA, DID NOT > 
(REPEAT NOT) TAKE PLACE BECAUSE EGYPTIAN DELEGATION FAILED TO [™ 
APPEAR, REPORTED REASON GIVEN BY EGYPTIANS FOR NONAPPEARANCE a 
WAS THAT COULD NOT (REPEAT NOT) USE ISMAILIYA ROAD TO ENTER DEL Oo 
ZULUA FOR REGULAR MEETING MAC FEBRUARY 29, PRESS ALLEGES REASOMA - 
ae ns “29 | 
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FOR NONAPPEARANCE EGYPTIANS WAS DESIRE TO ESCAPE ACCUSATION 
LATEST SERIES AGGRESSIVE ACTS COMMITTED AGAINST ISRAEL, 


-_ LAWSON 
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Cc SENT DEPARTMENT 930, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 311, ls d 
BOR LONDON 278. re 
USUN as 
P FOLLOWING GOI PRESS RELEASE decoy | MARCH 11: , Oo 
OLI "ISRAEL DEMANDS UN INVESTIGATION OF EGYPTIAN TROOP CONCENTRATIONS 


ALONG ISRAEL BORDERS, .THE FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED 
aa TONIGHT." A COMPLAINT ON MENACING EGYPTIAN TROOP CONCENTRATIONS 
OSp HAS BEEN LODGED TODAY BY ISRAEL WITH ISRAEL-EGYPTIAN MAC. 

ARMY '!NCREASING NUMBERS OF EGYPTIAN FIGHTING FORCES HAVE BEEN MASSING 
NAVY IN RECENT WEEKS IN GAZA AND EL ARISH AREAS ALONG ISRAELS BORDERS 
IN VIOLATION OF ARTICLE ROMAN IV OF THE GENERAL ARMISTICE AGREEMENT 

_ "THESE TROOP CONCENTRATIONS COMPRISE HEAVY ARMOUR AND OTHER 

OFFENSIVE ARMS FAR IN EXCESS OF DEFENSE REQUIREMENTS AND 

CONSTITUTE DIRECT THREAT TO ISRAEL SECURITY.” THE ISRAEL COMPLAINT 

CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION BY UN MILITARY OBSERVERS OF 

THESE EGYPTIAN ARMISTICE .VIOLATIONS." ABOVE ITEM HEADLINED 

MOST MARCH 12 PAPERS. 
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nn SENT DEPARTMENT 3753 REPEATED INFQRMATION AMMAN ISB ge RUB ° 
L 95, CAIRO 209, DAMASCUS 97, LONDON 118, PARIS 110, T V>O e 
0 UNNUMBERED . 2 - = 
¥ . WGN aes ee E 
ad GENERAL BURNS GAVE ME FOLLOWING COMMENTS MARCH 12 ON RECENB q 8 
UNTSO DEVELOPMENTS. —. a fae 
Ome. fF = $8 
a 

IOP IN COURSE HIS MEETINGS GOE OFFICIALS DURING VISIT CAIRO a 
OCB LAST WEEK EGYPTIANS REITERATED THEIR WILLINGNESS ACCEPT o 


CIA UNSYG THREE PROPOSALS RE ELAUJA AND EMPHASIZED WITH CON- 
ARMy S!OERABLE RELISH CONTRAST BETWEEN THEIR ATTITUDE THIS 
AIR MATTER AND THAT OF ISRAELIS. WITH REGARD SHOOTING ALONG 
NAVY GAZA BORDER AMER INDICATED HE WOULD INSTRUCT SNIPERS 
REFRAIN FROM SHOOTING AT ISRAELIS FIXED POSITIONS. HE COULD 
NOT HOWEVER HELP MUCH WITH REGARD SHOOTING AT MOTOR PATROLS 
UNLESS THESE WILLING REMAIN 500 METERS FROM D/S. BURNS 
|: SAID QUESTION ISRAELIS "FACE" INVOLVED. THEY COULD NOT 
VERY WELL WITHDRAW MOTOR PATROLS UNDER "THREAT" EGYPTIANS 
a SHOOTING. IF EGYPTIANS COULD KEEP THINGS QUIET FOR TIME 
- BURNS COULD AGAIN RAISE SUBJECT WITH ISRAELIS. AMER NOT 
VERY FORTHCOMING ABOUT THIS AND BURNS LEFT WITH IMPRESSION 
Lay "NOTHING MUCH WOULD BE DONE IMPROVE SITUATION ALONG 
D/L. 


Ruapiyjz0) 


BURNS HAD JUST SEEN SHARETT DISCUSS OUTCOME HIS TRIP TO CAIRi 
SHARETT MAINTAINED POSITION PREVIOUSLY REPORTED (CONTEL 366 rj 
TO. EFFECT WHILE HAVING "ACCEPTED" UNSYG EL AUJA PROPOSALS 
ISRAEL COULD NOT "IMPLEMENT" THEM UNLESS GOE IMPLEMENTED . 

GAA PROVISIONS. BURNS LEFT MEMORANDUM WITH SHARETT Ls 
POINTING OUT LACK OF LOGIC IN ISRAEL! ARGUMENTS SUBSEQUENT! 
"UNCONDITIONAL ACCEPTANCE" PROPOSALS. SHARETT AGREED STUDY 

IT WITH VIEW TO ANOTHER MEETING IN NEAR FUTURE. . HOWEVER 
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BURNS HAS NO ESPECIAL HOPES OF IMPROVEMENT IN GOI! ATTI- 
TUDE. HE OPINED SHARETT MIGHT WISH REACH SOME ACCOMMODA- 
TION BUT BEN GURION IS DOMINANT AND APPARENTLY UNCOMPRO- 
MISING FACTOR IN SITUATION. 


WITH REGARD ISRAEL! PRESS ACCOUNTS THAT "ISRAEL WILL ASK 

UN PROBE MASSING OF SINAI ARMY" BURNS SAID NO SUB- 

STANTIAL INCREASE IN GOE TROOPS GAZA STRIP OCCURRED RECENTLY ° 
ACCORDING’ HIS INFORMATION. FORCES THERE NOW BELIEVED CON- 
SIST ONE BRIGADE !PLUS TWO BATTALIONS. LARGEST ARMAMENTS 
ARE THREE INCH MORTARS AND 40 MM ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS. 

AS OBSERVERS NOT' PERMITTED IN "NON DEFENSIVE ZONE" WEST 

OF ELAUJA BURNS WITHOUT OWN SOURCES INFORMATION SITUATION 
THERE. HOWEVER HE UNDERSTANDS FROM MILITARY ATTACHES THAT 
EGYPTIANS HAVE ABOUT TWO DIVISIONS PLUS AN ARMORED BRIGADE 
IN AREA. HE HAS IN MIND MAKING SQME ANNOUNCEMENT TO EFFECT 
THAT IN VIEW REPORTED: MILITARY BUILD-UP HE CONSIDERS THAT 


PARTIES SHOULD CALL FOR INVESTIGATION OF FACTS BY UNTSO 


ON CONTINUING BASIS°TO AVOID POSSIBILITY THAT TROOPS WOULD 
BE MOVED AWAY TEMPORARILY JUST BEFORE INVESTIGATION. ; 


.RE OTHER MATTERS BURNS SAID ON BASIS INFORMATION NOW 


DEVELOPED HE THINKS IT PROBABLE ISRAELI POLICE BOATS ON " 
TIBERIAS WERE: SEARCHING’ FOR NETS OF SYRIAN FISHERMEN WHEN - 
INCIDENT MARCH 4 OCCURRED. THERE HAD BEEN SOME EARLIER MINOR 
INCIDENTS INVOLVING FISHING BY 'SYRIANS. ISRAELIS HAD DIS- 
COVERED THEM AND TAKEN THEIR NETS. SYRIANS RETALIATED BY 
SEIZING NETS BELONGING ISRAEL! FISHERMEN. BURNS THOUGHT 
ISRAELIS HAD BEHAVED STUPIDLY IN BECOMING INVOLVED IN SHOOTING 
INCIDENT THROUGH EFFORT RECOVER GROUNDED BOAT. THEY 

COULD HAVE REPORTED SITUATION AND PERMITTED OBSERVERS 

PAVE WAY FOR. BOATS RECOVERY WITHOUT SHOOTING AND LOSS OF LIFE. 


| ASKED BURNS FOR HIS VIEWS INCIDENT INVOLVING MURDER 
ISRAEL! FARMER AT MOSHAV NOHIM MARCH 9 SINCE REFUSAL CHAIR- 
MAN HJK-1 MAC GRANT ISRAEL REQUEST FOR EMERGENCY MEETING 
CAUSING ADVERSE COMMENT ISRAEL PRESS. BURNS SAID CHAIRMAN 
DID NOT CONSIDER INCIDENT WARRANTED EMERGENCY MEETING. 
HOWEFER PAST PRACTICE HAD BEEN CONSIDER ANY CASE OF KILLING 
AS "EMERGENCY". HE, THOUGHT IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR 
LOW ESTABLISHED PRECEDENT IN THIS CASE BUT MATTER COULD BE 
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SUMMARIZING OVER-ALL SITUATION BURNS SAID HE COULD PER- 
CEIVE "NO GROUNDS FOR OPTIMISM" RESPECTING ANY OF MATTERS 
WITHIN PURVIEW UNTSO. 
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UOP REFERENCE: JERUSALEM'S 209, MARCH 12. @ & 
OLI - ss a B 
COL. ELY INFORMS US BURNS “AS JUST ISSUED PRESS RELEASE CALL#NG [ ¢ 
OCB ON BOTH EGYPT AND ISRAEL PERMIT FREE MOVEMENT,OF OBSERVERS & (y— 
USIA iN PRESENTLY RESTRICTED AREAS. ELY DOUBTS REQUEST WILL BE 1 
poe HEEDED SINCE EGYPTIANS WILL. CERTAINLY INSIST ON RECIPROCITY = 
AND HE INCLINED DOUBT ISRAELIS WILLING PERMIT, FREE MOVEMENT e 
OBSERVERS IN WESTERN FRONT OR ON OTHER THAN PAVED ROADS WITH- a 
IN D/Z. : 
ELY BELIEVES THAT TECHNICALLY SPEAKING EGYPTIANS ON FAIRLY GOOD 
LEGAL GROUNDS IN MOST RESPECTS. SPECIFICALLY, HE CONCURS 
GOHAR'S VIEW WESTERN FRONT LIMITED ISRAEL! CONTROLLED TERR! TORY 
AND DOES NOT INCLUDE GAZA STRIP. ALSO.FROM TECHNICAL POINT 
-OF VIEW PROHIBITION OF ESTABLISHMENT MILITARY POSITIONS IN 
EGYPTIAN TERRITORY WEST OF D/Z COULD BE INTERPRETED AS NOT Eh 
COVERING TROOP BUILDUP AS LONG AS NO FIXED POSITIONS INVOLVED 
IN ANY CASE ISRAELIS IN BAD BARGAINING POSITION SINCE GOE 6 
BUILDUP WEST OF D/Z WAS RESPONSE TO ISRAEL] MILITARY oocuear o. 
OF D/Z. BUILDUP THEN PROBABLY COUNTERED BY ISRAELIS IN WESTE 
-FRONT AREA WHICH EGYPTIANS HAVE MET BY REENFORCING THEIR ‘r] 
MILITARY STRENGTH IN SINAI GENERALLY. . D> 
IN RESPONSE QUERY RE RECENT REFUSAL. EGYPTIANS ATTEND MEETING 
“AT AL AUJA ELY SAID GOHARA GAIN TECHNICALLY CORRECT UNDER! , 
GAA. HOWEVER, GOHAR HAD NOW REFUSED ATTEND EMERGENCY MEETING 
AT K95 ALTHOUGH MAC DECISION OF SOME AGO IN WHICH er 
BOTs PARTIES .CONCURRED HAD AUTHORIZED CHAIRMAN DESIGNATE TIME i 
es | 
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AND PLACE OF EMERGENCY MEETINGS. IN PRACTICE AL AUJA HAS ONLY 
BEEN USED FOR REGULAR MEETINGS. ELY THOUGHT THAT UNDER 
C!RCUMSTANCES IT WAS UNLIKELY MAC MEETINGS COULD BE HELD 
DORING FORESEEABLE FUTURE AND DREW PARALLEL WITH SITUATION 

IN SYRIA. 


IN RESPONES QUERY RE STATUS COMPLIANCE BURNS REQUEST TO 
ELIMINATE INDISCRIMINANT SHOOTAKNG, ELY SAID SHOOTING HAD 

IN FACT CONTINUED AND HE HAD BROUGHT THIS TO GOHAR'S ATTENTION 
POINTING OUT LISTS OF SUCH INCIDENTS WOULD HAVE TO BE INCLUDED 
-IN BURNS REPORTS. GOHAR REPLIED THAT INCIDENTS WERE UNCONF | RMED 
ALLEGATIONS BUT PERHAPS -ORDERS HAD NOT YET REACHED FRONT LINES. 
HE SEEMED CONCERNE. AND.SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO MATTER. 
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‘pti Following is summary UNTSO wficese Moreh 32. F a Fy 
P Israel lodged complaint March 11 alleging breach by Egypt: = i 
UOP Article VII GAA and requesting immediate investigation. , > 
OLI Attention Chief UNTSO repeatedly called by either party situptiogy 4 
other side armistice line areas where GAA authorizes defens 1’ 
OCB forces only. Both parties have contended other maintaining ae 
USIA troops and armaments these areas in excess GAA authorization. Ol 
CIA Both have submitted complaints and requested investigation# oa 
OSD which still pending. In present tense situation, allegations Oo 
about troop concentrations in violation GAA which have been 
given much publicity cause great anxiety. Most desirable: com- 
plaints be investigated and any illegal forces be withdrawn 
and Chief of Staff will propose to both parties simultaneous 
investigation areas involved. aa 
Single investigation following complaint will not correct sit- 
uation for long. Chief of Staff opines present situation calls 
not only for an investigation at prearranged time following 
complaint, but rather for system periodic jvisits unmilitary 
observé¥s with complete freedom movement.{ Such system alone 
cdid1d assure both parties: that GAA limitaxions being continuously 
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eo LONDON 289, TEL AVIV 215, 
ic NASSER ASKED ME VISIT AT HIS HOME LAST EVENING, Beran 


SUBJECTS OISCUSSED WILL BE SENT AS MUCH AS poss IBLE S ARATE 


~ CABLES, 


DISCUSSION SOON TURNED TO POSSIBILITY AND CONSEQUENCES OF 
WAR IN THIS AREA, HE EXHIBITED A STATE OF RELAXATION AND 
COMF {DENCE QUITE UNLIKE HIS APPEARANCE OF APPREHENSION AND 
TENSION DURING LAST SUMMER PRIOR TO CZECH ARMS DEAL, HE 
STATED HE DID NOT REALLY BELIEVE THERE WOULD BE WAR, HE 
DIDN'T THINK WAR WOULD COME IF ARABS WERE STRONG, | TOLD 


iM 1T OBVIOUS THERE INCREASING SUSPICION WITHIN GOVERNMENTS" 


AND IN WORLD PUBLIC OPINION, IN WAKE OF IMPORTANT MEETINGS 
HERE AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN ARAB WORLD, THAT ARABS THEM\ 
SELVES MIGHT START WAR, HIS REPLY WAS CATEGORIC, HE SAID 

~jy @hAT HE WOULD NOT START .A WAR WITH ISRAEL’ AND HE FELT OUR 
+ PRESIDENT KNEW THIS THE CASE, HE SAID HE WOULD NOT DECEIVE 
== pUR PRESIDENT AND HE WOULD GIVE ME AND HIM HIS WORD ON THIS 
feu, NOT AS A POLITICIAN, BUT AS A SOLDIER, HE ALSO SAID 
IS, WHICH IS EXACT QUOTE: "IT MUST BE APPARENT TO YOU | 
SAN YWAY THAT WE COULD NOT REALI_Y WIN A WAR IF WE WERE FOOLIS 
ArcNOUGH TO START ONE, UNDER THESE CONDITIONS YOU WOULD FEEL 


nm} @ [YOU HAD TO MOVE IN, | WOULD THEN IN EFFECT BE FIGHTING THE 
zg )[UoSs AND BRITAIN AS WELL AS THE ISRAELIS, IN SUCH AN IMPOS- 

oud -g~ {SIBLE POSITION MIGHT BE COMPELLED TO TAKE RUSSIAN HELP 

@ ©} AND THEN WHERE WOULD | BE GOING, AND WHERE WOULD MY PROGRAM 

2 & “70 BUILD MY COUNTRY END UP, ! BO NOT WANT TO GAMBLE SO 

>» § J FOOLISHLY WITH THE FUTURE OF MY OWN COUNTRY," | ASKED IF HE 

8 3 |B THOUGHT ANY OTHER ARAB STATE WANTED WAR WITH ISRAEL, HIS 
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ANSWER WAS EQUALLY POSITIVE THAT THEY DID NOT, 

MA SER REALIZED DURING THIS CONVERSATION diial HE WAS SPEAKING 
-FOR THE RECORD AND DID SO DELIBERATELY AND SLOW: Y THUS 
FACILITATING MY WRITING HIS EXACT WORDS (WHICH 1 ii/.’E NEVER 
DONE BEFORE), THERE HAVE BEEN RUMORS HERE THAT RECEf: Tt 
TRIPARTITE MEETING MIGHT HAVE AGREED UPON ARAB ATTACK LATER 
iN SUMMER, FOR MY PART | AM’WILLING TO BELIEVE THAT DISCUS- 
SiON MIGHT HAVE TAKEN PLACE AS TO HOW ARABS MIGHT LAUNCH 
ATTACK IF THEY CAME TO SUCH DECISION FOLLOWING NEW DEVELOP- 
MENTS, SUCH AS WORD OF LARGE AMOUNT OF ARMS TO ISRAEL, | 

DO NOT BELIEVE HOWEVER ANY SUCH DECISION FOR ATTACK WAS TAKEN 
OR SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED, | DO NOT BELIEVE NASSER VALUES 

U.S, FRIENDSHIP SO L;IGHTLY AS TO SO DELIBERATELY DECEIVE 

US ON THIS VITAL ISSUE, 

NASSER, WHO FOR REASON NOT FULLY UNDERSTANDABLE TO ME, DOES 
NOT SEEM TO SHARE FULLY OUR CONCERN REGARDING PREVENT IVE . 
WAR BY ISRAEL, SAID WAR COULD COME IN ONE OF TWO WAYS, 

THE FIRST WAS BANAT YACOB ISSUE, SYRIA FELT BOUND TO RESIST 
THIS PROJECT, AS AN INSIGHT ON THIS PROBLEM IN SYRIA HE 

TOLD ME THAT QUWATTLY HAD STATED HE HAD NO ALTERNATIVE, 
SAISHAKLY IN 1953 HAD SUCCESSFULLY OPPOSED -.THIS DIVERSION 

Ai!) HAD GOTTEN AWAY WITH- 47. HIS POSITION WOULD BE UNTEN- 
ABLE IF HE FAILED WHERE SHISHAKLY HAD SUCCEEDED AND HE WOULD 
BE FACED WITH AN ARMY COUP, (HIS REMARKS ON JVP ANOTHER 
CABLE), THE OTHER POSSIBILITY WAS AN INCIDENT ALONG THE 
BORDER WHICH WOULD GET .OUT OF CONTROL, NO RAIDS WERE PLANNES 
FROM THE ARAB SIDE-ALTHOUGH RETALIATION FOR ISRAELI RAIDS 
INSIDE ARAB TERRITORY COULD NOT BE AVOIDED, HE SAID THIS 
TRUE FOR SYRIAN FRONT, AS ELSEWHERE, ARRESTS INSIDE ISRAEL 
WHICH ISRAELIS LABEL .FEDAYEEN WERE REALLY INTELLIGENCE SCOUTS 
BUT HE COULD NOT ADMIT THIS PUBLICLY; AS LONG AS ISRAELIS 
RETAIN THE!R POSITION REGARDING AL AUJA, AND AS LONG. AS THEIR 
POSTURE IN NEGEV AS A WHOLE WAS SHIFT ING AND UNCLEAR, HE 

FELT HE HAD OCCASIONALLY TO SEND RECONNAISANCE GROUPS INSIDE, 
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IN DISCUSSION OF FEDAYEEN ACTIVITIES He SAID NONE WERE 
PLANNED AND NO SINGLE ONE COULD BE SENT os A MISSION WITHOUT 
H1S PERSONAL APPROVAL, THIS IS A MATTER IN wiii CH HE WOULD 
NOT DELEGATE AUTHORITY TO ANY ONE, NOT EVEN GENES! HAKIM 


AMER, FURTHERMORE, IF TIME CAME WHEN HE DECIDED Use =EDAYEEN 
IN RETALIATION, HE WOULD TELL ME FIRST, 
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CIA ON QUESTION OF BORDER INCIDENTS AND RAIDS THERE AT LEAST WAS’ 
OSD AN ANSWER, If ISRAEL WOULD AGREE TO MUTUAL WITHDRAWAL OF 3 
TROOPS. HE HAD FAVORED THIS POSITION FOR MONTHS BUT ECSPEC! ALL 
WANTED IT NOW, AS MEANS OF PREVENTING INCIDENTS AND ALSO, 
FOR OTHER REASONS, TO ENABLE HIM TO BRING HIS ARMY BACK TO 
CANAL ZONE. HIS STRIKING FORCE WAS NO LONGER THERE BUT 
HE STILL. HAD TOO MANY TROOPS ACROSS THE CANAL.. IN ADDITION 
THERE WERE ADMINISTRATIVE AND MORALE PROBLEMS WHICH COULD BE 
SOLVED BY GETTING HIS TROOPS OUT OF SIWNA! DESERT. 


NASSER SAID THAT OUR MAIN EFFORTS SHOULD NOW GO INTO QUESTIO 
OF EASING TENSION ALONG BORDERS. THIS HE FELT COULD BE DONE 
THROUGH UN. CARDINAL FEATURE OF THIS WOULD BE SEPARATION fe 


‘SY OF TROOPS BUT OTHER MEASURES SUCH AS INCREASED OSSERVERS 
\ PROBABLY WOULD BE HELPFUL. | ASKED IF HE THOUGHT IT MIGHT a! 
\ EASE TENSION SOMEWHAT IF HE WERE AGAIN TO PUBLICLY GIVE HIS 


HE SAID HE READY DO THiS AT ANYTIME AND MIGHT DO SO TODAY 
e WITH VISITING AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS. HE LATER SAID HE 
AMIGHT WAIT FOR NEW YORK TiMES INTERVIEW ON FRIDAY. ‘F 1 HAD 


Klee THAT THERE SHOULD 8E A MUTUAL WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS. = 


os ANY SPECIFIC iDEAS AS TO WHAT HE MIGHT ACTUALLY SAY HE WOULD 
A} 2 BE GLAD RECEIVE THEM. 
q 
> ry SUCH RECOMMENDATIONS AS WE HAVE ON SPECIFIC ACTION THAT MIGHT BE 
> TAKEN ALONG BORDERS WILL FOLLOW SEPARATELY. 
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DEPTEL 196: As regards likelihoodmjor hostilities attitudes 


of Israel and Egypt should prove contlusively with other Arab 
States in secondary role. ‘ , 


Vre* 
04 penumised eg Sen Ieumood STUD 


Ss 


Statement recently made in Knesset by Ben Gurion to effect "whi 
Israel would not start war she would fight through to victory 
if attacked" appears valid as presentation Israeli position 

at present time. That position could change on short notice 
since Ben Gurion is impulsive and army leaders such as Dayan 
etc. are believed likely to press for policy of force in dealing 
with Arabs and might be glad to see things "come to head" this 
year. Another source danger is inherent in’circumstance t 

IDF controls intelligence sources and can manipulate info 
reaching public about military affairs giving it an alarmist 
character unwarranted by facts or at least based on no overt 
evidence. In this way military leaders foster impression Israel 
"threatened" from all sides. Despite such considerations Is 
appreciation is Israel will not herself initiate large scale 
aggression but should be expected to react vigorously to any 


tion 


oe aggressive action of neigtibors. 


( Feyptians now cocky. and feel. confident of themselves but imp ble 


9 that responsible officers really believe Egypt ready for war. 
; Pasis discussion with General Amer and other Egyptian officia 
Vy urns has not gained impression Nasser and his associates se ly 
ontemplate taking offensive this year.. Egyptians have done 
ttle to discourage firing incidents along Gaza strip However ap- 
ean. wishing to maintain state of tension for political 
asons. , These incidents heyertheless represent continiing 


oS anger since they could g t put of hand and lead to hostilities 
7? jaf larger scope. Danger ¢f.serious trouble in El: Auja area doe 
not appear very great although of course the separation of “thy 
a forces envisaged by armistice agreement no longer exists. = 
n a "| 
s u While Burns . 
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While Burns has no specific information re equipment or 

present state of training of Egyptian armed forces or of technical 
ability of their high command he doubts they have yet had time 

to absorb into their forces arms received from Soviet bloc. 

He therefore considers it unlikely they will initiate war this 
summer. In any event it would seem foolish of them to do so. 


Removal of restraining influence of British Officers from 

Arab legion obviously constitutes an added threat to peace but 
still too early to formulate predictions re ultimate effect. 

- Border incidents of last few days would appear to justify 

fears of resurgence of shooting episode along Jordan frontier 

with added possibility Arab Legion may be sooner or later 

committed in course of such incidents to ill-considered retaliatory 
action.’ 


Most dangerous single threat to peace is however to be fiound 

in project at Banat Yacub. On one hand there appears practically 
no likelihood Arab states will accept Johnston plan within next 
few months; on other, Israelis have indicated they will not wait 
much longer. ‘Syrians may now believe that they can block Israels 
use of Jordan River simply by leaving matters in status quo 
indefinitely. Should Israelis insist on resuming work in D/Z 

it would probably be unavoidable to bring issue before Security 
€ouncil. This should delay reaction of Syria and obtain indica- 
tion of attitude of other powers toward Israels legitimate needed 
to utilize Jordan waters. 


Number of danger spots in area together with uncompromising 
attitudes of parties directly concerned makes outbreak of 
hostilities distinctly possible. US is in position to influence 
Israel toward maintaining policy of restraint by applying pressure 
on Israeli Government when required plus firm indication of sanc- 
tions Israel might expect should she determine upon attack against 
Arab states. 


To summarize Burns considers major hostilities this year as within 
real of possible but accumulation of dangerous factors does ° 

not. appear sufficient at present time to warrant conclusion that , 
outbreak is probable, 
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SUBJECT: 


- -. 
Supplementing Contel 377 there follows below the text of the Truge Supervisi 
Organization Press Release of March 12, 1956 respecting allegations by both Israe 
and Egypt that the other was maintaining excessive arms or troops. in areas where 
limits had been fixed by Article VII of the General Armistice Agreement. 
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"On 11 March 1956 a complaint was lodged by Israel concerning an 


alleged breach by Egypt of Article VII of the General Armistice Agreement. 
An immediate investigation was requested. 


| "The attention of the Chief of Staff of the UNTSO has been re- 
peatedly called by either Party to the situation on the other side of 
the armistice line in areas where defensive forces only can be maintained. 
Both Parties have, at different times, contended that the other Party had 
in these areas troops and armaments in excess of what is permitted by . 
| the General Armistice Agreement. Both Parties have submitted complaints 
| in this respect to the Mixed Armistice Commission, requesting an in 
vestigation by thé UNTSO and thesé complaints await investigation. 


9Sv71-2/VrS 


"In the present tense situation, allegations of troop concentrations 
in violation of the General Armistice Agreement, to which mch publicity 
has been given, cause very great anxiety ani it is greatly to be desired 
that the complaints should be investigated, and if found to be sub- 


stantiated, the troops or weapons illegally present should be withdrawn. . 


"The Chief of Staff will propose to both Parties a simultaneous in- 
vestigation of the zones in which defensive forces only as described in 
the General Armistice Agrpement can be maintained. 


"But a single investigation following a complaint will not correct 
the situation for long. Experience has proved that even when investigation 
has shown that illegal arms or troops have been removed, complaints.of 
their presence may n be registered, after a very short time. e., 
present. tAon'c » in the opinion of the Chief of Staff, not only 
for ‘investigation following a c aint, at a 


pre-arranged time, but - 
4 rather for a system of periodic visits by UN Military Observers, with 
Ex 
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. complete freedom to move in these areas. Such a system alone 
could give an assurance to both Parties that the limi tations 
on troops and armament were continuously being observed hy | 
the other side," | 


— heres 
American Consul General 
cc: Amman, Cairo, Tel Aviv 
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APPEARS TO US THAT EFFORTS BURNS REDUCE TENSION AL EG NOD 
ISRAEL! BORDER REQUIRE MORE CONCRETE AND PUBLIC SUPP of ts. 
THAN HAS BEEN POSSIBLE TO DATE, WE THINK THIS CAN BEST BE ; Lg 
DONE THROUGH UN AND RECOMMEND IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION BE GIWEN 
PUBLIC APPEAL BY SECRETARY GENERAL OR! APPROPRIATE UN BODY 
BOTH PARTIES FOR IMMEDIATE EXECUTION MEASURES REDUCE TENSION 
LISTED BELOW WHICH IN MY OPINION AND THAT OF BRITISH AMBASSADOR Gl 
SHOULD SUBSTANTIALLY IMPROVE PRESENT TENSE SJTUATION,. APPEAL oO 
WE!THINK SHOULD DEMAND SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE AND STATE THAT 
UNTSO HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH REPORTING AS TO COMPLIANCE AND 
THAT THESE REPORTS WILL BE CIRCULATED TO ALL UN MEMBERS, 
IMPLICATION SHOULD BE CLEAR THEY WILL ALSO BE WIDELY, PUBLICIZED 
IN PRESS. PURPOSE SUCH A MOVE WOULD BE TO MOBILIZE WORLD 
OPINION FAVOR CONCRETE MOVES REDUCE TENSION IN AREA, SPECIFICALLY 
APPEAL SHOULD |NCLUDE;: 4 


1. MUTUAL AND SIMULTANEOUS W|I THDRAWAL FORCES 500 METERS ON © 
EITHER SIDE BORDER, NASSER HAS TOLD ME HE STILL FAVORS THIS 
AND IS READY SAY SO PUBLICLY, WE RECOGNIZE SUCH WITHDRAWAL a | 
FROM ISRAEL! POINT OF VIEW RAISES PROBLEM OF COPING WITH 
INFILTRATORS, THIS MIGHT BE MET BY INCLUDING APPEAL FOR a = 
PATROLS AND STATIONING OF MORE OBSERVERS IN BORDER AREAS, 

’ ; 


04 petunyey eg FTN ” 





2, SECRETARY GENERAL'S PROPQSALS REFERENCE ALAUJA, AT SAME 
TIME-WE BELIEVE PROPOSALS SHOULD BE BROADENED TO ELIMINATE 
EGYPTIAN MILITARY BUILDUP IN SINAI AND ALLEGED ISRAEL! BUILDUP F_ 
IN WESTERN FRONT AREA, 1 a ro 
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3. [INCREASE IN AUTHORITY AND MOBILITY OF UN OBSERVERS,” IT 
SHOULD BE MADE CLEAR THAT THESE MEN ARE AGENTS OF SC WHICH UNDER 
UN RESOLVING THIS IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITY IN SEEING TO IT THAT 
NO (REPEAT NO) THREAT TO PEACE EXISTS IN ARAB-ISRAELI BORDER 
‘AREAS, NO (RPT NO) STATE SHOULD BE PERMITTED HAMPER AGENTS 

OF SC IN CARRYING OUT THEIR DUTIES, COMPLIANCE BURNS REQUEST 

- OF MARCH 13 FOR "SYSTEM OF PERIODIC VISITS BY UN MILITARY 
OBSERVERS WITH COMPLETE FREEDOM. TO MOVE IN THESE AREAS" SHOULD 
BE INSISTED ON NOT (RPT NOT) ONLY FOR PURPOSE OF INVESTIGATION 
BUT AS PREVENTATIVE MEASURE, 


ABOVE LISTS COULD BE EXPANDED INCLUDE OTHER SPECIFIC MEASURES 
TO REDUCE TENSION, 


WE HAVE: IMPRESSION SITUATION ALONG. BORDER IS SO TENSE AND 
POSSIBILITIES SO DANGEROUS THAT PAST APPROACH TO THESE PROBLEMS... 
WHICH HAS BEEN ONE OF DETAIL IS NO (RPT NO) LONGER VALID, | 
ISRAEL! POSITION THAT FREEDOM OF GOVERNMENT FOR UN OBSERVERS 

|S DEROGATION OF ISRAEL! SOVEREIGNTY CANNOT (RPT CANNOT) 

BE ACCEPTABLE TO WORLD OPINION NOR (RPT NOR) CAN ARAB (AND 
ISRAEL!) TWISTING OF LETTER OF GAA TO JUSTIFY POSITION WHICH 
PROVOKE RATHER THAN DECREASE TENSION, WHILE OBVIOUSLY GAA MUST 
‘CONTINUE GOVERN RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN EGYPTIANS AND ISRAELI'S, 
[T CANNOT (RPT CANNOT) BE PERMITTED TO BE USED AS EXCUSE TO 
PREVENT ADOPTION EFFECTIVE MEASURES IN THIS FIELD, WE URGENTLY 
RECOMMEND THEREFORE THAT NEW (RPT NEW) APPROACH TO ITS 
EXECUTION BE ADOPTED ALONG LINES SUGGESTED ABOVE, 


BYROADE 
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LO Supplementing CONTEL 375 Burns has given me, following details ae 
US with reference his visit Cairo. He discussed with Fawsi questi 
i Tsraeli interest in enlarging consideration UNSYG El Auja pro- 
yoP posals to include Article VIII. Fawsi showed but little interest 
9 this matter and observed GOK could not remove troops from fon- + 
; “OLLI defense zone because Israeli troops occupying D/Z. He also Os 
by argued that in any case Egyptian sovereignty included non- 
IOP defensive zone. Burns pointed out that latter argument involve 
OCB departure from provisions GAA and could lead to raising of other 
CIA questions on basis similar reasoning with attendant complications. 
OSD Fawsi said Egypt needed maintain troops there anyway since Israeli 
ARMY forces are in D/Z or any how if ‘removed would remain in vicinity 
NAVY p/Z. However Fawsi offered to consider matter together with -any 
AIR further proposals which UNSYG might wish to put forward. Burns 
said he gained impression Egyptians had no especial intention 
"considering" matter seriously. He thought Fawsi's comments 
which couched in most vague and general terms probably represent 
nothing more than "stalling". 
Vigier who was also present has told me that there was practicgdly 
no’ discussion of Article VII. Burns mentioned need for period 
inspection in "western front areas" by observers and fact he i 
tended pursue this subject actively (CONTEL 377). Fawsi shows 
no discernable interest in this matter but Burns' memorandum 
of this conversation with Fawsi indicates latter agreed "con- 
sider" it. Vigier said Burns doing his best keep parties talk 
which is doubtless best strategy in existing unpromising atmos—p 
phere. 
. Vigier. said UNTSO interprets area mentioned Article VII para- _ 
\graph 3 GAA as including Gaza strip (Cairo's telegram 1830 to 
Depar tment ) ¥ | 
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LIMITED DISTRIBUTION 


RE PALESTINE 


CONSIDERED THAT SC ACTION ON THE PRESENT SITUATION IN PALESTINE 
WAS UNREALISTIC AND DANGEROUS, THE REAL SOURCE: OF TENSION WAS 

THE PRESENT SUPERIORITY OF EGYPTIAN FIGHTING FORCES OVER ISRAELI O) 
FORCES AND THE HOSTILITY OF THE ARABS TO THE ISRAELI STATE. Ps 
HE SAID THAT EGYPT NOW HADs40 TWIN-ENGINE BOMBERS AND 110 = 
SOVIET FIGHTER BOMBERS AND WOULD SOON HAVE 200 MORE. THIS MEANT gq 
THAT ISRAEL WAS AT THE MERCY OF THE EGYPTIAN AIR FORCE, AND NOTHIING 
THAT THE SC COULD DO COULD CHANGE THIS SITUATION. THE SC WAS NOT > 


’ EQUIPPED TO GET AT THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM AND A MEETING WOULD a 


IN FACT INCREASE THE TENSIONS, THE CONFLICTS IN THE COUNCIL 
BETWEEN THE USSR AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, AND BETWEEN 
THE PARTIES THEMSELVES WHO WOULD HAVE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 
COUNCIL DEBATE COULD NOT FAIL TO MAKE THE SITUATION WORSE. 
‘HE FELT THAT THERE WERE NO COMPENSATING FACTORS FOR THE INCREASE 
IN TENSIONS THAT THE SC WOULD PRODUCE, GENERAL BURNS WOULD NOT 
BE AIDED BY A COUNCIL MEETING; HE COULD DO ALL THAT WAS POSSIBLE 
WITHOUT COUNCIL ACTION; NOR WOULD THE SYG BE HELPED BY A COUNCIL 
MEETING. HE, TOO, HAD SUFFICIENT AUTHORITY TO ACT WITHOUT CQUNCIL 
CONSIDERATION, ES = 
tt \ 
EBAN THEN SAID THAT UNLESS THE BALANCE OF POWER IN THE AREA@WAS => 
RESTORED, HE BELIEVED THAT THERE WOULD BE AN OUTBREAK OF WAR: & 


9S61-¢< 


BY AUGUST, THE ISRAEL! GOVERNMENT WOULD INDEED HAVE TO DECLARE 
A’ STATE of EMERGENCY AND LOOK TO ITS DEFENSES, IF ISRAELI ¢ 
DEFENSES WERE NOT RESTORED BY APRIL. : 


| TOLD EBAN. THAT | ‘AGREED WE 'COULD NOT GO INTO THE SC WITHOUT a 


4 
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SECRET 
-~ 2 - 742, MARCH 19, 7 PM FROM NEW YORK 
CAREFUL CONSIDERATION AND PREPARATION, BUT THAT IN AN ORGANIZATION 
DESIGNED TO PRESERVE THE PEACE IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT TO SIT 
~ IDLY BY WHEN THERE WERE SUCH DISTURBING SITUATIONS AS NOW EXISTED. 
| TOLD HIM WE WERE STUDYING ALL THE POSSIBILITIES BUT HAD NOT 
ARRIVED AT ANY FINAL CONCLUSIONS, WE WOULD OF COURSE CONSIDER 
HIS POSITION AND fl WOULD REPORT HIS REMARKS TO THE DEPT, 
LODGE 
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EYES ONLY AMBASSADOR d7oct9 


RE EMBTEL 931. —71C 
US representative referred to in DEPTEL 568 has completed for tiime being 
at least, his discussions with top officials Israel and Egypte While they 


provided means for exchange of views and elucidation of positions both sides, 


GS 
they have reached impasse for the present. Ben Gurion insists on direct ~~ 
meeting between self and Nasser or other top representatives both sides and RK 


is unwilling reveal to intermediary IG's QUOTE paying price for peace UNQUOTE. SQ | 
Nasser, while prepared discuss all questions with intermediary, not wil . | 
hold direct. meeting at. this time. Department pouching to you reports ou 
conversations. Both Ben ‘Gurion and Sharett took part in discussions, which 
culmi nated (eases As renewal. of effort achieve settlement would be 
jeopardized by revelation'to officials of. either government that others than DY 
very few who were engaged in operation had knowledge of it, you should confine ww 
to yourself snveceats ion contained this ~~ and Pouched materials. 
While Ben Gurion stated to representative lad position with —" 


IG's arms needs, he was informed that quberaces Ecitint tie scope of representative's 


authority No-DhL || ES - } 


ACTING 
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THE ACTING SECRETARY 


A copy of this telegram is with 
the Secretary in conjunction with a 
menorandum Mr. tugsell has prepared 
for him on this project. Mr. Russell | 
himself will also get a copy. No 
other distribution will be wade. 
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P “NB 
UOP PRESS FRONT PAGING SPECULATIVE REPORTS AS TO MOTIVES OF UNITED @ ® 
O _. STATES iN SEEKING SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION ON PALESTINE QUESTION, | ¢ 
OLT GOE PRESENTLY STUDYING LINE iT PROPOSES ADOPT, MEANWHILE GOHAR 
OCB MARCH 22 RELEASED STATEMENT "ENUMERATING EXAMPLES EGYPT:S a 
USIA COOPERATION WITH BURNS TO EASE TENSION". STATEMENT RECALLED’ 0) 
CIA EGYPT EARLY IN APRIL-1955 HAD PROPOSED 70 BURNS ESTABL1SHMENT 
poe OBSERVATION POSTS IN GAZA STRIP ALONG D/L, 'UNTSO HAD AGREED ON 
wavy APRIL 17 AND OBSERVERS HAVE OPERATED THERE SiNCE THAT TIME, 
AIR EGYPT HAD SUGGESTED SIMILAR PROCEDURE FOR ISRAELI’ CONTROLLED 
AREA BUT WITHOUT. RESULT. (GOHAR TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER MARCH 2] 
THAT SIX POSTS HAD BEEN AUTHORIZED BUT ONLY TWO WERE PRESENTL 
, OCCUPIED BY UNTSO), om 
=e 
EGYPT HAD ALSO ACCEPTED SECRETARY GENERAL PROPOSALS REGARDING oy 
AL AUJA AND "IS READY AT ANY TIME IMPLEMENT THEM S IMULTANEOUSL I 
WITH ISRAEL", FURTHERMORE EARLY IN MAY 1955 EGYPT PROPOSED §& 
SEPARATION BOTH FORCES BY FIVE HUNDRED METER WITHDRAWAL ON‘, 
EITHER SIDE D/L "THUS REMOVING TENSION LIKELY ARISE FROM rt 
ARMED FORCES BEING’ IN SIGHT EACH OTHER*, (GOHAR ALSO RECALLED ®ro 
EMBASSY OFFICER EGYPT HAD ACCEPTED FOUR BURNS PROPOSALS FOLLOW! NG 
GAZA UC RESOLUTION, ) | 
__ STATEMENT INTENDED (1) COUNTER ISRAEL! TACTIC OF "DIVERTING 
ATTENTION FROM ISRAEL | REFUSAL. IMPLEMENT SECRETARY GENERAL 
AL AUJA PROPOSALS" BY CLAIMING EGYPT1ANS MAINTAINING OFFENSIVE 
FORCES IN RAFAH-AL ARiSH AREA CONTRARY DECISION MAC SPECIAL , 
COMMITTEE DECISION Cr AUGUST 1989 WHICH GOE DENIES FOUNDED aK C 
1 
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( 
ANY PROV'S!Omw OF GAA (2) REAFPE ORM FOR wok. > OP TN*ON GOE DESIRE 
REDUCE BCRDER TENS! ON 


STATEMENT PROBABLY IND CATES i NE WH Ci) EGYPIS AND o TRIAS 

SEE DAMASCUS 884) Wile TAKE ‘} RECEREMCID SC ACTION 'f THEY 

HAVE ACCEPTED ALL PROPOSALS MSD BY BURNS AND HAMMARSKZOLD UNDER 
GAZA AL AUJA AND TIBER AS RESQUUTIONS. BUT SRAEL HAS REJECTED 
THEM DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 

DURING MARTY 21 CONVERSAT VON wofet GOUAR EMBASSY CFF CER HAD 
GLEAR IMPRESSION EGYPTIANS CONCP RIED OVER BORDER S'TUATION, 
THEY DOUBT DANGER SPOTS WIIICH THEY PEEL ARE RAFAH AND AL AUJA 
CAN BE ELIMIMATED SHORT GF °1) SEFARAY!ON FORCES (2) STATIONING 
AND' FREE MOVEMENT OBSERVERS THROUGHOUT WESTERN FRONT (3) 
RESTORATION OF DEMILITAR/ZED STATUS AL’ AUGA, THEY NOT SANGUINE 
ISRAFLIS Wi Lt ACPPE THIS PROGRAM 


ABOVE APPiL»RS FULLY CONSISTENT NASSLER*S GBSERVATIONS ON BORDER 
s\TUATION EMBTEL 1835) AND OUR ANALYSIS GENERAL SITUATION 
fEMPTEL +885 :., ; 
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1—1493 
Anbassador Eban called at the Secretary's requeste The Secretary said he 
had handed Prime Minister Ben Gurion's letter of March 16 to the President while 
he was at white Sulphur Springse The President had read it carefully and in due 
course will make a reply. The Secretary said he would suzzest that Eban not 
press the proposal which the Prime Minister had made that Eban see the President. 
Such a meetinzs would become known and the various Arab ambassadors would want to 
present their vcoints of view also to the President. The Secretary said the 
Prime Minister can count on Fresident Eisenhower beinz fully aware of the Israel 
Governnent's positicne Indeed, the letter itself was an-eloquent statement of ite 


PELE CLE PL 


The Secretary said that following the negative results, for the time being 
at. least, of the Anderson mission, we are re-examining our policies toward the 
Middle East. That re-examination is based on the premise that Nasser may no 
loncer be entitled to the preferential treatment he has been getting on the anti- 
cipation that he would cooperate in achieving an Arab=-Israel settlement. What 
the practical results of this re-examination may be cannot be disclosed at this 
tinee In fact, it is not yet completed. The Secretary said he wished the Israel 
Covermment, however, to know that it was going one He said that’ he doubted that 
it would lead te a position of identity of the J. S. with Israel in antagonism to 
the Arabs as a wholee Such a position would not be to the real interest of Israele 
It. is our hope to devise and follow*policies that will lead to an increase of 
Ue Se weicht in the Arab world as a wholes 
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The Secretary said that with respect to the Isrecl “overnnent's request to 
paresis se arms from the 'le Se, he hoped that it would look to its customary 
urces in Europe and that it would not lock to the Ue S. for arms whitch it 
nomi eet from European countrice. The Secretary seid we had taken a symoathetic 
attitude toward the Tsrecl resuest. to the Frensh Hevea to purenase Mysteres 
and we micht be able to do more ;alons that line. 


the Seeretary said he wi shed to urze in the stronzest possible terms that 
Teracl not tale action in commencins construction at Panat Taarov whieh could 
lead to an outbreak of hostilities. Ne unders hood that the Israel ‘overnment 
has applie:] to the ri tales dada Bank for a /75,000,090 loan for construction 
of water development alont the coastal plaine Without makin: any connitment 
with respect to the action watch the } “aaite would take’ or the anount of any loan 
wnieh micht be made, the Department would take a sympathetic point of view as 
far as the political aspect of the question was concernede If such a loan could 
be wranted, it should permit the Israel Sovermnent +2 utilize its construction 
mya nincti without undertakins the work at Banat Yaacov at. this~times Action at 
the latter point would be particalarly unfortunate at a tine when our policies 
tayard the area were in the process of reviewe , 3 
Ambassador Phan said that recent developments have borne out the Israel 
Severnnent.''s diasnosis of Nasser's roalse I+ is clear that a settlement with 
Israel is low on Nasser's list. The collapse of the Anderson mission only ser es 
to hichlicht Israel's sense of inseevritye E-vpt's acquisition and absorptidn 
of arms is procseding at a disturbingly fast rate. It takes about seven months 
to train a jilG pilot cnd it is worthy of note that North Korea attacked seve 
months after it. first reccived lussian MIGse With respect to the Secretary's 
sugyestion that Israel look to its customary sources of supply for military 
eauipment, Ambassador Mban said that it was hard to envisace Israel getting any 
substantial amount of arms ‘unless the le Se took parte ‘ihe workd knows of 
israel's application to ihe Ne Se ‘the Movenber 16th application was filed on. 
‘the basis of the Secretary's statetrent to Sharett in Geneva that the Ue Se would 
salle sympathetic consideration" to any application made by Israele The Israel 
Sovemnent's experience in Lurope was that unless there is i. Se action other 
countries hesitate to provide ams to “teraele The French had informed the 
Israelis they could not act again in fumishing Nysteres if they were to be acting 
alone. Ambassador Uban gaid thal if the position of the le. Se is that it is 
sympathetic in principle with Israel's plicht’ but wants Israel to look to lurope 
for its arms: (1) the frac Sovernment would Like to have an indication of that 
“sen |to the hu aol eee countries; and, (2) the Israel Goverment would press now 
especially for 2h 86's and some arnfbi-tank suns from the Ue Se If these requests 
could be Ket oa the matter would /be jresolved as far as the Israel. Covermnent 
is concerned, at least for the r nompnts ‘the Secretary said that the latter reauest 
could not be met at the moment, at/ least: while this Government is in the process 
of reviewing its policies. Ambassador Eban inqzired whether that meant there " 
would be no action at all on the Israel Covernment's request and the Secretary 


;* replied 


/ 


Top SECRET 


| - TOP. SECRET 


os, va 


~ 


reslied that it vas net possible to sive an answer on ihat nowe The cceretary 
enid that. he wished to resemphasize our belief that we have inflnences in the 
Arab world, witieh, if preperly assorbe he eonld help in achieving. security and 
peser. for csraele "ntdl “vose incluences have bean proved te sc wl ne vebusy 





‘ tl.to tirer thea oavtye 2% seems obvious that 2 clearcut alliance 
betycen Terae], end the ee se would nol ba in Csreclls Leh eter: Inte 
SW ERROS Bal: Conmentad thay Teracl ahd nes eantre to nate 


The .eeretaiy said that he was aware that the Txvacl Sovernaert has 
ferecant. the Sailure af the Anderson iiesione While the orimroy responsi bilitp 
for its faiivre,rectes with Uasser, it ha’ te be noted that the Teracl Covern= 


went had not civen comulete conperatione with the Peenes at stake as crave e¢ 
- 








they 4Pe5 thts "eimment panes make its ewr cralustior. and awalyoise The 
seerctery sadd thet the Tsraelis ribcht titinlks our assets in the Arg world 
useless but we must use cur awn best git pects va do not believe we con sffora 
ho avsune we have no influence with the Arak countrics, sr even with leypte 

ie have tried te nla “it one wie (Ne can try lig Dito, i Leve woe are 
servine not only the hect interest of this courtthy-, cut those of iszaele 

: ‘ 

Aukassador Chan said that with respect te construction at Fanat Yentev >. 

it would-be important for Irraci te core healees it would have the backin; of 


fo) 
cubetce of the demilitarized gone was completede ‘She cecretery raid that we. 

would 9 Gudite e ways te unet that protlen. He wac nct in any war swerestins 

any permanent renunciation wy israel of its risits in the Joriane Fe 

cutest ed thet this problem te taken up more ir if detcil when Ambassador Johnson 
ae in about ten dave. In the mearbine, he said, ihe Tepartmuent would be 

Zoruletin: some urittern survestions ac to how the matter micht be dealt withe 


> ~4@ 

the U, Se in #ivertirs water front the Jor et after the neccsszar c nstruction 
Fa 
3 


fmbassator Dban sa2.¢ on with respect to the Secretary's statenent that 
5 


Terael had not coope cg da fully with tine \wderson misSion, the isracl Govern- 
nent had made clean ¢ a willincness to approach the problem of a settlc- 


ment on the basis ote é. . @itcet meeting: it had felt that it was justified in 
not errecin=: to the metted of an intermediary vLecause that epproach had been 
tried in connection with the Jordan Valley Devclopment. ne :otdatione and had 
not, as yet, succeeded. He said that Erine Minister Pen Gurion had, ail. during 
the time of the Anderson mission, been preoccvpied with the problem of arnse 
If that. matter were adequately dealt with, he felt there may te a “sod nossi- 
sility of Isreel auproachin= the problem of a settlement at that time throuc 
an interne Clarye : 


Ambassacor Fban said he hoped that the Department. “ywoule consider taking 
action on some one or more ol the items in the November 16th Liste The 
Secretary said that we would rive consideration to that recueste 


. Ambassador Eban inquired hether ther se was anythinsy to the reports that 
the tmited States would be giving more explicit. expression to its responsie- 
bilities under the Tripartite Teclavation. Mrs Hoover said that in considering 


that. whole | 
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that wiele quettion It had been ceeiced fe move. vncer Ue We croecoed:res .nofore 
takines any actior pursvant te tie Tripartite Yeclarciicne aAnbarsacdor Then 
' i ad L 


said that ome of the Israel Coverment'!s problens bs thas the people ef 1 

a6 not ieMieve that Isracl can rely uren the “nited ttates actually takin;t 
wilitary action even if there chetld oe an outbreak of hostilities. lic aie 
that the cisenssicu in the os Council over tae fast. few Guys on the We Se 


rrosessal has eonfimed Icrasits feer: the % bhe boviets woule suprert any Arab 
resition anid cous y merefore, be Srxeccted to veto any Cecurity action Sess nett 
te stem Arab avrrecsione Ambassador Mban said thet Israel frc]s that it is 
Fallin: seriously ocbind in the aims situation ard that it eannot rehr upon 
outside acvistance in the event of assressicns it ic, therefore, in an alarminz 
resition. The Leeretary said That he acrced that the situation was serious and 
thet. the Israel. cage gine coul.l be assured thet. we were taking it seriouslye 
If we do not acree on uetheds, it doer not mean that we do not heve the sane 
oojectivese 
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oa - SENT. DEPARTMENT 1927, REPEATED INFORMATION BEIRUT 246, DAMASCUS Ey 
EUR 177, AMMAN 171, TEL AVIV 230, USUN 58, - “pd 
NEA , S 
L REGARDING CURRENT SC (REPEAT SC) ACTiON, FAWZI LAST NIGHT se 
- SAID "EGYPT FULLY PREPARED COOPERATE TO UTMOST ANY EFFORT 

0 _ AIMED AT ELIMINATING INCIDENTS AND VIOLATION AT DEMARCAT ION 
OL LINES AND IN DEMILITARIZED ZONES AND AIMING AT FULL EMPLE4 0) 
MENTATION OF ARMISTICE AGREEMENTS AND SC RESOLUTIONS CONCERN- N 
IOP ING THEM, EGYPT EQUALLY READY TO WELCOME VISIT BY HAMMARSKJOLD * 
or , AND HAD ALREADY SENT HIM MESSAGE TO THAT EFFECT", 00 
aS 
IN DISCUSSION THAT FOLLOWED FAWZ! SAID THAT EGYPT ASSUMED THE > 
ABOVE CORRESPONDED TO OUR PURPOSE IN SUBMITTING RESOLUTION, ~ 
STATED HOWEVER SOME OF NORTHERN STATES EXTREMELY SUSPICIOUS w 

j RESOLUTION WAS COVER’ PLAN FOR SOME OTHER TYPE OF OPERATION, 
| PARTICULARLY PUSHING JQRDAN VALLEY PLAN, HE WISHED BE ASSURED 8 
THAT THIS WAS NOT THE CASE, | TOLD H!M I CERTAIN THE a 


RESOLUTION MEANT EXACTLY WHAT IT SAID AND WAS FINEST EFFORT 
REDUCE DANGERS ALONG BORDERS, ,! REGRETTED ARABS HAD SEEN FIT 
TO DRAW OUT DEBATE, AS THIS GAVE MORE OPPORTUNITY RUSSIA 

TO CREATE MISCHIEF AND DELAY IMPLEMENTATION, HE REPLIED HE 





THOUGHT RESOLUTION COULD HAVE GONE THROUGH WITH NO DEBATE 

HAD WE CONSULTED GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED PRIOR TO OR EVEN AT ma 

TIME OF SUBMISSION IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE THEIR SUSPICiON THATS, wo 
SOMETHING HIDDEN IN RESOLUTION, | ao. a 
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SP & 
C. SENT DEPARTMENT 1930, REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 170, LONDON 302,Q) » 
a , TEL AVIV 231, AMMAN 173, BAGHDAD 148, BEIRUT 247, DAMASCUS 178, Nw 
To JIDDA 136. - : 
USUN Qo 5 
P JOINT STATE-ARMY MESSAGE, KL ® 
UOP >s 
O REFERENCE PARAGRAPH TWO EMBTEL 1885. ~ 
OLI ; ren 
Top IN CONCLUSIVE REPORTS RECENTLY RECEIVED BY ARMY ATTACHE |INDICATE AS 
OCB THAT NO LOGISTICAL BUILD UP EXISTS IN SINAl SUFFICIENT SUPPORT 
CIA HEAVY COMBAT UNITS AND MATERIAL NOW DEPLOYED THERE IN EVENT oO 
OSD LARGE SCALE. MILITARY OPERATIONS, 0) 
ARMY. 
NAVY “ 
ATR COMMENT: THIS SEEMS LNDICATE EITHER {A) FAILURE APPRECIATE 
LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OR (B) MORE LIKELY, CALCULATED RISK ISRAEL 
WILL NOT LAUNCH ALL-OUT ATTACK, 
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SS NO; 1021, March 30, 5 p.m. + 
G O » 
SP Ny 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 1021; REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 227, LONDON 302, @ 
~ AMMAN 138, BAGHDAD 50, BEIRUT 235, DAMASCUS 166, JIDDA 19 a i 
IO PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIR FORCE : > © 
USUN a >s 
P In view of fact Embassy Cairo in its 1930 to Department refer 
UOP to its reports as inconclusive this Embassy submits following O 
fe) supplementary information available USARMA here re Egypt logisti-! 
OLI cal build-up Sinai. Colonel Hommel US Deputy to General Burns W. 
states UNTSO obsérvers have seen very large supply dump vicinity O 
IOP Al Arish. Harkabi Commander in Chief IDF Intelligence states Ol 
oe _ Egyptians have chain large dumps along roadways Sinai to canal. O) 
A. 
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7 SENT DEPARTMENT 4533, REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 727, CAIRO 87 i. ie 
EUR We ‘are hearing French speculation that in event of Arab-Israeli 00 im 
-_ hostilities, Egyptian MIG's would be piloted by "Soviet volun- ho 
I teers". As*far as we can ascertain this apenas unsupported » & 
- by specific intelligence. nN | 
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Action Colitrol:, 2251 “a 
NEA~ . Rec'd: April 5, 19 
FROM: Tel Aviv 8:08 8. tter 

Info oa 
RMR TO: ‘Secretary of State zB 

: ’ w 
ss NO: 1031, April 4, 5 p.m. wo 
G e a ; 
SP aod 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 1031, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 3437 = 
EUR ot 
L PASS ARMY NAVY AIR 
I0 " ; —— 
USUN According IDF-FLO and.Israeli 3-man patrol was fired on at 
E dusk April 2, by two Egyptian positions located in Israel 
UOP territory. MR 09030802) IDF reinforcements entered area, 
(@) found two dug in positions for LMG's connected by communi- 


OLI cations trench. One soldier killed, one wounded of patrol. 

Body dead Israeli soldier found 500 yards within. border with 
"hand cut off", ‘submachine gun and watch stolen, according 
USIA to IDF. Apparently shot from close range. Ten empty Karl 
CIA Gustav machine gun cartridges found on scene. Incident 

headlined April 4 in local press, which reports Israel has 
requested emergency MAC meeting. Press accounts do not 
(repeat not) mention allegedly amputated hand. 


Following explanation of action written by military corre- 
spondent YEDIOTH CHADASHOTH (German language independent). 


"At, harvesting time great increase Egyptian infiltration 

always occurs purpose theft of grain. When IDF patrols 

endeavor capture infiltrators Egyptian covering fire facil- 
itates their escape. Present maneuver represents enlargement 
this covering activity. to extent ambushing and killing patrolling 
soldiers within Israel. Karl Gustav ammunition indicates sol- 
dier was killed by Egyptian army". Herut, however points 

out Karl Gustav guns used in past by Fadayeen. ' 


9S¢-¥/V¥8°vL9 


April 3, before incident was announced, Foreign Ministry 8 
official briefed Embassy officer to effect that Egyptian il- = 
legal harvesting and herd grazi infiltration was being o 
stepped-up along Gaza strip. Official took line infiltrators rs 
were forced to these actions by Egyptians, who at same time 
accorded them fire cover. a } i 
Comment: Illegal crop harvesting along strip is seasonal and “si 
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-2- 1031, April 4, 5 p.m., from Tel Aviv 


heavy. Israelis claimed 70 percent Kibbutz Kissutim har- 
vest stolen in 1952. Since then loss kept low by technique 
intensive local patrolling by IDF regulars anc Kibbutzniks. 
For instance IDF tactical units are also stati-7ed Kissufin, 
Nat:al Ox, and other Kibbutzim, additicnal *c regular Kibbutz 
reservist, units. 


Israel aietone illegal harvesting ccvered by Reyptien military 
not (repeat not) new. In spring 1954 IDF similarly charged 
.tkhev afforded both fire cover and accompanying ,soidier escort 
(CF EMBTEL 1112, April 26, 1954). - 1955 activities this respect 
not (repeat not } typical due Gaza raid and subsequent Egyptian 


resort to minings. | 

This, however, first use of anbush this oo along strip 
reported this year. Israélis may respond by strengthening 
patrols and possibly by sending retaliatory raiding patrol : 
across lines. Strong israeli patrolling fur enor protection 
and increased infiltraticn enhance possibility further inci- 
dents coming weeks. 


LAWSON 


MS :CES/1 
Note: PASSED ARMY, NAVY, AIR 4/5/56, 10 p.m. RW 
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C SENT DEPARTMENT 1036, REPEATED INFORMATIGN CAIRO 339. ~& @ 

EUR Ps - 

v ‘pe ‘ " °o 
at SECOND SERICUS BORDER iNC!DENT HEADLINED IN LOCAL PRESS ARR:L 1 
? 5. ACCORDING JERUSALEM POST THREE {SRAEW' SOLDicRS KILLED 6) ] 
JOP AFTERNOON APRi| 4 WHEN IDF RPT :DF PATROL MOVING VIC'NITY ol 
oO. KISSUF IM IN ISRAEL TERRITORY FIRED ON BY RIFLE. MACH+ NE GUN Oo 


CLI AND MORTAR FIRE FROM EGYPT:AN POS.TIONS. PATROL RETURNED FIRE, 
- WAS PINNED DGWN, AND HAD TO BE EXTR!CATED BY IDF ART!LLERY 

Ww FIRE ON EGYPT'ANS. TWO KILLED ON SPOT, ONE DIED wAY TO 

CIA HOSPITAL. FIRE DULL LASTED THREE AND HALF HCURS ACCORDING 

OSD IDF FLO, WHO SA!'D DETAILS BEYOND THOSE !N POST NOT YET 

ARMY AVAILABLE. UN REPGRT ON INC!DENT ALSO NOT KNOWN HERE. 


ATR . pRELIM'NARY OFF iC1AL COMMENT BY FORE!GN MINISTRY GFFICIAL TO 
EMLASSY OFFICER WAS THEY CONSIDERED "INC:DENT GRAVE AND 
EXTREMELY AWKWARD" FOLLOWING EGYPT!AN CHIEF OF STAFF'S: 
REJECTION OF GENERAL BURNS REQUEST TwO WEEKS AGO TO CEASE ALL 

. FIRE IN BCRDER AREA. SPOKEMAN SAID "DIDN'T KNOW WHETHER: 
‘EGYPTIAN INTENT. WAS PROVOCATION AND CANNOT TELL WHERE 'T WILL 
LEAD". ‘FURTHER DETAILS WILL BE FURNISHED WHEN AVA!LABLE. 
COMMENT: UNCUSTCMARY DELAY !N iDF MAK!NG !TS REPORT AVAILABLE 
TO EMEASSY MAY INDICATE THAT FACTS OF '!NC!DENT ARE NOT. AS 
BLACK AND WHITES AS PRESS AND FORE'!GN MINISTRY WOULD. HAVE US 
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SUBJECT: Nasser's Alleged Fear of Israeli Commando Troops 


} 


Yedioth Hayom (German language independent ) of March 29 carri 
a story to the above effect, citing the "New York correspondent of 


the London Daily Express". The story was reported in Israel by 
INA srael News Agency). The yaper's story is brief: 


eetre |, 
queg 
w/e | 


¥ 
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"Nasser is afraid to attack Israel because he fears Terapia 
paratroop commandos,, who are particularly trained to blow up dams, 
thereby causing large floods, writes the New York correspondent; of 
the London Daily Express. ." s 


"Besides the commando units stationed near the Egyptian botder 
and a bomber squadron specially maintained for this purpose (bl 


ng 

up dams), it is related that Israel also has saboteurs statione@m Ol 

near the Nile, in Eritrea. oO 
"These Israeli commando troops are supposed to blow up the — @ ¥ 


Aswan Dam and the dams’ protecting Cairo as soon as a war breaks out," 


COMMENT: Regardless of its origins and purely speculative 
nature, the story does pinpoint a mode of warfare in which the 
Israeli's are very well trained and to which it is generally 
believed they will extensively resort, Israeli "café strategists", 
heretofore have gensrally visualized the paratroopers being used for 
purposes of blocking strategic roads, seizing isolated communication 
centers, or seizing airports, The seizure of airports particularly . 
is conceived of as a prime function, 


on, 
' 


~ at 


<9 


Such conversation, although by "civilians", probably has 
significanee; Israel is a very small country and most of the young 
civilian population has some military connection, 


The reference in this article to Eritrea gives pause, since a = 
Sizeable Israeli firm operates a there. re ig the ‘meat E 
packaging company Hervrat Yam Suf (Red Sea Company), which is ae 
jointly owned by ‘the GOI (51%) and Incode (5%), the latter a Swiss i. 
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firm founded by Yaacov Meridor and Arieh Ben Eliezer, both former 
deputy commanders of the IZL (Irreun Zvai Leumi, a mandate terrorist 
organization) and present members of Knesset (Parliament) for 
Herut. This firm had earlier confined its operation to Eritrea, 
but it has now expanded some of its activities to Djibuti. 


The drafting officer, however, has never heard any rumors 
locally that Herut, or the GOI, might be using Eritrea as a base 
for discreet preparation of commando or terrorist activities, and 
in view of its distance from Egypt the entire concept may be far- 
fetched. The same applies to Djibuti. The U.S. Army Attache also 
doubts whether any activity in Eritrea would escape the attention 
of the Ethiopian Palace police, in which case it would be stopved 
and could seriously affect the -company's status there. 


Still, if any advantages could accrue from use of Djibuti, 
it is probable that the Israel organization would have both the 
inclination and the ability to utilize it. 


For the Ambassador: 


. illu. Hor Lhe 


William L, Hamilton, Jr. 
First Secretary of Embassy 


CC: Asmara, Cairo, London. ‘ 
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= NO: 992, APRIL 6, 2 P.M, N 5 
SP PE 
EUR WITH REGARD TO YESTERDAY'S REPORTED ARTILLERY DUEL STARTING ATR ®° 
os 1:00 P.M, ALONG BORDERS FOLLOWING MAY BE OF INTEREST, > 2 
~ 
nee MY CALL ON NASSER LASTED FROM 12 NOON TO 2:35 P.M, 1N COURSE - 
re) OF EXTREMELY RELAXED CONVERSATION HE RESPONDED TO REFERENCE BY Mz 
OLI ME ABOUT FISHING BY STATING THAT GENERAL HAKIM AMER WAS ON on 
VACATION AT*RED SEA DOING JUST THAT, HE WAS NOT (REPEAT NOT) @) 
aa INTERRUPTED (WHICH 1S. OFTEN THE CASE) BY ANY TELEPHONE MESSAGE, 
CIA WHOLE ATMOSPHERE WAS SUCH THAT | FEEL CERTA!N THAT NASSER DID 
OSD NOT (REPEAT NOT) KNOW FIGHTING WAS TAKING PLACE, e 
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G NO: 1994, APRIS 6, 5 PM | 
eo aoae 
TU \ i= 4 As 
- PRIORI Ty, | 5 ia we 
IO . . 0 tone 
P SEHT DEPARTMENT 1994, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY TEL ; oN ¢ 
UOP A 234, PRIORITY JERUSALEM (23, PRIORITY USUN 62, LONDUN,— = : 
BI AMMAN, DAMASCUS, BEIRUT UNNUMBERED a 2) 
OIA ! “POKESMAN ANNOUNCED LAST N!GHT.29 MEN 11 WOMEN TWO CHILDREN > —_ 
(LiLED: AND 59 MEN 25 WOMEN AND 19 CHILDREN WOUNDED RESULT ~ 
LORAEL! ARTILLERY SMELLING OF GAZA DEIR AL BALAH AND KHAN ta 
YOUNES AP. SRHOON' APRIL FIVE, SPOKESMAN SAID ISRAEL! PATROL o | 
OPENED FIRE OM EGYPTIAN POSITION AT 1:00 PM FOLLOWED BY o 
ARTILLERY FIRE ON DEIR AL BALAH ANO LATER ON OTHER TOWNS, 0) 
EGYPTIAN ARMY "|jMMEDIATELY REPELLED AGGRESSORS AND SHELLED 
ISRAEL! “Scti .cMCNTS KISSOUFIM, AIN ALLOUSHA, AND AN-NOUAYIF", 
SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT IN FURTHER "CLASHES" LASTING UNTIL % 
6:30 PM SEVEN, EGYPTIAN SOLDIERS- WERE WOUNDED, REGARDING 
ISRAELIS HSE ARTILLERY. HE SAID "ISRAEL USUALLY ATTACKED o 
EGYPT IAM =0SITIONS WiTH SMALL ARMS FIRE, ISRAEL OBVIOUSLY 
MEANT TO CAUSE GRAVE LOSSES AMONG CIVILIANS IN TOWNS CROWDED E 
Wit'l PALESTINIAN REFUGEES", 9" 
ABOVE DESCRIBED AS BASED ON "PRELIMINARY REPORTS", PRESS | 5 
SAID EGYPTIAN UNITEG NATIONS DELEGATE) LUTF1 HAD SENT URGENT ! 
LETTER UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY GENERAL $HiS SUBJECT FOR fe? 
TRANSMITTAL SC PRESIDENT. , " 
MAJOR SIDQI (PALESTINE AFFAIRS OFFiCER’ IN CHARGE DURING 
GOHAR'S ABSENCE) SAID DEATHS HAVE NOW REACHED 60, WOUNDED 
FIGURE ABUUT THE SAME’ ALTHOUGH IT MAY BE GREATER, $1IDQI HAS 
MADE ORAL COMPLAINT TO MAC WHICH NOW INVESTIGATING ON SPOT, = 
' 3 “4, 
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P i 
HE WAS NOT CERTAIN WHETHER EGYPT WOULD FILE WRITTEN COMP: AINT 
AND ASK’ EMERGENCY MEETING "WHAT IS THE USE", HE SAID, 


ACCORDING SIDQ! ISRAELIS USED 25 POUNDS AND 120 MM MORTARS, 
LATTER, FROM WHICH MOST CASUALTIES CAME, ARE PROHIG@!ITED FROM 
THIS AREA UNDER ARTICLE SEVEN OF GAA AND MAC HAS PREV! OUSLY 
CONDEMNED !SRAEL FOR USING THEM, ~ 
SIDQI OBVIOUSLY DEEPLY DISTRESSED BY INCIDENT, HE FPLINTED OUT 
ISRAELIS HAD DELIBERATELY SHELLED CIVILIAN POPULATION AND 
COMMENTED; "THIS 1S THEIR ANSWER TO HAMMARSKJOLD!tS MISSION, 
THIS IS THEIR REPLY TO UNITED NATIONS", 

S!DQI SAID ISRAELIS HAD SHELLED TWO EGYPTIAN MILITARY POSITIONS 
.BETWEEN 8:00 AM AND 8:30 THIS MORNING BUT ALL WAS NOW QUIET 

IN AREA, 


BYROADE 


“2 JMD 


NOTE; PASSED OSD, ARMY, NAVY & AIR 4/6/56 4:45 PM JEF 
: Mr. Bergus' office (NE) notified 5:20 p.m. 4/6/CWO-JRL 
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ao . SENT DEPARTMENT 1039, REPEATED INFORMATION Lavon ry a 
CAIRO 340, : 
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0 PASS ARMY, NAVY AIR Ol 
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OLI |DF FLO FURNISHED USARMA WITH FOLLOWING CHRONOLOGY EXTENDED 

oce ARTILLERY AND MORTAR BATTLE ALONG GAZA STRIP APRIL 5: 0830. 


USIA _|DF PATROL (.KISUFIM 094091) RECEIVED RIFLE AND MG FIRE ABOUT 
CIA 20 MINUTES, 0925. SAME’ OCCURRED, SAME PATROL, 1015. NUMBER 

OSD EGYPTIANS CROSSED BORDER (098090) BEER! IDF PATROL OPENED 
ARMY FIRE, DROVE THEM BACK, 1130. INFANTRY PATROL FIRED AT WITH 
RIFLE AND MG (MESALFIN AREA 107102) EXCHANGE OF FIRE LASTED 
15/MINUTES, 1215. IDF PATROL FIRED AT KISUFIM AREA, 1335. 
SAME PATROL OPENED FIRE WITH MG PATROL IN OPEN TERRAIN, IDF 
USED ARTILLERY SUCCESSFULY TO GET PATROL OUT, 1500. EGYRTIANS 
USED 120 MM ON KISUFIM AND EIN HASHLOSHA (MR 903084) 

WHEN FIRE OPENED ON KIBBUTZ IDF USED ARTILLERY FOR COUNTER 
BATTERY, EGYPTIANS HIT CHILDREN*S HOUSE AT KISUFIM, CASYALTIES 
UNKNOWN, 1630. EGYPTIANS OPENED FIRE WITH 120 MM ON NAMAL 02 
(MR. 102098). 1645. IDF OPENED WITH ARTILLERY COUNTER, BATTERY 
FIRE AND EGYPTIAN FIRE STOPPED, 7 


UN OBSERVERS IN AREA FIRE CEASED 1845 HOURS, 


SOME OF ISRAEL! PRESS REPORTS EGYPTIAN CHARGE IN UN APRIL 5 

THAT ISRAELIS OPENED FIRE 1230 AM, IDF FLO DENIED THIS, Ls 
CHARACTERIZED IT AS "LYING IN TEETH" AND INSISTED ABOVE e 
CHRONOLOGY STRICTLY) ACCURATE, ) 
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RELIABLE SOURCE CONTACTED USARMA 1800 HOURS APRIL 5, 
ADVISED ISRAEL! "MORTAR FIRE" HAD HIT NEAR BUS STATION IN 
GAZA, CAUSING BULK OF CASUALTIES, WHEN QUERIED FLO COMMENTED 
IDF FIRST USED ARTILLERY COUNTER FIRE AT 1515 HOURS ("EEZ# 
“ROUNDS AGAINST 120MM MORTARS") AGAIN AT 1645 HOURS ALSO 
AGAINST SAME, HE SAID 120 MM MORTAR POSITIONS WERE IN 
"OUTSKIRTS GAZA", ACCORDING FLO ONLY 120 MM MORTARS USED 
BEFORE THIS, (NB 120 MM MORTAR HAS RANGE TO REACH GAZA,) 
CONFLICTING REPORTS MAKE IT STILL UNCERTAIN WHERE AND WHEN 
|DF FIRE BEGAN, WHERE AND FROM WHAT WEAPONS MOST CIVILIAN 
CASUALTIES OCCURRED, EMBASSY ENDEAVORING FURTHER CLARIFY 
THIS. 


FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN COMMENTED APRIL 5 AS FOLLOWS: y 
"REPORTED REGRETABLE LOSS OF LIFE AT GAZA IS INEVITABLE 
BOOMERANG EFFECT OF EGYPTIAN RECKLESS FOLLY, 


"IN FACE REPEATED WARNINGS EGYPTIAN FORCES HAVE HARASSED 
ISRAEL BORDER DAY IN, DAY OUT FOR MANY MONTHS, DESPITE 
REPEATED ADMONITIONS BY UN THE EGYTPIAN GOVERNMENT OB 
ST!INATELY REFUSED TO ISSUE A CEASE-F1RE ORDER," 


"EGYPTIAN FORTIFIED POSITIONS ALONG GAZA BORDER PERSISTENTLY 
OPENED FIRE WITHOUT SLIGHTEST PROVOCATION ON ISRAEL PATROLS 

MOVING ON FOOT ALONG CUSTOMARY BEAT INSIDE ISRAEL TERRITORY 

AND ON ISRAELS STATIONARY OBSERVATION POSTS, | 


"WEDNESDAY SUCH A PATROL WAS TAKEN UNDER MACHINE-GUN AND 
MORTAR FIRE, TWO SOLDIERS KILLED OUTRIGHT AND ONE MORTALLY 
WOUNDED, ARTILi-ERY HAD TO BE USED TO EXTRICATE SURVIVORS FRUM 
DEATH=TRAP, " 


"DAY BEFORE ANOTHER SOLDIER LOST LIFE IN AN EGYPTIAN AMBUSH, 
TODAY SIMILAR UNPROVOKED ATTACK OCCURRED AND SEVERAL ISRAEL 
VILLAGES WERE SHELLED FROM EGYPTIAN POSITIONS SUFFERING 

CASUL 
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-3- 1039, APRIL 6, FROM TEL AVIV 
"RETURN FIRE BECAME IMPERATIVE AND UNAVOIDABLE," FONMIN 
SHARETT CALLED GEN BURNS FOR INTERVIEW APRIL 5, AND ACCORD- 
ING "JERUSALEM POST" "POINTED TO GRAVE CONSEQUENCES LIABLE 
TO RESULT *FROM UNCEASING EGYPTIAN ATTACKS IF THEY NOT 
STOPPED, ISRAEL MUST RESERVE TO HERSELF AS MATTER OF COURSE 
FREEDOM OF ACTION IN SELF DEFENSE," 
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Reliable source eetennea to reference telegram UN-observer. 
OLI On April 6 USARMA ascertained from UNTSO that so far they 
believed IDF began firing 120 m.m. mortars at.1150 hours "(40 


rounds),' followed by five rounds 120 m.m. at 1335 hours. 
riking within 


USIA of civilian casualties caused by these shells s 
Gaza town. UN observer said his only iinet igures so far 


OSD derived Egyptian reports. 
He confirmed IDF-FLO account to effect IDF first used artillery 
‘circa 1515 hours. 
In response USARMA's inquiry latter subject FLO said artillery 
used “probably 25 pounders”. ; 
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Action Control : 309 ae 
NEA Rec'd: LL 6, 1956 
FROM; Tel Aviv O:44 a.m. 
Info , e . _ 
_ RMR TO: Secretary of State & / . iB 
| ct 
SS NO: O41, April 6, ll-a.m. se ™ ws 
G _ . : 
SP ) Oe 
C PRIORITY PE 
EUR > 3 
Ts SENT DEPARTMENT 1041, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 342, LONDON “ 8 
TO 305, PARIS 229. B® 
USUN bt 
P Reference EMBTEL 1039.. . wa S 
UOP 
ND It has béen apparent since March 5 (EMBTEL 896) that Egypt in 8) 
O efforts interdict Israel activities along Israeli side Gaza 
OLI border would, if continued,. result in IDF counter-measures. 
Egyptian tactics intermittent firing at Israel patrols, fire 
OCB cover for infiltrators and minimg activities clearly posed the 
USIA question whether Nasser would be permitted to deny to Israel 
CIA effective control and use of its own territory along the border. 
OSD : 
ARMY Decision this issue appears to have been precipitated by 
NAVY incident April 2, EMBTEL 1031 which disclosed new Egyptian ambush 
AIR technique. There is strong evidence that senior IDF officers i 
were convened Tel Aviv morning April 4 and it appears probable 
in light subsequent developments that new instructions were issued. 
Previous orders here to return Egyptian fire with same type weapon 
at target from which Egyptian firing had emanated. 
As anticipated in paragraph 7, EMBTEL 970, I believe yesterday's 
events reflect Israeli conviction that they must react firmly 
and if necessary violently to breaches GAA and that, unless they 
do, Arabs with their newly-acquired confidence will make life 
unt@arable along Israel's long and exposed frontiers. GOI and 
©, Israel public are aware of risks involved but are prepared to 
oe. them, perceiving no alternative if they are to survicel. 
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Action Control: 3114 ‘ 5 
NEA Rec'd: April 6, 1956 3 
FROM: “cet. £viv 10:51 a.m. = 
Info ‘ a 
‘RMR 10: Secretary of State : =f 
oO 
ss NO; 1046, April 6, 1 p.m. Es 
4 a @ 
SP f 
G PRI WAT .4 a 
L 
Io SENT DEPARTMENT 1046, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 343 frp ry 
r 
UOP PASS ARMY NAVY AIR 
0 : 
OLI Foreiz*: Jinistry officisl advised .Embassy officer Egyptians 
broke cesse-fire of previous evening with MG fire on IDF patrol 
OCB near Kissufim Circe 0800 hours April 6. Intensive firing developed 
CIA whic’ stopped 0915 hours.. Official explained April 5 incident 
OSD as Peyptien effort stop Israel border patrolling which considered 
ARMY essential against persistence Arab infiltrators and espionage 
NAVY 2gents. Prime Minister repeatedly made cease-fire offers since 
AIR September 1) but all rejected by Egyptians. He said situation 
considered very serious by GOI and unconditional cease-fire slong 
entire border binding on both sides requtred to preserve peace. 
Due grevity situation and continuance of firing April 6 I have 
' requested on own initidtive appointment with Sharett for this 
afterncon. In absence further instructions I will stress critical 
(lmportance strict cease-fire observance,- emphasize, US_jaterest 
most genuine cocperation.with General Burns of both stiles and elicit 
. 8s much information as possible. , P ‘i Ae. 
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Action 7 i Control: 47843 3 oad o 3 
NEA —— Rec'd: April’7, “19563- 
FROM: Tel Aviv . 10:36 a.m air a 
Info ad ze § E 3 
‘ oD co u 
RMR TO: Secretary of State oO <E4 3 2 
3g NO: 047, April 6, 7 p.m. = ae: | E 
G | ~ 2 o 3 
SP , Nos 
C ca ie 3 h = 
° 7] 
hi SENT DEPARTMENT 1047.REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 344, AMMAN 139,@ © 
To BEIRUT 237, DAMASCUS 167, LONDON 306, PARIS 230. = ® 
mw 
- At interview requested by me April 6 Sharett, after review- “3 
i ing background and April > Gaza incident, said he wished & fi 
OLI + discuss what he termed "a very serious situation"--the & ¢ 
possibility renewal Fedayeen attacks. * “ 
IOP re ne 


OCB He said that Gor had received report from reliable source 
CIA that within past few days Nasser had ordered renewal of 
oSsp Fedayeen activities, raids however to be made from other 
ARMY Arab countries, not Gaza or Egypt. Information did not 
NAVY reveal whether contemplated action would be sponsored by 
AIR governments involved or carried out by private agents of 
Nasser in those countries. GOI interpretation of this report 
was that in all probability Nasser planned primarily to 
| utilize Jordan, in which connection following is known: 
| 


ay Jordan already "infested" with Egyptian agents since 

Nasser "playing big game" for instance, head of operations 

(sic) Arab Legion is agent for him in Amman, although un- 
4, Clear whether out of financial or political opportunistic 
considerations. 


“ 
K Long Jordan-Israel border is easily penetrable, and 
NI oe most thickly populated areas of Israel, and effect 
\Hof terrorist attacks increases in direct ratio to density 
of population. 
| = FE 
f@He ‘had passed this information to General Burns morning etn 
April 6 urging strongest possible warning by UN: to Egypt 
fland other countries. He said decision whether or not to i 









make ‘this information public had been difficult one, but 
“WIGOI had decided not to do so for time being. This was 
yealculated risk", but GOI did not wish tof rouse public yet. 
“*[latter would be deprived of warning. (I informed him his 
_ jcomments * "S8257 transmitted ‘to Department: without delay 
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SECRET 
. -2- 1047, April 6, 7 p.m., from Tel Aviv. 


for which he seemed grateful, feeling that no opportunity to 
impress Nasser and other netghboring governments of seriousness 
such attacks regardless of origin should be missed). 


Comment: After terminating discussion April 5 firing, 

Sharett said he had "even worse news" his earlier comments 

on ,Fedayeen forays (EMBTELS 510, 552, 535) have already 

made clear he regards them as most dangerous resort used 

to date by Arabs. ' 

Department will recall accuracy of August 1955 GOI intelligence 
prediction along this line (EMBTEL 172) and that GOI blamed 
Egypt for instigation and direction short November 1955 
Fedayeen flare-up emanating Jordon. Strong convictions 
expressed referenced cables, and Sharett's present remarks, 
indicate GOI immediately would meet any new outbreak terrorist 
attacks with full-blown prima-facie case against Nasser. 


It is suggested that Department may wish support UN approach 
to have governments possibly involved with warning of almost 
certain very vigorous reaction Israel to renewal Fedayeen 
operations whether officially or privately inspired and 
regardless of base. used. Sharett fully aware Arabs may utilize 
this method in endeavor provoke military action by’ Israel and 
thus have latter branged as. "aggressor". - 
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Info : 5 
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h 
38 No; iC48, April 6, 11 p.m., (SECTION ONE OF TWO) * 
G ‘3 
q ~ ¥ be) 
SP = PRIGRITY | : 
a SENT DEPARTMENT 1048, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 345, PARIS (e251, @ 
TO LONDON 307, AMMAN 14°, BEIRUT 238, DAMASCUS 178. 3 
ba °o 
ae At my request (EMBTEL 1046) Foretgn Minister Sharett received 
UOP me in Tel Aviv afternocn Apri? 6. I coened conversation by 
oO}. explaining that T was calling, cn my own initiative because of 
OLI ths recent outbreak, in order to stress the critical importance 





PERMAKENY “ap “ag 


zee 
” 
~— 
°o 
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o 
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of strict cease- -fire observance and to emphasize US interest in 
cooperation with General Burns of both sides. I added that I 
alsc wished te obtain information, and particulerly his appraisal 
of events. 


Sharett thanked me for this interest, and proceeded to review 
epilsodes of April 5 and GOT latest contacts with General Burns 
re ‘coase-fire, , 


His rationale followed outline Fcreign nistry statement in- 
cluded EMBTEL 1039. He exar-ined rona fides of explanations and 
proposals of Nasser on subject crf °° 


os9o-7/Vvs°rle 


<iring on patreis as follows: 


1. WNasser's earlier explanation he cculd not order no firing wm 
across border by his trcops ard: that firing performed oniy on st 
IDF vehicle patrois because of naturai fear his forces these QA 
epatrels were in act cf launchirg attack was "rabid nonsense." 
2Ne soldiers in right mind wovld initiate stteck seross open 
Mdountry operly exposed in vehicies. Furthermore most IDF pa- — 
rois were on foot, and Egyptians, have now crystallized’ standard 
ractice cf firing:‘on them. Suchifire also not limited to p 
rois but directed at. fixed cbservation points from which Sthagk 
maura not be’ expected. Thus Nasser's explanation ied: tal i 
ified. 






4a. Nasser's conclusion this centext Ghats forces should vetgi El 
raw 500 meters from line was based on present dispositiam 
yptian forces, since their outposts, are situated about 500 
eters frcm border. Nasser therefore could "implement plan" 

th no change his system, whereas Israelis would have make 
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P : p.m. 
S4-L -2- 1048, April 6, 11 p.m., (Sec 1 of 2) from Tel Aviv : 
' = . 
! — substantial alterations. é 
\ °o 
— After dwelling at some length on lone experience of almost daily g 
G firing on Israeli patrols which fortunately produced no casuei - g 
Sp ties, and then underscoring April 4 incident which 3 young soldiers + 
G killed by Egyptian mortar and machine gun fire, he gave detailed = 
EUR timetable of separate incidents April 5. Sharett said Fgyptians w 
L opened fire on [srael settlements for first time with mortars at | 
To 1500 hours: IDF returned artillery fire to silence outposts issuing ® 
USUN ‘mortar fire. Medntime Egyptians extended front by firing on other @ 
Pp Kibbutzim. Since IDF artillery bombardment Egyptian outposts failed ¢ 
UOP stop their fire, "at 5 p.m., we directed fire at their villages”. ; 
- > re% 
- sommenting on April 4 meeting with Burns, Sharett repeated - 
° 


substantially same account as in Jerusalem 398 to Department 
Top but made several amplifications. He felt it would not break 
OCB confidence to reveal that in response to Sharett's questiions 
CIA concerning large number Israeli complaints submitted on firing 
OSD =: 2c ross line, General Burns replied that he felt in general GOL 
ARMY’ complaints were justified, although he might have differences 
ATR on details. When in past General Burns had proposed “pallia- 
NAvy ive measures" to calm border he did so with assumption both 
. sides wanted, to cooperate . He now no longer assumed other 
DCL side was interested. , 


a7 —o 


The Burns-Sharett chat was interrupted by phone call Chairman 
Egyptian MAC demanding GOI stop fire. General Burns proposed 
midnight as cease-fire deadline, Sharett communicated this to 
Ben Gurion, and "Ben Gurion had already given orders to stop 
fire, purpose testing Egyptian reaction. Sharett added this 


W at dusk. 
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Action” Control: 4843 nr el 
NE Rec'd: April 7, 1956 ‘f S| 
_ FROM: Tel Aviv 12:43 p-M.g : E 
nto Oo 
RMR 10: Secretary of State = * 
= = 
“ NO; 1048, April 6, 11 p.m., (SECTION TwO OF TWO) af a 
SP | 3 = 
C PRIORITY ™ a 
EUR De 
L SENT DEPARTMENT 1048, REPEATED INFORMATTON CAIRO 345, PARIS 231, F 
—— LONDON 307, AMMAN 140, BEIRUT 238, DAMASCUS 168. 2 
; ct 
P April 6 General Burns made special request to Israelis temporari-: _° 
UOP ly to suspend patrolling, with understanding this would only be 
0 ' extraordinary temporary measure not to be considered precedental. es 
OLI Ber Gurion asreed to this as measure cooperative action and in . 
view of Hammarskjold's visit to area and as quid pro quo for 
IOP Secretary General to endeavor obtain Egyptian consent ‘to issue 
OCB orders no firing across borders. Sharett commented this was not 
CIA easy decision for Ben Gurion: since "it prejudices. our position 
OSD and gives appearance of yielding under pressure criminal vio- 
ARMY lence". -In reply my question as’ to time limitation this agree- 
NAVY - ment he indicated no specific time but in nature few days trial. 
AIR Sharett said he had recommended as agenda for Secretary General 
in order decreasing importance: 
DCL 
1. He endeavor secure compl.cte cease-fire covering all surround- 
ing countries (Sharett especially feared Jordan this respect and . 
cited March 30 Wadi Ara ambush). 
Q . Obtain reduction forces in defensive zones to conformity 
“sp With’ GAA provisions. . 
St, i ’ t i : 
= 3. Obtain complete observance all details GAA. Sharett commented 


. Arab States are now expressing negative view they do not wish 

, anything added to area guarantees beyond GAA. GOI desires that 
‘GAA at least be rigidly observed, whether or not supplemented 
|by additional arrangements. , 


c 


be, 


“1 (I expressed gratification at GOL.agreement to General Burns pro- 
& ‘posal to withdraw patrols and cease-fire, and disposition to work E 
.«, (Closely with General Burns these critical times. Sharett said 

a ihe was grateful for my call and pleased to discuss situation. 


‘Comment: Sharett appeared relatively relaxed at interview, and 
, +although he mentioned resumption of firing this morning he did not 
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magnify it into portending further deterioration. He seemed . 
anxious to underline basic and continuous provocations which 
teok form of Egyptian firing on foot patrols ultimately result- 
ing gsraeli mortalities and especially to point up fact Egypt 
first shelled Israeli villages before IDF turned artillery 
fire from Egyptian gun positions to Egyptian villages. Al- 
though not specifically gained at interview my impression is 
that GOI regards reported heavy loss Arab life as retaliation 
enough and are not planning any further specific moves. Atti- 
tude mow is probably "wait and see" to judge nature: and magni- 
tude Egyptian response, which Israelis believe may be in form 
Fedayeen (EMBTEL 1047). There also some speculation as to 
ability or desire Egypt to control highly excited Gaza refugees. - 


Although jslight mobilization civilian trucks observed today, 
there hag been no large scale action discernible. Foreign 
Office informs me "all quiet" Gaza front as of 1800 hours 
tonight...‘ 


_PASS ARMY NAVY AIR. 
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UOP Serious incidents Gaza area and relate@ydevelopments report in this 
ND and immediately following NIACT telegrgms. : 
i Pie A > 
“SCA Following is substance UNTSO report. UNBQ April 5 incidents Gaza 
OLI area on April 4 and 5. On April 4 Israeli MAC delegation alleged 
that at 4500 local time an Israeli Army patrol came under machine 
OCB gun and light (#) fire was directed at Egyptian controlled 
USIA territory. 38 shells’ said to have landed in Deir El Balla village ~ 
CIA and vicinity. . : 
OSD z * 
ARMY Four more complaints were logged by Israelis, one al eging that 
NAVY unexploded mine was fotind, ~three alleging firing ecrpss D/L by 
AIR Egyptian position ore patrols. 
mw 


0% peummyoy eg isny qUsEMI0g STYL 


Only results investigation concerned second Egyptian complaint: 
Observer found 48 impacts in Deir El Balla village and vicinit 
some noses of 25 pounder shells. , 


ria 


DIAC 


On April 5 at 1320 local time shelling began in vicinity Hill 4 
at MR892878 in Egyptian territory. At 1520 observer stationed 
observation post reported concentrated shelling of Deir El Bal tga 
village. - At 1639 mortar shells reportedly landing Gaza town. wh 
Several casualties were reported there together with firing on ry 
several places along D/L, with mortar shells landing Gaza main 
street. MAC chairman requested both parties order immediate 
cease-fire. At 1714 heavy firing still heard south of Gaza. 

Chairman estimated some 8 mortar shells landed in Gaza: town. 

1928 he ‘again requested cease-fire effective 2000 local time. ater | 
reported all quiet. 


Colonel Hommel of UNTSO informed me at 2300 April 5 that according 


a . . 
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Egyptian statement 42 persons killed in Gaza, of whom 17 were 
children. in addition 102 reportedly wounded. These figures 
not confirmed, but Hommel expects further record from MAC 
: chairman very shortly. 
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UOP SERIOUS INCIDENTS GAZA AREA AND RELATED DEVELOPMENTS REPORT AN THIS © 
ND AND IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING NIACT TELEGRAMS. 3 as 
0 
SCA FCLLOWING 1S SUBSTANCE UNTSO REPORT UNHQ APRIL 5 INCIDENTS GAZA 
Ow | AREA ON APRIL 4 AND 5. ON APRIL 4 ISRAELI MAC DELEGATION ALLEGED % 
HAT AT 1506 LOCAL TIME AN ISRAELI ARMY PATROL CAME. UNDER MACHINE yy 
OCB GUN AND LiSHT MORTAR FIRE IN NUSEIRAT AREA. TWO LSRAELI aan 
USIA KILLED AND THIRD HAS DIED OF WOUNDS. REINFORCEMENTS SENT TO oo 
an a WERE ABLE EVACUATE DEAD AND WOUNDED BY HEAVY FIRING. ro > 
ARMY i 1245 LOCAL TIME_APRIL 4 {ACCORDING TO STATEMENT OF EGYPTIAN | i 
NAVY c)EGATE) ISRAELI POSITION IN DEIR EL BALLA’ AREA (MR 942905) 5 ’ 
AIR SFE “AUTOMATIC FIRE ON EGYPTIAN POSITION WHICH LASTED UNTIL 0) 
T/00 HOURS. ONEEGYPTIAN SOLDIER KILLED. tN A SECOND COMPLAIN ps 
EAVET IANS. CLAIMED THAT AT 1820 HOURS ARTILLERY FIRE WAS DIRECT . 
AT EGYPTIAN CONTROLLED TERRITORY. 38 SHELLS SAID TO HAVE LANDED, 
Hi DEIR EL BALLA VILLAGE AND VICINITY. ce a 
FOUR MORE COMPLAINTS WERE LODGED BY ISRAELIS, ONE ALLEGI fT 
UNEAFLODED MINE WAS FOUND, THREE ALLEGING FIRING: ACROSS 
EGYPTIAN FOCI EI SRAE a 
7 (PT IA! ‘ee im AT ISRAEL! PATROLS = = ET 
GLY RESULTS INVESTIGATION CONCERNED SECOND EGYPTIAN COMPDA 
Con OBSERVER FOUND 48 IMPACTS IN DEIR EL BALLA’ VILLAGE AND VICI TY AND 
bee NOS=S OF 25 POUNDER SHELLS.  # Oo: 
‘4 — Hf 
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LOCAL TIME SHELLING BEGAN IN VICINITY HILL 86 


Sg2G,€ Ui. EGYPTIAN TERRITORY. AT 1520 OBSERVER STATIONED iN 
bel EPORTED CONCENTRATED SHELLING OF DEIR EL BALLA 
MOPAR SHELLS REPORTEDLY LANDING GAZA TOWN. 


WERE REPORTED THERE TOGETHER WITH FIRING ON 


WAN ROMUESTED BOTH FAR TIES ORDER IMMEDIATE 
4% HEAVY FIRING STILL HEARD SOUTH OF GAZA. 
SOME 8 MORTAR SHELLS LANDED IN GAZA TOWN. AT 


the ° | 
cr UMTSO INFORMED ME AT 2300 APRIL 5 THAT ACCORDING 
ben OE H2 FERSONS KILLED IN GAZA, OF WHOM 17 WERE 
aQSiTION 102 REPORTEDLY WOUNDED. “THESE F iQGURES 
OUd nhoaviMch execorTsS FURTHER RECORD FROM MAC 
jORTELY 
j 
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TO PRIORITY BEIRUT 103, PRIORITY DAMASCUS 104, PRIORITY QAIRO 222, 
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UOP Reference: Consulate General telegram 398, Gaza incidents. 


v/VVS°vL9 


BY peummyoy eg yor;: 


0 General Burns has just given me (0900 local time) summary situatiLo 
SCA which as follows, based on reports from MAC Chairman. 


sg 


Firing in progress morning April 6 southeast of Gaza consisting@) 
Israeli mortar fire against Egyptian position. MAC Chairman has 
USIA again called for cease-fire and Burns has been in contact with 
CIA Eytan same purpose. Burns expressed fears firing may again become 
OSD widespreau unless appeals heeded without delay. -He described 
ARMY ‘Situation in Gaza town as bad. Crowds have formed and their 

NAVY attitude is threatening. As result, observers unable ae 
AIR Egyptian reports of casualties said to total 42 killed and 10 
wounded. Pending verification, Burns thought these figures should 
be vieved with reserve. , 


, : © 
Burns has cancelled plans proceed Rome today. “7 
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GAZA INCIDENTS AS AVAILABLE AT 1100 LOCAL TIME APRIL 6, 


FROM: JERUSALEM 11:09 AMR) ARE ges 
B Alo ¢ Da 
10: Secretary of State ~ .AZBp 
oa z, 5 
NO: hoo, APRIL 6, 3 PM. ; > 
' —_— a $ 
A 

mn’ mam O 
' Pacer : 3 hea i “ = 
SENT DEPARTMENT 400, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY AMMANN83, Py 
PRIORITY BEIRUT 104, PRIORITY DAMASCUS 105, PRIORITY CAIRO 223, @ 2 
FRIORITY TEL AVIV 203, PRIORITY LONDON 123, PRIORITY PARIS - e 
5. : 
9 ‘ | : ~ @ 
COLONEL HOMMEL OF UNTSO HAS GIVEN ME FURTHER DETAILS REGARD ic i 8 

im) 

0) 


ACCORDING ISRAEL] STATEMENTS IN RETALIATION FOR KILLING OF 

3 SOLDIERS ON PARTROL, ISRAELIS © APRIL 4 AND FIVE DIRECTcCU 

WEAPONS FIRE, INCLUDING ARTILLERY AND 120MM MORTARS AT GAZA, 

DEIR ‘EL BALAH, AND PROBABLY TWO OTHER VILLAGES IN GAZA STRIP, 
SOME EiGHT MORTAR SHELLS (OF 120 MM SIZE) LANDED, 


GAZA TOWN EVIDENTLY ARMED AT BUS STATION, EGYPTIANS NOW 
CLAIM 46 CIVILIANS KILLED AND 104 INJURED IN GAZA ALONE, 
BUT UNTSO ANTICIPATES DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING CONFIRMATION 
SUCH FIGURES, GAZA POPULATION IN UGLY MOOD WITH INDICATIONS 
AT Q900 HOURS TODAY OF POSSIBLE RIOTING LATER, ALTHOUGH 
EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES HAVE INDICATED THEY PREPARED CONTROL 
RIOTING, 


ISN TVIDLALYO 


OBSERVERS REPORTS INDICATE ISRAEL! FIRING INTO GAZA STRIP 
WAS RESUMED ABOUT 0900 APRIL 5, OBSERVER COUNTED 4o ROUNDS oy 
“ABOUT 1130 HOURS AND FEW MORE ROUNDS ABOUT 1330, CONS!STING 
MORTARS OR ARTILLERY LANDING IN EGYPTIAN CONTROLLED TERRITORY, 
DEIR EL BALAH AREA SHELLED AGAIN'ON APRIL 5 AT ABCUT 1430 ma [7 
“HOURS, OBSERVER SAW EGYPTIAN POSITION FIRING ON KI@BUTZ = 
AT KiSSUF IM, PROBABLY W!TH MORTARS, ABOUT 1600, HOMMEL 

POINTS OUT, HOWEVER, THAT IN CONTRADISTINCTION GAZA, FOR 
| INSTANCE, 
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4oo, APRIL 6, 3 PM,, DROM JERUSALEM, 


INSTANCE, KISSUFIM 1S A REST CAMP AND WEAPONS POSITIONS OFTEN 
LOCATED iTS [IMMEDIATE VICINITY, , 


REPOR1 3 FROM OBSERVERS HAVE BEEN DELAYED BY JAMMING OF LOCAI. 
UNTSO RADIO CHANNELS IN GAZA AREA, THEY HAVE VERIFIED KILLING 
OF THREE ISRAEL! SOLDIERS APRIL } BUT HAVE NOT VERIFIED 

EGYPT 1AN ALLEGATION THAT EGYPTIAN SOLDIER KILLED, ~ ISRAELI 
DELEGATION ASSURED MAC CHAIRMAN THIS MORNING THAT ISRAELI 
FORCES WI!.L OBSERVE CEASE-F!RE WHETHER EGYPTIANS DO SO @R 
NOTes, « ) 
WANTON FIRING ON CIVILIANS IN GAZA TOWN AND IN VILLAGES 
“OPPEARS REPRESENT, DEPARTURE MCRE RECENT ISRAELI POLICY OF 
CONFINING RETALIATION EFFORTS’ TO MEMBERS ARMED FORCES AND IS 
EVIDENTLY. LARGEST ATTACK DIRECTED AGAINST CIVILIAN POPULATION 
SINCE QIBYA INCIDENT, UNCLEAR WHY ISRAELIS HAVE CHOSEN 
PRESENT MOMENT FOR THIS LARGE-SCALE "RETALIATION", 
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NEA FROM: Jerusalem 
RMR TO: Secretary of State 
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G 

SP ; 

e NIACT 

EUR , 

L 3..Nv DEPARTMENT 401;°REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY AMMAN 184 


IO ‘, PRIORITY BEIRUT von PRIORITY CAIRO 24, PRIORITY DAMASCUS 106 
aa PRIORITY LONDON 124, PRIORITY PARIS 116, PRIORITY ‘TEL AVIV 204, 


UOP With -refefence CONGEN telegram 400 and previous, UNTSO has now 
ND given me following figures Egyptian casualties April 5 shooting 
c as verified by observers: 4 


OLT Civilian dead, according hospital records: men 30; women LE 
children 10; total civilian dead 55. 


USIA Military dead seen by observers, i; wounded 4. In addition, 
‘CIA Egyptians claim 3 dead removed to Cairo. 


ARMY Civilian wounded, seen by observers: men 56; women 33; 
NAVY children 13; total 102. . 4°23 


FOA Gaza strip and not (repeat not) merely for <own of Gaza. 
Observers counted 69 craters of 120 millimeter mortar shells 
in Gaza and immediate vicinity. Egyptians claim 82 ‘such mortar 


shells feii that area. tist za hit and several 
persons. injured there. NO Casualties to Americans so far as kn 
Verified Israeli casualties 5 April were 4 civilians ana 2 mig 
tary personnel wounded. eI 


UNTSO hag received no further reports firing since this morning®@ 


UNTSO understands pbservers reports cover total of casualties oa] 
Seca 
Cc) 
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: SENT DEPARTMENT 542 REPEATED INFCRMATION BAGHDAD 93\_BEIR -p 
#UR 180, GATRO 167, DAMASCUS 152, TEL AVIV S4, JERUSALEM>-DONDON >} «| 
o UNNUMBERED . “N38 
: F A : 
a Press reports Israeli's shelled Gaza Khanyunis, Deirbalah i 
UOP yesterday resulting death 42 and wounding 103 Egyptian ; @ = 
ND civilians.. 4 a ¢ 
0 " ‘ : . oO 
OLI FALASTIN headline runs: "Jewish cannon reap harvest of innocents 


in Gaze while Immkalthum sings ilove songs to Arabs" i.e. Egyptiars 
asleep at switch. a / 

USTA AL URDON editorial says ¢shsve heard much of Soviet arms ‘to Egypt — 

OSD but see no (repeat in) Sign of them now. Why did not (repeat not) 
you (E eehies | use vour plenes and tanks? Tired of speeches and 

ARMY e 

NAVY threats, yesterday was time to fight fire with fire. 


These comments may be reflection tentative local doubts sincerity 
DCL Nasser's intentions. 
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RMR TO: Secretary of State 3 | 
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ae TO DEPTAR FOR ACHI AFOIN CNO, INFORMATION USARMA AMMAN, 


% : 
TO BEIRUT, USARMA CAIRO, USARMA DAMASCUS, CINCNELM, USCINCEGR, INCU 
USUN ‘ USDOCOSOUTH USDOCOLAND COFS 8604 DU ASMARA, COMIDEASTFORCE, COM- ¢ 
P SIXTHFLT, STATE DEPARTMENT : ; Be 
. @ 
Q 


yee U-11. Information follows: 050830 local IDF patrol at goordinate 
O94091 received rifle and machine gun fire for 20 minutes; and ° 
again at 0925 local. At 1015 hours number Egyptian crossed bordey 
USIA at coordinate 098090 and were fired on by IDF patrol. At 1130 qQ 
hours IDF patrol received rifle and machine gun fire at 107102, bh 
replying for 15 minutes. Action repeated at 1215. hours area ° 
Kissufim. At 1335 hours Egyptian opened machine gun fire on IDF gy 
patrol, pinning down, necessitating artillery fire to extricate. A 
At 1500 hours Egyptian position opened 120 mm mortar fire on ’ 
Kissufim and Ein Bashlosha,-coordinate 093084, IDF opening countgr 
battery fire with artillery. Childeren's house at Kissufim hit 
CAS unreported. At 1630 hours’ Egyptians opened 120 mm mortar fife 
on Nasal Oz, and at 1645 IDF counter. battery artillery fire sil ed 
Egyptian position. Firing ceased at 1845 hours local. Damage oi 
several Israel towns reported. } (e)) 


' _¢ 
Israel CAS stated as 4 military and 2 civilian wounded, 1 civilian 
severly. Journals state 40 Egyptians killed and over 100 wounded , 
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RUE ERIRUT, JSARMA CAIRO, USARMA DAMASCUS, CINCNELM, USCINCEUR, e. 
t CINCUSAF.,, USDOCOSOUTH USDOCOLAND, COFS 8640 DU ASMARA , COMIDEAST w 
To FORCE, COMSIXTHFLIT , STATE DEPARTMENT, “a 
CSUN @ 
Pp U-lée. IDF FLO report as follows: O § 
Ui ; 
— 060800 Egypt opened strong fire region Kissufim. 060900 Heypt Ps a 
OLI opened strong fire region Kissufim, IDF responded with fire . 
ND All times local. Signed QUERY. ‘ 
USIA : 
| x 
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Note:. Advance copy to Mr. Ludlow UNP 4/6/56. o 
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F SENT DEPARTMENT 2004, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY JERUSALEM @) x 
UOP 126, PRIORITY TEL AVIV 237, USUN 63, DAMASCUS, AMMAN, GEIRUT, L 3 
ND PAR|S UNNUMBERED, > 3 
0 7 x a 
‘ OLI PRESS FRONT PAGES "NEW ISRAELI AGGRESSIONS" STATING ISRAELIS 12 
ocp - OPENED FIRE ON EGYPTIAN POSITION 8:00 AM APRIL SIX "IN SPITE OF NI 
USTA CEASE FiRE AGREEMENT -OF APRIL FIVE", FIRING REPORTEDLY HALTED @ 
CIA BY UNITED NATIONS OBSERVER AT EGYPTIAN’REQUEST APPROXIMATELY © 
OSD 10:00 AM. ONE EGYPTIAN SOLDIER KILLED, 
ARMY 
roads ELABORATING ON INCIDENT APRIL FIVE PRESS REPORTED. DEATHS NOW 


63 INCLUDING FOUR SOLDIERS, WOUNDED 102 INCLUDING NINE SOLDIERS, 
DOL  SOM& HOUSES DEMOLISHED GAZA, KHAN YOUNES AND DEIR ALBALAH 
AND BAPTIST AND EGYPTIAN HOSPITALS DAMAGED, PRESS CHARGES ATTACK 
BEGAN WITH EXCHANGE OF FIRE FROM AUTOMATIC WEAPONS WHICH EGYPT IANS 
: IMMEDIATELY RETURNED. ISRAELIS THEN USED ARTILLERY AND a 


GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET ALLOWED CORRESPONDENTS PROCEED GAZA 
BECAUSE, ACCORDING PRESS, "FEELINGS WERE RUNNING HIGH AMONG 
REFUGEES", PRESS REPORTS MAJOR GENERAL RIFAAT (GOVERNOR GEN 
OF GAZA) ISSUED STATEMENT AT FUNERALS * YESTERDAY "THANK: | NG 
POPULATION FOR ITS SELF-CONTROL AND W#!GH MORALE", § 


TEDL 


MUSTAFA AMIN (NASSER CONFIDENT) IN AL AKHBAR GALLED BEN GuR1 6 
"WAR CRIMINAL" AND "MURDERER OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN" WHO HAD © 
ARRANGED "RECEPTION COMMITTEE OF SHELLS AND SKELETONS OF DEARZ 
CHILDREN" FOR "DISCIPLE OF PEACE" (HAMMARSKJOLD), "PUBLIC . 
OPINION IN THIS REGION WANTS TO KNOW WHAT UNITED NATIONS wilt 
UNITED NATIONS SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF "WE START MUTILATING ITS | 
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INNOCENT CHILD AND ENFORCE UNITED NATIONS DECISIONS WITH SAME 
SINCERITY ISRAEL IMPLEMENTS THEM, ALL PEOPLE OF MIDDLE EAST 

ARE ABOUT TO EXPLODE, THEY ALSO WANT GREET UNITED NATIONS DELEGATE 
WITH GUN FIRE", 


AL GUMHOUR! YA SPECULATES THAT ISRAELIS HAVE REDUCED FROM. 
SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE THAT (A) SOME COUNTRIES CHAMPION THEIR 
AGGRESS!ON AND DISREGARD SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS OR 

(B) SECURITY COUNCIL IS REALLY DETERMINED TO "END THE ISRAELI 
COMEDY AND ZIONIST AGGRESSION AGAINST ARABS", AND THAT 
THEREFORE "THEY MAY HAVE LOST THEIR NERVES", 


SENT MESSAGE BURN$“LATE LAST NIGHT STATING, "WE HAVE RECE!VED 
INFORMATION. INDICATING EGYPT INTENDS SEND COMMANDO GROUPS INTO 
ISRAEL, WE REQUEST YOU OBTAIN ASSURANCES. FROM EGYPT!AN GOVERNMENT 
THAT THIS WILL NOT HAPPEN AND THAT CEASE FIRE ALSO APPLIES TO 

ANY COMMANDO ACTIVITIES ON ISRAELI TERRITORY", AL AKHBAR 

SAYS BURNS REFERRED TELEGRAM TO EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES "WHO . 
REFUSED ANSWER", 


SUBJECT OF «Bu RAISED WHEN AL AKHBAR REPORTED SHARETT 


MAJOR SIDQI REPORTS NEW INCIDENT TOOK PLACE TODAY WHEN ISRAEL| 
POSITION AT DAMRA OPENED FIRE ABOUT 6:00 AM AGAINST EGYPTIAN - 
POSITION AT BEET HANOUN (NE OF GAZA), HE SAID SPORADIC FIRE } 
CONTINUED UNTIL ABOUT 10:00 AM WITH NO CASUALTIES, 
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Foreign Ministry official advised Embassy officer that further 
IOP fire exchanges took place along Gaza strip April 7 between 
OCB 0600-0630 hours. He said Egyptian outposts opened rifle and 
CIA machine.gun fire dh IDF observation posts close to border near 
OSD three points of Eres, Nouserat, and Mefalsim. Fire returned 
no casualties reported. Intermittent rifle and machine gun 
fire had also developed .later along strip, but he had no de- 
tails yet. 


He commented that Foreign Minister "greatly concerned” and 
feared Egyptian firing could develop into same pattern 4s 
April 5 with step-wise increase in fire calibre. "We are 
afraid they will use same provocative ‘tactics as before”. 


USARMA spoke with IDF FLO this morning, and was told Israeli 
. Government had "most definite information” that Nasser had 
“ordered Fedayeen activity to begin immediately. Result GOI 
had "very greatly" increased police and IDF patrolling "every- 
awhere", including all borders. 


\fomment" Given excitability both sides in present crisis 
aily firing outbreaks on strip may continue occur. Under 
: euch circumstances they can easily assume major dimensions. 
ae Metabo factor on Israelis may be increasing dismay at Ww 
nfavorable foreign reaction to heavy toll civilian lives ey 
C) 








5 rd concerning which Sabbath news blackout has left me unin- 
x 3 ormed). I do not believe however, this would prevent 

ither strong IDF counteraction on local'‘scale against | re 
= A wpilitary targets if they consider "provocation" has built es od 
un ~~ , 
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ab sufficiently, or violent reaction to Fedayeen terrorist 
activities. 


Still ne signs mobilization, bit for first time my experience 
orthecdsx officials Foreign Ministry working and press state- 


ment released on sachaiar which afford evidence serious assess- 
ment. 


It GOI has stepped up patrolling to extent mentioned the neces- 
samy orders are bound refer to Fedayeen, while case difficult 


tc see how information to be kept secret as related by Sharett 
(EMBTEL L047). 
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fh 
- On evening April 6 Surss gave me comments along following lites 4 is 
0 pe potent his opinions most recent C.zea incidents: (CONGEN §& ay §& 
SCA telegram 401 and previors). The Fgyptians were clearly in t go 
sas wrong during earlier stsses. Burns had warried them on various @) 
OLI occasions against promiscuous shooting across border, stating 
that such ections wouid doubtiess «t some point evoke vigorous and, 


ocB for them, troublesome israeli reaction. He had expressed this view 
USIA at least five different times recently. either to Gohar, Amer, or 
Nasser, Arguments they nad piven him to effect that Egyptian posts 


pos must be allowed ‘fire their q Bore ston owing fear of attack by . 
ARMY approaching Israeli patrols!(whether or not actually across D/ 


Navy were not valid sinse Egyotians hed slso continued firing at 

AIR Israelis in fixed vositions. despite Amer's assurance to Burns 
that he would have this prsctice stopoed. He considered Egypt ites 
themselves responsioie fcr initiating latest spiral of incident 
and reprisals. ' 


a 


While Isrselis initislily hed strong case against Egyptians ate 
had later thrown it away. demonstrating their usual genius for 
putting themselves in the wrong. Burns did not believe Israelis 
‘Slaughter of civiliens om tnis occasion: was result any high-lev 
policy.decision. He cousidered the Israelis had simply blunderd@ 
into ihe situstion through their esgerness retaliate, presumabl : 
in ac.ordsnce with standing orders. Thus, original Egyptian fing 
at pairol and killing tnree soldiers had evolved into series ‘ 
.retaliations and counter-retaliations, included exchanges fire G 
against villages, which had culminated in,unfortunate mortaring 
Gaza town. Owing to population concentrated in Gaza latter acti 
was not at all analogous to shelling of frontier Kibbutz in. open 
country, for instance, although Israeli military personnel may ot 
have borne such fine distinctions very clearly in mind at the ae 
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clear that hospital itself was directly involved. He under- 
stood it was possibly annex to hospital in some other building 
which was hit. Although there was some small arms fire this 
/ morning situation believed generally quiet. Civil population 
? Gaza reported under control. Curfew lifted this morning until 
1600 hours local time today. 


With regard hit on Bapuist Hospital, Burns said it was not - 
} 


If things remain guiet Burns expects proceed Rome April 8. 
. ; COLE 
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“0 Q 
Ss NO: 2013, APR'i 8, 8 PM a E 
G i . o's 3 s 
oF PRIORITY hea @ 
C ia 2 es E 
GUR ‘ ae - 
ns SENT DEPARTMENT 2013, REPEATED INFORMATION JERUSALEM PRIOR sg 
Io TEL AVIV PRIORITY 239, DAMASCUS, AMMAN, BEIRUT, LONDONY, PA “ 
P UNNUMBERED « e 
COP E 
ND B 
0 DEPARTMENT ALSO PASS USUN AS CAIRO'S 65. 2 
OL* : a 
_ FRONT PAGES TODAY HEADL!NED NEW EXCHANGES OF FIRE. GOE SPOKES — 
— “MAN ANNOUNCED THAT FOLLOW!NG DAMRA (REPEAT DAMRA) EXCHANGE > 
ee (EMETEL 2004) !SRAEL! FOP = HAD ATTACKED EGYPTIAN POSITIONS: “SS 
OST: BETWEEN 1300 AND 1340 wii: EGYPTIANS REPLYING IN KIND. SPOKES> 
ARM” MAN ALSO ANNOUNCED JSRAGL! PATROL APPROACHED D/L NEAR KHAN OU'¢ggs 
NAY* (REPEAT KHANYOUNES) AT 1810 AND OPENED AUTOMATIC FJRE ON EG) P RAN 
AIF Peli T SONS NO (REPEAT NO} CASUALTJES AN*..JNCED EXCEPT DEATH O 


OF ONE "PALESTINIAN SOLDIER" WOUNDED Gi APRIL 5. 


sl COND POSITION GIVEN LOUTF} .(REPEAT LOUTF!) LETTER TO S¢ 7 

AGCRIBING TO ISRAEL “OBJECT!VE" SINCE FEBRUARY 28, 1955 or 

"KILLING AS MANY ARABS AS POSSIBLE". CQ 
“ITING eect 


THIRD POSITION GIVEN AP REPORT FROM TEL AVIV . 
SPO“XESMAN'S LIST OF NINE COMMANDO ACTIONS. (SAMPLE ae ee 
"TGYPTILAN.COMMANDOS LESS THAN 40 KILOMETERS SOUTH OF TEL lll 


EQiTORIAL COMMENT LED By ANWAR SADAT (REPEAT ANWAR SADAT) © 
iN AL GUMHOUR!YA. "BEN GUR!ION'S MOTTO HAS ALWAYS BEEN TO QALL 
WITH BARBAR!SM AND SAVAGERY LARGEST POSSIBLE NUMBER OF ARABS-- 
MEN WOMEN AND CHILDREN...» RELYING ON HIS FRIENDS WHO GUARA 
BANN!}NG OF ARMS TO ARAES SO LATTER WOULD REMAIN IN POSITION 
ALLOW PROTEGE BEN GURION KILL. AND OPPRESS THEM... AT EACH OCCUR- 
RENCE-WE HOPED CREATERS OF ISRAEL WOULD REALIZE MUSD BE AN E® 


TO OUR PA*iENCE AND BEN GURION'S HALLUGINATIONS wOURD FAD. 
“ > Reema 
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HOWEVER OUR PATIENCE ONLY SiavED INCREASE HIS TYRANNY, HOS7} 
AND APPETITE FOR BLOOD. JT 1S T!ME THE WRETCH SOBERED UP. 
MASTER BEN GURION YOU WILL WITNESS FOR YOUR SELF POWER AND 
RESOLUTION OF ALL THE ARABS. EGYPT W]LL CRUSH YOU AS SHE 
CRUSHED ALL VAIN AND AMBITIOUS WHO CAME BEFORE YOU". 


SECOND ED!TOR!AL AL GUMHOURIYA "ADDRESSED TO BiG POWERS... WHO 
DO NOT HEAR SEE OR SPEAK.+e 1S BEN GURION YOUR SPOILED CHILD 
NOT TO EE PUN'SHED EVEN IF HE WERE TO KILL... ARABS WILL 
NEVER FORG!VE YOU FOR KEEPING SILENT IN FACE OF TREACHERY". 


AL AKHBAR SPECULATED AS TO REASONS "JSRAELS AGGRESSION" DURING 
PAST DAYS. !T NOTES THEORY REPORTED DAMASCUS THAT ISRAEL SOUGHT 
LURE ARABS \iNTO WAR AND THEREBY "PAVE WAY FOR WESTERN JNTERVEN- 
TION". "iT 1S KNOWN FACT" THAT U.sS. AND FRANCE DO NOT AGREE 
W!TH BRITAIN ON NEED DESPATCH TROOPS TO MIDDLE EAST. "ARAB 
COUNTRIES HAVE CONFRONTED THE AGGRESSJON.wWITH FIRMNESS ALERTNESS 
AND PROPER EVALUATION... WE CANNOT UNDERSTAND HOW U.N. ENVOY 
<i ACCOMPL!SH HiS DUTIES !N TH!S HOSTILE ATMOSPHERE CREATED BY 
SRAEL. WE ALSO DO NOT KNOW WHETHER ISRAEL ACTING ON HER OWN ° 
- ON’ ACCOUNT OF “ANOTHER PARTY AS WELL. TIME HAS COME FOR 
ANSWER THIS QUESTION.” (COMMENT: IMPLICATION IS U.Ke MAY BE 
BEH!ND !SRAEL! ATTACK AS PART RECENT MOVES TO DISCOMFIT NASSER). 
4 
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Doea APRIL 7 AM 2330 HOURS TEKOAH OF FONMIN ADVISED EMB 
OFFICER OF RESUMPTION HEAVY FEDAYEEN ATTACKS GENERALLY ~ 

OSD EMANATING FROM GAZA STRIP. ACCORDING IDF FLO THERE WERE 
THREE CIVILIANS. KILLED, EIGHT CIVILIANS AND EIGHT SOLDIERS 
WOUNDED BUT HE EXPECTS CASUALTY ROLL TO MOUNT WITH MORE COMPLETE 
REPORTS. KNOWN ATTACKS NUMBERED 13 AND WERE DIRECTED AT INDIVIDUAL 
HOUSES, KIBBUTZ INSTALLATIONS, ARMY VEHICLES, CIVILIAN CARS AND 
PEDESTRIANS. .LOC!| WERE ROADS INCLUDING MAIN HIGHWAYS 
MAABAROT YA TRANSIT CAMPS YA, KIBBUTZIM AND TOWNS AT ASHKELON, 
ACHUZAM, NITSANIM AND FALUJA AREA. 


ARMY SPOKESMAN COMMENTED: "COORDINATION OF ATTACKS MAKES IT 
PLAIN THEY WERE CARRIED OUT ACCORDING CAREFULLY PREPARED PLAN 
AND BY PERSONS BASED ON GAZA STRIP. FEDAYEEN CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN 
RESUMED ON MORE SERIOUS SCALE WITH INTENTION MURDERING CIVILIANS, 
TERRORIZING POPULATION, INTERRUPTION TRANSPORT AND SABOTAGING 


WATER SUPPLY." 


FONMIN SPOKESMAN QUOTED APRIL 8 JERUSALEM POST THAT ISRAEL 

HAD URGED FEDAYEEN RAID BE. INCLUDED IN PROPOSED TALKS FOR CEASE 
FIRE ALONG EGYPTIAN BORDER. HOWEVER "CAIRO NEWSPAPER AKHBAR EL- Ahdeags 
SAID EGYPTIANS HAD REJECTED GENERAL BURNS REQUEST TO THAT aie ot 
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OCB Spontaheous Fedayeen attacks by Egyptians exceed in recklessnessy 
USiA. incidence and results thé August 1955 series, which,as opposed @ 
last. night previous’ assaults were 1-3 per night and limited ob- GQ] 
oO scure and "safe" target areas such as isolated orange groves. OQ) 
Present raids achieved "deep penetration" first night at 
Achuzam and Nitsanim. GOI accurately forecast timing of tactic 
(EMBTEL 1049), but so far contrary to prediction most raiders 
seem to have come from Strip instead of Jordan (although Achuzam 
is closer to Jordan). 


\\Possibility Israel reaction as well as timing and magnitude prob- 
vy ably depends on whether raids continue tonight and subsequently. 
If ‘tempo and casualty rate of attacks remain constant, let alone 
jincrease, situation may well deteriorate very rapidly. to same 
stage extreme crisis as before Khan Yunis and additional other 
complicating factor is continuation Egyptian firing across border 
which Israelis combine with Fedayeen outbreak as clear evidence 
REeyptian intention non-observance of cease-fire. In view Shdrett's 
emphasis obtaining cease-fire as first task for Hammanskjold 
(EMBTEL 1048), and his frequent references serious attitude 
toward Fedayeen terrorist activities, Israelis certain actively 
to push their interpretation of Fedayeen raids constituting vio- 
yf lation both GAA and cease-fire. 


( 





“ |[Meanvhile, .arp and critical build-up of public apprehension $4. 
and intensi. consideration by GOI and IDF re effective positiv 
means of meciing Israel's almost defenseless position against’ 
Fedayeen action will continue. However, no apparent change, ih 
mobilization situation as yet. 
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Cc NIAC? et 
EUR a a @ 3 
ve SENT DEPARTMENT 1052, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO PRII'Y 49, & ‘ 
to JERUSALEN 87 > 5s 
USUN . 
Pp Chief, American Division, Foreign Ministry, ‘Herzog, gave me. & 
YOP fol lowing summary of GOZ *account Gen Gurion's conversation 8 
0 thie evening with General Burns. Sharett also present. ~ 
O32 
1. urns said he had sert 5 exhortations to GOE to adopt ceaseM 
Ici ° fire but hed received no. reply. He hoped for reply by tomorrow 
OCL buti.pording its receipt urged restraint by Israelis. 
CIA 


Ber Garon pressesd,for early cease-fire decision. He told 
“Burrs Tepes 1 "must reserve to herself freedom of action if no 
‘unequivocal and unreserved ussurances were obtained from GOE 
that it would refrain from 211 nestile acts and would conform 
*‘o the CAA." Ben Gurten sgreed to wait "until Tuesday" for a 
| reply from Egypt. 
| 3.. Herzeg said, under strictest Injunction of secrecy, that 
‘Turns told Ben Curion iste yesterday afternoon (prior to actual 
5 operations) that he hag received word from Chief UNTSO observer 
AY) in Caza that "Fedayeen would begin" activities. Burns was quoted 
See as saying to Ben Guricr this evening that "if investigation re- 
veaied Feds een cperation had been ordered by GOE, it would can- 
, stitute an act of aggression". 
4 } inesu's visit, has been postroned. Reasons given: (1) Gaza 
Incidert’(&) possible conflict with SYG's visit to area. 


Us, 
ae 








j Poretgn Minister requested that I convey to Department GOI's 
No deep regret that in ei aii shelling of Gaza, Baptist Nissi he 
i was hit by shrapnel. ro) 
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NEA i Rec'd: April 8, 1956 ° ee | | 
FROM: Jerusalem 5:28 p.m. o 
Info P ‘a Ki} uo 
RMR TO: Secretary of State . , & * 8 
; . > ef 
SS ° NO: 404, April 8, 8 p.m. 2B 2 
J | ~ a 
.  oNrac _ aa st 
¢ NIACT Gey 
BUR | | , . . o's 
5 SENT DEPARTMENT 404, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO PRITY 22%5!{ SS my 
TO AMMAN: PRITY 187, BEIRUT PRITY 108, DAMASCUS PRITY 109, Sf @ 3: 
USUN LONDON PRITY*127, PARIS PRITY 119, TEL AVIV PRITY 207. > fi 
P . : 
UOP Reference CONGENTEL 403. ; bad = 
0 . @s 
OL! Burns saw Ben Gurion at 4 o'élock this afternoon. He met h. § ' 
British Consul General and myself thereafter and gave us follow@ 
IOP ing account interview. ol 
OCB o 
CIA Burns found Ben Gurion in a-reasonable frame of mind and stated 
that he had nothing especial to add to’: letter he had sent Ben . 
Gurion this morning. Letter pointed out that Burns had protested: 
Fedayeen activities to GOE and asked their recall assuming they 
were sent into Israel by Egyptian authorities. Letter mentioned’ 
that extent casualties caused by Gaza shelling had shocked world &. 
opinion and urged Israel refrain any further retaliations, especial- 
ly since Egypt has now put herself in position of, in fact she 
ordered Fedayeen raids. . Ben Gurion expressed idea that Burns should 
endeavor obtain unconditional "cease-fire" from Egyptians. He 
stated that Israelis willing wait until 1200 hours local time: 
April 10 for obtainment GOE undertaking that effect. Unless GOE 
accepted this proposition by foregoing deadline, Israel would 
"yeserve its liberty of action." Burns suggested that in int sts 
accuracy proposed undertaking should specify observance artic 
II paragraph 2 GAA in its entirety rather: than "cease-fire." ec. 
Gurion agreed *an ndicate prepared give such an underta a fan 
Burns has sent telegram to Fawsi recounting above and asking = 
whether Nasser prepared give undertaking in question as soon 4 
possible and not later than time limit stated. 
With reference UNTSO investigation Fedayeen activities Colonel = ez 
Hommel informed me at 1700 local time today that observers hav@| 
confirmed blowing up of tractor and water tower Ashkelon. area = 
and hand-grenade attack against house same vicinity, with.kill 
One, woman and injuries two childreyji. Observers have also report 
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railway track end bridge as blown up plus ambusna of army: vehicis 
However, no complaints received from Israel naepaevEng latter | 


incidents. Investigations lai 
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mw 
Embassy called by Israel Foreign Minister at 072330. with statement™® 3 
"Fedayeen Act breaking out all over". IDF flo states following > Ei 
act to 080030: 072100 at point 10km South of CR Faluja-Irag { = 2 
Sweidan car ambushed but exact number wounded not known. 072850 * 
grenades thrown into Kibbutz Nitzanim -- no further details agsilapfies 
s 





072140 water pipes blown up ntimber Ashkelon. 072140 pedestri 
on way to Maabara Ashkelon ambushed -- number wounded not known. 
072150 army truck on road Beersheba-Faluza shotup-two soldiers 
wounded. 072150 two civilians on road Faluza-Iraq wounded-one 
probably dead. 072150 tractor shed near Nitzana damaged by grenades- 
no casualties. 072150 Kibbutz Nitzana shotup -- no casualties. 

072150 pedestrians on road to Migdal Maabara shotup -- number wounded 
not known. 072200 civilian truck shotup north of Shuval-one dead, one 
wounded. 072215 car shot up near Achuzam-three wounded, car burned. 
072315 car ambushed three km south of Awja-no casualties. 


9Se=¥ 


pS 

7% J 

\ Comment: Multiple simultaneous Fedayeen attacks on main highways, 
~ Kibbutzim, Maabarot and towns display recklessness and incidepge 
“ far exceeding past pattern. August 1955 series limited 1-3 pe 


\ night and aithed obscure target areas such as isolated orange ¢g es. 
‘yCoftinuance current casualty rate means August 1955 record wil e 
ex¢eeded in two-three days. SIGNED QUERY — — 
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until midsummer before starting a war. He believed that Nasser's present desire was to 
.Stimilate a demand among his own people that'he use his airpower against Israel. 
é 

eae de Israel Arms Procurement. Mr. Allen asked if the Israelis had received any word from 
Ottawa. Mr. mban replied not since last Thursday when the Israel Ambassador there had 
been informed that the Israel request to purchase 2) F-86 jet aircraft would be discussed 
by the Canadian Cabinet. Mr. Allen informed Mr. Eban that the Department had late on 
Friday informed the Canadian Ambassador that the UeSe would have no objection to Canada's 
selling these planes to Israel. Mr. Allen said there were two aspects to the Canadian 
position. One was a sudden manifestation of a desire to await UseSe leadership. This 
was an interesting and touching development which had taken place in the U.X. and France 
as well. Oddly enough, Messrs. Eden, Mollet, and Pierson had from time to time indicated 
in public utterances the determination of their Governments to pursue independent 
policies in one matter or another, In this particular problem, however, there seemed to 
be a disposition to see what the UeSe would do. The U.S. was drawn into these trans- 
actions only by such questions as the off-shore procurement program, UeSe patent arrange- | 
ments, etc. The UeSe had been aware that its position with respect to the Israel arus 
request had had the effect of a de fa Western embargo on Israel. In order to make it 
clear that we felt the question of arms to Israel was a matter for each 
individual country to decide, we had been willing to make sure that the technical problems 
raised by OSP and license matters would not became obstacles to the sales. What would 
work in Israel's favor was that there now seemed to be developing a commercial competition 
to supply arms to Israel among Canada, France and Italye 


Mre Eban said that with respect to Italy, Israel had asked to purchase F-86 aircraft 
there as well. Mr. Allen pointed out that this transaction was a bit different from that 
of the Mysteres. The F-86's which Italy might furnish were not, wholly Italian aircraft, 

- but aircraft assembled by Italians fran UeS. components. Mr. Eban stated that the 
Italian Foreign Office had told the Israelis that the Italians had sought U.S. permission 
Sets tae Tenn te ee oe Mre Allen said that to the best of his 
knowledge the Italians had not in fact formally requested such permission from the U.S. 

“He would, at an early opportunity, point out to the Italian Ambassador that Israel 
representatives have advised the U.»S. that the Italians have stated they were seeking 
UeSe permission for this transaction . 

Mre Eban asked that the UeSe liiias Neg: Skt Wille Wee Wesbtegs ceed Mee sale 
lines as the Secretary's discussions in Washington with the Canadian Foreign Minister. 

In the course of the discussion he indicated that Israel so to reach a fighter 
strength of 72 jet aircraft: 2) Mysteres from France; 2h F si from Canada; 12 F-86'8 
from Italy and 12 from the UsSe 
Messrs. Eban and Shiloah also raised in some detail the outstanding uests for 
export licenses for spare parts, trucks, aircraft engines, and the like. » Allen under=- 
took to look into these matters. 


Mre Shiloah thought: it would be useful if a high ranking officer of the Department 
could be entrusted with | matters relating to Israel arms procurement. 
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Fr . BS) 
UOP Colonel Ely, representative of General Burns Cairo, returned a o 
0 ' today from trip Jerusalem and Gaza. Following is his impressiog, g 
| OLT recent sequence events based,on his own observation and detailey 2 
' conversations wit!i Colonel Bayard, American Chairman E-I P+ Ow 
IOP : 7 ° 
OCB 1. Israelis made special effort draw attention problems in- a 


CIA filtration during coming harvesting season (Tel Aviv 1031). 


ARMy 2. Incigent Aprii 3 (Tel Aviv 1036 and Jerusalem 398, paragraph 
NAVY 2) may actually have taken place on DL or ig Egyptian territory. 


3. “Retaliation” shelling Gaza April 4 preceded by intensifi- 
cation patrolling close DL under "provocative" circumstances. 


4, Bayard learned from Egyptian military source that decision 
had been made send 700 commandos into Israel as retaliation for 
ahs shelling. Bayard immediately informed Burns (Tel Aviv 1052, 


~ paragraph 3). ‘ 4 


| 


e rt Perhaps as result Burns message Fawzi re commandos (Jerusal 

. }403 and EMBTEL 2004) number sent sharply reduced. Bayard beliefs 

> |commandos did not start out from Gaza strip itself but probabl 
crossed border south Al Auja ®r perhaps between Al Auja and Gaza 

He Orie: Ely noted Lt. Colonel Mustafa, officer in charge comma 
training, now in Gaza strip but stated he apparently there "to 
receive reports" rather than to direct operations. 





my & 
fa 6. Israeli request cease fire even if accepted by Egyptians may 
fi ~Plnot be able be carried out filly since commandos carry no commun- 
a ications equipment and may well remain Israel beyond. cease fire 
o «& date which, according Ely has been set by Burns at nogy_ April ll 
. & [with GOE acceptance to be communicated Burns prior Mopfapril 10. 
° ° E | : on ia 
ls 7. In thts =  gpropucriogRom THis 
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7. In tnis case new Israeli move can be ‘expected (perhaps 
night April 11-12). Move might have nature hit and run 
attack on Khan Younes pattern. Ely and Bayard speculate 
attack would not be toward Rafah but perhaps further north 
in region.Gaza itself. “ 


8. They expect that in this case Egyptians woutd send more 
commandos into Israel: ° 


9. Situation Gaza including refugees was calm yesterday. 

No sign military build-up Gaza strip although probably Egyptian 
positions south Rafah being strengthened. No dramatic build- 
up Israeli side but UN observers sense mounting preparedness 
"for something". 

10. No clear understanding in UNTSO.as to Israeli motivation 
behind recent chain incidents but considerable speculation it 
involved Hamuarskjold's trip. According Ely, Hammarskjold had 
not as of Sunday given UNTSO any indication 'steps he proposed 
take in immediate resent. 
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FY! ONLY, an (LY __ oute ms ee 
IN VIEW FACT COMMANDOS! NORMALLY OPERATE WITHOUT COMMUN | CATJONS 
EQUIPMENT EFFECTIVE CE|ASE FIRE MOST UNLIKELY NEXT 48 HOURS, 
| AM NOW CONVINCED ON ‘EXCELLENT AUTHORITY THAT iF ISRAELIS 
STAGE ANOTHER ATTACK AGAINST EGYPTIAN FORCES IN RETALIATION FOR 
CURRENT EGYPTIAN ..COMMANDO AC TIVITIES EGYPTIANS WILL RESPOND 
\ “ON SCALE WHICH WILL SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCE POSSIBILITY OF AVOIDING 
FULL SCALE CONFLICT, REQUEST ALL ADDRESSEES SCRUPULOUSLY 
OBSERVE FYI ONLY RESTRICTION, 
HOWEVER, | DO THINK iY IMPORTANT. ISRAEL!S BE ADV|SED WE THINK ' wt 
WAR LIKELY OCCUR IF THEY STAGE ANOTHER KHAN YUNIS OR SIMILAR | . 
STRONG ATTACK AGAINST GOE FORCES “AND THAT ONLY. CHANCE REDUCING - 
DANGER FULL SCALE WAR LIES. IN ISRAELIS CONCENTRATING ON COUNTERING 
COMMANDO ACTIVITIES AND IN ACHIEVING SUFFICIENT SUCCESS TQ i 
_ WITHSTAND PRESSURE FOR SECOND ROYND RETALIATION, : “4 ; 
4 2 ; 
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Wedayeen attack continued night April 8-9. Following details 
according IDF FLO : Locations: North of Affula, Shfar Am Shafi 
(NW Negev) Galon, Moshav Itzhak (between Ashkelon-Rehovot) Mekorot 
labor camp near Nitzana, Yad Mordechai Givat Am and Nabi Rubin 
Israell casualties: One dead, six wounded. FLO claimed one 
Fedayeen killed, one wounded near Yad Mordechai, and Israel police 
engaged band "12-12" Fedayee at Nabi Rubin, on coast near Rishon 
Le Zion. Among unusual security measures taken was closure Jerusalem/ 
Tel Aviv road to night traffic, stranding several hundred persons 

in Jerusalem who left there to commemorate memorial for Jewish victims 
of Nazis. Apparently most minor roads'in:- country also closed. ° 
According to Foreign Ministry measure imposed both to avoid civilian 
casualties and |to facilitate military control. Jerusalem's last 

Tel Aviv road reopened at dawn. 


Comment: Nabi Rubin closest (12 kms) to Tel Aviv ever achieved by 
¢ Fedayeen. 


Difficult to say whether Shfar 4m and,Affula attacks in Galilee denote 
(1) participation local Arébs c@ught in enveloping psychology or (2)* 
infiltrating raiders from Syria or Jordan. View Shfar Am's distante 
from border even latter interpretation implies possibility assistance 
from local Arabs, so they stand to face increasingly severe cont:'9l 
measures either case. 


Israeli killing Arab civilians April 5 in Gaza may well genera t@)} 
family "blood feuds" stimulating scattered retalidtions agains 

Jews which at times will be indistinguishable from "Fedayeen" aftacks, 

| and which may not (repeat not) be susceptible formal Egyptian c rol. 

This connectign every Israeli Arab village contains relatives G ) 

strip residents who may reject similarly as names victims become own. 


LAWSON rz) ee 


ae 


‘ > rl 
: ii a | - _nePropybrion nba ite 
- 6525) CONFIDENTIAL | COPY IE GAMGSIFIED, ies 
PERMANENT ©" a ; PROHIBIT! 
RECORD COPY « This copy must be returned to R /R central files with notation rT takene 


4 
ice thn ne 


INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of Stee MRM 








33 : ANCLASSIFIED g& 3 
. ‘ @ co u 
Action Control : 4298 *s oii 
NEA Rec'd: April 9, 1956 Ys 
FROM: wel zviv 10:48 a.m. 5 
Info : oO) = 
RMR TO: Secretary of State a y 
SS ia 1057, April 9 ) e 
G , A "s ow 
SP fs Sah 
C PRIORITY > : 
EUR 
ods SENT DEPARTMENT 1057 REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 551, JaRUSALEM : 5 HI 
Io UNNUMBERED. _ = 
USUN © 8 
a PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIRFORCE. a 
ND IDF Foreign Liaison Officer informed USARMA 1600 rl today ® 
0 that nine Fedayeen were killed and three- taken orisoner today 
eos in engagements with IDF patrols as acai 
os Yad Mordechai -- 2 killed, 1 captured; 
B 
re Nir Galim (north of Askelon) -- 5 killed; 
OSD  Lachish -- 2 killed and 2 captured. 
ARMY 
AIR IDF reports that total Israel casualties- caused by Fedayeen 
NAVY since beginning of activities Saturday evening were six killed 
and 21 wounded. Mortalities included one killed today in 
engagement at Nir Galim. | 
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OLI Following is substance rr press release April 8: 


OCB "UN observers have been investigating attacks and acts sabotage 
USIA perpetrated last night (7 April) in Israeli territory by groups 
CIA infiltrators. Mt 


A sector roughly delineated by a line starting trom Migdal to 
Faluja to the East and Showal to the South has been so far sur- 
veyed. Out of eight separate Israeli complaints Suna eee on 
7 April, 5 were investigated by UN on 8 April. 


(1) Ohservers found that a woman has been killed, one girl of 
‘10 and a boy of 16 wounded by two hand grenades thrown into 
a house at Migdal. 


996 - *./ VB ° vig 


(2) Observers were shown one heavy tractor damaged, a water 
pumping station and a railway bridge damaged. 


(3) Observers found the water tower of Ashkalon damaged by 
explosives. 


(4) Observers saw a small secthon of the railroad track Tel 
Aviv-Beersheba blown up. 


(5) Observers interrogated a wounded passenger of a land rover. 


Statements of some of the 15 wounded were taken by observers. > 
Israeli authorities reported that 4 people were killed durimg i. 
the raids. — re 3 a 
. 2 
Investigation proceeding." ror XS 
: os < 
COLE a ee 
- 7 LASSIFTED | REPRODUCTION FROM. ris | 
PERMANENT = ET cory IF CLASSIFIED, Is” 


RECORD COPY e This copy must be rotirned to RM/R central files with notation " PP etion takewe 


INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State sce 


OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Control: 
Rec'd: 





FROM: Jerusalem 


TeVag 


TO: Secretary of State 


NO: 407, April 9, 4 p.m. a 


PRIORITY 





SENT DEPARTMENT 407, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY CAIRO a29 , 
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At 1500 hours local time April 9 UNTSO had received reports From 
EIMAC of following Fedayeen-type incidents which occurred. n t 
of April -8 according complaints lodged by Israeli MAC delegate: 


996-¥/V¥S°vL9 


1. Marauders threw grenades into house at Moshav Shafir north 
of Ashkelon, wounding one child. 


2. Marduders also entered 'Moshav Shitufi Masuot Itzhak and threw 
hand grenades. 


5. In firefight between Israeli security forces and marguders 


‘one marauder killed. 


4, Marauders attacked pipe-layers camp near Nitzanim settlemen 
One man killed, three wounded. 


5. Well blown up near Gevar-am. 7 
6. Electric light pole blown up in settlement Geza strip area 5 


7. Command car blown up by mine at Beerotin, same area. 

Israeli MAC delegate’ said he could not (repeat not) give exact 
times above incidents in most cases, but these would be develo 
by investigations, which are in progress. According UNTSO obsegyers 
have reported seeing body alleged Fedayeen (incident number 3 

and. one dead body and oné badly wounded man (incident number 
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Amembassy LONDON 549 8°6 


Amembassy PARIS 3 ves . 
Amembassy BAGHDAD (V UCH) 
USUN NEW YORK (VIA POUCH) | 


Your 2021. Lr4sde | 4A : 


1. USG has made clear to Israelis at highest level on several occa 


co 
in past few weeks that major reprisal raid could risk general outbreak -ef4 
hostilities. 


04 De 


4 


2. IG advises Department they conducting extensive operations against 
Fedayeen. 

3. You might wish +e suggest ‘ GOE +het they advise Burns of 
willingness teaccept cease fire but practical problems involved require 
brief extension of time limit, as indicated reftel, 


Lille. MULLES 
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Mr. Simpson said he had been present at a dinner which the Egyptian Ambassadoy Uj 
and his wife had given for Ambassador Jefferson Caffery. Only the four of them ey) 
been present. Mr. Simpson said that the Ikgyptian Ambassador was preoccupied by two . 
questions in the following order: 


1. Nasser's general position in the Near East as a result of the Israeli attack) 
on Gaza. The Ambassador feared that it would be essential for Nasser to take some UC 
counter action to restore. his position.’ ior the time’ being, however, he thought it ™ 
a good sign that Nasser was speaking in moderate terms and was placing emphasis on = 
UN activities for a cease-fire and observation of the general armistice agreement. = 

At 2. British and Zionist propaganda would have an effect upon the Department 
\ ’ and would bring about a change in. U. S. policy toward igypt. 


Describing the wife of the Egyptian Ambassador -as well informed and thoughtful 
_Mr. Simpson said that she had observed during dinner that the, receipt of U. S. arms 
‘'by Israel would be significant politically as well as militarily. She was convinced 
‘ that Israel was as interested in U. S. political support as it was in guns and tanks. 
We had also observed Egypt, by tod active support of the Nationalists in French Nor@h> 
Africa, would be making enemies needlessly. In other words, the !rench North Africer 
countries would continue their efforts Yor self- determination without open Egyptians 
aid. eg L~ 
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yx by 
OLT Department's telegram 245%. - g 
; 
Have urgeu Nasser speak to Hammarskjold along line paragraph a Hy 
three, reference telegram, and believe there good chance hg. db = 
© may agree cease fire under these conditions. :: as 
cand. 
BYROADE Oo 
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Note: Mr. Bergus' office (NE) and Mr. Ludlow's office (UNP) 
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EUR arm 7) |\ , , so m @ o 
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> PRIORITY 132, TEL AVIV PRIORITY 243, USUN 69, DA US, AMMAN, > . 
vop BEERUT, LONDON, PARIS UNNUMBERED. . ; QE 
OLI Press continues headline activities of "Egyptian Commandos" yes- * a 
OCB terdey and"Commandos" (today) as reported by.Israeli spokesm is & 
SIA and wire agencies from Israel. All papers front-paging maps § og 
ot showing incursions. GUMHOURIYA and ALAHKBAR front-paged yes t%- a - 
335 day gruesome pictures of Gaza casualties. Test air-raid warn RES) 
ARMY conducted Saturday and Sunday nights and Monday morning. Atl 
NAVY officers! leaves cancelled, unit commanders ordered rejoin their 


i units, all units on training exercises ordered return their 
mens reguler stations. 


Sadat in GUMHOURIYA April 9 called Egypt victim conspiracy 

by America, Britain, France. However, Egypt has powerful ally 
in Soviet Union. Those who say Soviets seek introduce Communism 
in Middle East are "traittors and enemies of Arabs and agents 
foreign states". Soviets and bloc are only states who have de-. 
fended Arab causes and "who have not conspired against Egypt or 
supplied Israel with arms to massacre refugees". American in- 

‘ sistence on original text her resolution makes conspiracy eleay: 
Situation in Middle East should be described as tense; then 
Israeli should act to make it so;" then America, Britain and m& 
France can intervene to safeguard their imperialist interests. Qs 
We now know our friends and our enemies. We have no alternatt 
but to show friendship to those for us and hostility to those F 


ju 


against us". 


Second editorial GUMHOURIYA April 9 entitled "where is S curit 
Council?" said UN adopted decision send Hammarskjold onjy. wh 

lt was conscious of Arab force threatening Israel. SC Hecomes 
tangibie fact when free gain upper-hand; it becomes illusion "when- 
ever tyrants, pirates and highwaymen hold them victims at bay... 
Egypt holds world to witness SC and UN harbor injustice, inequity p 
and aggression, the allegation of SC regarding peace Galy-ilagger | 
to stab Arabs but dagger will come to rest in heart Idvae and /s 
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=~ O37 best! FO, 8 pom, EerociieLps 
ty g@ .'-.pecte-+ ten--ttpertaltet states, Security Council and 
; ‘ 
AY AtmMAM edit-stelived elryg eene Weer --"c -tence UN very sir- 
‘sp - 300. hence ci Dmpertel tes. wes UN think all well with 
2 ee Pye Be 1 wee With Tsraelo" 


7" wt kk + dav }etled commardes ae "our SC and IN. They under- 
ove Pat be? Hee aggressor ©% long as "N judges hesitate in ex- 
e ++? g pe-terse -1 criminals ... every attack on borders will 
he ret .red by attack inside borders. Commandos will undertake 
teal TY and SO until they eome to life" 


iM AT greeted Memarek jo 1d with charge "tersion in Middle 
eet wae ft: verted ta safeguard Tesrael from Arab giant". It 
i 5" eet Ke VTsnaed tad i pper-hand" but only after 


"e~' eere deal. 
Sadat iv (UMHOURT IA continued combined attack Britain and 
rest .-uleriy Beltish prone but changed tune towards America. 
e.peetsed Fiserbower's announcement of "futility arming israel" 
« | vel sal “tle US to imperialist chariot" (1.e., concur in 
“elite. am) -Nacser campaign). "We Arabs welcome all who seek 
-deretard cur course. We should-like shake hands all those 
te reepect our freedom and will. We will welcome liberal 
ivartoer, poliey: freed from zionist influence and refraining 
fame poivicg imperialism and domination. We. hope Eisenhower will 
ye ,rivileged set such policy". 


Ae Dog" eetton meaning oy course", Sadat said "Nothing will 

~+ + “eaeer from smashing Israel. This means extermination of 
“reelis, a fact which State Department does not ‘Comprehens and 
tt] t+ does peace cannot be established". 


ment; Referenve Anwar Sadat editorials. Sadat one of few 
cvitera Feyrt vhoge articles not subject to prior censorship. 
jascer alied ~y attention yesterday to first Sadat article 
before I had k: «ledge of it. Stated he much upset about article 
wtiobh yea “serpy bad” Said be had reprimanded Sadat. We have 
leard tr formation that, there was considerable discussion yester- 
‘day betseen Nasser and his confidants as to what to do about 
Sedat ard article, and assume his somewhat changed tune (at, least 
as regards Arertca) in second article may be result. Am told 
Sadat's only defense was that he had personally neither written 
mov geen first article prior to publication. 
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IO SENT DEPARTMENT 1059, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 352, JEBUSAE i LAE 
P UNNUMBERED. Fe) 
UOP gl 
Orr PASS OSD, ARMY, NAVY AND AIR FORCE. * . Oo 
OCB FEDAYEEN ATTACKS APRIL NINTH-TENTH SUBSEQUENT TO THOSE PREVIOUSLY 
USIA REPORTED AS ANNOUNCED'BY IDF FLO TO USARMA NUMBERED TWELVE MOSTLY 
CIA CONCENTRATED AREA NEAR GAZA STRIP. ISRAEL! CASUALTIES, ONE KILLED, 


PERMANENT 


THREE. WOUNDED ONE--ADDITIONAL FEDAYEEN CAPTURE BRINGING TOTAL TO 
FOUR. SEVEN OF LAST NIGHTS ATTACKS WERE OF SABOTAGE CHARACTER 


IND+Ae ESO. AGAINST WATER PIPES AND PUMPS. ' 


MORNING PRESS CARRIES "CONFESSIONS" OF FEDAYEEN ALLEGEDLY MADE 
PRESENCE UN OFFICERS. ACCORDING JERUSALEM POST CAPTIVES "STATED 
WERE SENT INTO ISRAEL EARLY EVE APRIL SIX CROSSING LINES NEAR BEIT 
HANUN SOUTH YAD MORDECHAI! AFTER SQUADS BRIEFED IN GAZA BY CAPT 
MUSTAFA GAMSH OF EGYPTIAN ARMY. THEY RECEIVED ORDERS BLOW UP 
BRIDGES MURDER ISRAELIS MINE ROADS AND SHOOT TRAFFIC. KILLERS 
INSTRUCTED TO RETURN GAZA STRIP,!F NOT POSSIBLE, TO/MOVE EAST 


CROSS IN TO JORDAN" 


MILITARY CORRESPONDENT YEDIOTH HAYOM WRITES IDF HAS CHANGED 

TACTICS COUNTERING FEDAYEEN. HEAVY TRAPS BEING PLACED ON JORDAN 
BORDER TO CATCH FEDAYEEN AT EGRESS FROM ISRAEL AND .""ENTIRE SOUTH 
OF COUNTY BEING FURTHER SYSTEMATICALLY COMBED. MILITARY AUTHORI- 
TIES HOPE TO CONVERT FEDAYEEN, ACTION INTO TOTAL FAILURE ." ef 
RADIO ISRAEL ANNOUNCED MILITARY GOURT PRONOUNCED DEATH SENTENCE | *™! 
ON SINGLE FEDAYEEN CAPTURE IN JANUARY TRIED AND FOUND GUILTY r 
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Ss 


UNCLASSIFIED 


> 


lis 


INCOMING TELEGRAM | Depart ment of State faction cory 
" / a yy a) 








48 SECRET 
Action Control : 5408 es = 
NEA— Rec'd: 

FROM: TEL AVIV ™ APRIL 11, 1956 (3 a 
Info , 3:41 AM 5 a Mo ° zg es | 
RMR TO: Secretary of State , —“peprase ado 
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Io SENT DEPARTMENT .1061. REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 353, by 
0 AMMAN 145, DAMASCUS 172, BEIRUT 22, ; 
OLI 145; 12,5 < @ 
cra PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIR, / - | ™ 
OSD ‘ . 5 a= Qa 
ARMY IDF FLO GAVE USARMA FOLLOWING ACCOUNT FEDAYEEN BASED ON os 
NAVY. =PRISONER INTERROGATION AND FIELD INTELLIGENCE: HEADQUARTERS: oO 
AIR MAIN POLICE STATION, GAZA, — 0) 


ORIGIN AND ROUTES; FROM GAZA STRIP (1) TOWARDS NORTH, (2) 

FROM DEIR EL BALAH AREA TOWARDS EAST, FROM JORDAN (3) 

FROM HEBRON AREA WEST, (4) FROM JENIN AREA NORTH, Bea 1 GROUP 
LONG RANGE OPERATIVES; OTHERS PENETRATE, OPERATE, AND RETURN 
OVERNIGHT, 


COMPOS IT ION; BANDS OF .3-7. MIXED PALESTIN!AN/JORDAN | AN 





AND PALEST INLAN/EGYPT1AN, MANY FELLAHEEN |!NCLUDED WHO 
~ "RELATIVELY USELESS" AND IMMEDIATELY "TELL ALL" WHEN CAUGHT, 
(7 NOT EGYPTIAN TRAINED NATIONAL GUARDSMEN, BUT SEPARATE UNITS 
oe SPECIAL COMMAND, 


afin ESTIMATED 200 ENTERED ISRAEL FIRST NIGHT, NOW MAIN-- 





~ TAINED ABOUT 100 PER: DAY, !NCLUDING BOTH NOVERNIGHTERS" AND % 
"$-ONGRANGERS",  1DF "POS TT IV " NUMBER DAILY ENTRIES HAS , 


a 50 PERCENT, 


FDOD; NO FOOD FOUND ON FEDAYEEN, “SUPPOS IT ON THEY REL Se ete 
(A) FOOD CACHES ALREADY MADE BY INFILTRATING SPIES, OR BB 

a EALING, "NOT ONE STITCH EVIDENCE LOYAL ARABS ARE —_ 

ABS |STANCE", 


royed in lay 
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ea Me ROM ~FT AN PAY 
a ? y ‘ ov GY 


Cte We be . oy OTE, DETONATORS AND 

MATS 407, irk, . ea: » TISTINCTIVE MATS, 

PROGKGT fhe f: ‘ange R Rive Vv SPR? GROR RAIDS Weel 

FONT HIE PECL GONG SCALE 23 TAK Usd Of ONGRANGERS" 

PrTURN, 4 SY IDENGH “BLOOD F EUG PRIVATE KILLINGS, THOUGH 
flit POtSIB Ee, ' 


COMMENT: ABOVE DATA GIVEN PRANKLY AND 1S PROBABLY U, 
LONS IIDERABLE ACCURACY, 


ISRAELIS COMFORTED BY KILLING 10, CAPTURING 4 FEDAYEEN FOR 
“OLLOW!NG REASONS: (A) CONFESS IONS OF PRISONERS FURNISH 
"ORMAL PROOF FGYF) 1AN IMPLICATION TO UN3.(B) DEATH SENTENCE 

2 78 YEAR OLE EDAYSFN CAPTURED IN JANUARY AND EXCESSIVE 

a Atty BATT WILL SERVE AS DETERRENTS TO FUTURE OPERATIONS; 
"C’ FLSULTS MAY INDICATE ISRAELIS TO SOME EXTENT HAVE "FOUND ’ 
ANSWER" TO HITHERTO BAFFLING FEDAYEEN PROBLEM BY DEVICE "THICK 
PATRO' LING" WHICH NOW WORK!NG UP TO COVERAGE LITERALLY EVERY 
QUARF MIL= OF NONUURBAN ISRAEL; AND DELTA, UNFAVORABLE 
CASUALTY RATION WILL ROB. FEDAYEEN TACTIC OF NIMBUS OF SUCCESS 
iB Wane OF ME (REPEAT. MF) ARABS, 'DISCREDITING NASSER, AND PRE- 
SENTING. HIM WITH SECOND HUMIL LAT LON (GAZA ARAB CASUALTIES 
eee FIRST) WITHIN FEW DAYS, 
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TO: Secretary of State —, 
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NIACT —* ai 1 + | 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 1062; REPEATED INFORMATION NIACT CA 354, a, | 
JERUSALEM 89, DAMASCUS 173, AMMAN 146, BETRUT 243, BAGHDAD 52, A 
LONDON 311, PARIS 235, USUN 30. a : 
NOFORN. . 
Believe-GOI under no illusions re danger war in staging strong ie 41 
attack against GOE forces. It is concentrating every effort Bt. by 
on countering Fedayeen terrorist activities and with some successg !: || 


e: 
85 


Therefore, believe developments last 24 hours have reduced dange 
of precipitate action by GOI. Initial successes IDF/police 
countermeasures against, Fedayeen have brought noticeable re- 
laxation. If trend of successful defense continues emotional 
impact of raids on man-in-street will further .ease and ex- 
tremists (including Herut) will lose large potential for in- 
citement. 


> ps 


los 


— aan 


scot 


GOI fully aware difficulty for Nasser communicate with Fedayeen 

operators in Israel especially "long-range" groups and possi- ; 
bility of short delay transmission his recall orders. However, / 
GOI will assume those Fedayeen-making tightly incursions there- ‘ 





‘PERMANENT 


- Straint would not endure much strain placed on it by Nasser's 


after returning to bases in.Arab territory (whom it estimates 
constitute .about 75 percent present totaly are within reach GOE 


control. 
As indicated Embassy talesren 1063, Ben Gurion's — and re- ( 
failure to exercise his control of this element. : 
Think best prospect for continued reduction threat of hostili- 


cease-fire and adherence to Article II, GAA. 


ties lies in Egyptian assent to) Hammerskjold/Burns request for : 
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TO: Secretary of State - ear a. 

NO: 1063, AprillO, 8. p.m. (SECTION ONE OF TWO) are S| 
at) 
ov \ 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 1063, REPEATED INFORMATION NIACT CAIRO 538, 
PARIS 236, LONDUN 312, AMMAN 147, DAMASCUS 174, BEIRUT 244. 


v/VVS°vlLe 


I delivered President's letter to Ben Gurion at his Tel Aviv 
office at 11 o clock this morning. He looked tired from strain. ! 


of recent days and spoke very quietly but nevertheless force+ —_ 

fully and in sanner revealing he is still personally very much ? ie 

in control situation. Olio! 
oQ— 


He said he would convey letter's content to his colleagues as 
soon as pessible probably tomorrow and because it was from 
American 2-resident it would be given serious consideration it 
therefore deserved. Personally, however, he found message most 
disappointing. He could not believe President fully realized 
situation in which whole population was daily terrorized. (I 
injevted comment that I was confident President well aware of 
terrorist character of Fedayeem operations within Israel.) He 
said he would really like to know what we thought his people 
should do. If people of US terrorized by neighboring countries... 
by marauders sent by neighboring government... would they be 
expected just to take it? There no doubt Fedayeen sent by 

Nasser. | 


Perhaps he could ask President of US but he would ask me "would C 
you expect us just to take it"? Right of self-defense is first LT . 
right of human beings. ; 


He spoke at léngth of difficulties of effective defense agutust ! 
Fedayeen. It not possible to accompany everybody everywhere and 
against such tactics people wouldn't be safe if accompanied by whole | 
company or battalion. j 


He could not tell his people’ they must, sit helplessly by. They 
wanted to know why Nasser cofild not be told that he was aggressor ms 
and would be dealt with as aggressor. » 


Ben Gurion recalled his conversation with Burns (Jerusalem 404 
to Department) in which he asked Burns to urge unconditional 
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Le SseRRT 
- 2°65, April 10, 8 p.m. (SECTION ONE OF TWO), from Tel Aviy. 
eace-firte fr ™ Eeyptiays. urns had asked him to exercise 


ec'reint tor a+-hcurs Ben Guricr stating that: he replied he 
—@ weit -stil moon Aprtl 19 sr 48-houre. It was Burms who 


ed s ggested cease-fire was nbt enough but request should 


re i*feelly inelwde cbservercé Article Ii, paragraph 2 of 


ta %. Tre e tiretv. He said in enother half-hour (it was then 
» . '. @ : - 


\ 


t* gees 
yr Dee: 


“Oe B8. ~ebaror,) Tsrael knew they planning something 


[35. id have expired, | 
sels te toe, there was battalion of Fedayeeén near Gaza and 
trern re “this kind of people" were based in all countries 
wo  ~disg. Israel, (He specifically named Egypt, Jordan, 
against 


f {" elthc gh they had not been able to find out just what. 


mé « relecu Pedeyeen inc .rsions from,Jordan even though rev 
“me se> { Arab Legicn had, said he opposed to such tactics. 
.-sd bee: prepered to’ believe nfs and believé him now (in- 
> being that Jordan-based Fedayeen under Egyptian rather 
“dentar, control). | : 


+ I informed him that we deing all possible to get 


- 
Lf. thie pH 
™ “ae8 Fonee to cease-fire and stop Fedayeen terrorism and 


‘reside t 
feel -ubligea 


. 


“ + Se 


Ber yet ee ret 


asser |, ed addressed personal letter to Nasser who should 


to regard it most seriously. 


led he saw no reason why Nasser would take it 

: “peobta lining help from Moscow and he knows Secretary 
“4. «¢ Said Nasser was only trying preserve his in- 

‘ofused arms to Israel. For similar reasons 

' real hope of Hammarskjold's mission. After 


‘- State who *% 


: ee er aA: 
ae lg ‘id ra attenticn to man with much greater 

tere aookad envoy of President Eisenhower, . 

—s ee arerselt rot te accept advice of President of US- but 
aa sretiaed Trees ith ell fis responsibilities simply could 
4 ee e 1imself to advice contained 


ti, @etetie © WO would nob limit 
is “he letter: 


, argued that President did not question any country's 


a hee aor tense but was suggesting Israel avoid action which 
— fecpennait chances of obtaining peaceful solution in near 
Pibure. | 


: ion . anit Hammarskjold.did come back with Egyptian agree- 
ton, Guz comple? with GAA that would be something but he had’ | 


failed ‘in his yev ious attempt 80 had Burns and so had Allen. 
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If he did not succeed he could say quite frankly that third 
paragraph of President's letter would be absolutely meaningless. 
If Nasser were to launch Fedayeen raids from three countries 
(excluding Lebanon) or Tel'Aviv were attacked he would not 

tell his people to be quiet, that US was going to come to their 
rescue. 


Israel was once attacked by six states. , One helped her. There 
had been complete embargo in US on arms to Israel. There was 
embargo again despite fact Arabs receiving aid from Soviets. 


In his "humble view" to ask Israelis to rely on US would mean 
to give then false hopes. 


Present situation could not go on. Settlements being sabotaged 
nightly, people being killed on roads, Israel had to stop 
travel two nights (Embassy telegram 1055). Nasser did not 
think he going to be punished or reprimanded, in view of which 
he ordered Fedayeen attacks. 
He could | reconcile President's November 9 statement in Denver, ; 
and his earlier letter with US denial of arms to Israel at time eo 
when US sending tanks to Saudi Arabia. Every tank to Saudi But 
Arabia is tank for Nasser who is chief of staff of Syria and : 
Saudi Arabia. Against this background he could not understand a 
President's letter. "- 
} 


I asked if it. not possible Nasser using Fedayeen tactics 
in effort to provoke Israel into response that would put Israel >’ 
in role of aggressor and that was it not reason for Israel to > 
exercise restraint while efforts made to find. peaceful solution? 
Ben Gurion asked rhetorically if that meant we advised him — 

to tolerate Fedayeen. "Should we send murderers into Gaza 
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"196%, April 10, $ p.m. (SECTION TWO OF TWO) from Tel Aviv 


“23 pervetuate similiar sutreges? ‘No Israel could act only 
sgeinst armed forces and (#) be egsainst armed forces." 


~eplied that = not suggesting patience beyond limit of 
endurence but until present efforts had been fully explored. 


comment: Ben Curion spoke in reasonable vein I thought without 
evsitement but leaving no douct he means to act as he’ thinks 
iscumeten res dictate. 


Ye convinced President for whom his’ respect and affection tracing 
‘rom essociation tn Frankfort remain undiminished, not fully 
-.2re of shettering effect of Fedayeen on people of small 
b=retged country. 


~ *hink he deeply earnest ebout two remarks he made this morning: 


(2) He will give Hammarskjold "A little time" to come up with 
péeceful solution. (I believe although he did not say so that 
he would require announcement Nasser's agreement to cease-fire 
end. strist compliance with Article II, paragraph 2 GAA before 
Hsmmerskjold leaves Cairo). ; 
~c. if and when.GOL decides to act. it will -be by applying militery 
estion against military forces and not response "in kind” to 
Tedeyeen incursions. ‘ 

Although it evident Ben Gurion's patience not without limits 

and he spoke\decisively and firmly I think pressures on him heve 
Somewnst subsided. Tension here both within government and 
public has fallen off peak it attained over week-end (Embassy 
telegram 1062). It appears GOI for moment contemplates no 
extraordinary action if Fedayeen operations are stopped promptly 
end in ebsence new provocation. 
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CORRECTED PAGE 2 ! , 


I’ replied that I not suggesting patience beyond limit of 
endurance but until present efforts had been fully explored. 


Comment: Ben Gurion spoke in reasonable vein I thought wit out 
excitement but leaving no doubt he means to act as he thinks 
circumstances dictate. %4 


He convinced President for whom his respect and affection tracing 
from association in Frankfort remain undiminished, not fully 
awave of shattering effect of Fedayeen on people of smail 
beseiged country. 


r 


i think he deeply earnest about two remarks he made this morning: 


(1) He will give Hammarskjold "a little time" to come up with’ 
peaceful solution. (I:believe although he did not say so that 
he would require announcement Nasser's agreement to cease-fire 
and strict compliance with Article II, paragraph 2 GAA before 
Hammarsk jold leaves Cairo). | 


(2) If: and when GOI decides to act it will be by applying military 
action against military forcés and not response "in king” to 
Fedayeen incursions. 


Although it evident Ben Gurion's patience not without limits 
and he spoke decisively and firmly I think pressures on him have 
somewhat subsided. Tension here both within government and 
public has fallen off peak it attained over week-end (Embassy 
telegram 1062). It appears GOI for moment contemplates no 
extraordinary action,if Fedayeen operations are stopped promptiy 
and E ‘died new provocation. 
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Action . Control: 5000 , 3 
tea Rec'd: April) 104 29 
FROM: Jerusalem 11:38 am. eae 
Info 23 BSS ee 
i f . ce mM in 
RMR -70; Secretary of State ihe. Fy wy 
33 N"O: 408, April 10, 4 p.m. ‘ feo: H 
G ‘on —4/ Oo 3 
\ “N . 
ta NIACT Ke RE 
EUR es 
T SENT DEPARTMENT 408, REPEATED INFORMATION NIACT CAIRO 230, @ vv 
TO PRIORITY AMMAN 190) ” PRIORITY BETRUT 110, PRIORITY BAGHDAD 17, & 3 
Pp PRIORITY DAMASCUS 111, PRIORITY LONDON j29, PRIORITY PARIS ane > @ 
UOP PRIORITY TEL AVIV 208” ~~ 
a Reference: CONGENTEL 404 to Department. ; i " a 
ah 
OCB In response Burns' request Egyptians give undertaking observe oO : 
TOP article II paragraph 2 GAA in order establish "cease-fire" as (Qy 
CIA proposed by Ben Gurion, who. also stated Israelis would wait 0) 
until 1202 local time April 10 for:GOE reply. UNTSO has now 
(repeat now) received message from Fawsi. Message informs 
Burns that his forthcoming visit to Cairo together with 
UNSYG will create an appropriate occasion for a comprehensive 
discussion of all the points ‘which Burns raised in his recent 
communications. Fawsi's message continues by stating that "mean- 
while GOE will continue to take all measures necessary for the 
. maintenance of security around the aemarcation line". 
Above message received at UNTSO headquarters about 1040 local 
time today after departure Burns to meet Hammarskjold at Tel 
Aviv airport. UNTSO courier expected deliver message to Linge Be 
at Tel Aviv about 1230 today. Assume Burns or Hammarskjold wl 
ask GOI to leave above time limit in abeyance in order give tim 
opportunity confer with Egyptians. ee 
Understand Burns will accompany Hammarskjold to Cairo today). 5 
COLE 5 
SW:CRH:1 ec? 
; @ 
NOTE: Relayed 03D, ARMY, AIR, NAVY 4/10/56 1:20 p.m. LWH 
Mr. Berzus' office (NE) and Mr. Ludlow's office (UNP) 
notified i 12:55 p.m. LWH rf 
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56-L ONT DENTTAL | 
: Control: 5135 
scat Rec'd: “April 10, 1956 
NitA FROM: Jcrusa lem 4720 Pp. Ey 
Info 
RMR TO: Secretary of State 2 
NO: . 400, april 10, 4 p.m. 3 
85 ss 
a NAG? _ bi 
nda S A 
C SEN'T DEPARTMENT 409, REPEATED FNFORMATION NIACT OATRO Ba, . .e 
EUR PRI aneee AMMAN i941, PRIORTTY KEIRUT Lil', PRLORITY BAGHDAD 8, @ 2 
L PRIORITY DAMASCUS 112, PRIORITY LONDON 130, PRIORITY PARIS 123, bho: 
ze TEI, AYIV UNNUMBERED > gi 
voP UNTSO boa copped sed me al MESS AES which now (repent now) ~— s te 
C trons Hartanrsiciola Lo Fars ‘si ifor Masser with reference Fawsiismessageo 
OLT io urne of April 10. (OCNGENTEL 408). -Paraphrase follows. ‘os 
LOP UNS nes ssnge rerere Burns conmurications te Fawsi April 6 re- e 
acct garding Fedsyecn (CONGENTEL 403) and April & re Ben Gurion's 0) 
paeay proposed "seuse-Fire" (GONGENTEL 404), In addition UNSYG refers 
CTA to 4a verscnal mess: age which he sent to Nasser on April 9 endorsing 
CSD Rurns stand in reqne Sting strict compliance with Article II para- 
ARM graph O GAA ir. its ent irety ¢ 2nd to his further message indicating 
NAVY thet he weuid wveach. Catire night of Apri! 10. UNSYG then ik ieee 
AIS disappointment at contents Fawsi reply of April 10 to Burns, ' 
pointing out thet it should be obvious his talks with GOR - which 
he is undertaking orm basis mandate of Security Council - could 
not be conducted. with the necessary basis lacking an assurance’ 
by the parties that they would cbserve provisions GAA as just cited. 
QNSYG 1 mess3ge continues to ef fect that such an assurance as m&d- 
tioned in preceding paragr: aps is\a necessary pre-condition fo 
his mission. If GOE will not give it UNSYG states that he wo 
have to reconsider his present loar to enter into discussions th 
GOE in imp]lomentation SC resolution. He therefore expresses e 
that Upon arrival Cairo he will receive assurance in question. *He 
aiso Voices confidence that Egyptian Prime Minister comprehendB= 
gravi Liy of foregoing representations and will extend needed a 
cperatior. 
> 
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Action \ Control: 5793 

a Rec'd: Aprjl 11, 1956 : 
NEA FROM: USARMA Tel Aviv - 12459 D.Mcs | 
Info e- hs Soo 
RMR 10: Secretary of State ‘ : 


ss NO: CX 131, April 10 (Army Message 
G 

SP i 
C - PRIORITY 


H 
L TO DEPTAR FOR ACSI AFOIN AND CNO, INFORMATION cincuaae 
IO BEIRUT, CATRO, DAMASCUS, CINCNELM, USCINCEUR, CINCU : 
P USDOCOSOUTH, USDOCOLAND COFS 8604’ DU ASMARA COMIDEAS RCE,/ 

UOP COMSIXTHFLT AND USNMR PARTS. ae 


OLI JOINT SITREP NO. 24. 


io) 


A. (All times local) IDF FLO report seaman: incidents not : 
previously reported: é 


091320 Water pipes blown up coordinate (#) time UNK police ofr 
shot up coordinate 131070--one policeman wounded. 


091315 Auto fire opened on tractor and operator wounded, rescue 
party eitecked -- no casualties, but tractor saved after dark. 


092010 Coordinate 130130 civilian jeep shot up -- one dead, one 
wounded. a oL) 


092100 Water pipes at Beit Reim coordinate 098088 blown up. 


€ 

| & 
092100; Civilian car fired on coordinate 100090 -- one killed, 

one wounded, } = 

“Tl 

= 


Fedayeen captured, coordinate 3161097. 


| ) 180300 Water installation Kibbutz Gvulot blown up. Same at 
| * Zar Maoz and Magen. 


t/- 2 Sf) - 


ny e ‘100600 Water installation at Tkuma coordinate 110096 blown up. 
= 191100 Fedayeen killed Lachish, Gaza border quiet 2G Be 
4 é 
@ -y 100530 Fedayeen captured 15 kilometers NE Beershebaz 
& & Fedayeen killed same action. Time UNK three Fedayeen mes pear 
b & unt Gilboa, but ese. ‘ped across Jordan border. Mobiliz 
8 : cHmpanies observed ‘in ‘Del Aviv 091700. qenhns Lom-Reimie Pa 
a ’ 
PERMANENT - SECRET ancillary REPRODUCTION FROM THIS ' 


| ; IF CLASSIFIED, IS 
RECORD COPY e This copy musf be returned to RM/R central files witi) notatiqnsalimaton takene 
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-2- CX 131, April 10 (Army Message), from USARMA Tel Aviv 
’ 


ancillary roads closed night 9-10 April. IDF currently 
estimated 100 Fedayeen operating daily in long and short 
range groups of three to seven. 


F; IDF denies Cairo radio story that Israel AF plane over 
Suez 9 April. ' 


J: Personnel in IDF FLO states IDF has information secret 
source Fedayeen seeking strike against’ Tel Aviv City. Ben 
Gurion agreed wait additional 24 hours for Nasser reply re- 
garding cessation all hostile acts. Signed Query ARMA and P 
Peterson AIRA. » | 2 


~ 
SN. 


SW: MDG-6 


(#) Omission, correction to follow. 
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Action Control : 5625 % 
8s ———— Rec'd: April 11, 1956 Re / 
FROM: Tel Aviv 9:32 a.m. 
Info | 
RMR TO: Secretary of State 
NO; 1064, April 11, Noon AVA : 
0 a 1 : 
, PRIORITY me | (a 


Re DEPTEL 753 and EMBTEL 1063. 


The text of Prime Minister Ben Gurion's reply to President 
Eisenhower's message. The original of reply, which was dated 


a 10 and delivered to me late last night, follows by air 
pouch. ' 


"Dear Mr. President, 


9Sll-v/Vre'*7L9 


"IT hasten to reply to your personal message conveyed to me this 
morning by AmbaSsador Lawson. 


"T.wish to express my deep appreciation of the motives which 
prompted you to communicate with me and to issue the April 9 
statement from White House. With you, I-see in war a tragedy 
not only in the physical sense, but* also for the human spirit. 


"We shall,cof course, extend the fullest cooperation to Mr. 
Hammarskjold. At the same time, reality impels me to inform 
you of my grave doubts as to the outcome of the Secretary 
General's mission. The essential question is whether Colonel 
Nasser is prepared to issue an order to his troops, regular and 
irregular, to refrain from hostile acts. General Burns over 
many months, and Mr. Hammarskjold on his last visit to the area 
two months ago, have tried in vain to influence Colonel Nasser 
to take this ‘preliminary and elementary step to bring about quiet 
| on the frontiers. All attempts to obtain from him an unjertaking 
to observe faithfully all the prpvisions of the armistice agree- 
| % ment, @S8 we are unequivocally p red to do, have also failed. 
| As you are aware, Colonel Nasser has. rejected all the proposals cd al 










| g put to him by your personal emigsary, including the equest..for Fro 
S Z } a cease-fire order. ’ : - 
nm : 
3 ¢ \Wpuring the past three nights, murder have beengsegt from f 
; = he Gaza Strip by the Egyptian military authorities—toHH11 a / 
; 2 &  tnnocent civilians,. to sabotage installations, and te f#rrorize 
& he peaceful countryside. The responsibility of ‘thes L , 
o 3 R20 authorities cna fae 
“PERMANENT 92: =e. Li 
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authorities is clear to the UN observers. I feel confident 
‘that if the situation in ali its details were brought to your 
‘attention, you would not have confined yourself merely to an 

,/ expression of hope that we avoid retaliatory action. I cannot 
conceive that in the event of continuing Egyptian aggression 
you would expect us to abandon our country and people, to the 
perils and blood-ridden consequences of a sustained campaign 
of terror by the murder gangs of the Egyptian Government. I 
am confident that no other country would passively submit to ~ 
such a situation. 


7 ‘ 
"The Government of Israel and I recognize to the full the 
sincerity of your statement from the White House that the 
United States will oppose any aggression in the area. However, 
I would be less than frank towards you and failing in my duty 
to my people, were I not to say, in all friendship, that this 
statement does not allay our acute anxiety regarding the security 
of Israel. As things stand at present, Egypt is perfecting her 
war machine with large supplies of Soviet arms, and is united 
with Syria and Saudi Arabia in pledged determination to seek the 
destruction of Israel. On the other hand, Israel is denied the 
possibility of obtaining essential arms for self defense as a 
result of an embargo maintained by the Govérnment, of the United 
States. The charter of the United Nations to which the White 
House statement refers existed already in 1948. Yet no member 
of the United Nations came to Israel's aid when, on emerging 
into statehood, she was subjected to invasion by.the armies of 
Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Jordan. 


"Your denunciation of acts of hostility and of war evoke a deep 
echo in our hearts. May I, however, say again in all frankness 
and friendship, that it appears to us paradoxical that this 
_ declaration is riot accompanied by a positive response to our 

application for arms for self defense. In the logic of the 
situation, this is the only effective way of deterring Egyptian 
aggression and thus saving the area and the world from the 
horrors of war in the Middle East. 


"Colonel Nasser's refusal to cooperate with your personal emissary, 
on the one hand, and the extent of his military preparations, , 
on the other, unfortunately bear out fully our assessment of his 
motives in concluding his arms agreement with Czechoslovakia last 
September. In these circumstances the lack of response from the 
United States Government to our urgent appeal is source of gravest 
disappointment to my Government and my people. 


"Sincerély yours, 
"David! Ben Gurion." 


a Lawson’. a 
52521 | | 
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C SENT DEPARTMENT 1065, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 356, JERUSALEM Re 
EUR UNNUMBERED. > § 
G @ 
To For third successive night (April 8-10) Jerusalem corridor road an 
P and all roads south of Rehovot closed to private travel from:. 1° 
Uop dusk to dawn. Relatively small number casualties: to date améng > 
O travelers probably due complete interdiction civilian traffic sig 
OLT during dark. é oO 
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.SENT DEPARTMENT 1066, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 357= ®* ix 
- JERUSALEM UNNUMBERED, ‘ma =e 
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= m 
There follows supplementary list incidents reported by IDF FLO 


end press for last’ 48-hour period and not previously~xeported — 
by Embassy: ; 


O9Sll-v/VHSir7L9 


April: Vehicles destroyed by mine, no casualties. 


Yakron-Negev water pipe line blown up at Revivim, estimated 
damage IL 40,000. 


Policeman wounded in clash with infiltrators 3 KM north of 
Beersheba. : 


April one ten*: Three soldiers wounded when arny vehicle 
struck mine vicinity Kissufim. 


Three soldiers wounded when army vehicle struck mine vicinity 
Magen. ° : 


Electric pylon blown up at Kfar Am north of Gaza strip. 


Railway line blown up at two points 4% and 5 KM north of Beersheba- 
lengths 200 and 400 meters. : 


a fired on Kibbutz Zikim, north of Gaza strip, no casualties®, 
a 


tchman fired on with auto weapons at Mivtahim Hahadasha, east 
f southern Gaza strip, no casualties. 


ak! 


ERUSALEM POST also reported that "water towers and pipes were 
abotaged before dawn at Gvulot, Tekuma, Tsor-Maon,, Magen and Nir 


‘TvI 


za (all Kibbutzim) in northern and' western Negev. ro 
. i 
: LAWSON St 
: mo) 
BY. At ; = %). oO R 
g*ds received. Verification upon request. nig B A 
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a. Afternoon April 10 UNTSO officer gave me list 6 additional - ti : 
P complaints Fedayeen activities received from Israelis by wo « 
UOP | KIMAC since those reported CONGENTEL 4Q7. These included a * 
0 4 cases water pipes blown up, 1 water reservoir blown up > F 
OLI' and attack. on command car said to have taken place 6 kilo- ™ £ 
meters north of Beersheba on Tel Aviv road. , ; p> : 
‘er i ' pe 
Lad UNTSO officer stated that considerable number fragmentary fe —_— oo 
a reports of investigations by observers had reached UNTSO & —_- © 
nan nesdquarters. These had not been collated, owing lack time gi 
ARMY or personnel deal with matter, which primarily a subject 0) 


for EIMAC. He explained that Egypt does not allow the 5 ob- 
servers in the Gaza Strip, who are busy manning observation 
posts, w® cross into Israel territory. Of the 8 observers ° 
in southern part of Israel 2 are working in vicinity El Auja. ute 
Remaining 6 have "been run ragged" following up allegations \w 
and complaints about Fedayeen. Therefore they have not 4 
prepared comprehensive reports as yet covering individual 
investigations. Such reports will probably be-completed Q 
within next day or two. > 
c 
Ww 


With regard interrogations of captured Fedayeen UNTSO had 
only following information from observer: 1 Fedayeen stated 
ne was member of group of four. He is a Palestinian. Before 
crossing D/L he received instructions from Captain Hamesl at [4 
“the Gaza police station. 
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UNTSO source stated that) Burns would doubtless issue report in& 
due course covering various aspects incidents, including any - 
statements made by Fedayeen in presence observers. Meanwhile, 
details are simply not availaile as yet. However, UNTSO officér 
believed information reported Embassy Tel Aviv by IDF-FLO in , 
eneral substantially correct with respect details Fedayeen activi- 
i6S, Since observers findings appear -to: be corroborating Israeli 
allegations. ; “4 
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Prime Minister David Ben Gurion's Reply to President Eisenhower's 
of April 10, 1956 to the Israel Prime itinister. 


SUBJECT: 


There is attached for transmittal to the White House the original of 
Ben Gurion's reply to the letter he received from President lisenhower. 


Text: of the letter was also transmitted in Embassy's telegram no. 1O6). 


a 


For the Ambassador: 
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SUBJECT: Ei 
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* a Oe \ 
American Fibbutsnik's Description of New Israeli Technioue for Apprehension ‘) | 

of Fedayeen \ 


‘ i: 
he 
- There is cttached a memorandum by lir. Clarence J. licIntosh, chief of the 7 i \ 
ianbassy's Consular Section, relating his conversation with a 30-year-old 
Anerican citizen, resident in a kibbutz.on the Gaza Strip, on her experiences 2 
and observations during the spate of Fedayeen incidents of ‘early April. 


Of particulzr interest to the Mmbassy was her description, as reported 

in the fifth paragraph of lir. HcIntosh's meanorandun, of a new technique devised 
for the detection, pursuit, and apprehension of Fedayeen against whose tactics 
the Israelis have been rather ineffectual in the past. While such diligent and 
unrelenting patrol probably would over-tax kibbutzim manpower if it had to be 
maintained as a regular practice, it would appear to be a technique easily put 
into operation with each new outbreak of Fedayeen activity. If it continued to 
exact as heavy a toll of Fedayeen as the Israelis attained in the early April 
outbreak, new Fedayeen may not be easily recruited. 


Other sources describe this or related techniaues as "thick patrolling." 
In this connection the Department “ wish to review Embtels 1059.2nd 1061. 
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MEMOPANDUM FoR THE RECORD 


SUBJECT: American Kibbutznik's Description of New Isreeli Technioue for 
Apprehension of Fedayeen 


DATs April 9, 1956 
\ 


This morning I had occasion to shtorview a resident American citizen of 
a kibbutz in connection with her citizenship case. I took advantage of the 
opportunity to get her idea on the general situation in that area. 


Informant said that the recent shelling along that border seemed to stem 
from a planned action of retaliation on the part of Israel. She explained 
that following the Egyptian firing on an Israel patrol on Tuesday (April 3) 
in which an Israeli was killed, the Israel Amy decided to teach the Egyptians 
a lesson if they fired on a similar patrol the following day. Through a 
mistake, however, the patrol of the following day was made up of inexperienced 
Nahal boys (para-military - farmers) and when fired upon it bogged down and 
was unable to extricate itself. Three of the men were badly wounded and by 
the time assistance reached the patrol from Kissufim, during the course of 
which a-half track and also a tractor had difficulty with mud, the men were 
too far fone and they died in Kissufim. 
As I recall, a general action involving heavy fire started on Thursday 
(April 5), agein as the outgrowth of Egyptian firing on an Israeli patrol. 
The members of the patrol are reported to have said thet even beforé they 
could raise their own rifles to return fire on the Ngyptians, Israeli heavy 
guns went into action. This firing spread with the general flare up all along 
the border as reported in the press. . 


| 

.As of additionel interest I learned that all of the kibbutzim have what 
they call ambush parties, and 9m the orders of local army commanders word is 
spread from one kibbutz to another by way of sending up flares to send out 
these parties to search for raiders. When ambush parties are on the prowl, 
all ‘roads in the vicinity are closed and checks are made on the identity*of ° 
all people moving in the area. I also learned that the trenching work in the 
border kibbutzim facing the Strip is not yet complete and will require another 
three weeks or so. This work involves V-shaped fighting trenches and communica- 
tions trenches. In the latter it is rumored that such modern equipment as tele- 
phones will be installed. 


Some kibbutz inhabitants can see into the Gaza area and note thet there 
is a train twice a day from Egypt. She said that this was a passenger train 
but in all probability it carries mixed cargo. This would indicate, however r 
that the road between Ugypt and Gaza is being maintained. This is the same 

| line that formerly continued on to Ashkelon and Tel Aviv. . 
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| The feeling in the kibbutzim among the kibbutz members is that the border 
tension which has carried on for some time now cannot continue to be borne 
and there is fecling that regardless of whether the Egyptians or the Israelis 
occupy the Gaza Strin, a auiet must prevail. Apparently the nerves of the 
kibbutz residents are beginning to fray. I am informed also that lgyptian 
jets fly frequently over these settlements sometimes so low that pilots can’ 
be seen. “ 


, 


- 


} i 

My informent noted that large seale action of the Nitzane, Khan Yunis 
type seems to occur about once every three months, and she thinks that the 
Gaza border will now be relatively ouiet until June. 


CJMeIntosh: eh/ jd 
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By 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 
April 28, 1956 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


SUBJECT: Reply to Ben Gurion 
bd. SY¥afd-"? 


4 4 


’ nv | 
Following your conversation with Under Secretary 
Hoever I send you herewith a revised draft letter to 


Mr. Ben Gurion which I hope meets the points you 
raised. 





Enclosures: : 
1. Suggested reply. 
2. Letter from Ben Gurion. 
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* Memorandum of Conversation re ae 


DATE: )};/11/56 


SUBJECT: 


: dn 
PARTICIPANTS: Israeli Ambassador #ban (' i 
Israeli Minister Shiloah 


Deputy Under Secretary Robert Murphy 477 be 
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Ambassador Eban and Minister Shiloah calléd at my house briefly last evening . 
at their request. As I was about to go out to an official dinner there was only. 
a few minutes available, but they seemed to be insistent. oS, 


. They said they had seey Mr. George Aklen earlier in the afternoon and I an: es, 
lieve Mr. Francis Russell earlier in the day, so there seemed to be no partiouladts 
point in their visit except to indicate their disquiet and anxiety over the rts 
developing situation in the Gaza Strip area. They read to me the contents of ‘a 
message they had just received from Tel Aviv which described the Egyptian co 
operations in the Gaza area and which was full of foreboding that this might lead —~ 
to large-scale operations. |I said that from reports we had been receiving during 
the day it looked to me as though some form of truce or cease-fire might develop 
and that it was necessary for both sides to exercise restraint; that I hoped that 

. Mr. Hammarsjkold's conversafions might be having some effect. Their reply to the 
\ latter point indicated that they have but little faith in Mr. Hammarsjkold's mission. 
ea _* The foregoing was simply a prelude to insistence on the U.S. supplying defen- 
sive arms to Israele They said Mr. Allen had informed them of our indication to 
' Paris that we would have no objection to delivering 12 French Mysteres IVs. They 
complained that their representative in Ottawa is getting nowhere with the Canadians, 
who seemed to be waiting on some signal from this country. I mentioned that I had GN 
understood also that they were obtaining 6 Meteors from the WK. also anti~y,, _~f 
- --"giyeraft equipment. This they confirmed but said it was for later délivery. : 
U>.fompliained also that. according to information from Rome, Mr. Jernegan had infor ae 
3 the ian Government that we were opposed to Italy supplying tary equip ~— 
aL -te-Israel. I expressed surprise and they said this had also ‘be onfirmed by ix; © 


Ambassador Brosio. I promised that we would inquire into this, taad they said hey “ 
t 


Rev. -had-els0 discussed this with Mr. Allen. ; yy , s 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
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Sunject: Ben jurion Reply to President 
Sisenhower's Message 


T am enclosing a copy of irime .siinister Ben Gurion's 
‘ . | 


response to President Eisenhower's message to nim of 


Apri 1. 2. 
1 
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‘isher Howe 
Director 
Executive Secretariat 
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PRIORITY Re wy 
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- JERUSALEM 136 PRIORITY TEL AVIV 246,USUN 72, DAMASCUS, AMMAN , N\& 
0 BE!RUT, LONDON, PARIS UNNUMBERED. 2 
OLI | jg 
ALGUMHOUR!YA TODAY HEADLINES "RETURN OF THE HEROES-50 RE- Nn 
OCB = TALIATORY RAIDS-300 COMMANDOES 290 RETURN, 10 MARTYRS", o 
a ALAHRAM "RETURN OF COMMANDOES TO THEIR BASES AFTER 50 RAIDS (@)) 
OSD RETAL!ATIONS FOR ISRAEL) AGGRESSION AGAINST CIVILIANS IN 
ARMY GAZA". AL AKHBAR "COMMANDOES TELL HOW WE TERRORIZED ISRAEL". 
NAVY - P 
. ATR EDITORIALS STRESS COMMANDO MISSION OF "REVENGE" ACCOMPLSHED 
SUCCESSFULLY. AL AKHBAR SAID "WE COULD HAVE LOOSED OUR FORCES 
TO TEAR ISRAEL TO BITS BUT WE CHOSE TO DISCIPLINE HER IN 
HER OWN METHOD ... COMMANDOES SHOWED ISRAEL ARABS ARE CAPABLE 
SPREAD!NG TERROR IN HER TERR!TORY--PUNISHMENT IN SAME NATURE 
HER AGGRESSION." AKHBAR DEN!ED USE OF ‘COMMANDOES WAS ACT © 
AGGRESS!ON. "OUR PROGRAM DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR PROVOCATION 
OF WAR ITS SACRIFICES AND:HOW AIMLESS AND FUTILE RESULT 1S = 
eee WE ARE EQUIPPING NOT FOR WAR BUT TO PUNISH ADVOCATES OF {hu 
WAR AND EXPANS}ON AND. KEEP THEM CONFINED «ee HAD ISRAEL NOT 3 f 
COMMITTED TH!S TREACHERY COMMONDOES WOULD NOT HAVE MOVED... Ef ¥ 
WE GAVE SC AND CIVIL!ZED WORLD OUR WORD WE DID NOT wANT waR Bu 
OR AGGRESS !ON, BUT WE WILL MA!NTAIN OUR RIGHTS AND OUR HOME- “¥y 
LAND. . = 
HAMMARSKJOLD TENTAT!VELY PLANNING LEAVE CAIRO APRIL 13 FOR 
BEIRUT. HE PLANS REMAIN THERE UNTIL APRIL 15 WHEN HE PLANS | 
LEAVE FOR ISRAEL. 
} oe de 
we = : 
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NASSER ACTED IN BAD FAITH IN AGREEING CONFORM: ARTICLE || 
GAA AND POINTING OUT OBVIOUS TIME FACTOR, 
PROMPTNESS AND STRENGTH OF ISRAELI REACTION TO /HAMMARSKJOLDIS 
COMMUNICATION OF EGYPTIAN ACCEPTANCE RAISES QUESTION WHETHER 
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PRIORITY 
SENT DEPARTMENT 1076, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 360 
PASS ARMY, NAVY AIR 


Fedayeen carried out 8 new attacks night, April 11 all within 
15 kilometer radius rel Aviv. Three schoolboys and teacher 
killed, 5 wounded, 2 seriously, while at evening prayers in 
Synagogue at agricultural boarding school at Shafrir, 5 kilometers 
from Tel Aviv city limits; family of three seriously wounded , 

their house and six passengers wounded in bus near Ramle; raiders 
shot up main gate IDF headquarters camp at Sarafand (Tserifin). 
Total causalties last night 4 killed, 15 wounded. Negev area 
relatively quiet. 


0% pemINysy eg isMA yUeMNI0q stu |- 





} 


Comment: Savage aspect of murders, their ok te proximity 
Tel Aviv and insolence Sarafand attack have caused complete 
reversal two day downward trend of tempers. One source reports 
IDF "wild with rage" public appalled and emotionally upset by; 
squat effect five le Feddyeen activities. 


shift of attacks to Tel a where civilian population not 

sychologically or otherwise so well equipped to bear up as 
Negev settlers, has had most dangerous impact. Earlier feeling 

raelis would "ride it out" predicated on assumption decline 
@in incidents; increasing effectiveness countermeasures, and 
indications early cessation of raids. 


It appears probable Israelis very close to "cannot live with it” 
stage mentioned by Sharett (Embassy telegram 884). 
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NEL"FROM: ‘Tei Aviv 8:45 Pe, zg = fs 5 
info ss ah eG 
. TT: s < 
RM 10: Secretary of State Bd ®,, 
, re. “iS az Pe 
~ NO: - O77, April 2<é nw m PF 
c . = : 5 = ; ee 2 z RE 
ee [ DEPARTMENT 1077, REPEATED INFORMATION CATRO 361, JERUSABEM Ss 
an iMBERED, "Shee 
WTR Ss Ne 
Sidi. 
- Following is Jerusalem post, April le, version of three statemen 
10 =o by "foreign Ministry spokesman", cne “at midnight last night" and® 
usSsTN two earlier same evening re latest Fedayeen activities (Hebrew and 
a foreign language press carry similar but not textually identical 
a stories }: 
OL “Yonlghis round aggression by Ecyptian murder forces in israel hss 
aed caused toll three killed and 16 wounded by midnight tonight. Are 
Seeks Casualties ave three boys killed and six children wounded. Los=2 
pag life might-very well have been much larger since among targets 
pinnt murdercus attacks were crowded bus and agricultural boarding sthool 
DOT fax children. Especiall rave aspect situation is that incidents 
BMY HSE yg pect t \ 
Pe fave occurred in heart of Israel territory and that obvious purpose 
NAVY “their perpetrators was to, kill". Foreign Ministry spokesman said | 
AaR at midnight last night. ; 
"Egypt has despatched new forces to engage in murder and sabotage 
: inside Israel", earlier statement had said. 
"UN Chief Staff has been appealing to Egyptians since last Friday 
LO stop hostilities. For past 24 hours UN Secretary-General has 
deer in Cairo together with General Burns in effort persuade 
Egypt honor its obligaticns under ermistice agreement to refrain 
from all acts of ndstilities," he said.’ 
“Ponisht Egypt has given eae clear answer to Mr. Hammarskjold's cppeal. 
Tse -- swer has been vicious and calculated renewal of aggression 
against Israel, " spokesman emphasized. 
Last night the scuthern avea of Israel wes quiet because the Israel 
security forces hid succeeded in rounding up a rumber of the 
igyptian murder fcrces which had been unleashed against Israel, he 
said. “0 
p “oy a ; F = > aS ' = 
. rn i “se 
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sa Redd: » April 12; 1959 
FROM: ‘Tel Aviv 10:35 ag. “~ 
Info ; Sa Fs 
RMR [0 Secretary of State ; ” I> 
gs NO: «-:1078, April 12, 2 p.m. > a B ere 
G | ao 3S N 
og NIACT : wo > 
e 
EUR SENT DEPARTMENT 1078, NIACT CAIRO 362; REPEATED INFORMATION 00 
. AMMAN 150, DAMASCUS 175, BEIRUT 245, PARIS 238, LONDON 316. . 
USUN NOFORN ~ 
R , : & 
0 On invitation Ben Gurion Tuesday I joined him at his home ic. - 
Tel Aviv last night for after-dinner coffee and chat on Sie oe 
OSD existing critical conditions. We were alone. N 
‘ | » oa 
Although he made effort include wide nange general social | 0). 
topics he spent most of hour discussing arms question 
Fedayeen terrorism and Hammarskjold conversation with Nasser 
which proceeding that moment. e very: tense, jumping up ' 
quickly when telephone rang or when messengers knocked st 
front door which was frequent. He wasted not(repeat not) 
1 minute retiring to another room to talk with Chief of Staff 
* Dayan who arrived during my short visit. 
While affable and friendly he did not (repeat not) hesitate to 
wy express opinion US taken in by Nasser and making big mistake 
* placing confidence there repeating at some length his usual line 
of reasoning; indicated US (President) only can by quick and 
4 strong warning to Nasser reduce immediate danger war and als 


Copy Wo(s) —- 


a 


L 


owever most immediate concern was Fedayeen terrorism which 
econtinuing unabated. He said earlier. reports such attacks 

lanned for Tel Aviv (EMBTEL 1063) now supplemented by report 

hey delayed until Saturday. However Dayan brought in report 


nana Soviet penetration NE area and Africa. 


« 7 ~f heavy attacks in vicinity Tel Aviv (EMBTEL 1076) which may W 
a? ndicate step-up in Fedayeen apprdach to Tel Aviv. I noted tt 
\& Jast night and this morging heavy police-seldier patrolling @) 
§ Ndr matn highway entrancés’ to Tel’ Aviv with machine guns promineyd 
2 d all traffic stoppedjand searched. , eS 
> 3 é ° 
re en Ben Gurion cited @qrlier radio report received ini Tel Byiy 
a at Nasser had turned¢dswn Hammarskjélds demand for agreem@nt 
= , conform lata oe ae am 
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-2- 1078, April 12, 2 p.m., from Tel Aviv. 


confori; article II GAA I cautioned him not (repeat not) to 
believe .eport until confirmed as it too early in my opinion 
for any authentic report to come out of Cairo. I also 
expressed opinion Hammarskjold would of necessity take firm 
line with Nasser in that agreement on Article II would be 
essential to Hammarskjolds entire mission. He thought this 
logical but waiting anxiously for next news broadcast over 
radio. He again described at length extreme dangers Fedayeen 
attacks to Israel and reasons Israel could not (repeat not) 
long endure them. 


I left him tired but tense man awaiting further messages during 
night from his advisors. I unable determine particular reason 
for his invitation to visit him other than to reiterate and 
underscore extreme seriousness of Israel's present position 
under Fedayeen attacks and need for US arms. I left with 
impression he thinking of extent of| Israel enduring current 
conditiviis more in terms of hours rather than days but he gave 
no (repeat. no) indication of having actually reached final 
decision to take violent action. But I felt that action would 
be triggered if Fedayeen attack reaches Tel Aviv on Saturday 
or before unless there immediate evidence incursions stopped. 
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NEA . Rec'd: April 1% 56 
FROM: Tel Aviv * 5:52 a. wom 
IHR » © oD in 
10: Secretary of State i Yen » i” Fy ) 
ss . | \ © | 
G NO: 1079, april 12; /4 p.m. | | Bl 
= | : sitet “N OF 
EUR View of tense Fedayeen situation and in order to enc age h 5 
L continuation of patience and restraint I departed from text ‘ A 
Ia my prepared address at dedication ceremonies yesterday re) D 
PR Bar-Ilan University. JI made following introductory remarks: ~ hb 2 
rE | : es 
UOP "This is special occasion for me. I am at this rjoment deepliy - Ei 
om moved by great admiration for people at moment o great anxlety +22 
o 
°o 





OLI profound admiration for courage and fortitude and patience r 
clearly exhibited at this hour of trial. If there is one 

OCB characteristic that marks people as great it is their conduc 
’ USIA in moments great emotional stress and acute danger. You have 
CIA met test in face of constant terror of marauding gangs which 
march by night . . . terrorism that strikes directly at 
individual life of nation. There has been most remarkable 
restraint and composure under most challenging circumstances. 
Life of country has moved in its uninterrupted flow of progress. 
This very ceremony testifies: to that great national character 
that permits academic as well as economic and security progress 
of nation to move forward despite critical and threatening 
events. For this world will commend you and I feel honored I 
can be part of program which so clearly illustrates this out- ' 
standing national characteristics." 


9SZ1l-P 


It will be noted that I was careful to refer to public reactign 
Fedayeen dangers only and made no reference whatever to Gaza 
Initial reception of foregoing has been good and Ben Gurion \ 





seemed to appreciate it when I saw him last night. Eh 
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L SENT DEPARTMENT 1080, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY CAIRO 363. se 
USUN According IDF FLO one Egyptian Vampire shot down near Sde Boker = 5" 
P in central Negev about noon April 12. 
vor Ol 
ND Pilot killed. Vampire one ot flight of four entering Israel Oo 
(8) air space from Nitzana area interceptéd by Israeli fighters. 
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en Following supplements and corrects EMBTEL 1080. : yD “se 
“hes Vampire was one of flight of four of which two piston driven, oe 
0 two vampire jets. IDF FLO reports pilot wounded not (repeat 
OLI not) killed. 
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NEA risa Rec'd: April 12, 195 

FROM: Jerusalem 8:08 a.m. rs 6 = 3 
Info eg xm 
RMR 10: Secretary of State b oS 
35 NO: 414, April 12, noon a oO 
G i 
sp NIACT Ps # 

oe ae 8 
BUR SENT DEPARTMENT 414, REPEATED INFORMATION NIAC CAIRO 234, x! ne | 
L, PRIORITY AMMAN 192, PRIORITY BEIRUT 112, PRIORI HDAD 20, Os 
TO PRIORITY DAMASCUS 113, PRIORITY LONDON 131, PRIORITY PARIS 124% Pe 
USUN TEL AVIV UNNUMBERED hg es 
P . , : 
UOP Colonel Hommel of UNTSO has given me morning April 12 following s 
‘ND details respecting messages exchanged between UNSYG and q a: 
0 _ Israelis in course his talks with Nasser. SN 2 
(@) = 
a In message sent April 11 UNSYG apprised Ben Gurion that NasserQ 

OCB had accepted prpposals regarding cease-fire through observance 


USIA Article II, paragraph 2 GAA in its entirety (CONGENTEL 404). 


OSD A second message was received at UNTSO headquarters from UNSYG 
ARMY for Ben Gurion samewhat later along following lines. UNSYG 
NAVY expressed himself as pleased Ben Gurions agreement keep 
AIR patrols 500 meters back from D/L while Hammarskjold-Nasser 
talks in progress. Referring again Nasser's acceptance 
r cease-fire UNSYG pointed out that since both sides have 
accepted he urged steps be taken at once implement undertaking. 


However, before arrival second message Hommel’ had received 
Sharett's reply to first message. Reply referred renewed -out- 
breaks Fedayeen activities night April 11 and stated inter al 
utter falseness Nasser's assurances stands exposed thereby, eto. 


(Understand full text already transmitted by Tel Aviu) Homme 13 
has not therefore delivered UNSYG second message to GOI. He ig? 
reporting fully to UNSYG and expects some further communica t Lop - 
in response Sharett's message. 5 
c. 
COLE a 
LR/12 a 
- ie) 
rr 
= 
52529 | | O° 
CONFIDENTIAL . REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
, ee COPY, IF CLASSIFIED, IS 
PERMANENT 


; PROHIBITED 
RECORD COPY «This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notation of action takene 





OF sa 
INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State 


1 













teat, N, CONFIDENTIAL 
Action wv / Control: 6544 
or rs Rec'd: April 12, 1956 
FROM: Jerusalem 2:58 p.m Na ee ke 
to, f 5 G ge 5 o 
RMR TO: Secretary of State { BR 
Pee oO 
Ss NO: 416. April 12. 4 p.m. 2 
G ; ‘ Pa 
SP : ~ fi . a ® 
C PRIORET Wee SF 
isUR 7m eo 
L SENT DEPARTMENT 416, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO PRITY 226 , sacs w 
20 TEL “AVI '¥ PRITY 212 ” AMMAN 194, BEIRUT 113, DAMASCUS 114+? . ws 
USUN @ 
i tn addition detesils given CONGENTEL 414 Colonel Hommel has > E 
TTOP, given me additional beckground recent incidents. - B 
0 b o 
OLd UNTSO has received 4 compleivis from Israelis of Fedayeen c tos 
/ tivities ntght hort 1] similar reports appearing today! sk = 
OCB israeli press including shooting, grenade episodes and am- N 
USZA bush cf busi. hese took place-in Tel Aviv,.Ramle, Lydda area. Ol 
OIA Proximity these places Jordan borders sugeests possibility Fed®een 
OSD entered Isracl from some point east of Lydda. Alternate possti- 
ARM bility is that Fedayeen'involved worked way up during past day 
NAVY = two alon ng coastal area from Gaza:Strip, turning east in neligh- 
AIR orhcod Rishon-le-Zion. First possibility based on theory that 
ee bogan travels from Gaza Strip, entered Jordan in Hebron 
district end were thereafter transported to some point al ihaiai 
Jerusalem for Subsequent border crossing. 
With eaitenaons Israeli wende outrage over Fedayeen activities and 
. calli for "public condemation on behalf UN" as mentioned by Sharett 
in his April 12 message to' UNSYG, Hommel pointed.out that it might 
at some point be pertinent to draw attention Israelis again to 
4ggressive character their bombardment of civilian population : 
Gaza April 5. This matter was sc obvious that, as Hommel a 
Burus did nct stress it overly in bis communications with Ben 
Gurion. Latter however had made statement to Burns that Israe, 
morter batiery shelled two pecsh ific military targets in Gaza vier, 
Ginity; ‘ne Vaggeert police station west of Gaza, and certain $ 
military installations st Jebel Muntar south of Gaza. Sadek, 
UNTSO has row plotted on aP craters mortar explosions. It . 
should be of interest to no:2 that no mortar shell fell within | 
one kilometer of police sta’ ion nor within 800 meters of Jebel 
Muntar. Some 79 craters observed all within radius of 1-1/2 
kilome*er within:Gaza environs. In circumstances Ben Gurion's 
assert‘ons about’ military character mortar targets ‘appear untrue, 
In addition i 
92026 - . REPRODUCTI@ME FROM THIS 
PERMANENT _...__ GONPIDENTIAL COPY, IF CLASSIFIED, Is 


RECORD COPY « This copy must be returned to RM/R central files witi: notation Pea n takene 


a or 


C®!FIDENTIAL 
=2- 41E April. 12, 4 p.m., from Jerusalem 


In addition Chairman EIMAC has given as his opinion that mortar 
fire was carried on in manner calculated inflict maximum casual- 
ties civilisas; that Israeli fire wes opened at time large numbers 
persons would be in streets; a few shells were lobbed over initial-| 
ly as though attract cuxious crowds; and remainder fired after an 
interval intc crowd which had gathered view results of earlier 
firing. = 


At 1400 hours April 12 UNTSO had information from Israelis of 
aerial flight over El Auja D/Z. One Egyptian plane said shot 
down. 
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| 10: Secretary of State MEY we CENTER eo i 
AO 


NO; 841, APRIL 12, 1 PM 


THE 
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TVHINTO w/er onr 


Cann 34 FAT Sree FTE An e 
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Ay HIS R 


FRAN CALLLD CN MI AG REQUEST TH NING, HE OPENED THE 
COMNVERDAT ION WITHOUT FORMALIT!ES OF ANY SORT BY STATING TO ME 
IN MY GCaPACTTY AS PRE IDENT OF SC THAT "ISRAEL 1S--THE VICTIM 
OF AN ARMED ATTACK", - SE SAID HE USED THOSE WORDS IN THE 

CABRTER SENSE rs 


ERAN THEN WEN 
EGYPTIAN MARAU 
20 MILES FROM TEL AVIV, WHICH ATTACK WILL BE SUBJECT OF .A 
PISTHER LEVTER TO COUNCIL MEMBERS LATER, TODAY, a6 


+O iHE MOST RECENT ATTACK BY | 
} CHILDREN .AT PRAYER, AT A PLACE 


992 |-v/V8eE*rL9 


47 THE AIR ARM™-HAS NOW BEEN BROUGHT INTO PLAY, 
AN LOYPTIAN VAMPIRE JET HAD BEEN BROUGHT DOWN 
ge 


pyoererrsy 
TUS TODY ° 


i) 
h 
i) 


ERAN OGTLIMED TWO ALTCRNATIVES WITr WHICH WE ARE FACED AT THE 
MOMONT. IF Carer WANTS WAR NOW, THEY SHALL HAVE IT, 


VCUATRATING PSRAEL@S INTENTION IN? 
CIRCUMSTAMGSS, i POU,.TED TO ISRAELI OFFER TO ‘COMPLY WITH 
GENERAL BURNS: RILQUEST FOR CEASE-FIRE AND THEIR WILLINGNESS 
TO EXTENG THE DATE Linc ah, 48, 72, AND NOW, HE SUPPOSED 
96 HOURS, WHILE AWAITING © .. 73S RESPONSE, , 


ISRACL 1S DETERMINTT, HE SAI, NOT TO HAVE WAR UNLESS 


. SSH 
PhZI HLA 


4 
trap 


THE OTHER ALTESNAT!V!. AS HE SAW IT, 43 TO POSTPONE PRESENT E 
CRISIS, THIS WOULD MESLLY PASS THROUGH CONE "GLOOMY HORIZON" © 
TO FACE ISRARL WIT!ti A. COND 480 MORE GLOOMY ONE, 'IN A MONTH 

OR TWO, EGYPT®§S AiR ARM WOULD,BE DB CVELOPED TO POINT OF 
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PREPONDERANCE OVER ISRAEL, AND EGYPT WOULD THEREAFTER NO LONGER 
RELY ON MARAUDER GANGS WHICH OPERATED AGAINST SMALL GROUPS 

OF INNOCENT CIVILIANS, BUT WOULD PLACE IN JEOPARDY THE LIVES 

OF EVERY CITIZEN OF ISRAEL, 


SHOULD THERE BE A RESPITE, |SRAEL MUST TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT BY 
BUILDING UP A DETERRENT FORCE IN THE AIR COMPARABLE TO HER 
DETERRENT FORCES ON GROUND, : 2 

EBAN. ASKED WHETHER WE HAD ANY |!NFORMATION REGARDING EGYPT#S 
INTENTIONS IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES OR ANY IDEAS REGARDING SC 
ACTION, 

| TOLD HIM THAT, AS PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL AND AS US REPRESENTA- 
TIVE, | WOULD TAKE NOTE OF HIS OPENING STATEMENT ABOUT ISRAELtS 
VIEW THAT !i WAS VICTIM OF AN ARMED ATTACK AND WOULD, OF COURSE, 
RELAY TO WASHINGTON EVERYTHING HE HAD TOLD ME, | HAD NO 

FURTHER INFCRMATION REGARDING EGYPT®*S INTENT AND NO ONE HAD 
SUBMITTED A REQUEST FOR FURTHER MEETING OF COU IL, 


EBAN SA!D ORDINARILY THEY WOULD BE CLAMORING FOR A MEETING BUT, 
IN VIEW OF HAMMARSKJOLD!S -MISSION, THEY FELT THEY MUST ‘RESTRAIN 
THEIR NORMAL DESIRES IN THIS REGARD, EBAN ASKED WHETHER WE 

HAD ANY WORD REGARDING ACTIVITIES OF SECRETARY-GENERAL, HAVING 
HEARD FROM CORDIER ALREADY TODAY THAT HAMMARSKJOLD HAD SENT 
IN CERTAIN DOCUMENTS FOR DISTRIBUTION, | HAD NOT RECEIVED THEM 
AS OF THAT MOMENT, AND PROMISED TO PROVIDE ISRAELI DELEGATION 
WITH ANYTHING WE COULD CONCERNING THE SECRETARY-GENERAL!S 
OPERAT IONS ,/ 





AS’ FOR QUESTION OF ARMS, | TOLD EBAN THIS WAS A MATTER ON WHICH 

HE MUST OBVIOUSLY ADDRESS HIMSELF TO WASHINGJON, | WENT 

ON TO SAY, HOWEVER, THAT AS | UNDERSTOOD PO ITION OF DEPARTMENT , ~*~ 
WE FELT ISRAEL WAS. ENTITLED AND SHOULD RECEIVE ARMS FROM OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS, EBAN SAID THAT WHILE OTHER GOVERNMENTS DID NOT 

NEED) US APPROVAL TO GIVE ARMS TO ISRAEL, THEY NEED AN EXAMPLE. 


‘ 


ese SECRET . oO fo 


SECRET «x 
~3- 841, APRIL 12, 1 PM FROM NEW YORK 


BY US, HE SAID THAT FOREIGN MINISTERS OF CANADA AND FRANCE ° 
HAD’ INDICATED AS MUCH BY SAYING THAT IT WAS HARD FOR THEM TO 

DO WHAT THE US WOULD NOT DO, HE FELT A SYMBOLIC ACT WAS NEEDED 
TO REMOVE IMPRESSION OF AN AMERICAN EMBARGO AND THAT A "VERY 
SMALL KEY COULD OPEN UP VERY LARGE DOORS"., 


EBAN MENT !ONED RUMORS THAT SC MIGHT BE MEETING OUTSIDE NEW YORK 
TO HEAR SECRETARY-GENERAL'*S REPORT AND ASKED FOR ANY INFORMATION 
| HAD ON SUBJECT, 1 TOLD HIM WE HAD HEARD MUCH TALK ABOUT 

1T BUT NO ONE HAD ANY DEFINITE VIEWS AND NO ONE HAD MADE ANY 
SPECIFIC PROPOSALS, | SAID WE WOULD NOT FIGHT PROPOSAL OF 

THIS SORT, BUT WE WERE NOT! IN ANY WAY PROMOTING A MOVE, 


EBAN AGAIN EXPRESSED DESIRE TO BE KEPT ‘INFORMED’ TO EXTENT 
POSSIBLE OF ANY INFORMATION REGARDING CAIROtS ATTITUDE AND 
ACTIVITIES OF ‘SECRETARY-GENERAL , 


LODGE 
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TO: Secretary of State 
NO: CX 136, April 12 (Army Message) 
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~ 


’ 


TO ACSI AFOIN AND CNO WASH REPEATED INFORMATION USARMAS~AMMAN 
BEIRUT, CAIRO AND DAMASCUS, CINCNELM, USCINCEUR, CINCUSAFE 
uSDOCOSOUTH, USDOCOLAND CO FS 8604 DU ASMARA, COMIDEASTFORCE 
AND COMSIXTHFLT, DEPT. STATE 


* 
Mobilization report my CX 135 apparently confined Tel Aviv.. 
Estimate Fourth Brigade, other battalions, reserve paratroo} : 
and final increments Hq troops GHQ, corps and division, incdud-\ . 
ing known intelligence personnel called up. About 50 she 
(large public taxis) and large number civilian trucks callegup 
sherutim standing by or being used. in call up, but trucks 
despatched immediately. llth Armored Infantry Brigade departed 
Camp Tserefin sometime during past two days for unknown destina@ 
tion. Ramat Gan Motor Park largely empty of military vehicles,@ 
but those reserve under camouflage nets. ‘Possible some elements 
above called for use anti-Fedayeen activity, which is on very 
large scale with even CHEN (WAC) being used on patrols. Road _ 
blocks at every cross road in country, with heavy -patrolling 
between. All vehicles being searched and all personnel required 
identity. Comment: Possibility of Israel retaliation on large 
scale must not be overlooked. High state excitement and anger 
exhibited by public. IDF seething over bold attack on Camp 
Tserefin. Ben Gurion stated to be in extremely grim mood. 
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New Subject: Military spokesman just announced four Egypt 


Vampires invaded Israel territory about noon today Ne Nitza 
iS shot down by Israel aircraft near Sde Boker, others fled 


Israel casualties. Signed Query. 
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Report on Fedayeen Personnel, Matériel, and Activities by IDF Intellirence 


t 





SUBJECT: 





There is attached a menorandm prepered for the Ambassador by the Amny 0) | 
Attache, Col. Leo J. Cuery, on 2 briefing the latter obtained from the Israel St 
Defense Force at the height of the outbreak of Fedayeen activity in Israel a 
during the first two weeks of April. Imbassy telegram no. 1061 was a digest ° } 
of the information contained in this memorandum. is = : 

For the Ambassador: a 
; EE RE 
4 rd § r] — 
YW. POM py} Pew: fp = 
William L. Hamilton, Jr. N 
; First Secretary of Embassy. a 
es 
Ny | 
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MEMORAIDUI: FOR: ‘The American Ambassador 


SUBJiCT: Vedayeen Activity 


1. at my reauest the Senior Foreign Lizison Officer, Lt. Col. AITINIDAV 
PLRLIN, toiay pave me a briefing on Fedayeen activities. Me based this briefing 
on interrogation of captured Fedeyeen and ceneral TIF intellivence concerning 
Fedayeen activities. 


2. Colonel Perlin stated the Fedayeen arc recruited strictly for the 
purpose, and given military status, possibly as a section of the National 
Suard, and are assigned under the jurisdiction of the Commanding General, 
aaza Area, specifically reporting to the Chief of Fedayeen activities with 
station at the Gaza Police Station. The Fedayeen are low, uneducated types, 
generally speaking the equivalent of Fellahin. In the pest it had been noted 
that recruitment very often was from civil prisoners. The Fedayeen receive 
very sketchy training and are uniformed in a cotton battle dress type uniform 
of an approximate olive green color with a peaked csp and rubber soled shoes. 
They are equipped with hand zrenades, “arl Sustav sub-machine suns, TT blocks, 
and detonators, most of which are of Soviet mamefacture. Interestingly eough 
most of the captured Fedayeen heave h:d Nussien safety matches. The TNT is not 
of Soviet manufacture. At no time has any captured Fedeyeen had any foodstuff 
in his possession. Colonel Perlin suggests one of three alternatives: 


a. That they live off the land; 


b. ‘That food supplies are pre-cached for their une; Kor {, 
s ‘ . 
ec. That they receive assistance from the local Arabs; although 
there has not been the slightest evidence of such assistance. He, versonally, 
is inclined to believe that foodstuffs are pre-cached*for their use by 
“gyptian Intelligence Schooi personnel during practice infiltration (see 
below). : 


3. Colonel Perlin stated that there are two types of infiltrator groups: 
those who operete on a nightly basis; and those in long-range groups. No 
Fedayeen group larger than seven or smalier than three has been known. liach 
group will have at least one ex-Palestinian Areb who knows the roads and 
landmarks in Israel, and,-depending upon the area from which operating, the 
remainder will be of igyptieans, Jordanians, or Syrians. ‘Their missions are 
briefly described to them, by the Chief of Fedayeen in the area from which 
pe operate and they are sent out by pre-determined routes. Tiose individuals 


who are to operate in a radius of approximately 30 lilometres from Deir el Baleh 


enter Israel territory through the border in the vicinity of Deyr/el Baleh.' 


| ‘Those operating in a radius of 30 kilometres from Gaza north of the road Gaza- 


Beersheba enter Israel territory between this road and the northeastern border 
. } 


. | 
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of the Gaza Strip. Those engaged in long-range missions in Israel territory | 
enter throush the northwestern border of°Gaza, continuins up the dunes to the 
northward, cutting eastward approximately opposite the point where their 
activities are to comience. Other ovemight groups are opereting from Jordan 
opposite the Lachish area, and still another group is opersting in the Southern 
Galilee areca on an overnight basis, crossing the Jordanian border south of 
Affula. All are instructed to return to their base of operations if possible, 
otherwise to continue to the nearest safe Arab territory. It is noteworthy thet 
present Fedayeen operations have been confined completely to night Hours, and 
the mafority of cases to the hours preceding 0230. 


4. Colonel Perlin stated that interrogation of captured Psdinirelens has 
established that they are of a poor degree of intellirence and poorly trained. 
Only a small proportion of them are "dedicated" in their mission--the rest will 
talk freely upon capture. JF Intelligence has established that the Comnander 
of Fedayeen, Gaza, is Captain Mustapha GAMISH. 


5. Colonel Perlin stated that Fedayeen should not be confused with 
ordinary Egyptian Intelligence Agents. IDF Intelligence constantly is 
catching substantial numbers of Epyptian Intelligence Agents who enter Israel | 
on various missions, most of which are troop and vehicle counts. Often the 
individuels caught are students in the Intelligence School who have been! sent 
out on a practice mission as part of their training. ‘These individuals hre 
never uniformed and often are not. armed. 


6. Colonel Perlin states that IDF Intelligence estimates, on the basis 
of information gained, that the initial incursion on 7 April was by 200 
Fedayeen in groups varying from three to seven in each. At the present time 
he estimates that approximately 100 Fedayeen per day are operating, of which 
possibly one quarter or more are on long-range missions. lost of these, he 
feels, are in hiding during the day within Israel. Some of them have not even 
yet commenced operations. 


LO J. QUERY 
* Colonel, GS 
‘Army Attache 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 2059, REPEATED INFORMATION JERUSALEM139% TEL AVEV © 
P 250, DAMASCUS, AMMAN, BEIRUT, LONDON, PARIS UNNUMBERED, USUN 73. £ 
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OLI Ab AHRAM HEADLINES TODAY: "ISRAEL WITHDRAWS HER MILITARY PATROLS 
FROM BORDERS. U.N. ANNOUNCES ISRAEL AND EGYPT AGREE TO RESPECT 
OCB ARMISTICE," AL GUMHOURIYA DOWNGRADES SUBJECT WITH LEAD HEADLINe 
USTA "LIQUIDATION OF OCCUPATION-ONLY 500 BRITISH TROOPS REMAIN IN 
CIA CANAL. FINAL NASSER-HAMMARSKJOLD MEETING NOON TOMORROW." AL 
ARMy AKHBAR SAYS "[SRAELI PLANES, ARMY AND POLICE SEARCH FOR COMMANDOS 
NAVY IN CITRUS GROVES." ALL PAPERS FRONT PAGE REPORT OF "KBR BATTLE" 
AIR BETWEEN EGYPTIAN AND [SRAELI PLANES (TELAVIV#S 1082), EGYPTIAN 
MILITARY SPOKESMAN CONFIRMED ‘1 EGYPTIAN VAMPIRE "MADE FORCED 
LANDING" NORTHEAST ALAUJA, SPOKESMAN STATED: EGYPTIAN AIRCRAFT Oo 
WERE ON PATROL AND HAD ENCOUNTERED ISRAELI] PLANES OVER EGYPTIA 
TERRITORY, SUBSEQUENTLY SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED PATROL LEADER we 


9SEl-v/VVS* PLS 


REPORTED ISRAEL! OURAGAN FIGHTER HAD ALSO BEEN SHOT DOWN, 


: 
' AL AHRAM REPORTS WHITE HOUSE SECRETARY CONF IRMED PRESIDENT SEN ge 

MESSAGES NASSER AND BENGURION APRIL 9 APPEAL J NG FOR FULL cooPERE 

' _ATLON WITH HAMMARSKJOLD, (Tl 

© 

co 

wr, 


PRESS REPORTED ISRAELI PATROL WHICH ATTEMPTED CROSS D/L AT 
TEL EL-GUBN MORNING APRIL 12 "FORCED FLEE AFTER SUFFERING HEAVY 
LOSSES”. 


PAPERS REPORTED 3 ISRAELI JETS PURSUED AIRCRAFT CAIRO ‘BOUND 
FROM AMMAN OVER JORDAN TERRITORY APRIL 12, ACCORDING CALROs 
_ RERRODICTION FROM THIS 
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BASED AMERICAN COURIER WHO WAS PASSENGER, ARAB AIRWAYS PLANE 
TRAVELING AT ABOUT 6,000 FEET APPROXIMATELY 10 MILES EAST OF 

DEAD SEA AND ABOUT 20 MINUTES OUT OF AMMAN, WAS PURSUED BY 2 
ISRAELI] P-51S. PASSENGERS REPORT PLANE WHICH APPROACHED ON 
STARBOARD SIDE FIRED ONE OR TWO BURSTS BUT THIS NOT OBSERVED BY 
COURIER. PLANE RADIOED AMMAN FOR INSTRUCTIONS AND SINCE ISRAELIS 
1iAD GONE WAS INSTRUCTED CONTINUE CAERO, 


ONLY ONE EDITORIAL ON CURRENT TENSION, REFERRING RECENT SPEECH 
3% DAYAN ALLEGEDLY TO EFFECT JEWS WOULD FIGHT ARABS IN THEIR Own 
LANDS AND SUBJUGATE THEM TO ISRAELS WILL, GUMHOURIYA ‘REPLIED 
THAT PERHAPS SUCCESS OF COMMANDOS. WILL: AWAKEN JEWS TO DANGERS 
ZIONIST POLICIES. g™EWS,,,SA¥S GUMHOURLYA, ARE, "PASSING SAME 
STATE WAY GERMAN’ BEOPLE’ Pre VIOUSLY. TRAVERSED UNDER HITLER 

AND NAZISM", ; . 
PRESS CONTINUES PLAY UP HAMMARSKJOLD MISSION:.AND GENERALLY 
APPEARS ADOPTING TONE OF CALM, NO SADAT EDITORJAL’ FOR SECOND 
SUCCESSIVE DAY. , : 


BYROADE. 
RNS ie , | 


NOTE: PASSED USUN 4/13/56, 1:45 PM, 
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CIA STRONG ISRAELI REACTION EGYPTIAN COMMANDQ.RAIDS AS NATURAL ; AS * 


AIR 11, PARA 2 OF GAA GAVE ADDED CURRENCY TO SPECULATION RE THEIR Ol 
ULTIMATE POSITION’ VIS-A-VIS HAMMARSKJOLD MISSION AND BASIC 
POSITION OF ISRAEL RE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE UNDER EXISTING ; 
CIRCUMSTANCES, ISRAELIS HAVE HAD ENOUGH EXPERIENCE IN CEASE-FiRES 
TO REALIZE THEY NEVER BECOME EFFECTIVE WITH 

“ SPLIT SECOND PRECISION AND KNOW FROM PREVIOUS EXPERIENCES 
COMMANDOS FREQUENTLY WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS THEIR BASES FOR 
~X\ PERIODS RUNNING UP TO SEVERAL DAYS, 
Ra 
- AS SEEN FROM HERE, SHELLING CIVILIAN CENTERS (JERUSALEM!S 
416) AND SHARETTS REPLY TO HAMMARSKJOLD (TEL AVIV'S 1075) 

SO DEMONSTRABLY COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE FROM POINT OF VIEW OF 

. ISRAELS POSITION BEFORE UN THAT IT WOULD APPEAR THEY EITHER 

1) REFLECT A TENDENCY TO PANIC NOT THERETOFORE APPARENT IN ae : 

OR CONSTITUTE DESPERATE MOVES TO BRING ABOUT RAPID DETERIORAT ita 

OF SITUATION IN HOPE ° 

(2) THAT EITHER WEST WILL BE COMPELLED INTERVENE AND EVENTUAL SS 

DICTATE SETTLEMENT WHICH WILL BE GUARANTEED AND WHICH WILL 

THUS PROVIDE ISRAEL.WITH PROSPECT OF SECURITY WHICH IT HAS NOT 

BEEN ABLE OBTAIN DURING PAST 7 YEARS OR 

(3) THAT THEY CAN INFLICT DEFEAT EGYPTIAN ARMY WH2@H WILL 

DISCREDIT NASSER AND THUS AFFORD ISRAELIS MORE 7 RR, Just ToL 
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SITUATION ARISING FROM REVITALIZATION ARAB ARMED FORCES, IF 

‘2) IF FACT ISRAELS OBJECTIVE WE ARE FACED WITH PROSPECT 

THAT EVEN IF HAMMARSKJOLDS VISIT 1S SUCCESSFUL IN EASING BORDER 
SITUATION WE WILL CONTINUE TO BE FACED WITH DISMAL OUTLOOK 

THAT TENUOUS PEACE MIGHT AT ANY ,TIME BE DESTROYED AT ISRAE!-S 
OPTION, THIS CONNECTION TIME WILL SOON COME FOR ISRAEL DECIDE. 
WHETHER OR NOT TO DIVERT JORDAN RIVER, IN THIS CASE ISRAEL 

MIGHT PERHAPS BE COUNTING ON PROBABILITY AND THAT ANY CONFLICT 

OR THREAT TO PEACE WHICH RESULTED FROM D'!VERSION OF ONLY REASONABLE 
AMOUNT OF WATER WOULD FIND ISRAEL ENJOYING ADVANTAGE OVER 

ARABS VIS-A-VIS WORLD PUBLIC OPINION, IN.THIS CONNECTION | 

THINK THAT IT IMPORTANT WE REAL{ZE THAT ARAB-ISRAEL! TENSIONS ALONG 
BORDER ARE ONLY ONE OF SEVERAL SITUATIONS WHI'CH THREATEN PEACE 

IN MIDDLE EAST, 


IF LINE fF REASONING ABOVE AND OTHER MESSAGES FROM THIS 
EMBASSY GIVE IMPRESSION WE FEEL GREATEST IMMEDIATE DANGER LIES 
IN WHAT ISKs.EL!1 GOVERNMENT MAY CHOOSE TO DO IT IS NOT 
BECAUSE WE BEI|IEVE EGYPT OR OTHER ARAB STATES WITHOUT 
THEIR SHARE RESPUNSIBILITY FOR TENSE SITUATION WHICH EXISTS 
BUT FACT OF MATTER 1S THAT ARAB NATIONS FEEL NO COMPULS1ON 
BRING THEIR DIFFERENCES WITH, ISRAELIS TO HEAD, THEY CAN FIND 
NECESSARY CONTINUE HARASS ISRAEL DECADE AFTER DECADE UNTIL ISRAEL!S 
JUST AS BRITISH AWD FRENCH, FORCED RELINQUISH POSITIONS IN 

ARAB WORLD, ARABS THUS HAVE ADVANTAGE THAT IN ANY GIVEN | 
CRISIS-EXCEPT ING ONE WHICH MIGHT ARISE FROM JORDAN RIVER 
DIVERSION-THEY ARE FREE PURSUE LINES OF ACTION WHICH DEMONSTRATE 
ARAB WILLINGNESS TAKE MEASURES AVOID OUTBREAK HOSTILITIES, 

UNT!L SUCH TIME AS THEY REACH SOME SORT OF MODUS VIVEND] 
WITH ARAB’ NEIGHBORS, ISRAELIS WILL BE UNDER CONT !NUOUS 

PRESSURE OF IRRITATING BORDER ACTIVITIES, ECONOMIC BLOCKADE 

ETC, WHICH FROM TIME TO TIME WILL BRING TO SURFACE !SSUE OF 
WHETHER DECISIVE WAR NOT PREFERABLE TO'ENDLESS TENSION, 

THIS LINE REASONING SUGGESTS gISRAEL ALTERNATIVES MAY BE TRY 

FOR SETTLEMENT, ADJUSTING THEIR POSITION TO REALITIES OF ARAB’ 
POSITIONS; ADAPT TO THIS TENSION; TRAP ARABS INTO STRIKING FIRST 





52540 


- 


a 


SECRET 


oe 


-3- 2060, APRIL.13, 5 PM FROM CAIRO 


BY BAN AT YACUB DIVERSION OR RESORT OTHER MEANS BRING ABOUT 
CONFLICT, THERE IS NO LONGER ANY GROUND FOR ISRAELIS TO HOPE 

THAT BY RETALIATIONS IN FORCE SUCH AS RECENT BOMBARDMENT OF 

GAZA TOWNS OF KHAN YOUNES INCIDENT OF 1955 THEY WILL CAUSE EGYPT, ANS 
IN TIME TO WELCOME SETTLEMENT, EXACTLY CONTRARY |S TRUE 

UNDER NEW CIRCUMSTANCES, THESE INCIDENTS ONLY SERVE 

STRENGTHEN MORALE OF EGYPTIAN ARMY, ENHANCE EGYPTtS LEADERSHIP 

IN ARAB WORLD AND iNCREASE ADVANTAGE OF SOVIET POSITION IN 

MIDDLE EAST, 


BYROADE 


JMD | 


STA LIAOIS 


SECRET : 


an tae: 
INCOMING TELEGRAM. Department of State 











33 LIMITED OFFICIAL USE o 2H 
0 ——_.k\v(Qa eee @ 
Action ‘Control: 7104 6 Bo 

| Rec'd: APRIL 13, 1 9 
NEA FROM: TEL AVIV” 9:5) a 99 p 8 
Info “a § 
RMR TO: Secretary of State .. . m B 
= 
SS NO: 1087, APRIL 13. 3P.M. © | “eo NG 
G " > , 
SP { Sd o 
oi SENT DEPARTMENT 1087, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 365. . o 
> 
- NO (REPEAT NO) INCIDENTS REPORTED NIGHT APRIL 12/13. ~ : 
USUN HOWEVER, VERY HEAVY GUARDING, PATROLLING AND ROAD Po 
P CONTROLLS CONTINUING IN TEL AVIV AREA, wm it * 
UOP | os 
ND 
SCA LAWSON ol 
OLI o® 
VMM 
OCB 
USIA 
CIA 
OSD 
ARMY 
AIR 
NAVY ae 
rae sy 
wee = ” 
zeOC«S 
wm fF 
ae naa 
= t za ; 
fe Sol 
—j 
ri 
0 
mi | 
el “ri 
ent 
rh OU 
i) > ‘ 
CS aa 


REPRODUCTOM<FROM “HIS 
“PERMANENT LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COPY, IF FIED, 
RECORD hanes e This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notatioePQHBiEAg, e 


INCOMING TELEGRAM =©Department of State Mmalaiils 


51 CO © TOP SECRET 
Ketion ayy Je Control: 7327 
NEA BU Rec'd: April 13, 1956 
FROM: Tel Aviv 5:19 p.m. 
_ Info 


RMR T0: Secretary of State 


- 
38 NO: 1088, April 13, 1 p.m. ke PG 
| 


G \ 

SP 

C PRIORITY 

EUR 2 

L SENT DEPARTMENT 1088, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY CAIRO 366, 
Io PRIORITY JERUSALEM 92. 

USUN 

R Reference: Catiro's 2051 to Department. 

0 


We likewise emphasized to Israel Government that Sharett's reply 


failed to take into account time factor. We have difficulty 
however in utilizing same argument re reported deep incursion 
four Egyptian planes yesterday afternoon one of which shot 


te kilometers within Israel territory (EMBTELS 1080 and 
LOS2). ° 


Believe Ben Gurion's official reply yesterday afternoon to 
Hammarskjold (released here to press yesterday evening) rep- 
resents more considered opinion GOI. This response unlike 
Sharett's informal reaction was prepared some hours after 
school boy/synagogue murders which had shocked entire nation. 


According to IDF there were no Fedayeen incidents reported last 


night and tension here appears to have lessened. Maintenance 
of this improved situation here appears possible unless Nasser 


' 


sends in new murder squad over weekend. 3 
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G O = | 
a SENT DEPARTMENT 419, REPEATED te | powbor, afar Ns | 
EUR 21, BEIRUT 115, CAIRO 238, DAMASCUS 116, LONDON 1 ARIS . p ! 
L 125, TEL, AVIV 215. e oo 
@ o 
aC Colonel Hommel of UNTSO told me April 13 that with most bh » 
E recent exchange of messages between Hammarskjold and Ben : >: 
ith Gurion, as released by UNHQ, he now considered situation ; ~ f 
O has oe eased He saw no special reason anticipate } . ot 
OLT renewed incidents between Israeli and Egyptian forces, at .! | 
least for immediate future. -UNTSO had received no new com-§. ‘= _° 
OCB plaints from either party. He added that results observers W 
ust, finding in course investigations "not yet collated" (CONGENTEL QI 
411). : Oo) 
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EUR SENT DEPARTMENT 2065. REPEATED INFORMATION JERUSALEM 141, - E 
L TEL AVIV 253, AMMAN 186, USUN 15. DAMASCUS, BEIRUT, LONDON, a 
10 PARIS UNNUMBERED, . 8 
OP S x 
0 COURIER CHRISTOPHERSON ON REPORTS FOLLOWING DETAILS REGARDING . 
SY INCIDENT iNVOLVING ARAB AIRWAYS PLANE .(EMBASSY TELEGRAM < : 
Our 2059). p * 
DC . ig 
OCB ,1) §NC!DENT OCCURRED 1/2 {NOT TEN} MILE EAST DEAD SEA AT —; 
USTA — HOURS APRIL 12, ABOUT 20 MINUTES OUT OF JERUSALEM (NOT i. 
OSD ; 
ae (2} TwO ISRAEL! P-51 MUSTANG FIGHTERS MADE SEVERAL PASSES 
Aim AT PLANE IN CLOSE FORMATION, 2 OF WHICH HE PERSONALLY 
OBSERVED, 1 FIGHTER PASSED OVER DC-3 NOT MORE THAN 10 FEET 
AWAY. 
‘ } © 
(3) "BURSTS ORANGE FLAME COMING FROM EACH WING CLOSE TO = 
NOSE" OBSERVED BY 2 AMERICANS SEATED ON STARBOARD SIDE, > 
FIRING APPEARED DIRECTED BELOW AIRCRAFT. > 
(4) FIGHTERS DISAPPEARED AFTER APPROXIMATELY 5 MINUTES FLYING 
VERY LOW OVER DEAD SEA. Cc 
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usun Have appointment with Ben Gurion at 12:30 p.m. local time today is 
to deliver Secretary General's message transmitted Cairo's 249 ™ 


0 to Tel Aviv. a 
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: w 
ro I gave Ben Gurion the Secretary General's message (Cairo 249 to ° 
USUN Tel Aviv), at 12:30 p.m. After reading it he returned it with»> Fy 
R the statment that he rejected it. a 5 
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7 Rec'd: April 14, — += 
FROM: Tel Aviv 5:24 p.m. ; o #3 
Info ‘ S a & 
RMR. 10: Secretary of State ry y 
9 
3S 0: 1095, April 14, & p.m. 4 o & 
G « = sg F 
7” ; 
~ PRIORITY. S > E 
i SENT DEPARTMENT 1095, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY CAIRO 371 ap 
Io m 
usuN When I called. on Ben Gurion today and gave him Hammarskjold's x g 
R message, transmitted Cairo's 249 to Tel Aviv repeated Depart-~ a §& 
i” ment 2054, Ben Gurion read it through twice before commenting s 
but with his face becoming progressively more flushed and his _ © 
manner more agitated. He then put down paper, turned to me % gp ¢& 
and in a voice so agitated that at times he was almost inco-4&2. gy 
herent, said "I think this is an impertinence. This is a 0) 


mission of bad will. This is not his (Harrarskjold's) mission. 
This is untrue. It is.a calumny. Why place this thing on our 
shoulders? Is he Ambassador of Nasser? I cannot receive this 
message. Is he agent of Nasser or of UN?". (At this point 
Ben Gurion was so upset and his speech becoming so incoherent 
‘that I feared he would have a stroke. Apparently his wife 
shared my apprehensions as she was watching him anxiously . 
from next room). Ben Gurion continued "it (the message) is 
an insult to our government". Ben Gurion then calmed a little 
and in effort to explain his reaction said that Secretary 
General was entitled his own opinion regarding question of 
whether Nasser wanted war. He made it clear that his objections 
were to last two sentences of message; one placing responsi- 
- bility for developments on Israel and other regarding propa- FE 
ganda which Ben Gurion interpreted as being directed at Israel. — 
‘He queried "is it propaganda that our children are killed in , 
synagogue?" . 
\Gomment: While it was obvious to me that Hammarskjold's mes- L 
ge would in circumstances be received with displeasure I was ‘ 
| ima at violence of Ben Gurion's reaction. Aside from. 
psetting character of message, it appearéd to me a portion of 


“? lolence Ben Gurion's reaction was due to heavy strain which eZ) 
N 3 has shouldered during past ‘week's Fedayeen activities; the [9 
1 & eports that Fedayeen terrorists have not been withdrawn by CQ: 
‘' § wWasser and are still within Israel; and information which he J 
a <2 eceived during interview that an IDF command car had hit ity 
2 > Sine near Nirim. this morning with 5 soldiers wounded. Furthermopd 
> 3S , “in course — REPRODUCTION FA H's 
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in course of conversation Ben Gurion referred to his dis- 
appointment at a recent message from Hammarskjold that he 

was not competent to deal with question of freedom of passage 
for Israel vessels at Suez and Aqaba. 


Finally Ben Gurion had previously heard a UP report: from 
Cairo quoting Hammarskjold as saying that Thursday's air 
incident had taken place over DZ where planes of military 
aircraft from both sides violated armistice. Ben Gurion 
said, "I must accept report with some reservation until 
confirmed but if Secretary General has been accurately 
reported by press, how was he in position to know facts 

of case to support statement of this kind?" In fact, fe 
pointed out Egyptian plane and pilot had been found 8 kilo- 
meters south of Sde Boker (well outside DZ).: I replied he 
should reserve judgment in this matter, that SYG had made 
point of cautious talking with press, and referred to fact 

he would be seeing Hammarskjold shortly and would have 
cpportunity to discuss all these matters. In giving message 
to Ben Gurion, I had pointed out to him I was merely trans- 
mitting agent and message had been sent through United States 
channels for reasons unknown to me. At close of conversation 
on this question, I again reminded him the United States 
Government was merely acting as transmitting agent. . 
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s no; 1096. April 14. 8 p.m. i-@ 3 
SP Pa 
C PRIORITY . 
Ei ‘ : 
a SENT DEPARTMENT 1096 REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO PRIORITY 372 A 
« ; = ® 
foes After my conversation with Ben Gurion regarding Hammarskhold's = Fi 
R message \EMBTEL 1095) Ben Gurion referred to our previous p 5 
0 two conversations (HMBTELs 1063 and 1078) and information » 
Israel had obtained of a special Fedayeen squad which was fo ae. 
OSD to strike at Tel Aviv. He said they now had information ae - 
Yasser had mot recalled gangs and these people were still oO 
n Israel" that they had been instructed to stay here and 0 


await orders. Furthermore, it had been learned their targets 
included, in,ad@ition to Tel Aviv, some objective in Acre, 
in Haifa, amd some installations near Lydda. 


Comment: All entrances to Tel Aviv continue to be heavily 
guarded with patrolling rural areas between checkposts. 


‘LAWSON 


eae . 
we 4 bs 4 . t 


‘ 





m 
bP] 
sy! wat ~ ! 
‘eae > ss 
B oO OQ 
a z ce f- | ra 
aay o- mee 
mR oh ra . - 
3 A Oo \ . be ms 
52545 ce Sey ieee he 
REPRODUCTION H 
_____SBCRET cde CLAS 1S 
PERMANENT PROHIBITED 


RECORD COPY * This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notation of action takene 


T 
— 


——_—_ 


INCOMING TELEGRAM = Department-of State 









my 
38 3 Pp \ CONF a DEN. TAL: 
Action \ Control: 7/17 ! = 
NES _ , Rec'd: Aprii'it AT 
FROM: «eruse lex: Oily eat, 
Info ‘ a 4 
RMR TO: Secretary of State : gE ae 
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33 NO: 420, April 14, Noon e 
G . OE 
SP : aires ‘| 
gE PN es Oo: 
EUR pe eee — siniiariain heat -icttisidiiat _— “No: 
x, SEN? DEFARSMEN? 4eC, VEPEATED UNSCRMATIOCN TELOPITZ ANMAN-Too, , ne 
tO PETORTIY CALRO 239, TEL AVIV 2160, GEL Lio, DAI ASC US 117. e a 
USUN Mo 
Pp ° Dritish Consul Generel Wikeley gave se Toll owlng spare > 2 
pop  <prli 13 watch he | hae suet ootatned frer Cantetn Arat lan > «+ 
Q Alrweys airplane "DLusced" previcut day by three Israel! : NN & 
OLI fighter planes : bh 4 
| 
OCB Arab lan Al erays plane departed Kaiardia Alrrort om acvasneds ie o 
USIA pac ceniger flight to Catro at 700 lecat filme April 12.- Avout — & 
CIA ey winutes later 11 reacned vicinity *“ernuk at o,000 feet, Ol 
Oosp icltitide. AL that tiie, three ip’ ter binnes ‘ Pproached fron 0) 
ARMY ‘he Mart ond rade several passer Lowird Apallah Alrwaye plane. 
WAVY Star of David Ingslenta observed on wings. Alrplane Captatn 
AIR lowered undercarriage and turned nortiward. Je reported to 
Minan sod asked for tnatruct.ton: Since israeli planes goon 
disappeared, he was instructed regu 1 uorral course. Ue 
arrived Cetro without further incident. 
Arabian Airways plane carried one Awertea un end several Pritish 
pear) as well as local travellers. American told aircraft 
Captain that he- saw israeli blene fire pursts fron ites guns. 
Shought plenes were "Mustangs." Understand HKij-India MAC meetti 
shortly consider emergency cor wolaint incident. § 
Assume israeli actions ccnnected, in some way with rumors Kedayee 
flowa back to Cairo from Kalendia (CONGENTEL 415). Wikeley had $ rat 
no confirmation, but thought such rumors probably true. His cr. 
see employee reports having seen group men ooviously not locals, 
' paces through Jerusalem in bus. ‘They were wearing fatigue type 
ili sary clothes. Bystanders de serived group as "Egyptian *T} 
coumandos." In addition, Colonel ttzak Jordan MAC delegate oD 
told Wikeley, in response | his question, that rumored travel 
ct ayeen “quite possible." Lotsl informants profess to believe 
tuey proceeded mee in Egyptian Airlines passenger plane. rn 
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Danger civil air traffic arising through any use Kalandia for 
Fedayeen shuttle service now only too obvious. 
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CTA Tuésday before engaging in further exchanges. Herzog said 
OSD Ben Gurion's overwrought manner yesterday reflected both the 
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NEA Rec'd: April 16, 1956 
FROM: Tel Aviv . 6:53 a.tt. eee 
Info — = $s ES Ba 
RMR TO: Secretary of State = e 5 a = 
35 NO: 1098, April 15, 6 p.m. a i" 8 
G = | oe | 
SP a = 4) = 
C PRIORITY S | ~ na 
EUR & 
L SENT DEPARTMENT 1098; REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY OAIRO ys. @ oe 
‘ us 
a In conversation with Enbassy counselor late last night, Herzog, * 4 
UOP who had just come from Ben Gurion's home, said that Prime ms 
0 Minister had calmed a bit regarding Hammarskjold's message — € 
OLI but was still highly incensed at the "highly arbitrary place- = 3 
ment responsibility" on Israel for future developments. Ben 2 ss 
OCB Gurion however had decided to wait until SYG's arrival there a 
Oi 
o 


ARMY pressures which Prime Minister had been under from some 
| NAVY quarters since September to take preventive action, plus 
AIR tremendous pressures from all quarters to retaliate” 


. 
N\ 


Copy Hu. 





for 
past weeks Fedayeen activities. He~remarked that Friday's 
special Cabinet meeting (to consider security matters) had 
been stormy one. Herzog added that Ben Gurion still with- 
ae oe pressures but next few days would tell the 
story 


_ Embassy counselor commented Hammarskjold was being tough with 
yboth sides; that this was necessary if results were to be 
Geta ined; and it would be a serious mistake for Israel to 
. undertake retaliation at time when SYG was engaged in active 
anegotiations and before enough time had elapsed to give Nasser 
pportunity to demonstrate whether he was adhering to his com- 
_thitments. ytd. eu” La opt 


sxomment : /Bmbass 3y hopes Hammarsk jold's aotivities and Eban's 
pril 11 conyersation with Secretary, which is interpreted here 
s retided | possibilities for arms procurement, may have arrested 








r retarded {Israel reprisal or more serious military action. 
Ltuatfion remains potentially critical however’ and we believé#@fhere 
re several / possible developments which could cause resurge 
espePation here and which should receive Department's close 
attention. 


gf ivetty, there is question of special Fedayeen squad or squadS4 
sreportedly within israel awaiting further instructions prog 73) 
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SECKET 


“f= JOU, April 15, 6 pam... fron Tel Aviv. 
Nasser which ajpurenidly welwns 3. wach on Ben Gurion's mind 

that he has discussed i! with we thrée times within past week. 
Similar repovts have heen received by USARMA. Embassy is - 
convinced that GOL pluces credence in these reports. Tel Aviv 
for three days and nights has been ringed with thousands of © 
police md troups clesely checking all possible entries into 
city. Jn view ot terrific smpact of this operation on their own 
citizens, itt is nardjy likely that it constitutes demonstration 
merely for foreign consumption. 


Secondly, we are concerned about possiloility of substitutive 
Fedayeen activities originating from Jordan, Lebanon and - 
possibly Syria (Amman's 553 and London's 4609 to Department). 

GOT his already regeived reports that Fedayeen are entering . 

from Jordan ard Friday night’s inctdent near Meron lends credeuice 
to British Foreign’ Office report of intercepted messages. While 
Nasser wight heve some success before world opinion in disclaiming 
responsioility for such: activities, GOI is, as Department knows, 
‘convinced for many months Egypt has established and maintained 
Fedayeen training activities in both Jordan and Syria. 


Finally yesterday's incident near Nirim in which an Israel 
activities from Gazs. Department will recall long period mining 
activities and casualties: April May 1955 which, along with other 
incidents, served 28 prelude to small Israeli retaliation. - 
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C SENT DEPARTMENT 1099, REPEATED INFORMATION OTTAWA 2, LONDON 319 


FUR PARIS 239, ROME 60. ; 
Io PRIORITY i: > 
UMSA jo 
MC. FOR THE SECRETARY 7 
E ' 
R After delivery Hammarskjold's message and ensuing discussions _ 
0 ° reported EMBTEL 1095, I gave Ben Gurion a short oral Summary O1 
DEPTEL 765. ral 


Ben Gurion thanked me for the information; said your April ll 
talk with Eban represented "some advance"; but you "must realize 
the position of those countries". 


In elaboration, and based on conversations in which GOI represent- 


atives had already engaged with western countries, Prime Minister 
cited following: 


1. Canada in best position because no colonies or other special 
Middle Fast interests. Nevertheless, Canadians sensitive to 
sovereignty and independence from US\and it would be extremely 
difficult for Cabinet to go to Parliament and explain arms sales 


-, on grounds that GOE preferred that Canada rather than US act as 
Ge supplier. ; 


v . ,Position France and England even more difficult because of 
“ Eheir critical position in Arab world-France in Algeria and Britain 
n Aden, Jordan and Buraimi. Difficulties for them this matter in- 
wreased by fact that Arabs know USG supply arms to Israel. 
B ; 


ra 


ny Therefore, they (western countries) say with some reason t 


f United States would be willing to releaseja portion of arms e«ged- 
d, théy would. supply rest. Although they ate —e U da 
— 


= wai 


ve 


tates to go ahead, they do not dare. > 
' = , 
.‘"Prance and Canada have goodwill toward Israel; pé¥haps doe 
aly. Britain may be changing its attitude. They are giving 
few night fighters." USG with no colonies, already gap cai ig 
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SECRET 


-2- 1099, April 15, 6 p.m., from Tel Aviv 


to Baghdad pact embers, and as friends of both sides, is in 
better position than France or Britain to help Israel. I inter- 
posed that France had been able to provide Mysteres to Israel 
without the violent reaction from Arabs which might had occurred 
from a similar US transaction. Ben Gurion replied Nasser had 
protested to Pineau but that latter was an honorable man and had 
stood by promises he had made to Israel. 


5. Ben Gurion concluded his remarks by saying "Mister Ambassador, 
America is not what it was a hundred years ago when it was a pro- - 
vincial state. You are now in position of having replaced Britain 
as world leader. They (western countries) want at least a token 
shipment of arms from US. Then they are in better position to go 
ahead . 


When I reminded Ben Gurion of your April 11 conversation with Eban, 
he relied, "yes, it marks a little advance". 


LAWSON 
MGG: CAB 4 


52549 SECRET ox 
‘ ‘ ge 










Q 
CROPEP + ok Y 
32 a a } BS& 
Action Control: 807 4 
Rec'd: Aprtl 16, - sid 
NEA FROM: Tel Aviv 6:19 a.m. _ — 


f 
iW yieumoog 


Info . a ; 
MR TO: Secretary of State , 





or 

3S NO: 1100, April 15, & p.m. Fhe 
G : by 
SP ; e = 
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tO Following incidents not inclu EMBTEL 1091 reported by fopetge™ & 

ite S 


USUN Ministry: Be 
P - % wires, J 
UOP - “even soldiers wounded sat aah, April 14, when their army = 
0 vehicle hit two mines “inside ael territory" near Nir Yitzuda, 
OLI MR O88072. - (Ben-Gurion, in conv jon reported EMBTEL 1095 Ol 
located incident at Nirim and ren ag only five wounded, ) Oo 
IOP . According to Foreign Minister inv ftion of same area later 
OCB in day uncovered two additional an WwW le mines. 


CIA ‘ 

OSD R. Sokomon 25-year-old Kibbutz Beit shepherd, suffered 
ARMY hend wound when ambushed at 10 a.m. Ap Two of his sheep 
NAVY killed. s , 

AIR oO 


Egyptian position opened fire on Israeli post at Gezs near Erez 
Friday night, Israelis not responding. No casualties. 


Same Egyptian unit opened fire against 1:30 p.m. April 14, 
starting exchange which continued 50 minutes. 
Sf) 
.\Comment: Foreign Minister continues efforts to establish 
itiative these incidents has been post-Nasser's adherence 
to cease-fire. They insist they will be avle to.establish that 
hicles earlier April 14 traversed without incident same 
tretch of road on which army vehicle later set off mines. 
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— ae 4/19/56 12:35 a.m. | 
Action. ; Control : v- - iA 

NEA . _ Rec'd: April 16, 1956 // 

' FROM: Tel Aviv - CORRECTED COPY 6:19 a.m. See 
Info . “. 
RMR 10: Secretary of State ~~ Eas a 
= NO: 1100, April 15, 8 pam. fe E g | 
SP | 3 
C_ SENT DEPARTMENT 1100, REPEATED INFORMATION CATRO 37%, AMMAN 152, _ 
EUR = BEIRUT 249. S 
L 5 es 
IQ  ~— -Following incidents not included EMBTEL 1091 reported by ¥ 
= Foreign Ministry: z 
UOP Seven soldiers wounded at 11:25 a.m. April 14, when their army i 
O- vehicle hit two mines "inside Israel territory" near Nir Yitzuak, 2 
OL MR 088072. (Ben-Gurion, in conversation reported EMBTEL 1095 fo 

located incident at Nirim and reported only five wounded . ) ° 

LOP According to Foreign Minister investigation of same area later 
Lees in day uncovered two additional anti-vehicle mines. 

OSD R. Solomon 25-year-old Kibbutz Beit Govrin shepherd, suffered gq 
ARMY hand wound when ambushed at 10 a.m. April 14. ‘Two of his sheep wy 
NAVY killed. rN 
AIR mA . 

Egyptian position opened fire on Israeli post at Gaza near Erez @ 

Friday night, Israelis not responding. No casualties. ms 

Same Egyptian unit opaned fire against 1:30 p.m. April 14, a 

—e 7 Starting exchange which continued 50 minutes. is 

\ ‘ol t 

NI A) Gomment: Foreign Minister continues efforts to establish _ 

ae itiative these incidents was after Nasser's adherence to Ol 

| lease-fire. They insist they will be able to establish thet Ol. 
a hicles earlier April 14 traversed without incident same oO ~> 
\! retch of road on which army vehicle later set off mines. XQ 
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jn SECRET 
38 
Action \ Control : 7947 
te | Rec'd : APRIL 15; ACS, + 
ree FROM: JERUSALEM ; 9:04 AM 
nto ' 
TO: Secretary of State 
RMR ‘ 
NO; 422, APRIL 15, 11 AM 
SS , e | mS E 
m f # gS 
CG SENT TEL AVIV PRIORITY 218; REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT, sad F 
EUR 422, CAIRO 241. & 
L oO) «+ 
T0 REFERENCE TEL AVIV'S TELEGRAM 91, Py e 
JSUN - B 
R 
P HEREWITH UNTSO COMMENTS NUMBERED PARAGRAPHS CAIRO'S 2052, ps 
0 Az 
BODIES TEN FEDAYEEN WERE RETURNED TO EGYPTIANS ON APRIL 11. : je F 
NINE WERE IDENTIFIED BY VILLAGE HEADMEN OR RELATIVES UPON ps 
RETURN. REMAINING BODY WAS SO RIDDLED WITH BULLETS. IDENT! -~} . 
FICATION IMPOSSIBLE. THOSE IDENTIFIED WERE PALESTINIANS, _ © 
.* ALL ABOUT 19 TO 20 YEARS OLD. THEY WORE RUDIMENTARY UNI - a 
— FORM CONSISTING KAKH! FATIGUE-TYPE CLOTHES AND TENNIS 0 


SHOES. OBSERVERS REPORTS INDICATE IN ADDITION FOREGOING 
THREE OR POSSIBLY FOUR FEDAYEEN WERE WOUNDED AND CAPTURED. 
OF THOSE OBSERVERS HAVE NAMES OF TWO: (1) SALRAN HAMDAN 
MOHAMMED HAMADLE AND (2) SAID SALMAN EL MILAI. 


UNTSO NOT ABLE COMMENT ESPEC!ALLY ON NASSER'S PROFESSED 
N. "BELIEF" THAT PERSONS ATTACKING CHILDREN'S SCHOOL NOT 
\ EGYPT!AN. OBSERVERS WERE ABLE VERIFY THAT ATTACKS OF WHICH 
|SRAEL!IS COMPLAINED DID IN FACT OCCUR. HOWEVER, ATTACKERS 
EFT NO CLUES AS TO THEIR IDENTITY AND ISRAEL AUTHORITIES 
ROVIDED OBSERVERS NO TRACKING FACILITIES BY WHICH CULPRITS 
@tIGHT HAVE BEEN TRACED, TO QUOTE UNTSO SOURCE; "THEY DID 
n\ SioT PERMIT OBSERVERS DO ANY TRACKING." ISRAELIS APPARENTLY 
EEL THEY HAVE STRONGER CASE WITH NO TRACKING THAN IF 


Td LAYOAS 





0G \ 
5} 4) RACKING EFFORTS SHOULD PROVE INCONCLUSIVE. SIMILARLY, | 
“2 |SRAELIS DID NOT ENCOURAGE INTERROGATION CAPTURED FEDAYGEN 35 
sf oO 
“ -« Y OBSERVERS; ALLOWING LATTER ESTABLISH ONLY RUDIMENTARY = 
S @ |NFORMATION SUCH AS GIVEN CONGENTEL 411. ° SINCE OBSERVERS a 
_™% BN QUESTION DO NOT SPEAK ARABIC THEY WOULD HAVE NEEDED rr} 
r 3 S oe 
Bs ASSISTANCE INTERPRETER, ETC a a 
9 COPY, IF CLASSIEARD, 'S 
. PROHIBITED ie 
PERMANENT SECRET 


RECORD COPY e This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notation of action ene 
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| SECRET 
-2- 422) APRIL 15, 11 AM FROM JERUSALEM 
UNTSO. HAS DEVEL PED NO INFOR'‘AT’ON WHICH WOULD LEAD TO 
CONCLUSION THAY ATTACKS AGA iS! WOMEN AND CHILDREN WERE 
WORK OF ISRAEL! ARABS IT !S POSSIBLE THAT ATTACKS IN 
LYDDA-AMLE AREA WERE WORK INF ILTRATORS FROM JORDAN BUT UNTSO 
HAS NOTHING SUPPORT SUCH A HYPOTHESIS 
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REC'D * “OTHE 
0 C47 PROS - SY NAVS~2 Ash 23 &fD £ ; 
suBJect: Alleged Israeli Commando Activity in Eritrea 


| Shortly before receiving a copy of Tel Aviv's despatch referred to above the | 
Embassy was|queried by journalists as to whether it had information to the effect 


that Israeli commandos were being trained in Eritrea. The Embassy concludes that o 


rr quod 


arr 


. 1 
+ 








Loe 
ed ' 
the report is known to Egyptian governmental officials but is inclined to agree witha »: \ 
Embassy Tel Aviv that the likelihood of such an operation seems to be farfetched. > ct 
It is no setvret, however, that relations between Egypt and Ethiopia are not oO 3 | 
particularly cordial and we therefore believe that the Egyptian Government may BS! 
aecribe more importance to the report than it would seem to merit. So fer as we >» .. . 
are aware no mention of the report has appeared in the local press. ws Oj 
FQ THE AMBASSADCR; 7 
= —_ 
0) 
i io 16) 
/ Oo 
Alexander Schnee 
Counselor of Embassy for Political Affairs 
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Action Control: 9591 fi 

Rec'd: April 18, 8 

NEA FROM: Tel Aviv 9:05 a.m. rs 

Info a 

TO: Secretary.of State ° 

S 

SS NO; 1105, April 17, 3 p.m. F 

G a: 

SP i 

7 SENT DEPARTMENT 1105, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 375. 3 

L —sNOFORN $ 
Io “i 

USUN 


When Sharett and I chatted at President's Memorial Day reception, 
R he repeated some of Ben Gurion's views on Hammarskjold's message 
0 which Prime Minister rejected (Cairo's 2054 to Department, repeate 
Tel Aviv 249, Embassy telegram 1095). 


His reaction was not emotional as contrasted with Ben Gurion's, oo 
but he vigeraualy attacked Hammarskjold's ethics in employing US * 
transmission channels. Proprieties demanded that with communication > 
or this character, US. should have been apprised a as member of ™ 
~Q Security Council or United Nations. By his use of ,channels he 
: was putting US in possession of substance of "very sharply worded ' 
message to Israel from Secretary General" which aould prejudice US — 
attitude in matter in advance of orderly examination of all facts ™ 
and findlngs.I interrupted to say that I was certain Hammarskjold 


had no such intention, Sharett reply that nevertheless net result 
was to prejudice US. 


Gideon Rafael, Foreign Ministry edvisor on UN political affairs, 
took up subject at same party in obvious efforts to determine 
whether Washington, in fact, had substance Hammarskjold's message. 
He asked circuitously whether we had channels of communication with 
Cairo except via Washington. I pointed out that it was possible to 
communicate with Cairo without going through Washington. 








Pi /R 


an 
iy 
rita 


Destroycs + 


He wanted to know if I could not have rejected message. I dismpgged 
this peremptorily, stating I could’not have contemplated such 
decision for single moment in view of obvious urgency with whi 
Hammarsk jold considered message and importance to Israel of be 
apprised his viewpoint with least possible delay. At any rate, 
message had already been accepted for US.transmission by, Embas 


“Cairo do that we were merely a relay point in ~a communiéation tem — 
' already established. 


we 


Gory sivw\, 


. . 4 . 
Comment: From subsequent reports I gathered Hammarskjold able 
mollify GOI officials somewhat in his meeting with them-at airport ~ 
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SECRET 
-2- 1105, April 17, 3. p.m. From Tel Aviv 
Sunday enroute Beirut. Embassy has been informed he told them 
he had selected US channel to "nreserve personal and confidential 
character of message (sic)". 
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3 CONFIDENTIAL 
Action Control: 9466 
- Rec'd: A 
NEA FROM: Tel Aviv 
Info 
PMI TO: Secretary of State ; 4 
sg NO: «—«1107, April 17, 2 p.m. . i 
G> SENT DEPARTMENT 1107, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 1153, CAIRO 570) a 
C DEPARTMENT PASS ARMY . of . 
EUR Only incident reported since EMBTEL 1100*was bombing and burnigp wz 
a ‘on April 16 of worker's dining hall at Nesher cement quarries KR % 
vaun near Mishmar Ayhlon. No injuries. Police also discovered > 5 
P eight unexploded sticks of dynamite and according JERUSALEM WS, §& 
UOP POST "tracks of three men, one of whom wore tennis shoes fqundp ™ 
gc, leading towards Latrun." Relaxation of public tension has fot 4 & 
OLI diminished maintenance strong security measures. Jerusalen®: a. 
Tel Aviv, Tel Aviv-Beersheba Roads now open to night traffic, w 
OCR but they and all approaches Tel Aviv still covered by road Ol 
USIA block controls. : 0) 
oe IDF FLO advised USARMA that GOI believes six groups of Fedayeen 
still in Israel. 
ARMY 
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37 36 vA CONFIDENTIAL 
Action, Corpisls 9656 om 
NEA 2 ec'd: APRIL 18, 1956 gS e 
Info. Pr) gs ao 
RMR TO: Secretary of State ye 
“Ss NO: 2084, APRIL 18, 1 P.M. 
SP O | 
8. ee 
EUR PRIORITY fp o 
ij * 
IO SENT DEPARTMENT 2084, USUN PRIORITY 78, REPEATED JNFORMATION 0) fi 
re JERUSALEM PRIORJTT 144, TELAVIV PRIORITY 259, AMMAN, BEJRUT; = 5 
0 _~DAMASCUS, LONDON, PARIS UNNDMBE RED i » 
OLI : > ° 
COLONEL ELY JS INFORMED NASSER HAS 1SSUED CATEGORIC ORDERS, TO 8 
OCB MILITARY COMMANDERS NOT (RPT NOT) TO FIRE ACROSS D/L EVEN = 
ae iF FIRED UPON UNLESS THERE IS.CLEAR-EVIDENCE OF PROSPECTIVE on 
08D ISRAEL] ATTACK. VIOLATION THESE ORDERS WILL LEAD TO 0) 
ARMY "SERIOUS COURT MARTIAL CHARGE". 
NAVY 
AIR ELY STATES ABOVE FROM EGYPTIAN ARMY SOURCE WHO WAS CLEARLY 
IMPRESSED BY "SEVER}TY" ORDERSe AS CONFIRMATION ELY SAYS 
UNTSO GAZA REPORTS JSRAELIS YESTERDAY MORNING DIRECTED 
AUTOMATIC FIRE AGAINST EGYPTIANS BUT LATTER DID NOT (RPT NOT) oO 
REPLY. 
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Secretary of State 


April 15, Noon 


1109, 





PRIORITY 


PR “Ot iad ‘ rey 


FORMA "FO: 


SEN” DEP ARMED 1109, REPEATED 
aL Hammavskjold's request jotred him erd Buras at Ceverume 
House last night for az informal. chat. “t obvious ‘that solé 
furpose of this conversat or was to acguaint me with fact ‘ha: 
unhappy controversy betwee: him and bes Curion (EMBTEL 1995) had 
now been resolved’amicatly. He discussed ir few genezal ternis 
reason for firm type of message which he gen to Ben Curton 
which in essence was that he was afraid Israel would upset 
situation ard completely wreck his mission by some i 2judilciouw: 
and violent action. This he felt afte» he had optatned defiirs-: 
assurances from Nasser of no desive'for =" seemed to recer: : 
sharp message firmly placirg burden of vrerporsibility o° tera: 
There weve undoubtedly other factors Lavoelved and 3 etn OTs 
‘hat, Hammersk jold's action ron only prompted by his fear of 
precipLtous action by Ber Gurion bu®. shat he esleso icspived by 


Ly 
SHI TWYINTD w/w a 





certain enger over what he believed wae isreel'c urfeir and uu. 
justified exploitation of propaganda station, ~ s vefery 
fpecifically to his belief ben Cuvior hsd perm och iar kent’ 


eGel-y/vrs°rvlc 


had .. fac Sa Po 
wieul ders: qd 
feats Or 


to Hemmerskjold to be published bef<ve Jatter 

Lex. Hanmarskjold asleo wished to cleay up acy 
with regerds to his use of Guy charrela of commun 
Guric: end to express regret over posi -or I has 

receiving "dramatic veactton! 
feners!] terns to effect, What, 
tine ws be moss divect ard 
delay i. delivery cf mecsag 
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P) 


-2-.110S, Apr.1 18, 
~4is has been completely adjusted itn coversatiors here in Israel. 
At this point he went out of his way, I though: to preise Ben 
Gurion in his realistic discussion of subject and his willingness 
<o discuss hard and firm opinions. 


Eammarskjold in reply to my direct question satd -t's corntvoversy 
had in no way /prejudiced talks which he hcld'irg wth Ber. Gurtor 


ard Sharett. We aisc remarked =o me at tha ‘‘'~e ard later ag _~ 
leaving that thatter seemed ae oeer: conplezely adjusted and he was 
‘rn fact very much pleased with atmosphere | of two mé-° "rg ne had Datei 
with Israelis] hat day. He fererbed that... mereral °° ‘tule 

early to coo kat how his mission would deveise but on «note he 4 ” 
encouraged. —" 


‘ 

Also {tn reply to my dlrect .question he stated he had now obtaired 
sufficient. assurances from both Egyp: asd ‘srael that there would 
be.no more f ‘ining across lite or ron of regular or irvegulur 
troops across line. His job now wus to “interlock” these iwo assur- 
qneas and all at that time endeavoring to get firm writter statement 

‘his later confirmed by Shsrett when > met with him and Ber Gurior ° 
u latter's home.) 2 defi Hammar sk jold- abs sh impression he optimistic 

th regard to obtaining some pari of his program for this aree Su 

clear that he aware of possibilities of changes and breakdo. 7s 

evrangements even after they nad beer completed. 


‘le expected to be in iat for about three days more after whicti 
he would move on to Beirut, Daméscus, Amman and again Cairo. ils 
would return to Rome wnich he would make his headquarters.,and . | 
complete his report of vecomm™é;dations elihough he thought .i qs 
rossible he might have to make at least. o1e trip back to New York 
before completing his mission. . 

. had advantage of an invimate Lefsrmal meal with Hammarskjold aad 
burns and had a‘fex words with some of Hammarskjold's stafi’ who 
engaged in Freparasticn of their telegram on day's converrs tons 
with isreelis. General air seemed to be one of restralced optimum. 
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Gurion's home at 9 p.m. last night. This meeting was some-~*" 
what dramatized by the gg age te & 5-man police escort 
to accompany me from Tel Aviv geek the Jerusalem Corridor, 
although the Fedayeen situation no 
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EUR 

; departure for US they immediately set up a meeting in Ben 
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Action Central: 15109 = 2 
Rec'd: April 199119562 ql 
NEA FROM: Tel Aviv ; 5:47 a.m... m oO 2 
Info . YPe- ; La “=. 
_— TO: Secretary of State 4. my ti 
NO: 1110, April 18, 4 p.m. (SECTION ONE OF TWO) wo ® 
- hz 
: wW Sg 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT 1110, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 379.,, a E 
Oo ® 
When Ben Gurion and Sharett were informed of my proposed - e 
aa © 

et) 

gi 

Oo) 


Onger appears acute. 


Purpose of this meeting was obviously to: Os Inform me that 
unfortunate controversy between Hammarskjold and Ben Gurion 

“had been com ig | and amicably resolved. They wished to clear 
books completely of this episode in order that there might be 


absolutely no prejudice on part of US Government with regard 
to situation. 


‘Sharett did most of gen | but oe Erol he said was attended 
to by Ben Gurion who seemed somewhat tired from their 2 ° 


ee with Hammarskjold during day lasting a total of 5 
ours. 


S Sharett made it clear that this unfortunate aig heal | had 
\ been cleared up; that both sides had agreed to forget incident; 
that tiHere had been a further clarification of Hammarskjold's 
\ | miscalculation regarding the publication of Ben Gurion's letter; 
\S | that the "decks had been cleared for action" for the talks; 
$ that limited-progress had been made during the talks; and that 
Aatmosphere was an entirely congenial one. | 


,; 
RM/R 
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| At this point, Sharett addressed his remarks to Ben Gurion and 
related some of his conversation with Hammarskjol@ in Se r 
_ “fan route from Lydda to Jerusalem. Sharett's line‘with 4) 
_ AXQ#aimarskjold followed his discussion with me (EMBTEL 11 . > 
a 2 aid he had very firmly made four points of objection teg 
g- \ a 
fn & HamnarskJq1d's Bction 
Q 
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SECRET 
-2- 1110, Apri! 15, 4 p.m. {SECTION ONE OF TWO) 


Hammarskjold's action. They were: (1) Hammarskjold had by 
‘reason of his message to Ben Gurion cleared Nasser of any 
responsibility in event of war. 


(2) He had fastened firmly the responsibility of war on Israel. 


(3) He had used an improper channel of communication which 
permitted one member of Security Council to have advance 
knowledge of an H#xchange of communications thus giving the 
opportunity for.US prejudice in the situation. 


(4) Unfair reference to exploitation of a propaganda situation 
by Israel. 


He said he thought Bammarskjold received this line of talk with 
some depression. 


Sharett also asked Hammarskjold why he took it upon himself to 
assure that Nasser does not want war. Hammarskjold replied 

that he was prompted to this conclusion because Nasser had 
resisted very strong pressures from other Arab states to take 
military action,;after latest Gaza incident. Hammarskjold said 
he concluded Nasser does not want war now...perhaps later he may 
wish it and after few months he could not say what situation 
would be. For moment however he convinced Nasser nae no war 
intention. 


Hammarskjold sqid therefore, ne had reasoned that getting public 
commitment from Nasser that he did not want war would create 

position from Which Nasser would be unlikely to move. He though 
this would help stabilize situation. ‘ -  @ 


Sharett said Hammarskjold had asked Ben Gurion for lettér under- 
‘ taking that Israel would engage in no shooting and no crossing 
of |lines by regular or irregulars (he had included irregulars 
to meet Nasser situation although we do not have any in this 
country). He said Hammarskjold was at moment engaged in trying 
to secure similar letter from Nasser. I understand Ben Gurion — 
has agreed to supply such letter. In both instances undertaking 
will become effective from 6 p.m. Israel time Wednesday night. 
Although Hammarskjold has Ben Gurion's assurance of letter he is 

nof publishing it until ke gets Nasser's reply. He hopes this 
f¥rm and public undertaking on both sides will assure compete 
quiet while his  eaaaamaienie are continuing. 
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3S NO: 1110, April ‘18, 4 p.m. (SECTION TWO OF TWO) 





os 
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‘ m 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 1110 REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 379. za 
EUR 2. To comment on Dulles press conference Sharett referred to 
L radio comment on Secretary's press conference in Washington. ‘~ 
0 He said Dulles was asked about arms from Canada. The report 
of Secretary's reply was interpreted by both him and Ben 
Burion to mean Dulles had merely said he not imposing world 
embargo on Israel. At this point Sharett turned to Ben 
Gurion and related to him substance his conversation with me 
ee Day (EMBTEL 1106) ending up with his proposal 
re F84s. Ben Gurion nodded complete assent. 


Oc ¢ Wd Ge 


04 peummyoy eg ISN quemmoog STt4L 


3. To comment on new Soviet policy Sharett and Ben Gurion 

both referred to new Soviet policy statement issued April il. 
Sharett referred particularly te Soviets willingness, recognize 
demarcation lines. When I inquired whether this might not 
displease Arabs, Ben Gurion not sure that it would have any 
material effect on Arab-Soviet relations, but Sharett convinced 
there would be what he termed "Ripple in Arab press. They 
considered this completely new development with regard to 

middle eastern conditions and interpreted good word said for 
France and Britain as a "sop"... a sop to British prior to 
up-coming visit of Bulganin and Krushchev and a sop to French 
before Mollet's proposed visit to Moscow. Sharett is of opinion 
oviets giving much more consideration to friendship recently 

nd as they realize there is present favorable attitude of 

rench toward Israel they arealittle careful not to,upset French 
n Middle East area. He also referred to UP dispatch from Moscow 
*theme of which was that, despite this new statement of Mollet's 
q-egarding demarcation lines, Soviets would retain Arab friendship. 


— 
‘ 
Sy 


LZ, 


; 

; n discussing changes in Soviet Union later and especially the 

“ anti-Stalin line now Sharett referred to visit to Rugsia 

“pecently of Syrian Communist who returned to Syria a licly 
xpressed great bitterness toward Moscow because he 
oviets not willing to goall out against Israel. WN 
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of conversation both Sharett aid Ben Gurion asked me to convey 
their most respectful greetings to Secretary. 


Sharett concluded conversation by saying "in light of your 
numerous conversations with Prime Minister and myself we 
confident you will know what to tell Secretary". I remarked 
that I should be pleased to give him fair and objective report 
on exact situation and attitudes which existed here. 
Sharett then referred again to his conversations about F84s 
and other items which United States Government might find 
"manageable" and thus influence French and Canadian Governments 
to move in direction of supplying arms to Israel. Ben Gurion 
made one remark in this connection saying “if you could bring 
72 planes to Israel you would find peace in this area". 
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FROM: TEL AVIV 
70: Secretary of State 


WO: 1113, APRIL 18 





EARLY PRESS REACTION TO SOVIETS ANNOUNCEMENT OF READINESS TO: 

IST IN, EFFORTS TOWARD ARAB-!SRAEL PEACE, BANNERLINED BY # 
ET PAPERS, WAS MIXED. THERE WAS SOME GUARDED HOPE THAT a 
DEVELOPMENT REPRESENTED BREAK IN RECENT SOVIET SUPPORT OF © 
ARAES BUT MOST SAID THEY WOULD RESERVE JUDGMENT PENDING, OTHER 
EVIDENCES OF USSR GOOD FAITH. 


OSEL-v/VVE°VLO 


MOST SKEPTICAL WAS JERUSALEM POST (MAPA!) WHICH SAID THAT 
USIA IN THE ABSENCE OF OTHER CHANGES IN SOVIET POSTURE STATEMENT 
CIa' MUST BE CONSIDERED "ATTEMPT TO STAKE CLAIM TO EQUAL VOICE 

OSD WITH WEST IN ME AND ESSAY DRIVING DEEP WEDGE BETWEEN U S 

RMY ON ONE HAND AND BRITIAN AND FRANCE ON THE OTHER AT MOMENT WHEN 
ATR MARSHALL BULGANIN AND KHRUSHCHEV ARE VISITING BRITIAN." 


AL HAMISHMAR (MAPAM) SAW HOPE SOVIETS BEGINNING TO CHANGE 
DCL "SURPRISING AND PAINFUL POLICY WHICH SHE HAD EMPLOYED IN 
ALL RECENT APPEARANCES. ONE MUST STILL WAIT FOR TRANSLATJON 
OF THEORY IN TO PRACTICE AT ANY RATE, IT LOOKS AS IF-INSTEAD 
OF ONE - SIDE SUPPORT OF ARAB COUNTRIES, THERE WILL NOW BE 
BALANCED APPROACH WHICH WILL TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION "JUSTI- 
FIED NATIONAL INTERESTS" OF BOTH SIDES. ACID TEST 1S DiS- 
CONTINUATION OF DISPATCH OF ARMS SUPPLIES TO ANY COUNTRY IN 
ME WHICH IS NOT WILLING TO NEGOTIATE FOR PEACE WITH ISRAEL, 
AND AS FAR AS THIS IS 4, CONCERNED, SOVIET ANNOUNCEMENT HAS 
NOT YET GIVEN ISRAEL "ALL CLEAR"." 


DAVAR (SISTADRUT): "ANNOUNCEMENT DOES NOT REVEAL EXACT APPROACH 

OF USSR TO PROBLEMS AT ISSUE NOR DOES IT REVEAL WAYS AND MEANS | 
IN WHICH SOVIET GOVERNMENT 1S PLANNING TO CONTRIBUTE TO f 
FURTHERING PEACE; HOWEVER, POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE FOUNDA- = [- 
TIONS OF STATHMENT MUST BE APPRECIATED." = 
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HATSOFE (MIZRAH!): “SOVIET ATTEMPT AT PEACE WILL BE WELCOMED 
BY ALL PEACE-SEEKING ELEMENTS IN ME, SUCH AS ISRAEL, TO 

EXTENT THIS ATTEMPT WILL .BE TRANSLATED INTO REAL ACTION. 

REASON FOR TENSION IN THE REGION IS FACT THAT FIELD OF RACE 
BETWEEN THE TWO WORLD POWERS WAS TRANSFERRED TO IT. ARMS 
SUPPLIED BY USSR TO NASSER ARE INTENDED PRIMARILY AGAINST THE 
EAGHDAD TREATY, BUT IT IS PERFECTLY CLEAR THAT NASSER WILL 

USE THESE ARMS AGAINST ISRAEL AT PROPER MOMENT. FIRST REQUIRE- 
MENT THEREFORE FOR PEACE [tS TO BALANCE THE POWER OF ISRAEL 

AND ARABS. ISRAEL WILL WELCOME ANY DIRECT ATTEMPT MADE TO 
REMOVE THE REGION FROM’ AREA OF COMPETITION BETWEEN THE wORLD 
POWERS. IN THAT. WAY NASSER WILL BE DEPRIVED OF THE ABILITY 

OF BLACKMAILING BOTH THE EAST AND THE WEST WHICH IS HIS. MAIN SOURCE 
OF POWER AND POSITION AND CONSTITUTE THE THREAT TO THE REGION." 


LAMERCHAV (ACHDUTAVODA) SAW ETMIET MOVE AS EFFORT TO COUNTER 
HAMMARSKJOLD MISSION WHICH SOVIETS SEEM TO REGARD AS 
"PART OF A FIRST PHASE-OF U S PLAN TO BLOCK SOVIET PENETRATION 
a3 REGION THROUGH "PAX AMERICANA" BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ARAB 
ATES. PRESUMABLY THE REPORTS SENT BACK BY THE SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR TO CAIRO FOLLOWING THE NASSER - HAMMARSKJOLD TALKS 
WERE ONE OF MOTIVES FOR STATEMENT WHICH COMES TO REMIND WORLD 
THAT USSR HAS VITAL INTERESTS IN ME AND CONSIDERS HERSELF PARTY 
TO ANY NEGOTIATIONS FOR SETTLEMENT STATEMENT 1S COUCHED IN MODERATE 
TERMS IN ITS REFERENCE TO BRITIAN AND FRANCE, THUS SEEMINGLY ACKNOwW- 
LEDGING THOSE TWO COUNTRIES INTERESTS IN REGION. AT SAME TIME 
AND SURELY NOT BY ACCIDENT, NO MENTION IS MADE OF THE U S." 


HABOKER (GENERAL ZIONIST) REPORTED CABINET WOULD CONSIDER 
SOVIET STATEMENTS TOMORROW AND GOI WAS EXPECTING DETAILED 
REPORTS FROM ITS; MOSCOW EMBASSY. 
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; ~ 
_ Evidence available points to conclusion that GOI believes crisis with 


UOP Egypt is‘at an end for time being. Roadblocks into Tel Aviv 
have been discontinued, home guard brigade demobilized; and 
C., portion of reservists have been returned to inactive status. 


Top in our judgment most recent crisis reached much more critical 
OCB point than any of its predecessors since signing of armistice 
CIA agreements. There were a larger number of troops on active 

Oosp service and positioned for actual warfare than heretofore. 
Opinion of both public and IDF was highly inflamed during period 
Agee activities; judgments of both Ben Gurion and Sharett 

at times appeared to be subject more to emotional then intel 

, lectual influences; and finally repeated failures Egyptian 
Government to respond to General Burn's entreaties, firstly, 

to adhere cease fire and, secondly, to refrain sending in 
Fedayeen, placed Israel Cabinet in position of believing onus 
would be on Egypt in case outbreak general hostilities. 
Information reaching Embassy from several Israel military sources 
points to probability that initial -decision had been made for a 
large-scale military counteration night of April 19-20 and that 
this was. called off at last moment. Department will recall that 
J news of Hammarskjold's success in obtaining commitment from 

i Nasser to conform Article II, GAA, reached Israelis’ 1 a.m. April 
19 and it appears retrospectively that this was factor which 

S] resulted change of program by IDF. Influence of Hammarskjold's 
sgrbuittus* presence in area at that moment was greatly strength- 
ened by White House statement and President's personal messages. 
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conclusions. } Firstly, we believe underlying situation is such 
that Security Council can no longer afford to ignore a chronic 
source of friction between Israel and one or more of the Arab 
States even if at any given moment such friction appears of small 
magnitude. Although for a period of several months‘ Nasser's 
‘unwillingness to adhere to a cease fire and periodic firin 
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by his soldiers, largely Palestinians, along Gaza strip did not 
appear serious, time arrived when such a course of action caused 
Israel fatalities and reprisal tactic of shelling Gaza towns was 
prompt and disastrous. With Israel approaching point desperation 
and Arabs with new-found confidence (or possibly over-conftdence) 
in their military power, possibilities in similar circumstances 
of retaliation and counter-retaliation will be greatly enhanced, 
Furthermore, situation will remain hazardous as long as the two 
parties have unusually large military forces in close proximity 
to each other. The conclusion reached is that on any given 
issues and after General Burns had had first try at solution = 
pi eens the problem should immediately be seized at higher 
evel. 


Secondly, experience in past fortnight has brought out certain we 
weaknesses in UNTSO structure which obviously need correction. 
There has been serious time lag between occurrences’ and reports 
of UNTSO investigations; so much so in fact that had general 
hostilities »:oken out at any given moment the decisive battles 
would probably have been»waged and terminated before Washington 
or UN would have had clear picture of circumstances precipitating 
them or have been able accurately to place responsibility. In 
addition to need for freedom of movement of UN observers which 
Hammarskjold is attempting to obtain, it is also apparent that 
UNTSO badly needs additional personnel and improved facilities 
such as tracking equipment and its own staff of interpreters if 
it is going to be able to investigate, analyzé and report with 
reasonable promptness. 


; f 
Finally, recent experience reinforces Embassy's judgment that no. 
time should be lost by USG in dealing actively with water problem 
with a view to providing formula which will either solve matter 


or postpone development of an explosive situation at Banat 
Yaacov. 
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a 
USUN UNTSO officers have informed CONGEN that they not aware > = 3 
P any basis for press report appearing under New York date- rt Oo 
UOP line in JERUSALEM POST April 19 and other Israeli papers » th s 
ND that UNHQ is momentarily expecting announcement of cease- 0) 
- fire agreement between Egypt and Israel. 


According report 
"announcement will be made first in Jerusalem by Hammarskjold." 


Colonel Hommel of UNTSO has stated that negotiations being 
USIA conducted in secrecy so far as UNSYG concerned. Hommel added 
that he personally was unaware any impending announcements, 
OSD any basis at present for such action. UNSYG meeting again 
. with Israelis this afternoon and intends departing for 


AIR Beirut Friday. Hommel observed that it is of course conceiv- €) 
NAVY able that progress will be achieved and announcement made er 
some time soon. a 9 | 
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~w 
ah Rafael, Foreign Ministry advisor on UN affairs, who has beéh 
0 participating with Ben-Gurion and Sharett in talks with Oo) 
OLI Hammarskjold past three days, gave me orally this afternoon i | 
following summary progress made these meetings (Department & 
Top will want to analyze this report in light of UNTSO's version ‘® 
OCB which I assume Consulate General Jerusalem is obtaining). . 
eis (1) Implementation Article II, paragraph 2, GAA. Ben-Gurion > 
aRMy #greed to following measuresi s. 
— A. Isrsel patrols would not (repeat not) operate within several § 
hundred meters Gaza border except in special cages where security 
: required it. Example given of exception was case of actual in- O 
. filtrator stealing within Israel territory. pl 


Ms. Israel agrees to maintenance by UN of observation posts 
Q along border . 










*. Israe] agrees to UN observer patrols operating along border 
s long 2s accompanied by IDF personnel. Rafael said that he 
nderstood Egypt has made similar undertakings and that Article 
I matters are virtually completed. He said that on al? matters 
onnected with his article, Ben-Gurion was most cooperative and 
de "surprising concessions" relative to his previous adamant 
Sition of "complete sovereignty". 


9 
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(2) Proposals under Article I. Israelis took position that in 

iew of fact that SC resolution directed Hammarskjold to survey 
the GAA's he had an obligation to obtain from Egypt commitments 
e implementation of Article I, including free pgssage ez and 
trait of Tiran, no massing of troops in Sinai, fo pPPotmeanda o 
threats against Israel, discontinuance state of belTigkancy, a 
other warlike acts. Israelis indicated to Hammarsk@ltthat the 
would be satisfied,with de facto rather than de fjuré, arrangeme 


on Suez and Strait of Tirag. Hammarskjold maintained his post. > 
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that these matters were outside his SC directive but that he was 
prepared to discuss them with Nasser in his capacity as SYG. 


(3) Implementation of Article VIII. Israel position was that 
they were prepared to trade withdrawal of troops from DZ 
against Article 1 but could not {repeat nct) do so as long as 
Egypt was engaging in the "aggressive actions" prohibited by 
paragraph 2 Article. 1. When I asked Rafael whether GOI pre- 
pared comply Article VIIJ against Egyptian compliance Article 
Vit-and VIII, he replied that he was not (repeat not) prepared 
to comment on that question, 


(4) Israel-Syria GAA, Ruf'ael said this morning's discussion 
centered on relationships with Syria and that GOI had agreed 
as follows: 


A. Will undertake not (repat not) to send police boats closer 
than 250 meters to shore, except when required to rescue Israel 
fishing vessel which may have grounded and would undertake such 
operation only after notification Syria. 


B. Agreod to permit Syrian use Tiberias fcr water purposes. 


C. Reiterated willingness permit Syrians to fish, but only 
under individual licenses geanted.by Israel.authorities, a 
condition with which Rafael said Hammarskjold agreed. 


D.. " Told Hammarsk jold that he might inform Syrian Government that 
crew of Syrian vessel and vessel itself would be released from 
Haifa within next few days. 


E. In return requested Hammarskjold to investigate Israelis 
allegedly detained by Syria. 


Rafael said that General Burns had affirmed that he already had under- 
taking from Syrians not (repeat not) tg shoot at Israel fishing 
vessels any! place on lake and not (repeat not) at Israel police 
vessels beyond the 250 meter line. 


(5) Banat Yaacov. Israelis took attituse that Syrians were 
obligated under Article 1, Israel-Syria GAA, to refrain from ' 
firing across line, including any firing into DZ. Rafael 
quoted Hammarskjold as agreeing with this theory and as saying. 
that he would request of Syrian Government reaffirmation of its 
compliance with article l. 
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UOP Israelis then raised with SYG question "right of Israel to 

0 proceed with Vanat Yaacov Canal". Israelis argued that ur- ‘ 

OLI gent period referred to in SC resolution had long since passed 
and that they were free to proceed with work. Sharett was ; 

Top quoted as making categorical statement that Israel would 

OCB not permit this, third work season, to pass without completing . 

CTA the canal work. Hammarskjold took position that this was a 

OSD matter outside his jurisdiction and was in first instance a 

ARMy decision for General Burns or, if it so desired, for sc. 


AIR (6) ~ At close of this morning's final regular session, 
mmnarskjold requested secret. meeting this afternoon with 
Ben-Gurion and Sharett to explsin "why he was so optimistic 
about Nasser". Rafael said that he did not.know what this 
meant. It is possible, however, that this conference may , 
be related to a matter which Nahum Goldmahn discussed with 
re briefly this morning. He said he had two-hour conversation 
Qwith Hammarskjold yesterday afternoon. The latter said that he 
“\Poelieved some prospects for settlement had grown out of his 
re onversation with Nasser. Goldmann noted Hammarskjold as 
Saying that much to his surprise Nasser did not:;appear to be 
primarily interested in any questions of territory, but felt 
that disposition of refugeeswas important problem. Hammar- 
skjold reportedly said that he believed Nasser would be re- 
3 ceptive to a formula under which principle would be estab- 
| lished that refugees would have option of returning to 


[ 


Israel or being settled ctherwise but Israel would .~ pte 


wm 
= ted by condition in formula setting forth specified driter mS 
= for eligibility which would in fact limit the number A 4d sl o 
= 2¢ |gees which Israel would have to receive to a yoanonalh Le tort =] 
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EUR SENT DEPARTMENT 425, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 200, BEIRUT 118,* ° 
To CAIRO 244, DAMASCUS 119, TEL AVIV UNNUMBERED. J w & 
ao Following is text of UNSYG announcement April 19 as released = fi 
UOP at UNTSO headquarters and UN Information Center Cairo at ~~ 
ND 4:45 p. m. local time. a 
t 


OLI "At the r.quest of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 


the Governments of Israel and Egypt have notified him that as : e 
ocp Of 6:00 p. m., 18 April, and from that time on, orders are, in ol 
USIA force to the effect that in implementation of assurances to 0) 
CIA observe Article II, paragraph 2 of the Armistice Agreement, 
osp 2° military or para-military forces, including non-regular 
ARMY forces, may shoot across the demarcation line or pass over 
Navy that line for any purpose whatsoever." 
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Cc SENT DEPARTMENT 428, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 202, BEIRUT (wo 
EUR 119 CAIRO 245, DAMASCUS/120 TEL AVIV 221. = 
L ya ¥ 
a COLONEL HOMMEL OF UNTSO TOLD ME YESTERDAY THAT HE HAD RAISED Z 
0 WITH BURNS QUESTION OF PROVIDING BRITISH COLLEAGUE AND MYSELF | 
R DETAILS PROGRESS HAMMARSKJOLD TALKS. BURNS REPLIED TO EFFECT 
THAT UNSYG NOT WILLING RELEASE INFORMATION ON SUBJECT. HE _ 
TOP EVIDENTLY WISHES PROCEED WITH COMPLETE SECRECY . CONSULATE ns 
GENERAL REPORTING UNSYG ACTIVITIES IN AREA THEREFORE 
ECESSARILY LIMITED TO OCCASIONAL PRESS RELEASES ET CETERA 
AS AVAILABLE FROM UNTSO. 
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L : ‘ 
Io Reference: Tel Aviv telegram 1120. . 
USUN Q. 
P Embassy agrees conclusions Embassy Tel Aviv regarding steps B a 
UOP to reduce danger future incidents, and considers Tel Aviv > Gy 
O recommendations situation Banat Yacub particularly important ~ E 
OLI and perhaps even urgent. * E 
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NEA Rec'd: April 23, 1956 i 
FROM: Jerusalem " :12 a.m. o 

Into 

RMR 10: Secretary of State ‘ 

oss NO: 429, April 23, 11 a.m. ; 

G 

SP 

a SENT DEPARTMENT 429, REPEATED INFORMATION TEL AVIV 222 

- General Burns spent week-end in Jerusalem, returning Beirut 

usun April 23. During social call at Consulate General April 22, 

R he. said he could not at this time provide Consuls (CONGEN 428) 

Pod with any informatior for reporting purposes, since Hammarskjold 

o | insisted preserving jsecrecy avoid possibility of information 
"leaking out" prematurely. In any case, there were no firm 
commitments yet beyond acceptance "cease fire” in implementation 
Article II paragraph 2 GAA. With agreement on that point Burns 
said things appeared take turn for better. Progress on other 


points now appeared gi possible. In circumstances I am, of 
course, still not able provide UNTSO version negotiations, but 


Ter7769 
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so far as I could gather, they have proceeded along lines describe 


Tel Aviv telegram 1122 to Department. 
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SECRET ‘ 
| hull Control: 13112 
Rec'd:, APRIL 24, 1956 
FROM: NEW YORK 









TO: Secretary of State 


NO: 884, APRIL 23, 7 PM ae\tl- 


RE PALESTINE 


CORDIER INFORMED WADSWORTH TODAY SYG EXPECTED ANNOUNCE NEXT 
THURSDAY OR FRIDAY, APRIL 26 OR 27, THAT OBSERVER ARRANGEMENTS 
HAD BEEN CONCLUDED WITH EGYPT AND ISRAEL. “HE SAID ORIGINAL 
AGREEMENT APPROVED BY EGYPT HAD BEEN SLIGHTLY MODIFIED BY 
ISRAEL AND HE WAS RETURNING IT TO EGYPT FOR FINAL APPROVAL, 


ARRANGEMENTS PROVIDED FOR GREATER FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT AND 
PATROLLING. HE SAID THERE WAS NOTHING NEW IN ARRANGEMENTS, 


MERELY RESTORATION OF RIGHTS. 


SYG WILL ASK FOR 20 MORE OBSERVERS TO BE PROVIDED FROM 
SWEDEN, NORWAY, CANADA, AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND, 

(CORDIER HAS ALREADY INFORMED UN DELEGATES OF THESE 
COUNTRIES.) SYG SUGGESTED NON-BIG-POWER COUNTRIES, FEARING 
APPROACH TO US MIGHT PROMPT USSR OFFER OBSERVERS, 


CORDIER ALSO SAID IN VIEW STRONG FEELING OF ISRAELIS SYG 
PLANNING ASK EGYPT NEXT TUESDAY, MAY 1, DISCUSS SUEZ CANAL 
RESTRICTIONS ON "PERSONAL BASIS", BELIEVING EGYPT WILL REQUEST 
ADVISORY OPINION FROM US GOVERNMENT ON RIGHT OF SYG DISCUSS THIS, 
POSSIBLY FOR DELAYING PURPOSES, SYG REQUESTS FOLLOWING BE CABLED 


BYROADE FROM DEPARTMENT AS BASIS FOR ANSWER TO EGYPTIANS SHOULD 
THEY APPROACH HIM: 


"THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, AS AGENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL, 

TO MY KNOWLEDGE SEEMS TO HAVE REMAINED WITHIN THE LIMIT OF HIS 
MANDATE, BUT AS TO WHAT THE SECRETARY-—GENERAL MIGHT DO ON THE 
BASIS-OF HIS CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AS SECRETARY-GENERAL, | 
NEITHER HAVE REASON 7O EXPRESS OPINIONS NOR ANY CAUSE NOW TO 
SUBMIT THE ISSUE TO MY GOVERNMENT WHICH, IN DUE TIME, MAY HAVE 
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-2- 884, APRIL 23, 7 PM, FROM NEW YORK 


TO EXPRESS ITS VIEW ON THE PERSONAL POLICY OF THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL,." 


“IDENTICAL MESSAGE AND REQUEST BEING PASSED BY CORDIER TO oon, * 


UK AND. FRENCH DELEGATIONS FOR REMITTANCE THEIR AMSASSALORS 
CAIRO, 


SYG BELIEVES THIS WILL AVOID "TIME DELAY" DETRIMENTAL TO 
SUCCESS THIS PHASE HIS MISSION, HE ALSO URGED THAT THIS MESSAGE 
BE CONVEYED IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE’, 


“LODGE 


JJ 
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SECRET 
57-H eerie 
Action Control: 13653 
NEA Rec'd: April 25, 1958 
FROM: Tel Aviv 2:20 p.m. 
Info 
TO: Secretary of State 
TLR 
NO:° 1136, April 25, 2 pe. 7 
SS a 
G a 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT 1136, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 386, BEIRUT S35 56 
C LONDON 325, PARTS 245; DAMASCUS 181. a: 
EUR ‘, 
L Tnquired of Foreign Ministry last night re substance Friday’ afte 


id noon meeting Ben Gurion and Sharett with Hammarskjold reported ° 
ustN EMBTEL 1122 paragraph 6. Informed that Secretary General said he™ 
F* had drawn enough encouragement from his Cairo visit to decide 
TOF. explore possibilities Arab-Israel settlement. In view Hammarsk jo, 
6 * territorial problem relatively unimportent and his position refuct= 
OLI was vital question, He arrived at this conclusion by thesis that 
cession of territory something which Nasser had conceived and ‘i! 
TOP was, therefore, demand'which he could unilaterally waive. %% ' 
OCB hand repatriation and compensation of refugees were demands to wobeh 
CIA all Arab Governments committed and issues which had ‘firm foundat tn 
asp among refugees in all Arab countries. A 


Hammarskjold concluded that key to solution was to give refugees 01 
option of returning to Israel and inquired whether Israel Govern 
ment prépared to cooperate adding that all of this within context! 
\Y of peace (settlement). . Sharett replied thet GOI prepared to cooper- 
vy) 4te in this approach subject to three conditions: 


YT. That approach was within framework of peace; 


<2. That repatriation formula would not (repeat not) result in fiood 
of refugees but would on face be limited to reasonable number, and 


3. That Nasser and Arabs would abandon territorial claims. 





Bw Ministry official in commenting on above indicated skepticism 

a that Hammarskjold's presentation reflected Nasser's thinking adu- 
| “ fing that "some people" in Israel Government thought it more Likely 
2 % ~|that Labouisse, who totally preoccupied with refugee problem ti 
2 § jprovided basis for Hammarskjold's approach. 
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Info omy 
T0: Secretary of State EB 
RMR Bad 
NO; 994, April 25, Noon. Bp Fi 
3S - . j fe ' 
G f . O 3 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT 994, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 243, BEIRUT 307,—N) & 
C - CATRO 305, JERUSALEM 76, LONDON 242, PARIS 160, TEL AVIV 190. hh = 
L : ® . Ge 
Io Last paragraph Tel Aviv EMBTEL 1120 to Department. @ e 
USUN :' -p © 
P That delay may cause explosion is danger from Israel side only. >» 7» 
UOP Syrians, Embassy believes, can face with equanimity indefinite \N\ ¢ 
a postponement work at Jisrbanat Yacub and solution water problem.f& fi 
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Action J ey Control: 13719 zk 

TO = 5 7Rec'd: APRIL 2 ] 56 
FROM; NEW YORK 3:57 P B° 7 MSs 

Info P aii 
RMR 10; Secretary of State Ewan a 
SS. NO: 887, APRIL 25, 3 P.M — he 
G | ; cities ad a ba 
SP f " 

‘: PRIOR IT Pin fe be 
EUR re AFR2 .. ges | Ei 
NEA - / \ We 1 
L VERBATIM TEXT Ra . 

R z 
0 RE: PALESTINE - 
WETTER FROM SG TO SC PRES, SIGNED IN JERUSALEM ON APRIL 18, - 
TRANSMITTED BY CORDIER TODAY (COPIES BEING POUCHED), AFTER 
REFERRING TO UNCONDITIONAL -ASSURANCES EGYPT AND ISRAEL RE 0) 
COMPLIANCE ARTICLe 11, PARA 2°OF GAA, LETTER STATES: » 
"IN SUPPORT OF THE MEASURES ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH ARTICLE 
ll, PARA 2, OF WiiCH | HAVE THUS BEEN NOTIFIED, | HAVE. PUT hh 
BEFORE THE TWO GOVERNMENTS .PROPOSALS FOR A STRENGTHENING OF > 
THE OBSERVER ACTIVITIES, !NCLUDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A P — 
NUMBER OF FIXED UN OBSERVATION POSTS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE “a - 
DEMARCATION LINE IN THE GAZA AREA AND OCCASIONAL UN’ MOBILE a nN) 
PATROLS ALONG THE DEMARCATION LINE, | HOPE, WITHIN A FEW DAYS» O1 
7O BE ABLE TO INFORM YOU ABOUT THE ARRANGEMENTS TO BE ESTABLI3#%ED, O1 
‘N PRINCIPLE, THE PROPOSALS HAVE ALREADY BEEN ACCEPTED BY THE * © 
TWO GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED," om ) 
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COReILENTIAL 


: No. 20 


Dear “re Lodge, 


I enclose, acrewith & letter received irom the Seorctury= 


...’ General addressed to you in your capacity as President of the 


Security Council. I will be in toush with you ister rogarding 
the timing of the circulation cf the letter as a document of 
the Security Council. 


Very sincerely yours, 


‘ Andrew We Comiter 
(" ixecutive Assistant 
to the Secratary-ceneral 


His sxeellency 

My. Heary Cabot Lodgs, Jr. 
President of the Security Council 
2 Park éjvenue 


New Yori: 16, 4X. 


F 





25 April 1956 


At Jerusalem, 18 April 1956 


-Dear Mr. President, 

You have already, on 12 April 1956, circulated or inrormation 
of the members of the Security Council the text of certain communi- 
cations, including a declaration by the Government ot Israel, dated 
9 April, and a declaration of the Government of Egypt, dated 11 
‘seed, both ;iving unconditional assurance o. empl tease with para. 2 
OL ivtiole II of the kgyptian-Israeli Armistice Agreement. 

I have the honour to iniorm you that, at my request, the 
Governments or kgypt and Israel have now notiried me that as or 
6:00 p.m. today, and from this time oe, orders are in rorce to the 
eiieci. that in implementation or tien assurances to observe Article 
II, para. 2 o1 the Armistice Agreement between the two countries, 
military or oara-nt livery forces, including non-regular forces, 
may not shoot across the Demarcation Line or pass over that Line, 
ior any purpose whatsoever. | | 

In support oi the —— ensuring compliance with Article II, 
para. 2, of which I have thus been notified, I have put before the 
two vovernments proposals for a strengthening of the Observer 
Mr. Henry Cabot Lodge 
President, Security Council 


‘United Nations 
New York 


7 2- 
_activities, including the establishment of a number or rixed U.N. 
observation posts on both sides or the Demarcation Line in the Gaza 
area and occasional U.N. mobile patrols along the Demarcation Line. 
I hope, within a few hes to be able to inform you about the arranze- 
ments td be established. In principle, the proposals have already 
been accepted by the two Governments concerned. 

Sincerely yours, 


/s/ 


Dag Hammarskjold 
Secretary-General 


INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State 
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38 ‘ } OFFIC LA Use ONLY 
Action a, . Control: 16004 3 a 
NEA Rec'd: APRIL 30, N956m g 
FROM: JERUSALEM 7:31 = 34 
Info 3) AM B vu 
RMR TO: Secretary of State § 
Oo 
33 NO: 438, APRIL 30, 11 AM a 3 
G KE 
SP . io 
c PRIORITY Ww 
To SP 
USUN SENT PRIOH ITY T 438, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY CAIRO, a o 
P 247, PRIORITY TEL AVIV 227. hi” ms 
uoP , - 
o. JERUSALEM POST APRIL 30 REPORTS MEMBER KIBBUTZ NAHAL OZ t WNg¢ 
LI KILLED WHEN ENDEAVORING CHASE AWAY INFILTRATORS HARVESTING * or 
OCB CROPS WITH THE AID OF “EGYPTIAN, SOLDIERS" SOME 300 METERS 0) 
USIA INSIDE ISRAEL. 
CIA . 
aeay UNTSO HAS RECEIVED REPORT FROM MAC CHAIRMAN TO EFFECT THAT 
. NAvy “!BBUTZ MEMBER DRAGGED OFF HORSE WHEN ONLY ABOUT 3 METERS 
AIR FROM D/L AND KILLED. REPORT DOES NOT (REPEAT NOT) MENTION 
"MUTILATION" AS ALLEGED IN POST STORY, NOR PRESENCE OF 
EGYPTIAN SOLDIERS. MAC REPORTS EGYPTIAN POLICEMAN WOUNDED 
IN CONNECTION THIS INCIDENT, BUT FURTHER DETAILS LACKING. © 
ISRAEL HAS CALLED FOR EMERGENCY MAC MEETING ON BASIS COMPLA 
WHICH INCLUDES ALLEGATION OF INFILTRATION AND ILLEGAL HARVES#RANG 
MAC MEETINGS CONTINUE IN ABEYANCE, HOWEVER, OWING REFUSAL 
ISRAELIS PERMIT EGYPTIAN DELEGATE PROCEED EL AUJA VIA SMAI LB 
ROAD AND DELEGATES INSISTENCE USE THAT ROUTE. IT THEREFORE 
UNLIKELY MAC WILL BE ABLE CONSIDER SUCH COMPLAINTS IN FORE- F 
SEEABLE FUTURE. w 
. ‘ rr 
ACCORDING UNTSO OBSERVERS INVESTIGATION HAS VERIFIED MINING’ © 
ISRAEL! VEHICLE APRIL 29 WITH KILLING ONE SOLDIER AND WOUND| 
TWO AT POINT BETWEEN TWO AND THREE KILOMETERS EAST OF D/L» 
NO (REPEAT NO) TRACKS) WERE FOUND WHICH MIGHT INDICATE WHETHE 
MINE WAS PLANTED RECENTLY. 
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Action ae Control: 972 
Rec'd: MAY 2,1956 














ig’ > 
NEA. FROM: CAIRO 1:23 PM Pees 
Info . ¢ yw 
. ou 
RMR T0:; Secretary of State Ben 8 
se NO: 2191, MAY 2, 2 P.M. \ : 
a | ‘ ' 5 
SP a 
o SENT DEPARTMENT 2191, REPEATED INFORMATION TEL AVIV 268, AMMAN 195, * 
4 JERUSALEM 149, THE HAGUE 2, o 
i0 | D2 
usuN KLM PLANE INTERCEPTION (TELAVIV'S 1154) REPORTED BRIEFLY IN “ 
P LOCAL PRESS WHICH SAID PLANE HAD BEEN FORCED LAND LYDDA UNDER - g 
uGP UNKNOWN CIRCUMSTANCES, | ’ o. 
! ; al 
OLI KLM HAS CONTRACT WITH EAF FOR PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY SINAi AND > 
OCB WE PRESUME PLANE WAS ON ROUTINE FLIGHT FOR THIS PURPOSE, s 
USIA ” 
CIA KLM REPRESENTATIVE HERE HAS NOT YET RECEIVED REPORT FROM HEAD gy 
OSD OFFICE BUT UNDERSTANDS PLANE WAS INTERCEPTED OVER EGYPTIAN on 
ARMY TERRITORY. | re) 
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56-D ue CONF IDENT | AL 
‘Action ~ Control : Wy 
os Rec'd: may 2. 1956 4g 
FROM: ' s 195 PA 
Info aii 4:50 PM O 
RMR TO: Secretary of State e 
t 
G ~J ‘ 
SP ™ 
Cc, PRIORITY mx. 
EUR o ty 
a SENT DEPARTMENT 2193, REPEATED INFORMATION JERUSALEM 150, BEIRUT 2 
P 278, AMMAN 197, TEL AVIV 27Q, DAMASCUS 198, ~ F 
UOP : Ol e 
0 NEITHER UNRWA REPRESENTATIVE SQUADRILL! NOR UNTSO REPRESENTAT V0 oe 
oLI ELY AWARE ANY EVIDENGE "THREATENED MASS MARCH BY REFUGEES",&- @y_® 
OCB HOWEVER BOTH ARE QUERYING THEIR GAZA REPRESENTATIVES, U.P. 0) 
USIA REPRESENTATIVE UNAVAILABLE, NO SUCH REPORT CARRIED LOCAL PRESS, 
CIA ELY POINTS OUT REFUGEES HAVE DEMANDED ARMS AND REQUESTED 
per “ EGYPTIANS PERMIT THEM "RETURN TO THEIR HOMES" ON MANY OCCASIONS, 
id THESE DEMANDS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN DENIED BY EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES 
AIR AND HE SEES NO REASON FOR GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT CHANGE ITS 
POSITION, SQUADRILL! VERY SKEPTICAL REPORT WHICH HE BELIEVES. 
DCL. WAS PROBABLY BLOWN UP BY REPORTER OUT OF ALL PROPORTION TO ITS 
ICA SIGNIFICANCE IF INDEED 17 WAS MADE AT ALL, 
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56 CONFIDENTIAL a 
Action Control: G44 f 
; Rec'd: May 2, 1956 O) ‘ 
NEA FROM; Tel Aviv 7B Pot. a ® 
ii ' a. =” B. 
iMR 70; Secretary of State —\ pe tw o 
4 = <a bo 
ot , 1160, May 2, 1 p.m. si ~ re 
- NO; " Y © Pp ne Zz > 2 | 
G All papers prominently featured Chief of Staff Moshe Da¥an's&' Ol 8 | 
EUR melodramatic and bellicose funeral eulogy for Roy Rothberg, 1 fp 
a Kibbutznik killed at Nahal Oz Sunday (EMETEL 1148). ty i) ¢ 
? . wi 
a. Representative remarks: 0) 
UCF (1) "Let us not pour our invective on his murderers today. 
Q Who are we to complain about their fierce hatred of us? For 
OLI eight years now they have been. sitting in their refugee camps 


in Gaza and watching us taking root in their and their fathers' 
OCB land snd villages right before their eyes." 


USIA 
CIA (2) "It is not against Arabs of Gaza that Roy's blood cries 
OSD out for vengeance but against us. Beyond this furrow of 


ARMY order there swells sea of hatred and. lust for revenge which 
NAVY awaits day that peace and quiet shall have blunted our sense 
AIR of tense readiness." 


(3) “It is to us that Roy's blood cries out from his mutilated 
body for we have sworn a thousand times that blood shall not 

be spilled in vain and yesterday we were agza‘n jaken unawares 
again we trusted and believed. Let us examine our own con- 
sciences today." (See Embassy comment below.) 

(4) "How could we fail to comprehend our destiny to recognize 
mission of our generation,in all its cruelty? Have we forgotten 
that this group of youngsters sitting in Nahal Oz carries on 

its shoulders heavy gates of Gaza?" 


(5) "We are younger generation and without steel Helmet an1 
cannon we can plant no tree build no house...this’is fate of" 


our age choice of our life...to stand prepared and armed, strong 
and valiant." 


(6) "Roy, boy who left Tel Aviv to make his home within sight 
of Gaza to defend us, light in.his heart blinded him to glitter 
of blade, yearning for peace deafened his ears, so that he did 
not hear sound of lurkingy murderer. He crushed and overcome 
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CONFIDENT TAL 
-2- 1160, Mav 2, 1 p.m., from Tel Aviv 
by. gates of Gaza." 


Comment : Dayan's reference to again being "taken unawares" 
appears to be oblique criticism of concession made to 
Hammaysk jold upon his arrival in area when GOI informally 
agreed to discontinue temporarily IDF patrolling close to 
Gaza border. Department will recall that Burns requests in 
-past, which had received same Foreign Ministry support, that 
patrols be withheld from border were vigorously opposed by 
IDF on grounds such action would make it impossible protect 
settlers from infiltration. While Dayan's remarks might 
appear too inflammatory to have GOI sanction Embassy has 
learned in past they usually have Ben Gurion's blessings. 
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iS C NSGRACED . , Psi bortuls 9» WURLG AbD DECLARAT |ONS 
FO a t+ ADY cf all’) QORTEM ME aE! Mae FEEL FORCED TO 
* ae EAL ho AND HEEDS SF FOLITICAL 

PEG: te 2B PIRATES t OY AGHCE Te: CONSCA/ TRE SLES 

ISRAEL AGRECS | v KEL IME, Woh OF JORDAN RIVER: 3 EGYPTIAN 
TRANSGRESSIONS GINCE APRIL 78 CLASE-T-RE: 4 S¥YR!AN ANNOUNCE- 

MENTS "THAT EVEN WHILC THEY ARE DISCUGSING CEASL.P IRE WITH 

SECRETAR’ GENERAL, “HEY ARE &LSO TRAIT UNG FEDATZEN UNITS IN 

THE FR ARMY." % 


"itr FACE OF ALL SHIG 1 Y BLE pha? SEEM PRUE. APLE TO DISCUSS 
PALLIAT IVS LAV EST ACQRELMON:. Oo SY RENGIRES. HUMBERS OF 

Uik OBSERVERS AND FACILITIES 10 PE Civeh THOM, INSOFAR AS 
THEY ARE DESIGNED TO HELP TINCSE GEMUINELY SV RIVING TO 
PRESERVE PEACE, WILL HAVE GLEZSING CF GOI WHICH SINCERELY 
PURSUES THAT BLESSED END, CUT AS WHOLE GRIM PICTURE BECOMES 
CLEAN, IT INDICATES THAT ARAS AGGRESS!VENESS 1S ON 'NCREASE 
ONLY BECAUSE Gf PERS ISTE “WIIAL GF ARWS TO ISRAEL, 
CONSTANT BUILD-UP GF ARAB Sc RCn. 1 IS Si INS THEM MOGNT ING 
CONF IDENCS THAT OPEN, ACGRESS {OM WILL SUCGEED, TO THIS FACTOR 
THERE, 1S ONLY ONE ANSWER ~- 70 GIVE ISRAEL MEANS TO DEFEND 
HERSELF. IF THIS REALIZATION EMERGES FRCM HAMMARSKJOLDS 
VISIT, HIS JOURNEY MAY PROVE OF POS'T!IVE BENEFIT " ‘ 
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NOTE: PASSED NEW YORK 5/2/56 51 AM j | 


INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of Stator»? 












38 CONF IDENT IAL E g E E 
Action 5 Control: 904 ™ y 
NEA Rec'd: MAY 2, 1956 g 
He FROM: TEL AVIV : | 10: 47a ¢ 
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TO: Secretary of State eo yf 5% ai = 
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ai NO; 1162, MAY 2, 3 PM yf / - rs 
ers) ; w ° 
g he 
SENT DEPARTMENT 1162, REPEATED INFORMAT | ON CAIRO 393, BEIRUT 26> f 
~ 
oe RE DEPTEL 1951 TO BEIRUT REPEATED | INFORMATION TEL aviv 819. <, a . 
ine) a ° 
P re INQUIRY IDF INFORMED USARMA IT UNWORRIED BY THREATENED a 
a "MASS MARCH" INTO ISRAEL OF GAZA REFUGEES. IT REPORTED 17 0) 


OLI HAD HEARD RUMORS BUT INCLINED TO GIVE THEM NO (REPEAT NO) 
WEIGHT BECAUSE GAZA ARABS UNORGAN! ZED, UNCOORDINATED, AND 
USIA LACKING LEADERSHIP CAPABLE INSPIRING SUCH ACTION. 
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- Rec'd: MAY 3, 1956 [wows 
NEA FROM: CAIRO 2:33 PM Be eP 
Info es ee Hu 
' ay i) 
RNR TO: Secretary of State \ * fi : 
. NO: 2195 MAY 3, 1 PM mf 
Si ~ = 
. a » 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT 2195 REPEATED INFORMATION JERUSALEM 15), eS 
2 BEIRUT 279, AMMAN 198, TEL AVIV 271, DAMASCUS 199. bs w 
L > & 
To REFERENCE; EMBASSY TELEGRAM 2193. ~ ' 
P : 
UOP SQUADRILL! TELLS US HE TALKED TO UP CORRESPONDENT PETER WEBB ' a 
0 WHO WROTE STORY IN QUESTION, HE SAYS,WEBB DENIES ATTRIBUTI§G = Ss 
OLI REPORT REFERENCE "MASS MARCH" TO UNRWA REPRESENTATIVE, WEBB* 0) 


SAID STORY HE SUBMITTED REFERRED TO RUMORS CURRENT IN 
cop REFUGEE CAMPS ABOUT "MASS MARCH" AND QUOTED "UNITED NATION 
USIA OFFICIALS" AS REPORTING REFUGEES "CONFIDENT THE!R PROBLEM WOULD 
SHE BE SOLVED IN 3 OR 4 MONTHS", 


ARMY COMMENT WE CONCUR ISRAEL! EVALUATION REPORTED TEL AVIV'S 
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FROM: CAIRO. 


OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


10; Secretary of State 


NO: 2201, MAY 3, 7 P.M. 


SENT DEPARTMENT 2201, REPEATED INFORMATION TELAVIV 272, 


JERUSALEM 152, THE HAGUE 1. 


AKHBAR REPORTED BRIEFLY PAGE FOUR ISRAELI! RELEASE KLM PLANE 
AND DETENTION "EGYPTIAN PHOTOGRAPHER". Ko EDITORIAL COMMENT 


OR GTHER COVERAGE. 
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SECRET 4 
Control: 2993 5 
Rec'd: on! 5, 1956 
FROM: Tel Aviv 232 a.m. 
TO: ‘Secretary of State 
NO: 1164, May 3, 2 p.m. 


SENT DEPARTMENT 1164; REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 34, 
LONDON 329, PARIS ONT , DAMASCUS 185, JERUSALEM 98. 





Reference: EMBTELs 1122 and 1146. 


9Se-S/Vre*rLg ™ 


[os peminjey eg ismW yenmo0q s 


GOI official who was present at meetings has given me following 
summary Hammarskjold talks May 1 and 2 with Ben Gurion and 
Sharett (have requested Consul General Jerusalem to obtain 
General Burns' appraisal when possible). 


1. Israel - Egyptian GAA. GOI discussed at length recent inci- 
dents Gaza strip and said that unless they were stopped they 
would "jeopardize the pledge of reciprocity" which Israel had 
made to conform to Article 2 paragraph 2. Hammarskjold reportedly 
said he was convinced Nasser had issued orders to his military 
groups to conform to said article but that some gap might exist 

in implementation. Upon his return to Cairo May 3 he would 
endeavor to get a commitment to private crossings by civilians. 
Regarding previous discussions Articles 7 and 8, Hammarskjold 


re he had some hope of getting Nasser informally and unob-* 


\ 





\) trusively to lift (de facto) Suez and Tiran blockades. After 
discussion and pursuance of this effort, Israel has given SYG 
a written declaration that as soon as Egypt gives evidence it 
has lifted the blockade Israel will "imolement its compliance 
with Articles 7 and 8 


2. Syrian - Israel GAA. Hammarskjold: reported on his discussions 
in Damascus and said that GOS had remained adamant on unconditional 
“undertaking compliance Article 3 paragraph 2, maintaining its 
-nsistence on statement that compliance would be non-operative in 


j case Israel resumption work DZ. Hammarskjold requested Israelis 


to give him an intimation that wisdom would prevail and that GOI 
would not be resuming work in DZ. © Such an intimation would 

enable him to return to Damascus and persuade the Syrians to 
abandon their attempt to link cease-fire with Banat Yaacov,, tell- 
ing them that they did not have to worry about work resumption. 

Ben Gurion replied that Israelis were entitled to resume work; ol 
that they could if they so desired begin work "when we leave this 
rogth 5" and that he could not therefore give SYG any pledge.’ 
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~2- 1164, May 5, 2 wom... rrom Te: aviv. 
(source said that Israel] s made no reference to discussions 
water problem now going ~: in Wasnington.) After going to 


Damascus yesterday afternoon for a final effort to persuade 
Syrians, Hammarskjold is holding another meeting this morn- 
ing with GOI before proceeding Cairo. 


3. .Jordan - Israel GAA. Hammarskjold reported that he had 
obtained letter of cease-fire compliance from HKJ; that, 
while letter contained strong statement re Israel resumption 
work Banat Yaacov, this did net constitute a condition to 
acceptance. SYG reported he had made no progress on question 
of compliance Article 8 GAA (Mt. Scopus), whereupon Israeli 
delegates requested him to record ‘that fact in his report to 
security Council. Hammarskjold indicated he was reluctant 
to do this because he did not want to evoke any discussions 
about past performance but rather to concentrate on making 
practical proposals for progress in future. 


In discussion with SYG on local commanders agreements, Ben 
Gurion made congéssions, which he had previously refused to 
make to General Burns, including agreement for UN observer 
at meetings whenever higher party so desired. Source said 
these concessions should now make it possible to go ahead 
with local commanders agreements covering critical border 
areas similar to program already in effect for Jerusalem. 
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Action 9 
Rec'd Foy 4, 1956 Qi 
NEA FROM; “el Aviv ms hg p.m. 5 | 
Info & oe : 
' 10: Secretary of State ‘ | Cs 
RMR aT g & 
NO: . May 4, 3 p.m. Nas 
3s - & 
G 1/68” Ww pz 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT ++67, REPEAVED 7NFORMATTON CAIRO 395, os 
C BEIRUT 263, LONDON 332, PARTS 248, DAMASCUS 286 JERUSALEM og: > ¢ 
EUR ~ ; 
L Reference: EMBTEL 1164. : Ol i 
10 ge 1 S| 
USUN Foreign Ministry advises that this morning it received. — 
E communication from Hammarskjold saying he had been aS 
Pp successful in obtaining from Egyptian Government statement Ol 
UOP that it would take effective measures to prevent vorder crossing®) 
(0) and misdeeds of -al]. persons (incl eitcial :ivilians ) and would 
OLI punish culprits. 
10? Hammarsk jold's message elso reportedly said he had obtained 
OCB “satisfactory — from GOE on question informal lifting 
CIA Suez and Tiran blotkades and was forwarding details. 
OSD 
Comment: Israelis for first time are permitting themselves 
measure restrained optimism re concrete results of 
, Hammarskjold's negotiations. Statement re control civilians 
precisely what GOI regarded as necessary to provide basis 
“border stabilization. While reserving judgment on SYG!s 
messag@ re blockade until detalls received, Israelis 
a arMopeful that minimum way may have been opened for 
, rae Susz with their petroleum imports. 
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All cards (other than "name" cards) in the Card Indices have 
been changed or corrected 48 indicated above. 
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info / . \ 
T0: Secretary of State J fr 
- NO; 1171, May 7, 11 a.m. ' fee? 
55 ! 
G oY 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT 1171 REPEATED INFORMATION caTR\ 3967 BELRUT 264, 
- LONDON 333, PARIS 249, DAMASCUS 187, JERUSALEM 100. K 
T rt e 
= Reference: EMBTEL 1 . 
p e ce 168 Ww 
USUN Foreign Ministry reports it has received communication from = 
R Kidron, israel UN representative who saw Hammarskjold in Rome, a 
0 quoting latter as saying Nasser had "backed out" of agreeing O 
formula under which GOK would lift blockade in return Israel ' 
compliance Articles 7 and 8 GAA. “J 
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31 CONF |DENT IAL 
Action Control 4972 | 
Rec'd: MAY 9, 195 % 
NEA From; TEL AVIV oe 996 =. _ 
Info J = oi 1 OY re 
RMR 10: Secretary of State : = uy 
38 NO: 1173, MAY &, 1 °M ~ a wy 
3 | Be 
CG SENT DEPARTMENT 1173: REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 397,, S. 
EUR ; 2 Ol 
eo THROUGH DEVICE OF "FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN" GO! TOOK ig 
P FORMAL COGNIZANCE FOLLOWING MINOR INCIDENTS YESTERDAY ON 
vop GAZA STRIP WHICH IT DESCRIBED AS EGYPTIAN VIOLATIONS CEASE- ri 
0 FIRE AGREEMENT, NO CASUALTIES IN ANY OF INCIDENTS, 
OLI 
OGB, TWO ARMY VEHICLES SEVERAL HOURS APART STRUCK MINES "PLANTED ; 
Cra BY EGYPTIAN" NEAR NIR YITZHAK, 
OSD = .* 
ARMY WHEN SETTLERS AT KFAR AZA ATTEMPTED TO CHASE OUT ARAB IN- 
NAVY FtLTRATORS HARVESTING CROPS, FIRE OPENED’ FROM EGYPTIAN 
AIR TERRITORY TO COVER INFILTRATORS FLIGHT BACK TO GAZA STRIP, 
EGYPTIANS OPENED FIRE FROM GAZA STRIP ON GROUP OF WORKERS 
NEAR NIRIM, HOUR LATER TDLYD# OF EGYPTIAN SOLDIERS PENETRATED 
300 METERS INTO ISRAEL TERRITORY BUT FLED TO GAZA STRIP 
WHEN ISRAEL PATROL APPROACHED, 
FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN COMMENTED AS FOLLOWS; "MOST 
SERIOUS VIEW MUST BE TAKEN OF THESE INCIDENTS. THEY NOT . 
FIRST TO HAVE OCCURRED SINCE EGYPT UNDERTOOK EXPLICIT 
ASSURANCES TO SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UN TO OBSERVE -FULL 
CEASE-FIRE. 0 
"PARTICULAR CONVERN ARQUSED BY TACTICS USED BY EGYPTIANS 5 
IN VIOLATION OF CEASE.£ IRE AGREEMENT, a, 
. | OT 
"PLACING OF MINES ON ROADS IN ISRAEL TERRITORY HAS BEEN aS 
FAVORITE EGYPV IAN TRICK FOR LONG TIME, IT 1S CAUSE OF pr 
ANXIETY THAT TODAY'S INSTANCE IN NIR YITZHAK AREA IS SEC~ 
OND OF TYPE TO HAVE OCCURRED SINCE EGYPTIAN CEASE-FIRE UNDER~ pa 
TAKING, IN SECOND OF TODAY'S INCIDENTS INFANTRY GAME | 
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
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CONF !DENT IAL 
-2- 1173, MAY 8, 1 PM FROM TEL AVIV 


ACROSS BORDER. INTO ISRAEL TO REAP OUR CROPS UNDER PRO- 
TECTIVE FIRE OF EGYPTIAN TROOPS, THIS SAME TECHNIQUE WHICH 
EMPLOYED WITH SUCH GRUESOME EFFECT LAST WEEK AT NAHAL OX 
WHEN ROTHBERG KILLED (EMBTEL 1160), MOST SERIOUS OF TODAY'S 
INCIDENTS WAS CROSSING OF BORDER BY GROUP OF EGYPTIAN 
SOLEIERS IN NIRIM AREA (LAST WEEK REFERRING TO ACTUAL 
EGYPTIAN AGGRESSION IN NAHAL OX AND NIR YITZHAK WE HAD 
OCCASION TO ASK WHAT EXTENT RELIANCE COULD BE PLACED ON 
EGYPTIAN ASSURANCE OF CEASE-~F IRE, TODAY'S INCIDENTS REIN- 
FORCED QUESTION", ; . 
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THE REPORTER se 


EAST 57th STREET 
NEW YORK 22,N. Y. 


Murray Hill 8-4033 


May 8, 1956 


The Honorable George V. Allen 

Assistant Secrejtarv of State for 
Near Eastern Affairs 

Department of State 

Washineton, D, C, 


Dear Mr. Allen: 
I am enclosing an advance copy of THE REPORTER which contains 


a first-hand report from Jerusalem on Israeli-Egyptian relations, 
"Israel: The Moment of Decision Goes By" by Claire Sterling. 


a 


M/SO 988-S/VrEs'rL9 


Mrs. Sterling says "The Israelis will not invade Egypt, now or U 
a year from now." 


The editors would be most interested in any comments you might 


care to make after readinr this article. 
7 ‘ 


Sincerely yours, 


Ruth M. Davis 
Public Relaticns Depertment 


enc. 
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Dear Miss Davisi 

Your letter of May 5, 1956 enclosing an advance copy 
of the May 17 issue of The Reporter was received after 
Mr. George Allen's departure on a tour of Africa. The 
magazine will be circulated among officers of the Depart- 
ment who are immediately interested in problems affecting 
United States relations with the countries of the Near East. 
Your courfesy in making’ this article available to us is 
appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


=/S-f RR 
NEA :NE sDCBergus: bm ! Wi 1 1956 P.M. 
5/1/56 | 
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vop bY Sharett in message to UN SYG of May 8, According JERUSAEEM 
POST Sharett “expressed Israel's grave concern . over # 


OLI renewed outbreak of vialence along Egyptian and J ordantan 
borders." ‘ 


ST CONFIDENTIAL 
Action Control: 6467 
NEA Rec'd: May 11, 1956 Beke 
FROM: Jerusalem 2:01. p.m. ee Xe 
Info A 9 
RMR TO: SEGELEEy G5 State : sits, E 
: ‘ 5 
3s NO; 445, May 11, 12 noon . A a) &* 
G Pat Res: 
SP _ SENT DEPARTMENT 45 REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 212, ben, Bde 
TEL AVIV 232. — 4 OS 5 
EUR NM i ae > zw 
- _ UNTSO source has informed Comsulate General of report sent (4 a ¢ 
P UN SYG by General Burns respecting certain incidents , ed = “g Fl 
—_ 
pa 
ol 
0) 


USIA Burns report dated May 10 refers Israeli complaints of two in- 
cidents Nirim area. First allegation states Egyptian military 
OSD position openes fire May 7 across D/L at group workers in 
ARMY Israel territory. ‘Second::states Egyptian soldiers crossed D/L 
‘NAVY Same date but wittdirew when Israeli patrol approached. When 
observer began investigation he was asked postpone it pending 
decision senior Israeli MAC delegate as to "future" those 
complaints. He was later told that in view evidence Egyptian 
complaints same incidents Israeli delegate might wish withdraw 
Israel's complaints. According. Egyptian complaints Israelis p 
harvesting south of Hill 86 mear Khan Yunis crossed. D/L with 
tractor, and officer proceeding investigate was fired on from 
Israeli position. Fire also directed against Egyptian post - 
in area. Upon investigating Egyptian complaint observer found 
marks of tracked vehicle across D/L into Egyptian territory somes 
15 meters. He found tracks two wheeled vehicles across D/L som@ 
20 meters further south, amd imdications they proceeded some 20% 
weters southward amd were’ about 600 meters inside Egyptian cy 
territory. Tracks then recrossed D/L. mi 
Report next refers incident imvolving two Israeli vehicles striMing 
anti personnel mines near MROS65-0637. Little damage no . 
(repeat no) casualties. Next imcident mentioned consisted 
Israeli allegation illegal /harvesting May 5 and firing across 
D/L. Observer shown grain/stubble but no (repeat no) evidence 
shooting. — - . 8 
Regarding Jordan border, report covers three incidents cited by r 
Sharett consisting cross border and firing across border,’ 
There were no (repeat no) casualties nor (repeat nor) requests 5 
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-2- 445, May 11, 12 noon, from Jerusalem 


for investigations. Two additional incidents cited were 
reported CONGEN telegram 443. 


With reference above and deserted house blown up at Kfar Yavetz 
May 6 UNTSO source indicated opinion Israelis doing best 
either fabricate or exaggerate> incidents in hope influencing 


Secihrity Council and "world opinion." 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. 
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Embtel 2191, 2201. ->-~ im 7 a. 











. israeli Interception of KIM plane, i 
SUBJECT: , 
V7, Vie => ‘ 


| On May 13 the reporting officer asked a local KIM representative as to the | 
status of the KIM plane which had recently been intercepted by Israeli fighters . 
and had been forced to land at Iydda. The KIM representative replied that the { 
Egyptian Government still refused to permit the plane to return to Cairo unless $ 
the Egyptian sergeant, who had been on board, returned with it. Since the Israelis ‘ 
still refused to release the sergeant, the operation was becoming extremely : S.% 
expensive to KIM (or more properly to its wholly owned subsidiary "Air Carta® (Sp?) —— 
which had contracted with the Egyptian Government to do dhe survey work). The | 
Company, in addition to being deprived of the use of its plane, was having to pay 
for the accommodations in Israeli hotels for the Dutch crew members including the 
wife of the pilot, who had been transported at company expense to remain with her 
husband. Furthermore, the Egyptian Government was refusing to pay the Company for 
the substantial number of photographs which had already been taken and turned over 
to the Egyptians on the grounds that payment could only be made when the contract 
was completed. Since the contract apparently includes a penalty clause, the 
Company's chance of realizing a profit on the job is becoming remote and it 
increasingly runs a risk of facing a substantial loss. 


The KIM representative could make no, guess as to when the problem would be 
resolved, He indicated that perhaps a.M#G meeting would be necessary but the 
chances of such a meetirg'® taking place in the near future seemed very doubtful 
in view of the Israeli occupation of Al Auja. In response to the reporting 
officer's query, the KIM representative explained that the-Egyptian sergeant was 
not a photographer but had accompanied the flight as a representative of the 
Egyptian War Department. He commented that KIM had been able to obtain the survey 
contract in preference to BOAC, Air France or TWA because of Egyptian unwillingness 
to entrust aerial surveys to companies associated with the "Big Powers", However, 
the Government did not fully trust even KIM and therefore had insisted on a 
representative's being present on each flight. The KIM representative added that C) 
the incident had not improved Dutch-Egyptian relations, the Egyptians’ having pointed -% 
‘out to the Dutch that the Dutch press contimied to be full of articles hostile to 4 


9991-S/V¥B°¥L9 


Egypt and to Nasser but had made no criticism of the Israeli interception of the 
KIM planes There have been no references to the incident in the local press since 
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_ USUN UNNUMBERED. - 
UOP | act Ol 
0 Have discussed matters reported CONT?” 46 with Vigier and He let ¢ 
OLI . of UNTSO who have provided details lined herewith. . = 
rv) 
OCB ; Deadlock respecting meetings EIMAC continues with no indication ol 
Eng that it may be broken at an early date, and formal adoption in 0) 
IA mac of arrangement covering establishment observer posts on both 
OSD sides Gaza D/L thus is being brustrated. Israelis have continued 
to maintain that if MAC were to meet at El Auja Egyptian delegate 
must proceed there by road from Rafiah. Egyptians have insisted ~ 
their delegates entitled proceed by any road they wish and stated 
willingness use only road from Ismailiya. Israelis have resisted 
this evidently because they have military positions along that 
road which they do not’wish Egyptians to observe. On the other 
hand, Hommel reports that Egyptians have mined the Rafiah road 
and presumably do not wish remove mines to permit travel over 
it. 
Vigier stated that Israelis have recently broadened the charac 
of their objections to MAC meeting at El Auja, regardless Egypt 
route of travel there, by advancing new argument to effect that 
MAC should not meet there "now that articles 7 and 8 of the GAA 
may be regarded as in a state of suspense." Israelis have, howgyer, 
asserted that they would agree readily to MAC meetings at K-95 
elsewhere that vicinity,’ where meetings were held in past ow 
convenience that location. Egyptians unwilling accede latter 
gestion, wishing as matter of principle maintain rights with 
respect E! Auja D/Z which not already lost through establishment 
of Kibbutz in D/Z stationing of Israeli troops in D/Z, and Burns 
concession allowing 30 Israeli "police" there. Egyptians would 
perhaps be willing meet elsewhere later, but feel they must ini- 
tially maintain in principle right to meet at El Auja as established 
by GAA. ; F 
According r 
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According Vigier, Ben Gurion has departed to spend. week-end at 
Sde Boker. Since latter has taken charge of questions arising 
agreement with UNSYG respecting establishment of UN observer 
posts each side Gaza strip D/L, such matters appear likely ‘re- 
main in abeyance at least for next few days, although Tekoah 
assured UNTSO today "he is doing his best" make progress toward! 
reactivating MAC. Since when negotiating on subject with UNSY@’ 
Ben Gurion gave no indication that Israelis would place any : 
obstacles in way of MAC meeting to adopt arrangements re Gaza 
D/L, Vigier pointed out their tactic now raising difficulties 
this point might well appear as breach of understanding with 
UNSYG. Vigier added that, anticipating line now being followe: 
by Israelis, Egyptians had proposed that arrangements should be 
adopted by MAC chairman, rather than by MAC itself. Israelis 
would not accept this. 


In commenting on above, Vigier expressed view that Israelis 
attitude toward UNTSO and obs:.*vers has not changed. Althougii 
Israelis weve not in a position to refuse UNSYG's proposals while 
here, he expects they will seize upon various subterfuges to © 
avoid "implemen‘ing” them. ~Placing obstacles in way of MAC 
meeting thus ap,-ars ideally suited their purpose. Vigier pointed 
out similarity this préSent situation and treatment accorded by 
Israelis to UNSYG proposals of November 4 relative El Auja. In 
latter case, initial acceptance "in principle" was followed by 
evasiveness and equivocation about "implementing" them, and same 
pattern appears emerging again with regard agreement for obser- 
vers posts. : 
Comment: While Vigier frequently takes pessimistic view UNTSO 
affairs and may show bias against Israelis at times, his presen- 
tation of facts as related above is doubtless generally correct 
and his conclusions do not seem unreasonable in light past experi- 
ence. Perhaps Department and Embassies would wish consider feasi- 
bility some initiative with parties overcome deadlock concerning 
MAC meeting. Burns expects depart for New York May 22. 
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Saw Hussein briefly itght uftex his initial meeting with . d 
Nasser. Hussein had following points of interest on this; first 2 
encounter. ¢ 
(1) Sreonesiy felt completely reassured that Nasser had ° 
no ieltee ton of attacking Israel. 


0) 
(2) Nasaer's feeling on guastion of ema for Israel was cone 
He obviously operating under seme type of intelligence unknown 


to us whieh itndtoates that definite decision was made to try to * 
keep Israel. as strong as Arab States, He — blame must 
be shared but mentioned Eden Vaincbatan geen at A arentiy 
wonders whether Rg have resched point in Bri ain oer 
Britieh would even spur Teraeli aggressions against 
He félt that real ni ivation behind rumored arms bloc again 
lay with Eden and that Eden envisaged type of blockade whic 

~ Israélis could cireumvent as in past hostilities, I told 

rp Hussein to pass to Nasser that I fon tha at convinced he oper 
ting under false information. Truth was.almost entirely to 

. contrary as Eden had been annoyed at Russian suggestion of a 

— fo Middle Hast which he saw as move on thelr part to 
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“| wreck Baghdad Pact. 


(3) Secretary should not feel that motive behind a 
ged China was slap at US. Timing of this act had been seria 


e\ solely to establishing new source of arms because of Nasser' 
féelings as above on question arms for srael. Hussein said 
Nassér asked that I be told this officially and that h regretted 
| - apparent mininterpretaton in United States. A 
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i Burss bas postponsd bis departure for New York owing 
iculvies obteining acoption arrangement covering UNTSO 
rvation posts each sides cof Gaze D/L. According Burns, 
ceseribe CONTEL, 450 hes however evolved to some 
is now suvstansiaily as follows: 
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Top 1) Uohay has sent Burns letter stating that Egypt willing 
consider arrangement es in effect without its being "formally 
CIA gaoptes in Mac”, : | 


(2) Waile wainteining their position that MAC should not 

meet at El Auja now that "articles VII and VIII of GAA are 

in suspense" Israslis have egraed te one meeting at El Auja 

| for purpose formaily adopting arrangement, provided MAC 
representatives agrss in advance adopt resolution to effect 

that pending compliance by the parties with srticles VII and 
VIII subsequent meetings of MAC willbe held elsewhere. If 
Rgyptians agrse foregoing Israslis nave indicated they will 
ellow Egyptian MAC delegste prceceta El Auja by any road he 8 
wisanes. cf 


(3) Burns expects reply about May 24 from Egyptians as to * 
whether they are willing have their MAC delegate attend <7 
meeting at Fl Auja in circumstances just mentioned. He would gs 
proceed New York thereafter, 


(4) Hemmarskjold tekes "dim view" of Israelis idea of holding 
MAC meeting only on condition of prior commitment as above. 

If Egyptians unwilling give such commitment Hammarskjold would 
consider Israelis responsible for obstructing adoption arrange- 
ment. 


With respect Israeli wotives for taking above position, Burns [- 
said he assymed Israclis do not consider it advisable at this = 
time tq block progress entirely on edoption arrangement '@) 
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establishing observation posts, especially in light publicity 
attaching UNSYS visit anég SC meeting. However, they presumably 
still wish iimit sci.ivities observers as much as they can and 
take any expedient .eps maintein habitual 
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un mv 


IO (thesis re their "sovereignty" in the D/Z. BS 23 


UOP ‘hey also continied reiate compliance Article VII and VIII to 
.OLI Egyptian attitude toward article I of GAA, including freedom 

transit Sues tn this connection teraeiig likewise have in 
IOP wind Egyptian ‘actions such as increase number military units 
QCB in Sinai and anti-israeli propaganda. 


OSD With respect Gaia D/!: which now relatively quiet, Burns opined 
buat Egyptians are making genuine effort control troops and 
avoid firing incidents, while Israelis likewise keeping petrols 
cack Tron Ltrrediate vicinity D/L. Situation indicative of what 
perties can setieve in this direction when they wish. 


“urning te other «atters, Surns said he thought suggestions 
Por iy proving ! rake Tit erias situation (SC resolution January 
' iG, 1956) are all being otserved by parties at this time with 

exception ee Syrians fish in Lake, which remains as 
gescrined ( (tate With regard Cordans-Israel. local comma 
agreesents cc Lesa “order outside Jerusalem area, Burns sai 

oth sides eaneienr ise proposals for agreement in terms gene 
ei: itar creat of swe &, 1953, which lapsed following Scorpion 
Pees tus incident. [sréelis nad just returned proposed draft 
agreerent with their coments, Sut progress on Jordan side m 
ve delaved »y change of government. Burns hopes new agreemen 
wi.) provide that borh low level officers near'frontiers and re. 
high .evel commanders of wilitary districts concerned should- % 
have direct means cor.munication with opposite numbers. 









‘urns said his opinion was that Jerusalem area commanders 
arrangement had proven oblimwited significance at least partly 
owing to fact Jordanians had named Che 7 oP pe ehudelel poco 
force as "area comuanger’ for purpgses o arrangement. 

ail \iey-ftd-net-f(répeat not} name officer in charge military area, 


who would be ‘Logical cholate since he commands Arab Legion 
troops in Jerusalem, because when arrangement. concluded that 
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ree! was oce “led ‘7 Pritisn ?rigedier. Jordaniens did not 
‘repeet not! wiat. “‘ritish officer have direct contacts with : 


"Sree. i opposite nucter. As resuit "area com:ander 


" 


on Jordan 


side was in fact poitce officer with out little force of 
claracrer aud no (repeat no} control troops in Jerusalec.. wurne 


roperu. thay with departure ‘sritish from Arab Legion, 


/ordaniens 


feei free give their ranking riiitary officers proper role 


iG oce. érrangevents in future. 
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UOP Burns told me at social gathering last night Israelis: have ts a 

OLI agreed implement arrangement YNTSO observation posts along (mp © 

Gazza D/L without its formal adoption in MAC (CONTEL 453). on 

IOP Plans contemplate establishment 6 posts each side D/L. Burns @) 

ay proceeding New York May 25. 
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suBject: Yedioth Hayom Comments on Rumo id Establishment of a "Palestinian Sta 
in Gaza ‘ 


-_ « } b 


The above-named independent newspaper carried an editorial on May 30, 

in h it discussed "remarkable rumors from over ‘the border" to the-effect 
that Egypt plans to set up a "Palestinian State" in the Gaza Strip. According 
to the paper,. establishment of such a state may follow activation of the i. 
Palestinian Amy recently announced by Prime Minister Nasser. In review the- 
paper noted that such a government was proclaimed in Gaza in 1948, but depa 
the town in "autum, 1948" with the first shelling, only to proceed to Cairo} 
where it is allegedly still maintaining a shadowy and unsuccessful existence¢, 

’ The paper claims that Egyptian indifference to such a goverrment since 19/,8>® 
was due to Jordanian sensitivity, which apparently now could be ignored 


3’ 
"since King Hussein, under the control of Ali Abu Nuwar, is now in Nasser's 
pocket." 
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As speculated upon in the editorial, the purpose of the prospective "State 
would be to serve as a core for a future Arab Palestine, with a geographical 
location which would promote Egyptian hegemony over Palestinian developments. 


The article conclwies: 


"For Israel the creation of such a Palestinian State would 
‘present a grave challenge since it: is obvious that it would ~ 
conduct itself purely as a front-line army against Israel. As 
far as Israel is concerned such a State simply would not exist, 
since we have concluded a General Armistice Agreement only with 
Egypt, and it is quite clear that we would continue to hold 
Egypt solely responsible for observance of the Armistice pro- 
visions. In any event, however, the setting up of such a state 
would certainly add to the tension in the Middle East, and give 
us some very serious problems to cope with." 


No other newspapers have referred to these "rumors." 


For the Ambassador: 
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- In the company of a lieutenant of the Israel Defense Force from which 
mission for the trip had to be obtained, and an officer of the United States 
Division of the Foreign Ministry, the reporting officer visited four border 
settlenents along the Gaza demarcation line June 5 and 6. His interests in the 
trip, among others, included the following: 


1) Ina recent upwelling of nationalist and religious fervor, _. 
widely publicized here and abroad, urban Israel is reported to have i 
contributed more than 1,000,000 man hours of labor to the construction{. 
of defenses for thé border settlements or kibbutzim (Embdesp 685). 

The practical contribution this effort made to the defense of the 
settlanents, as apart from the psychological lift it gave both 
recipients and donors of the labor, was a matter of interest. | 





* 
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2) The names of the settlements visited are among those 
most frequently seen in accounts of border violence and a first- 
hand impression of their situation was desired. 


3 It has been suggested that the settlements in the most 
exposed position are not primarily agricultural villages at all 
little fortresses, disguised as farm communities, which will 
vide prepared points of strength for the IDF in the event of 
ge scale hostilities originating on the Gaza Strip. 


The reporting officer concluied that the settlers regard themselves primarily 
as farmer-settlers but accept the responsibility of providing a first-line defense 
against invasion as a critically important but secondary community function. 


For, in fact, the settlements produce bountifully - whether economically is ae 
another question. ce) 
pat 

The settlers assume the burden of the defense of their compound; the IDF bi 
defending the general area - that is, the settlements strung a few ma enere joo 
apart all along the.demrcation line. : i 
4 

Both defense preparations and ss oieniieans alia practices fall into a genet Zz 
pattern. | a 
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‘Agricultural activity. Each of the four kibbutzim visited farms more than 


2,000 acres. They practice diversified farming with large livestock responsi- 
bilities requiring attention when they are not planting, cultivating, or 
harvesting, so that there is a heavy work load the year around. They have 
large acreages of wheat and barley rotated either with pasture or legumes; 
small tracts of fresh vegetables; either beef or dairy cattle herds or both; 
and large poultry flocks. They have been "tied in" to the Yarkon water line 
this year, and are now preparing to put from a tenth to a fifth of their land 
under irrigation. 


Defense Preparations and Responsibilities. All settlements visited re- 
ported that they had had volunteer help during the recent campaign mentioned 
above from their metropolitan countrymen but on this sector of Israel's frontier 
their contribution is not apparent.» The trenches are machine—dug; the barbed 
wire strung from trucks, by contrast with the volunteer efforts of city notables, 
shown in news photos laboriously unrolling and stringing the wire by hand. But 
the real efforts of the volunteers may have been expended more logically in 
helping construct defenses, amateurish but probably sufficient in the circum- 
stances, in less exposed communities. 


The IDF which, incidentally, ¢ontrols and escorts the movement of out- 
siders to and from the border settlements on the Gaza Strip, furnished the 
blueprints for the defenses of the compound. They wére virtually indistinguish- 
able in the four settlements visited. 


A zig-zag trench parallels the arc of the compound perimeter which faces 
south and west. At every third or’fourth point of intersection, heavy sand- 
bagging provides a firing bay for machine gun or mortar. The trenches are 
lined with corrugated iron. Just outside the trenches and paralleling the 
perimeter is a line of 30-foot light poles spaced fifty feet apart and 
mounting conventional but heavy Mi ge bulbs with reflectors. These 
are lighted from sunset to sunrise, hot for assistance against military forces 
but to discourage the thieving and yen sl of Gaza Arabs. At less frequent 
intervals, perhaps in three or four ces along the perimeter, are watch 
towers, also thirty feet in height, equipped with a machine gun mount and 
searchlight that throws a beam three kilometers. 


Just outside the trenches is a 5-foot barbed wire fence. In addition to 
the strands strung in the conventional manner on the vertical, steel fence 
posts, wires are strung at a 45 degree angle outward and inward from the top 
of the posts to parallel lines of steel cleats, like tent stakes. These 
angling strands are heavily interwoven so that anyone trying to scale the 
fence would have to ascend and descend an ugly bed spring of barbed wire. 


The compound itself is criss-crossed with communication trenches between 
such points of importafice as living quarters, schoolrooms, nursery, and work- 
shops. There are th or four air raid shelters - one each,for school: and 
nursery, and one or more near the points, of heaviest population concentration. 
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One enters them by a 3-foot wide, concrete-covered ramp which descends steeply 
25 feet below ground to a concrete tube eight feet in height and five or six 
in width. All tubes have emergency water tanks, food and first aid lockers, 

and telephones. In the shelter for nursery age children there are bunk beds 

and playthings. All are electrically lighted. 


In each family living-unit there is a weapon - usually rifle or sten gun - 
which one member of the family is expected to man in case of hostilities. 
Each kibbutznik does all-night sentry duty one week in a month. In compara— 
tively peaceful times, six persons are posted at strategic points along the 


4 


perimeter trench from darkness to dawn. 


In addition to the rifle or sten gun which is each family's individual 
responsibility, there is a central armory. On inquiry, the reporting officer 
was informed that its contents were a military secret. He thereupon said that 
all he had been permitted to learn would not indicate that the settlements 
were equipped for resistance against anything other than infantry attack. 

The IDF escort replied that along the Strip there were points which more 
obviously than others called for antitank weapons, but gave no hint as to 
whether kibbutzniks at those points would have been trained in the use and 
miintenance of antitank weapons or would look to the IDF for this responsibility. 


Of the four kibbutzim visited, the perimeter defenses of three are manned 
by inhabitants of the kibbutz. The fourth, Nahal Oz, is manned by the IDF who 
apparently never leave the place. . 


The circumstance of the settlements which struck the reporting officer 
most forcibly, was the thoroughness with Which the kibbutzim are being pre- 
ed, both chologic and in the character of their defenses, to stand 
fast in case of invasion, The possibility of evacuation is in no way suggested 
to them, although seckne routes to north or east could be mapped on lines which 
offer no topographi barrier, the fields rolling levelly alt the way east 
and north to heavily settled, less exposed areas. 


The settlers are being conditioned to believe that safety for them and 
their children lies in taking to the bunkers and air raid shelters. 


The reporting officer is tanpted to conclude that the Government's 
objective is to see A ese people stinctively stand fas : asion comes. 
1 r commitment of e IDF 





world as well. 


fe And the longer the border kibbutzim survive without serious loss, the 
easier it will be to persuade other groups to form similar units, gradually ° 
filling in all the.gaps in the line of the frontier settlements, and then 
building new settlements in increasing density between the Gaza Strip and the 
Jordan border, spreading south as far as water permits and thus establishing 

a Jewish hold more deeply and firmly on the land. 
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The four kibbutzim visited are Nirim, which, save for one other, is the 
southermmost settlement along the demarcation line (MR 062/083): Ein Hashelosha 
(well of the three), two kilometers north of Nirim; Nahal Oz, some three kilo- 
meters still further north; and Sa'ad, a similar distance north of Nahal Oz 
but four kilometers east of the Strip and separated from it by the fields of 
another kibbutz and a m jor north-south road firmly under Israel control. 


The four perform very similar functions in buttressing Israel's claim to 
the northern Negev by settlement and defense, but their ideological affinities 
are somewhat different. Nirim is a Mapam kibbutz with its allegiance to 
Marxist principles diluted only by a stronger adherence to Zionism. Hashelosha 
has its roots in the Diaspora; it is made up of young Zionists -from half a 
dozen Latin American capitals who moved here from an idealistic desire to 
return to the sources of their religion, race, and nation. Nahal Oz is the 
fruit of the Hagshama movement which takes volunteer urban high school students, 

. both sexes, and forms them into units indoctrinated with the idea that settle- 
ment of the land and defense of the land is an end tp itself. This is almost 
pure Jewish nationalism, the religious impulse is not apparent if it exists 
at all. 


The last is a settlement founded under the auspices of Hapoel Mizrachi, 
the orthodox politico-religious party which has a youth land settlement move- 
ment of redemptionist qualities but motivated.in the main by a desire to match 
other political party's efforts on behalf of their youth. 


Nahal Oz is especially interesting for a variety of reasons: it is the 
nearest to the border almost directly facing Gaza city; it. is the first fruits 
of a movement which expresses Ben Gurion's goal of the eg ag of Jewish youth 

“to the land and the defense of the Jewish homeland; it is a foster son of the 
IDF. “ 


. Its perimeter defenses were the only ones of the four settlements visited 
that the reporting officer was not permitted to inspect at will, leading him 
to the conclusion that along it were probably located heavier weapons than 
such a settlement is expected to employ in peace times. Through binoculars 
his party, however, was able to watch IDF regulars moving about in the trenches 
from salient to salient. 


Climbing the steel ladder of a 60-foot grain silo, it was possible to see 
all the way to the Mediterranean. To the south of-Gaza City, a series of low 
promontories are the sites of Egyptian artillery positions, according to our 
IDF escort. In front of them a huge barn-like structure was described as an 
UNWRA medical supply and drug warehouse. From Gaza City coming eastward 
towards our vantage point were: first, Arab fields in which large bands of 
Arabs were harvesting wheat with sickles by contrast with the tractor drawn 
combines at. work in Jewish fields; then, the demarcation line, which is a 
deep, ploughed furrough; third, the road on which the IDF patrolled the line 
until they recently acquiesced in the request of Hammarskjold to end such 
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close patrol; fourth, the Jewish fields, already harvested; fifth, the new 
patrol road established since Hammarskjold's visit; and finally the perimeter 
defenses of Nahal Oz, immediately below us. 


A kibbutznik guide told the party that while an absence of Arabs in the 
fields between Nahal Oz and the coast did not necessarily mean trouble, they 
had leamed that they had nothing to fear if Arabs were going about their 
normal activities. 


; The eighteen married couples who form the nucleus of Nahal Oz started 
the experiences that culminated in their present situation about six years 
ago when as high school students they voluntarily joined Hagshama in which 
they devoted a large part of their leisure time to paramilitary training, 
camping, hiking, and st g elementary land settlement courses under the 
direction of kibbitzniks assigned as Hagshama trainers by :their political 
parties. When they reached the age of military conscription, they exercised 
the choice of entering as/a unit’ into the Nahal, a part of the IDF training 
program in which conscripts divide their training between agriculture and 
soldiering. Their shoulder patch is a combination of sickle and sword. Upon 
completing the Nahal training, they elected to man a border settlement as a 
unit. Somewhere along the way, they formed into married couples. Their 
political affiliatimis Mapai, the party of Ben Gurion. 


Now having achieved the average age of 21, they are the fire-hardened 
veterans of three and a half years of living in closest proximity to the 
Gaza Strip with all its tensions and flare-ups. Two of their members have 
been slain; the most recent Roy Rothberg was dragged from a horse by Arab 
infiltrators while he was patrolling Nahal Oz fields (Embtel 1148). They 
have six children. 


Augmenting their slim ranks are some volunteers and a contingent of 
new Nahal who, on the basis of their experiences here, will decide on the 
completion of their military service whether to volunteer for border settle- 
ment or return to purely civilian occupations. , ; 


‘Small IDF units move in and out of Nahal Oz at will. While we were 
there, a female sergeant drove up in a land rover and about seven new con— 
scripts, North African immigrants, tumbled out of the vehicle and waited 
while the sergeant tacked a map against one of the buildings and proceeded ‘ 
to give a lecture in Gaza Strip geography. 


Nahal Oz compound is a collection of one-story wooden shed-like buildings, 
one room in depth, several in length. Only amenity is an extremely well- 
furnished and appointed recreation room which their parents contributed. Its 
comfortable chairs, tables, magazine racks, chess tables, rugs, floor and 
table lamps provide a marked contrast t9 the rough hewn, unpainted benches, 
tables, naked light bulbs and bare floors of the commmnity dining hall and 
other central buildings. The farm is thoroughly mechanized with a fleet of 

tractors to draw many implements. :; | 
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Nahal Oz has become a principal port of call for visitors whom the Israel | 
Government wishes to impress. Observing the hard way these young couples 
live, the little improvement in their lot that the future holds for them, 
it is easy to believe the stories of Jewish dedication and selfless determina- 
tion to secure their land. Ed Murrow visited Nahal Oz for his television study 
of Israel. One of the boys who guided his party there apparently appeared so 
personakle on American television screens that the Jewish Agency engaged his 
services, and he is now touring the United States under the auspices of the 
United Jewish appeal to whom it is cynically said he will be wrth several — 
million dollars in contributions. 


Despite their youth, the Nahal Oz settler is more securely attached to 
this life than any of his counterparts in the other three settlements visited. 
Their loss from defection has been one or two a year. Even the widows have 
chosen to remain with the community rather in spite of their youth to return 
to the urban homes of their parents. Their long years of indoctrination at 
a formative period has "taken." Their sense of community identification is 
very strong. 


Most numerous defections were at Ein Hashelosha, where 50 per cent of 
the Latin American Jews, drawn from urban homes and with no conception of 
frontier life, fled to the city after the first year. The hard core that 
remains has become adjusted and its losses are only five to ten per cent 
per year defecting, not fron the original settlers but mostly from the new 
recruits who have since aie them. 


The Mapamnicks suffer five to ten per cent as does the Mizrachi, Sa'ad. 
The turnover of the latter is continuous, however, because it serves as a 
Mizrachi youth training center. A constant stream of Mizrachi youth pour into 
Sa'ad, the reporting officer was informed, some to remain and settle there 
permanently, others to volunteer for new settlements on other borders, 


Between Nahal Og and Sa'ad lies Kfar Aza. This settlement was established 
by North African immigrants who found the life too difficult and left it by 
twos and threes until the Gaza artillery fire of April 5, after which so many 
vacated that the remainder could not cope with its more than 2,000 acres. 

Nahal units were moved in to carry on until a new settlement nucleus can be 
selected. 


While it is generally believed that the kibbutz movement is no more than 
holding its own while ‘the moshav settlements,’ individual holdings with co- 
operative use of certain facilities, are ng in;strength; informants 
along the route of the trip described herein/insisted that it was expanding 
steadily. As evidence, they said that volunteers having completed Nahal 
training and electing to man the settlements had been registered in sufficient 
numbers to fill all the manpower deficiencies in existing border settlements. 
New units emerging from the Nahal would from this time onward be placed on 

new settlements. This may be an artificial stimulus, but once units are as 
a well indoctrinated as these at Nahal Oz, Sa'ad and Nirim are established on 
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responsibilities of Nahal wife. ami child, etc. - will probably suffice to 

keep them there. Of course as their position, both militarily and economically 
speaking, becomes more secure they may gradually metamorphose to moshavims. 
In the meantime, the kibbutzim type communal organization is probably better 
suited to the requirenents of combined military-agricultural responsibilities. 


The life is hard and the compensations few. It was many times remarked 
to the reporting officer that these kibbutzniks were like the American pioneer 
on the western frontier. This is a comparison of dubious validity. The 
American pioneer left an environment in which he had little prospect of 
improving his lot and took his chances, not primarily to develop the country, 
but to improve his and his children's prospects. The Israeli settler leaves 
possibly rather better prospects in the city for the sake of securing the 
land to his nation. 


The settlers are indifferent or innured to atrocious food - unnecessarily 
grim to judge from bursting barns, fat livestock and poultry. 


Lunch, the big meal of the day, at Nirim was typical. Heavily seasoned 
fish, boiled whole and then cut in half, head in one portion, body and tail in 
the other and served in a gelatinous sauce; boiled potatoes without gravy or 
butter; unbuttered coarse brown bread, cold water to drink, pickled beets, 
raw turnips and cucumbers which one peels at the table, tomatoes, and uncon- 
gealed ceang or gelatin for dessert. Supper at Sa'ad was brown bread, PL 480 
butter (the most palatable part of the meal), boiled potatoes » raw vegetables 
as above, and fruit-flavored water as a beverage. Breakfast, also at Sa'ad, 
was coarse sardines, bread, butter, and whole cream spread on bread; fried 
egg, and lukewarm tea sweetened before it was poured from the pot. 


The inducements are few. The individual is relieved of duty with the 
military reserve but inasmuch as he is looking over a rampart every night 
one week in each month, the advantage is not apparent. As a community the 
border settlements are permitted unlimited water for irrigation which assures 
them of a much larger income than dry farming in this area would yield. 
Amortization of their debt is on most generous terms. A government could 
contemplate neither subsidy probably except by charging off a part of the 
concessions to National Security Requirements. 


For the Ambassador: © 
William L. Hamilton, Jr. 
First Secretary of Embassy 
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SUNDAY, March 4. — Egyp- 
tian position opens automatic 
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in Be’eril region shot at by 
| tian post... Israel patrol 
g upon flock\ of Beret 
jan sheep graye in vicinity 
of Nir Yi fires over 
shepherds’ heads. Shepherds 
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\flocks of sheep cross border 
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Kissufim lands, Chased back 
by Israel patrol ... Israel pa- 
trol finds Jordan infiltrator 
in Israel territory south of 
Megiddo who escapes across 
| border, 


|MONDAY, March 5, — Syrian 
\troops shoot and kill twe Israel 
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on northern shore of Lake Gali- 
leo despite fact er! had been 
informed through UNTSO that 
constables would be arriving to 
fetch beat abandoned re 
earlier, Bodies of two dead re- 
turned im evening, two more 
found later, 
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= tera pic err and ees 
chine opened on 

scout fens flying near Kib- 
buts Dafna, Upper Galilee, 
from Syrian tions across 
border, Plane hit, makes for- 
ced landing in open field near 
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a ian position opens fire 
on Israel post in fim 
area. Fire returned and posi- 
tion starts to rain mortar fire 
on post ... Group of four in- 
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from Shuval IV.... 

position opens fire on Isruel 


in Be'ri area, 

AY, March 9. — Egyptian 
position opens fire on Israel 
pest in vicinity of Kissufim. 


ber of Noham, 
Hartuv area, One infiltrator 
killed by _ border police in 


chase ... Egyptian positions 
open fire at Israel ts in 
ufim area, Sporadic firing 


continues all morning; renew- 


ed in evening ... Israel patrol 
vehicle strikes tian laid 
land mine in Nir Yitzhak sec- 


group of Egyptian 

reaping fields in Be'eri sector, 
opens fire and drives them 
across Armistice line. 
MONDAY, March 12. — Israci 
demands 


UNTSO investigate me- 
nacing troop concen- 
tration along Israel border; 
protests refusal of Jordan MAO 
chairman to call omergency 
meeting on killing of Noham 
farmer.. Gunfire from 
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rol spots four armed Jo’ 

infitrators in Lachish area, 
capturing three after ex- 
change of fire... Second group 
eaten Seeeeerys eee Seen ae 
trol; patrol returns fire and 

filtraters flee... Exyptian pa- 
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TUESDAY, March 13. — 
officials visiting Barta’a vil- 
lage on Jordag border in Ha- 
dera area attacked by rifle 
and automatic fire from 
across border, One Israeli kill- 
ed, one wounded. . . Jo: 

open fire on vehicle trav 
on road near Kibbutz 
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FRIDAY, March 16, — 


jan infiltra- 


tors penetrate into Kissufim 


sector, On 
patrol, approach of Israel 
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As reported in The Jerusalem Post during the month of March 


fran, mean Arab-Isracl war. 


THIS AN ARMISTICE ? 


AY, March 19. — UN-. 
TSO will investigate Israel's ' 


charge that 


tian troops 
are massing on 


ie border... 


a 
and infiltrators crosa 
rect al lines at several 


points... Egyptian post opens 
fire on Israel position in Kis: 
sufim area ... Three Egyp- 
tians attempt to steal flock of 
sheep from Moshay Tidhar, 
Beit Re'im area. 

TUESDAY, March 20, — Number 
of shots fired by members of 
Arab Legion and Jordan Nation- 


escape after stealing cash and 
clothing... Infiltrators harvest 
300 dunams of barley in 





some 
fields belonging to Kibbuts Na-~ 


hal Ox, 

FRIDAY, March 23, — Mem- 
ber of Jedayeen tried in Lyd- 
da by full military Court: Sen- 
tences postponed sine die. 
SUNDAY, ‘March 25. — Isracl 
Army vehicle damaged by Egyp- 
tian mine southwest of Gvulot. . 
Jordanians fire shot at 
—_ om Mowat Zion, Jerusa- 
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(Border Incidemts Reported in The Jerusalem Post in the Month of April) 
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fired at two 
travelling from Tel Aviv to 
Ramle... Fire opened on Israel 
trol in vicinity of Kibbutz 
it Govrin and on workman 
at reservoir near Kfar Silver... 
Members of Kibbutz Sde Eli- 
yahu working near settle- 
ment's fish ponds under fire. 
FRIDAY, Apri 18. Egyptian 
Vampire jet shot down over Is- 
racl territory when two Israel 
Planes intercept four E,; m 
aircraft. Seriously inj 
taken prisoner. Remaining three 
Se flee across border... 
and machinegun fire direct- 
ed at Israel position in Brea sec- 
tor... Cache of explosives found 
im ground near railway tracks 
adjoining Moshay Shalva, north- 


Eshed buses| THURSDAY, April 19. Three- 
inch water pipeline connect~- 
ing Kibbutz av to Kib- 
butz Dvir blown up in two 
places. Marauders make get- 
away. 

FRIDAY, A; 2. Jordan forees 
attack Ii patrol in Israel ter- 
ritory In Lachish area. One mem- 
ber of patrol killed. 

SUNDAY, April 22. Infiltra- 
tors fire at Army vehicle in| 
northern Negev... Infiltrators| 
from Gaza Strip harvest 50 
dunams of barley from fields 
perusing to bbutz Mfal- 
sim... Violent explosion at 
Moshav Goren, Lebanese bor- 
der, shatters . water pipe 
leading to village reservoir. 
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ern Negev... Mine discovered 
vicinity of | near well in Moshav Azrikan,| TUESDAY, April 24. Israel fieh- 
Rear Yavne.../ west of Beer Tuvia...another| ing boats on Lake Kinneret fir- 
patrol kills two Egyp-|fewnd near pumping station of| ed on from across Syrian bor- 
wounds two others, in| Moshay Shafir, came area. der... Israel petrol fired on 


from across Jordan berder in 


SUNDAY, April 15. Fifteen-| fom) neross 
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lamp-post| edb: hots fired from Ola| WHDNESDAY, April 25. Kill- 
at Kibbuts Zikim, near Yad| City wall... Seven soldiers = from Jordan territory am- 
Mordechai. .. wounded when vehicles hit ush and murder four al 


employees travelling in com- 
mand car from Hin Yahay to 
Be’er Menuha Tahal Camp. 
Murderers rob victims and set 
fire to vehicle, : 

SUNDAY, April 29. Israel patrol 
discovers gro of 
reaping grain 
Aza area. Thieves 


from Zikkim..., Five coun- 
ies asked by U.N. te provide 
four officers each for an ox- 
panded 1.5.0, Observer corps. 


MONDAY, April 30, — Infil- 
trators from Gaza Strip, gia 
ed by sayetien soldie id- | 
nep Kibbutz Nahal Oz mem- 
ber who goes out to investi- 
gate harvesting on kibbutz 
land 300 metres from demar- 
-eation line. Hig body return- 
ed in afternoon, eyes ged 
out and hands mutilated, in 
presence of U.N. Observers... 
One soldier killed and two 
Bac wounded when ve- 


two mines near vicinity of 
Nir Yitzhak... Another two 
mines discovered in same area 
later.,. Exchange of fire in 
Seed Hrez el eh? 
igyptian post starts shooting 
at Israe] position. Egyptians 
put out decoy in order to pro- 
voke Israel fire, begin snip- 
ing when ruse fails... 
“Kibbutz Beit Govrin shep- 
herd ambushed near settle- 
ment... Arab Legion forces 
shoot from across Armistice 
Line at Israel patrol near Nir 
Eliyahu. .. 
; found in Matzliah set- 
tlement, in vicinity of Ramle... 
Fire opened on police vehicle 
1] tra ig near Meron... Me- 

korot watchman wounded in 
clash between group of watch- 
men and marauders outside 
Mekorot water installations 
near Ashkelon. 
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iS THIS AN ARMISTICE ? 


Border Incidents Reported in The Jerusalem Post in the Month of May 


THURSDAY, May 8. Auto-, Rifleshots from Syrian territory; SUNDAY, May 27, Tractor 
matic fire cpenad” from Syr- | aimed at Israel fishing boat on/ driver working in Lachish 
jan territory on Israel patrol | Lake Kinneret... Stones thrown) area ambushed and shot to 

in vicinity of Ein Gev. from Old City (Jerusalem) at} death; ammunition stolen. 
FRIDAY, May 4. Gaza Strip| Church of Notre Dame, Party of surveyors working 
marauders harvest ten dunams | MONDAY, May 14.°Egyptian| in ‘area east of Beersheba- 
of ripening barley valued at —_— fires * army vehicle| Hebron road fired upon from 
11.500 from Nahal Oz. ~~? Israe] territory| Jordan territory... Infiltra- 
SUNDAY, May 6, Marauder near in "Hashlosha, West-|torg steal water pipes from 
fee sores aah kc tae | ““aceeie? Nir Oz... 40-dunam crop of 

n 

a in vicinity of Mount Gil-| workers wounded when Syrian  ecien 8 stolen from Kibbutz 
Infiltrators penet-j| soldiers enter Israel territory 
\ perry “Bilat, steal pate from | sear Kibbutz Gonen and fire at 
group of men at work. 
operative, THURSDAY, May 17, ‘Two 
i MONDAY, May 7. Egyptian | Circassians of ‘ar Kama 
spy caught in Israel police trap | escape with lives when: hear- 
as he,emerges from shop with) ing explosion ‘of bo thrown 
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TUESDAY, May 29. Egyptian 
position opens fire on Israel 
troops im Nitzsana area. 





* at them, and after g shot 
blown up by inaltrs ns from at by marauders on Wadi 
Jordan... Fire opened from| Ats.-highroad... Infiltrators 


from Jordan enter Bilat and 
steal equipment and field 
telephones from Mekorot.. 
AY. May 8 Army |Moshav Lachish watchmen 
vehicle strikes mine planted | shoot it out in the dark with 
tians in yicinity of |marauderg after hearing sus- 
Yitzhak... Second vga sounds in neigh 
a strikes “another mine 

in same. vicinity... Group of 
Arab infiltrators ‘found har- 
vesting fields of Kfar Aza... 
E 8 open fire on group 
of Israel workers in fields of 
Nirim, Shooting starts fire in 
fields... Squ of Egyptian 
| soldiers penetrate some three 
panied aes into Israel 
erritory bu! ee on ap- 

proach of Israel patro 


direction of Kalkilya on = nes 
vehicle travelling in 
Kfar Saba. 

































FRIDAY, May 18. First pas- 
to make 


y: 
shell ‘into Israel territory near 
Ein Gev... Five tons of bar- 


northeast of Beersheba. 
MONDAY, May 21, Infiltra- 
tors ete te fire Sho Bates at 
Ir- 


THURSDAY, May 10. Israel 
petrol in Nablat sector encoun- 
— ee from co who 

res Ww. ordered Fire | rj aration i  aprtakiacs 
returned. ond: trespasser killed... valed| af aia stolen from 
south of Nitzanei Oz, opposite i 
Tulk fired upon from Jor- site a May 22. Lebanese 
dan. Troup of Egyptian in- fire on Israel 

constable. 


Altrators enters Israel territory 
THURSDAY, May 24. Israel 


begins to reap fields be- 
jongin to Nahal Oz. Thieves ®n wounded near Ha- 
eS Mount 


across border by Kib- 
buts ; 


FRIDAY, May 11. Arabs Lasgo ea 
open eatoiantin. fire on civil- | ovian je 9 P naand a in 
jan car ar travelling on Kfar EROS, Sei 
Saba- Hakovesh Road, |!" in Kinneret some 200 
Sharon cg . Infiltrators |™etres offshore while group 
who try to break into Kib- Mg about be nid = 
butz Urim sheep pen driven a ain’ pines Ty 
off by watchmen... E ong @ shore, 

tian infiltrator ‘from 
Strip wounded by Israel pat- 
rol in vicinity Nahal Oz; 
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C SENL DEPARWMENT 462; REPEATED INFORMATION Prin TEL ~A \e& 
EUR 242, AMMAN 226, CAIRO 255, DAMASCUS 129. S d 
L ne, 
10 Reference: DEPTEL 234, ow ra 
P ©” © ° 
UOP Did not (#) Houmel Chairman ISMAC KS rted as follows 
OLI respecting UNTSO inspection. He 1 Kibbutz Havogrim ~ 
= ake on duce 13 and found shelters, t te 22 concrete pill- , 
OOS boxes. As effort hed been made ¢ ike 1 latter, UNTSO has \. 
USTA requested permission reirves t Request now in negotiation 
Stage. Constr-stion pill-b oe ear as violation GAA, but 
he stetus other work depende interpretation. 
\RMY « - - na ° ¥ 
NAVY  Elabdoretiuz uo. “oregoing Hommel said UNTSO personnel found 
&IR 2 or 3 sheitcis suiteble for personnel or materials within 
area of Kisoutz dug into ground and covered with cement roofs. 
Outside Kibbutz eresa were firing and connecting trenches, 
Surrounded by tectical barbed wire, plus two concrete pill- 
boxes tactically sited and equipped with firing ports. Latter 
were covered "=! esrth in apparent attempt at concealment from” 
observers, Chairwan hes ‘expressed opinion that (except for 
pill-boxes) otiier construction may be allowed to stand. 
Message from UNHQ takes position that trenches plus single 
Sstrand-type barbed-wire fence would not violate GAA, but 
any construction in excess this cvitdrinn* would represent 
Violation Annex II paragraph 4 
Assume Eurns,' woo returned Jerusalem June 19, will make 
decision on question violation and ordering destruction after 
turther investigsttoz., 
: COLE 
BB: JHF/16 
,* AS received. Carrection'to follow. 
(#) Omission. Correction te follow. 7’. | 
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Action i Control: 12182 8 
NEA ms Rec'd: June 20, 1956 - 
- FROM: Jerusalem - CORRECTED COPY L2i6 He. y 
nto 
RMR TO; Secretary of State é 
33 NO; 462, June 20, 10 =.m. ad 
G x E 
SF eo 
C SENT DEPARTMEN? 462 REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY TEL ANERV 4 
EVR 242, AMMAN 226, CAIRO 255, DAMASCUS 129, ; @ 
L es eo 
TO Reference: DEPTEL 234, < 
P ‘ 
UOP Did not receive Tel Aviv's 1259. 
OLI BemtraLe OO $ 
According Hommel Chairman ISMAC has reported as follows ined 
OCB UNTSO inspection. He visited Kibbutz Havogrim on June 13 and 
USIA found shelters, trenches, 22 concrete pill-boxes. As effort had 
CIA been made conceal latter, UNTSO has requested permission reinves- 
OSD - tigate. Request now in negotiation stage. Construction pill- 
ARMY boxes appear as violation GAA, but status other work dependent 0) 
NAVY on its interpretation. = 
AIR > 
Elaborating on foregoing Hommel said UNTSO personnel found 
2 or 3 shelters suitable for personnel or materials within 00 
area of Kibbutz dug into ground and covered with cement roofs. aa 
Outside Kibbutz area-were firing and connecting trenches, > 
surrounded by tactical barbed wire, plus two concrete pill- ~ 
boxes tactically sited and equipped with firing ports. Latter 0) 
were covered with earth in apparent attempt at concealment from 7%, 
observers. Chairman has expressed opinion that (except for N 
pill-voxes) other construction may be alldéwed to: stand. O 
Message from UNHQ takes position that trenches plus single Ol 
strand-type barbed-wire fence would not violate GAA, but 0) 
any construction in excess this criterion would represent 
violation’ Annex II paragraph 4. ‘ 
Assume Burns, who returned Jerusalem June 19, will make ie 
decision on question violation and ordering destruction after ~ 
further investigation. ; ~ 
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SUBJECT: Embassy Military Attache's Sonversstion with Col, Bayer, UNTSO. 
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There is enclosed as of possible interest to the Densrtrent a a) 
rismorancum prepared by the Embassy's Military Attachs in regerd to 


his conversation with Colonel Beyard of! the United Nations Truce KRé 
Supervisory Organization, Ina conversation yesterday with repre- « « 
sentatives of the Israel Prime Minister's Office and the finance CO * 
Ministry, the rerorting officer obtaindd confirmation of the aN 
extension of the wate» pipeline into the Nitzsna area of the ee 
Demilitarizec “one anc of its interded utilizaticn by Israel troecs —. 

in thet area, It is the Embsssy's understendine that In view of OU) 8 
Rgyyt's disregard of the orovtsions cf Article I o* the “*A, *he 1 } 
Israel Goverrment takers the view thet it is under no obligation to ); ~ 


conform to Article VIII of the same agreement. There is, therefore, ,, 
no special effort being made to disguise Israel's activities in the ol 
Demilitarized Zone, 0) 
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Tel Aviv-Jaffa, Israel 
22 June 1956 


l. Colonel Qeyard of the EIMAC, Gaza, visited me today, In 
the discussion he mads the following points: ” 


2. Despite their verbal ayreement with Mr, Hammarskjold 
to permit cemarcation of the border line of the DMZ, the Israelis this 
week refused to permit Colonel Baytrd to stert such demarcation, 
claiming that Mr, Hammars« jold had misunderstood their agreement 
in princivle to be an agreement to execute, He is now negotiating 
with the Isreeli Representative, whom Bayard describes as e very 
aifficult, deceitful individusl,. ‘ 


b. Colonel Bayard describes the new kibbutz overlooking 
the Nitzena road at the road bend close to the 4gyptian Border 
within the DZ es being a veritable fortress manned by Nahal. He 
ses extensive minefields surround it within the DZ, 


ce A new kibbutz is being built at Bir Ein southeast 
of #] fuja into which the water line has been extended. Th‘s area 
is also heavily mined, 


ad. A new kibbutz is being built at the Nevivim turnoff 
on route 8h, 


e. A new kibbutz is being built in the extreme corner 
of Israel near the intersection of the DMZ line and the Gaza Strip 
at FR.081062, 


f. <A water pipe line has new been. extended from Nirim 
in a practically streight line overland to Revivim, thence to 
route 3h, thence to the new kibbutz above described, thence to 
Rir Ein. There sre signs that © branch of this pipeline is to be 
extended from route 8) southwestward toward Har Boqer,. 


& Colonel Bayard and his observers have noted large 
numbers of IDF troops and equipment in the Negev Area, There are. 
substertial numbers in the eres south of the DZ, 

=f 
2. Colonel Bayard further stated ws follows: 
a. The Mgyptian EIMAC Representative told him that under 


no ciremstances would the /Egyptians conduct fiirther Fedayeen 
operations in Israel. The, next time there was a serious Israeli 


| . ‘ breach 


Cr 
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From__Te] Aviv — 
| breach the tgyptian Army would move. 


be Colonel Baysrd said thet abont 6,900 Egyptien 
Netional Guardsmen in the Gaza Area ere receiving intensive 
training and are heing developed into ° fairly decent troops, 
Oly Palestinian Home Guards are in the area north of Gaza, 
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According Army Attaché Tel Aviv two new kibbutsim established 
El Auja DZ and Isreclis refusing permit WM marking 6f DL. Inquire Burns 
when new kibbutsim established and if UN Observers able visit settlements. 


Kao desire know whether Isreelis expected agree marking DL neer fuiure. 
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Action : Control: 1466 = S, 
NEA Rec'd; July 3, 1956 Doe 
bi FROM: Jerusalem . 4:09 Bolly pe 8 
nto . 2 Ss \ % 
ON 
RMR TO: Secretary of State 3 
NO . 2 
SS :& 2, July 3, 2 Delt. = 
G - FR E | 
SF ; o> 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 2; REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO @, DAMASCUS "R, = 
L YH AVIV 2. = s 4 
LO uw bal bad 
iS Re Department telegram 237. mae a ' 
TOP 0 
OUT In absence Burns in Amman and Cairo, have consulted Homme 
Vigier, and Bayard on Kibbutzim el Auja DZ and marking t 
OB Dis. 
USIA : 0) 
fg! No new Kibbutzim established in DZ. One new Kibbutz built ~“ 
OSD immediately north of DZ on Beersheba Road, two others in & 
ARMY ~ aunnine stage further north on road. Bayard thinks all ° 
NAVY threes military installations. June 40 UN observer reported 19 ¢] 
ATR partial erection three barrack-type buildings in tent camp KR 
at Birein tn DZ. Camp in existence since February, water > 
pi ipejine recently completed, tested once’ but not in use. 
his site probably part of projected Negev settlements re- ~N 
ported Congress telegram 421. Camp is strategically located, I 
strongly fortified with extensive mine fields. Though (N 
permanent Kibbutz not yet established, Hommel says prefab Oi 
buiidings-could go, up over night, and recent construction QO) 
may indicate inminence establishment Kibbutz. 
UN chservers do not have right ' ea Reg ben pipe or military 
sitions in DZ. They are confined to "main roads" in DZ, © 
have been fired at several times as sates not approach 
certain ereas. .Fowever, Hommel and Vigier say observers can 
see all they need from distance. 
Or marking DL, Israelis refuse permit UNTSO personnel do 2 
marking. They insist joint marking be done through agreement 
selves and Egyptians, or will allow Egyptians erect markers a 
their side DL. ‘According Hommei, Burns pointed out Israelis 
agreed to UN marking with UNSYG. Israelis replied many e), 
subjects discussed with SYG but not (repeat not) agreed on. @ 
‘When asked for copy verbatim report of SYG's negotiations, 
Israelis replied it "being edited" Bayard believes Israais 5 
desire Egyptians mark DL to impress refugees, Israelis holding 
that mark ing primarily designed stop infiltration. UN holds 
/ Y ' marking primaril 
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supsect: Jerusalem Post Summary of Border Incidents - saa °° ie 
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| : pes: 
| “4 , BE | 
. As indicated in referenced despatch, a recapitulation of alleged border = 
incidents during the preceding month has become a regular feature of the w 
Jerusalem Post. This summary for the month of June is enclosed as a matter oO - 
of interest. . “NE 
For the Ambassador: ~ es 
" ro) o" 
: wah ; Cs) 
MW Lhary Herdt— L Sk 
William L. Ham§lton, Jr. nN 
First Secretary of Embassy —_ 
mn 1 ¢ 
e Ol 
Ol 
0) 
uy 
py? 
Enclosure: ie ' = 
ic" ‘Clipping from Jerusalem Post, rs ; ” 
July 2, 1956. Ss 
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Lt. Golonel Ely, UNTSO Liaison Officer in Cairo, called on June 300 © 
discuss UNTSO matters. He said the situation along the Egyptian-Israeli border 
was quiet although there had been “a bit of mortaring" four days ago. He 
understood that the Egyptians hd filed a complaint to the effect that "the 
Israelis in Al Auja had directed mortar tire at an Egyptian patrol in the vici- 
nity df Sabna. The complaint had been investigated on the Egyptian side but 
he had not heard the result nor had he heard whether the Israelis had tileRa 
counter complaint. ‘ He was inclined to believe that they had not since he & - 
considered that otherwise he would have weard of ite In any case, -in the aljsence 
of a resolution of the Al Auja situation, it would appear unlikely that the 
would be a MAC meeting. 









wa penmien of qota 7 


In answer to the reporting officer's query, Ely said progress was be 
made in strengthening the observer system in the Gaza area. Colonel Bayard, 
the head of the E-I MAC, had been given a complement of 28 of which he proceeded 
to station 11 observers on the Israeli side (2 in Al Auja, 1 in Beersheeba, 
and 8 in observation posts - 4 on duty and 4 as reserve). He had not heard 
whether the observation posts on the Israeli side had been manned as yet. He 
volunteered that Bayard was somewhat disappointed as to the sites which the 
Israelis had picked for the posts on their side of the D/L. The posts on 
the Egyptian side had been picked freely by the observers in the spring of 
1955 and were spread gut from the northern end of the Gaza strip to the south. 
Colonel Bayard had hoped that the posts on the Israeli side could be staggered 
sO as to provide morg coverage along the D/L. The Israelis, however, had 
insisted that the posts on their side of the D/L be located either directly 
opposite or flanking the observation posts on the Egyptian side. Consequently, 
Byard felt that there would be little increase in observed area. 


| 
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Colonel Ely volunteered that when recently in Jerusalem he had talked at 

_ some, length with Colonel Hommel and Mr. Lucas (Assistant Political Adviser to 
General Burns) regarding the problem of Israeli construction in the region of 
Banat Yacob. Colonel Ely said he had pointed out that according to the 
Israeli-Syr an Armistice Agreement’ the Demarcation Line runs to the west of 
the Demilitarized Zone and that therefore under Article Five of the Israeli- 
Syrian Armistice Agreement not only no military forces (Art. 5 ay by ¢) but 
by implication no persons not originally ene in the ‘zone goul egally 3 


x iE 
Tel h | CONFIDENTIAL —i| 
: JUL 1 4 EPORTER } 
ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


The action office must return this permanent record copy to DC/R files with an endorsement of action taken 


- “61 


WILE TYLEINSCIANOO 


te 


Page 2 of ' Page 


___of 








Desp. No.__14 — | _ CONFIDENTIAL | Buel... Noi———.—— 
From Cairo : : (Classification) | a Desp., No. — +s 
From_ 7 2 





cross the D/L and enter the D/Z (Art+ 5e)+ He found that both Hommel and Lucas 

were quite surprised when he pointed this out to theme Lucas» in particular, 

he saids had been using an Israeli map which shows the Demargation Line as 

a along the international frontier on the eastern side of the Demilitarized 
“rere to Israeli maps available to this Embassy» the Israelis would 

eit to have assimilated the demilitarized zones along the Syrian border to the 

status of that of Al Auja where the D/L runs along the international frontiers 

However the US map of the Syrian demilitarized zones available to this Embassy - 

Serial Noe 11954 which was recently received from the Department - would seem 

to indicate that Colonel Ely's contention may be correcte) 


CBee 


Alexander Schnee 
Counselor of Embassy for Political Affairs 


FOR THE AMBASSADOR: 
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Info . & 
RMR 10: Secretary of State g 
$3 NO: 12, JULY 10, ii A.M. E | 
G o 
SP " ] 
(3 
L SENT DEPARTMENT 12,AMMA"I10,, BEIRUT 6, DAMASCUS 8, CAIRO 10, TEL AVI é 
TO | 
P HOMMEL YESTERDAY SUPPLIED FOLLOWING FILL-IN RECENT UNTSO MATTERS. 
vOP | 


OLT UNS'G ARRIVING JERUSALEM JULY 19, A42 APPOINTMENT FAWZI JULY 21. 
oop HE PLANS DISCUSS WITH BEN GURION LATTER THEORY "RECIPROCAL NON- 
"31a COMPLIANCE” GAA AND CEASE-FIRE, RETALIATION THREATS, ISRAELI 

JIA ACTIVITIES IN DE=MILITAR!ZED ZOrnES, AND RESTRICTIONS ON MOVEMENTS 
OSD_ UN OBSERVERS. BURNS HAS ASKED PERMISSION MAKE OFFICIAL DEMARCHE 
ARMY +o GO! STATING RETALIATION PROHIBITED BY CEASE-FIRE. SYG HAS 

ATR 'NSTRUCTED HIM-WAIT HJS ARRIVAL. 


VV¥S8°7L9 leq peom 


v, ~ 
BURNS HAS WRITTEN GOI REQUESTING THEM CEASE AND DEMOLISH FORTIFICANONS 
NORTHERN 2i-MILITARIZED ZONE. ON CONTRARY, ISRAELIS APPEAR TO BE * 
CRECTING MORE. O 


NUMBER BUILDINGS AT BIREIN IN EL AUJA DE=MILITARIZED ZONE IS NOW a 
6, NOT PRE-F ABS BUT MORE FeRMANENT TYPE. BOTH MEN AND WOMEN IN 

CAMP ,©THOUGH HOMMEL UNAWARE POPULATION FIGURE OR IF NUMBERS RECENTLY 
FNCREASED. MILITARY POSITION DETECTED 3 KILOMETERS FROM CAMP. 
SINCE RESTRICTIONS, BIREIN NO LONGER SUSCEPTIBLE UN OBSERVATLON. 

es: oO 


SSHOMMELGSTATES IT HIS PERSONAL OPINION RESTRICTING OBSERVERS @S 
=PRELIMINARY TO ISRAELI ACTION IN AREA, POSSIBLY MILITARY. 
Ww : 
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Action _— Control: S034 
Rec'd: July 14, 1956 
FROM: ‘Tel Aviv 10:05 9.0. 
Info 
RMR TO; Secretary of State 
ss NO; 38, July 13. 
G 
SP 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 38; REPEATED INBORMATION AMMAN 19, CAIRO 19, - 
L BEIRUI 20, DAMASCUS. 15. > 
TO : s 
"4 All papers bannered or prominently front-paged repert of killing -—— 
OP by wine in‘Gaza Wednesday of Col. Mustafa Fafez, whose name is 
UT household word in. Israel as Chief of Egyptian Fedayeen! 
OCB All papers apparently relied on same. unisgentified seurce to : 
USIA rvepcert tn terms similar to those used by HAARETZ that it is U) 
OTA Known on "good authority relatives of those refugees sent by N 
OSD Hatez,into Israel and killed have been threatening to teke a 
ARMY his life. It is known that Hafez had lately been going about is 
NAVY with heavy bodyguard. It is therefore not impossible that he Oo 
AIR wes assassinated by those refugees". * 
Reports of death were variously attributed to Ramallah end | ~ 
« Cairo Radio's and Gaza City correspondent of Agency France Hress. . 
Haf'ez last made Israel headlines on April 11, 1956, when sil 
Egyptian infiltrators, wounded during their capture by IDF, wl 
told captors tn Israeli hospital that they had been recruited ey 
and dispatched to Israel on sabotage mission by Hafez. Their e) 
/ interrogation was also local news reel feature. © 
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question as to the firmness of the suggestions. Nevertheless, F a 
informed us that he intends to discuss the matter with Hammerskjold when > 


he is in Cairo. In view of the fact that Fawzi has broached the proposals ~ 


to us, Hamerskjold may wish to have our reactions to theme ' 


ok 

The United States would welcome any exploratory talks with the partied! 

to the dispute such as Fawzi suggested as a first phase. In particular, iD 
would seem to us useful if the Egyptians and the kraelis were to indicate 

Dept only their general thinking on the terms of a possible ‘settlement. The mere tak, 


tsid 
Nett tees of discussions looking toward a settlement would seem to be all to the goog) 


atte With respect to Fawzi's proposal for a group to be composed of the ut 
US, USSR, India en make recommendations resolving the gap in the NX 
positions of the two sides, it is our belief that such a group would be t 
#%|: umrise. Experience to date has shown that a miti-laterad group of this §=— 
UG 


oak Mr: Spar eee y i is - Mre Wilcox | : 
“© = Mre Macirthur pr , 
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Classification 





kind has not proven to be suitable for this purpose. Moreover, it is our | 
belief that discussions among major powers on questions relating to the 
Palestine problem should take place within the framework of the Security 
Council which is presently seized of this problem. 

Hamerskjold will, of course, have our support in any effort that he 
may find it possible to make in bringing the two sides toward a settlement 


of their dispute. UNQUOTE 
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NEA PRIORITY 
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I0 es 0) 
R NO DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE DEPARTMENT? ~J 
. 
RE PALESTINE (DEPTEL 13) [ . 
) E 
CROSTHWA!TE (UK) INFORMED US UK DELEGATION HEARD TODAY FROM UK . 
EMBASSY WASHINGTON THAT WE INTENDED INFORM’ SYG HAMMARSKJOLD > 
THRU CORDIER OF EGYPTIAN DEMARCHE AND OUR REACTIONS. HE URGED 
IN INTEREST OF SECURITY THAT WE RECONSIDER USING THIS CHANNEL ™N 
TO SYGe WE !.ATER INFORMED CROSTHWAITE OF DEPARTMENT'S CONTINUING | 
DESIRE WE ACT IN ACCORDANCE REFTEL. ;CROSTHWAITE SAID HE WOULD @ 
HAVE TO PROTEST» ‘ on 
O) 
FAWZ! HADMADE IT CLEAR THEY WOULD REPUDIATE THEIR POSITION IN 
EVENT OF LEAK AND UK FELT THAT WHILE EGYPTIAN INITIATIVE MIGHT = 
NOT BE PRODUCTIVE 1T WAS IMPORTANT ENOUGH NOT TO JEOPARDIZE IT. @ 
SUGGEST DEPARTMENT CONSIDER INFORMING SYG VIA GENEVA. WE 
UNDERSTAND SYG 'LEAVES GENEVA 7 P.M. ON 18TH. 
ee 
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Israeli public opinion received with considerable satisfaction the news re) 

that Col. Mustafa HAFEZ, Commander of the Fedayeen in Gaza, and the Egyptian 
Military Attache in Amman, Lt. Col. Salah MUSTAFA, had become victims of postal pb 

bombs. The events have set off a wave of speculation and "interpretations," 
some of which are recapitulated herewith. 00 
py 
> 


Se ee 


' from Radio Ramallah, that Col. Hafez had been killed July 11 by a bomb’ Gaza. 
On July 15 the story was headlined that the Egyptian Military Attache in Amman, _, 
Lt. Col. Salah Mustafa, had been seriously wounded July 1; by a postal bomb. © 
All details of the two incidmts were accredited to Arab sources, and are thus oO 
presumably identical with versions current in other countries. 0) 


From the start the Israel press has tended to limit itself to one inter- 
pretation of the Hafez killing, namely that he was murdered by disgruntled 
Gaza Strip relatives of Palestinian youngsters whom he had impressed into 
Fedayeen activity. The fullest.version of this story (attached as an enclosure) 
was written on July 16 by Gideon WEIGERT, Arab expert of the JERUSALEM POST 
(Mapai). Weigert's account elaborates the alleged pressure methods by which 
Hafez recruited young Palestinians. They were tricked into criticism against wo 
Egyptian rule in Gaza, denounced, imprisoned, and after suitable "softening" in 
jail, tempted into espionage ani/or Fedayeen missions into Israel as a price of 
freedom. Resentment developed against this practice and became organized as 
early as February, 1956, in a protest by the Mukhtars of Rafah, Khan Yunis 
and Gaza. This resentment sharpened into grave disaffection as a result of . 
other raids "in the early spring" of 1956 after an increasing number of the 
raiders failed to return to Gaza, and Hafez was recalled to Cairo after he 
had received anonymous letters threatening his life. When things had calmed 
somewhat, he was returned to Gaza, "less than three months. ago." The 
Palestinians, however, had not forgotten him, and he was killed by them 
to redeem their pledge "Death to Mustafa Hafez." Basically, the same ex- 
planation for the killing appeared in HAARETZ, DAVAR, HERUT,;HABOKER, YEDIOTH. 

| _ SHADASHOTH, and YEDIOTH HAYOM. cH . 
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| There has been no explanation for the attempt on Lt. Col. Salah Mustafe;~ | 
although the local papers have freely reported the accounts of the Egyptian 
Information Service attributing both the assassination of Hafez and the bombing 
of Mustafa to the Israelis. The Old City (Jerusalem) AL JIHAD was quoted in the 
July 17 press that "A foreign brain, or rather a Jewish criminal brain, thought 
up the idea, for Jews are used to employing such means to get rid of their 
enemies." An ADIFFA (Old City) comment was also quoted to the effect that 
"Political circles in Amman tend to think that Israel may have had a hand in 
sending the explosives, while Radio Beirut said the explosive material was 
local Jordanian work." 


Not all Israelis subscribe to the JERUSALEM POST theory about Palestinian 
refugee guilt. 


Major Daniel ("Danny") GOV, the Israel Army spokesman, told the drafting 
officer he did not believe the death was attributable to the refugees. He ex- 
plained that an Egyptian arriving July 16 in Cyprus had said that it was generally 
accepted in the Gaza Strip that Hafez had been killed while experimenting with 
new explosive devices. He was inclined to believe this version. He'said there 
was "probably no substance" to ‘the Egyptian Information Service report that 
Hafez had been killed by a postal bomb, and noted that this detail had been 
"released" after a several day ‘silence, following the attempt on Lt. Col. Mustafa. 
He thought ascribing it to a postal banb had been an inspired afterthought » de- 
signed to facilitate ascription of both killings to one source, Israel.’ He did 
not advance any theories about the Mustafa affair. 

Eliav SIMON, Local U.P. representative, also told the drafting officer he 
now considered it likely that Hafez had been killed while testing some of his 
own explosives. However, a day previously he had said that the two attacks 
probably were connected with the present intense struggle for power going on 
inside Jordan. He explained that the coming few months were critical for 
Jordan in the sense that the present government. must restore firm control 
within a short period, or face complete subversion, loss of power and probably 
division of the country. He hinted the two banbings may have been Iraqi inspired. | 
When asked to comment on Arab reports the Jews had been responsible he laughed, 
said it was not true, and that spreading this report was a natural but serious 
blunder for the Arabs to have committed. This report would have two very bad 
effects among the Arabs, first in that it would stimulate admiration for Jewish 
technical genius necessary to "kill by mail" and secondly because it would spread 
an unreasoning fear of Israelis among Arabs which would damage morale. 


Still another theory, this time blaming the Moslem Brotherhood » was advanced 
to an Embassy officer by Moshe BEJARANO, of a wealthy General Zionist Tel Aviv 
industrialist family. Mr. Bejarano thought the attacks were designed to undermine 
Nasser's prestige whom the Moslem Brotherhood "hated more than they hate the 
Israelis." He belittled the suggestion of Israeli execution, since such action 
could not accomplish anything. "Why kill two low ranking men? They can be 

| replaced by hundreds of others, and no lasting advantage would be achieved." 
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Some of the most interesting comments were made to an Embassy officer, | 
“ir. Koczak, by mr. Francis OFwER, Israei stringer for the Christian Science 
Monitor. Mr. Ofner, a number of months ago, had remarked to lr. Koczak that 
Israel's best conceivable weapon against bellicose Arab leaders, particularily 
those responsibie for hostire actions against Israel, wouid be to assassinate 
them. On duty 17 ir. Koczak met Mr. Ofner, and reninding him of this earlier 
opinion, inquired whether he thought the Israelis were conforming to this 
advice and had been responsibie for the two bombings. Mr. Ofner, taken some- 
what aback, repiied that he did not know whether the Israelis were responsibie, 
but that he did not think so. He said that he sti1tt thought, however, that 
such assassinations wouid be the best answer to Fedayeen activity. ‘hey were 
preferable to retaliation as a policy for two reasons: (1) If aimed at persons 
responsibie for i‘edayeen murders they would have an effective deterrent value 
and (2) They were morally preferable to retaliation, since they would ony hit 
at guifty persons whereas retaliations usually kitled innocent persons. How- 
ever, such a poticy wouid be "terribly risky" for Israe1 to adopt, since "no 
Israel Leaders thereafter would be safe." (N.B. This point on reciprocal 
dangers to GOI teaders of such a policy was also emphasized by Teddy KOLLECK, 
Director Generai of the Prime Minister's Office, in a conversation with the 
inbassy Counselor - Cf. Embte1 42, July 15, 1956. ‘This identity of comment 
may derive from a known close connection with Ben Gurion's office on the part 
of Ofner.) 


Several Israelis have remarked to Imbassy personnel they believe it 
likely that the GUI carried out the bombings, but this pdSsibirity is discounted 
by individuals who are habitually in contact with foreign diplomats and there- 
fore at pains to express views not derogatory to Israel. 


It may be of interest to note that Mr, Peter wESILAKE, British Charge 
d'Affaires in Tel Aviv, considers that the Israelis carried out the bombings. 
He toid the drafting officer that he thought they had pLanned and worked on 
the action since "1ast April," as recompense for their not having retatiated 
adequately against the Aprii 7-12 Fedayeen raids. He added that under the 
circumstances it was probably the most effective reaction they couid adopt 
against Fedayeen tactics, since broad retaliation was now becoming dangerous. 


COMMENT 


‘It is a tempting hypothesis to view the twin actions as the work of the 
GOI, possibly as retaliation against current kittings in Israei and as a , 
reaction to recat reports that Jordan is now buiiding up a Fedayeen apparatus. 
There is, however, not any evidence whatever avaiitabie in Israel that this is 
the case, and such statements as are heard to that effect are | Sean 
no more than speculation. 


noes Wi. For the Ambassador: 
As hated — 


Department send ‘copies to Amman, Wi viten 4.’ Hanktien, dr 
Beirut, Baghdad, Cairo, First’ Secretary of Embagsy 
Damascus (without enclosure). a 


- & ' 





Encl. No. 1 
Desp. No. 39 
rom Tel Aviv 


Redeems GazaRefugees Pledge 


By GIDEON WEIGERT 

of this year, a number of Palestine 
from the Gaza Strip town’ of Gaza, 
and Rafah appealed to the Egyptian mili- 
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Strip to “put an en 


to the prac- 


that the Egyptian Army Com. 
mand, fearful for the life of 
Major Hafez, had recalled him 
to Cairo. At the same. time, 
some 7,000 Palestine Arab re-| 
fugees from the Gaza Strip; 
were detained and transferred 
to the notorious desert camp, 
Liman Tora, near Cairo, 

In spite of the Egyptian 
authorities’ severity. discon- 
tent in the Gaza Strip increas- 
ed and eventually bubbled 
over into public discussion in 
Gaza cafes. 

To counteract this move- 
ment, the ns fem stepped 
up the recru! pag to young 
local Palestinians into regular 
army units insteac of using 
them as irregular fedayeen. 
When Col. Abdul Nasser vi- 
sited Gaza in April, he in- 

the first unit of the 
newly created “Palestine Ar- 
my,” which, he declared, 
would soon be brought up to 
battalion strength. Matters 
seemed to calm down, and 
Mustafa Hafez, who 
had been died down pro- 
moted: to the rank of Lt.-Co- 
lonel, came back to the police 
fortress overlooking Gaza artd 
nearby Nahal Oz. ' 


Resentment Smoulders | 

Yet Palestinian resentment | 
still smouldered beneath the 
surface. Whenever Egyptian 
scouts or fedayeen were 
caught or sentenced to heavy 
prison terms in Israel, it im- 
mediately became known in 
Gaza through Kol Yisrael's | 
Arabic transmissi 


fugee: 
had redeemed their 
“Death to Mustafa 


of | 
afez. 
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BRiTiSH EMBASSY HAS TOLD US THAT IN COURSE CONVERSAT |ON ~ 
NiGH7T FAWZ1 TOLD BRITiSH AMBASSADOR THAT HE HAD AGREED WITH 
HAMMARSKJOLD TO LEAVE TIMING AND METHOD OF FIRST STAGE UP TO 
LATTER, FAWZ!| SAID HE HOPED HAMMARSKJOLD WOULD BEGIN SOON 
RATHER THAN WAITING FOR CONDITIONS ALONG THE BORDERS TO IMPROVE, 
AFTER ALL !F FIRST STAGE REALLY GOT UNDERWAY IMPROVEMENT 
BORDEF CONDITIONS MiGHT LOGICALLY ENSUE, 
FAWZ! TOLD TREVELY AN EGYPTIAN GOVT BELIEVED PROGRESS THIS 
MATTER WAS DESIRABLE OF ITSELF; MOREOVER PROGRESS SHOULD ALSO 
HELP IMPROVE RELATIONS BETWEEN EGYPT AND WEST, BUT IMPROVEMENT: 
RELATIONS WOULD BE DIFF iCULT UNLESS THERE WAS AT, LEAST MINIMUM OF 
~ 
be 


9S992-L/VvE'*+rL9 


a MUTUAL COOPERATION, TREVELYAN INTERPRETS CAVEAT AS REFERENCE ~ 
TO POSS!BLE IMPLICATIONS WESTERN W!THDRAWAL FROM F INANCING 
HIGH DAM, ; 


FAWZ! SAID HAMMARSKJOLD HAD AGREED NOT TO REPORT ON HIS D1SCUS NS 
3 TO UN. SQ THAT IF LEAKS SHOULD TAKE PLACE EGYPT WOULD BE ABLE 
TO DENY ANY CONVERSATIONS HAD TAKEN PLACE, e 


Pe 
; } FAWZ| TOLD TREVELYAN NO PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE ON AL AUJA, 

EGYPTIANS HELD TO THEIR DEMAND FOR MUTUAL WITHDRAWAL WHERE 
AS ISRAEL IS INSISTED ON LINKING THEIR WITHDRAWAL FROM D/ZS 


Copy No(s) 


 ) |TQ SUEZ CANAL QUESTION WHICH GOE VIEW NOT ONLY UNRELATED 4 

5 IMPLEMENTATION ON ARTICLES SEVEN AND EIGHT BUT EXTRANEOUS ¥@ . 

@. gGAA AS WHOLE, FAWZ! NOTED SOME PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE ON §© 
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TODAY AND THIS EVENING BARBOUR AND | HAVE HAD PRIVATE 
SEPARATE AND LENGTHY TALKS WITH EDEN AND MACMILLAN. 
THESE WILL BE RECOUNTED IN GREATER DETAIL IN OTHER 
MESSAGES BUT | WANT TO SEGREGATE ONE URGENT NOTE BOTH ; 
MEN STRUCK WHICH THEY REQUESTED BE COMMUNICATED IN 
UTTER SECRECY TO YOU AND THE PRESIDENT. THEY SAID 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO DRIVE NASSER OUT OF 
EGYPT.* THE DECISION THEY DECLARED IS FIRM. THEY 
EXPRESSED SIMPLE CONVICTION MILITARY ACTION IS NECE- 
SSARY AND INEVITABLE. JIN SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS EACH 
SAID IN SUBSTANCE THEY ARDENTLY HOPED US WOULD BE WITH 
THEM IN THIS DETERMINATION, BUT IF WE COULD NOT ‘THEY | 
WOULD UNDERSTAND AND OUR FRIENDSHIP WOULD BE UNIMPAIRED. 
IF WE WERE WITH THEM FROM BEGINNLNG CHANCES OF WORLD 
WAR ||! WOULD BE FAR LESS THAN IF WE DELAYED. THEY 
SEEM CONVINCED USSR WILL NOT INTERVENE BUT THEY ASSERT 
THAT RISK MUST BE TAKEN. MACMILLAN REPEATED OVER AND 
OVER IN LANGUAGE SIMILAR TO THAT EMPLOYED BY EDEN THAT 
GOVERNMENT HAD TAKEN THE DECISION AND THAT PARLIAMENT 
AND BRITISH PEOPLE ARE WITH THEM. THEY BOTH REPEATED 
‘ WISH ‘THAT THE PRESIDENT CLEARLY UNDERSTAND DECISION 


Pee: aa ee 


LE 
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IS FIRM AND HAS BEEN ARRIVED AT CALMLY WITHOUT EMOTION. 
THEY SEE NO ALTERNATIVE. MACMILLAN IN REFERRING TO 
OUR CLOSE WARTIME ASSOCIATION IN FRENCH NORTH AFRICA 
EMPHAS!ZED SEVERAL TIMES HIS BELIEF THAT AS A FORMER 

¢ ADVISER AND MEMBER OF PRESIDENT'S WARTIME STAFF HE 


/ 


off 


Yio 


‘Senne 
, REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
PERMANENT ___ TOP SECRET COPY, IF CLASSIFIED, IS 

RECORD COPY « This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notatiBsOwBWE@ion takene 


TOP SECRET 


-~2- 550, JULY 31, 2 A.M., FROM LONDON 


FELT HE COULD ASSURE THE PRESIDENT THAT BRITAIN HAD 

NO INTENTION OF SUBMITTING TO NASSER'S DICTATION, 

THAT BRITISH STAKE IN ME IS VITAL, THAT A DEMONSTRATION 
OF FORCE PROVIDED ONLY SOLUTION. MACMILLAN DES- 

CRIBED SOME OF THE MILITARY PLANNING WHICH CONTEMPLATES 
HE SAID THE LANDING OF THREE BRITISH DIVISIONS IN EGYPT 
IN AN OPERATION WHICH WOULD TAKE SIX WEEKS TO MOUNT. 
THE BRITISH ESTIMATE OF IMPORTANCE OF ‘EGYPTIAN 
RESISTANCE IS LOW. MACMILLAN TALKED ABOUT COSTS. 

HE SAID THIS OPERATION WOULD COST FOUR TO FIVE HUNDRED 
MILLION POUNDS WHICH THEY COULDN'T AFFORD BUT THEY 
WOULD PAY. ALL BRITISH SHIPPING WOULD BE ALLOCATED 

TO IT EXCEPT THE TWO QUEENS. 


DURING THESE CONVERSATIONS | ADVANCED | BELIEVE ALL 

OF THE CONSIDERATIONS WHICH YOU AND THE. PRESIDENT AS 
WELL AS THE UNDER SECRETARY HAVE RAISED. EDEN, MACMILLAN 
j AND LLOYD SHOWED THROUGHOUT UNEXPECTED CALM AND NO 
}HYSTERIA. THEY ACT AS THOUGH THEY REALLY HAVE TAKEN 

A DECISION AFTER PROFOUND REFLECTION. THEY ARE FLEX- 
IBLE “ON PROCEDURES LEADING UP TO SHOWDOWN BUT INSIST 
OVER AND OVER AGAIN THAT WHATEVER CONFERENCES, ARRANGE— 
MENTS, PUBLIC POSTURES AND MANEUVERS MIGHT BE ‘NECE- 
SSARY, AT THE END THEY ARE DETERMINED TO USE FORCE. 
THEY HOPE WE WILL BE WITH THEM AND BELIEVE FRENCH ARE 
WITH THEM. 


MACMILLAN INDULGED IN MUCH GRAPHIC DISSERTATION ON 
BRITISH PAST.HISTORY AND STRESSED THAT IF THEY HAD TO 

GO DOWN NOW THE GOVERNMENT AND HE BELIEVED BRITISH — 
PEOPLE WOULD RATHER DO SO ON THIS ISSUE AND BECOME - 
PERHAPS ANOTHER NETHERLANDS. TO DO ANOTHER MUNICH LEAD- 
ING TO PROGRESSIVE DETERIORATION OF ME POSITION AND 

IN END THE INEVITABLE DISASTER IS HE SAID SOMETHING 

HE EDEN.AND HIS*COLLEAGUES IN GOVERNMENT ARE SIMPLY 

NOT PREPARED TO DOs AT DINNER MACMILLAN AND FIELD 
MARSHAL ALEXANDER (HAROLD CACCIA ONLY OTHER PERSON ee. 
PRESENT ) URGED REPEATEDLY THAT PRESIDENT AS THEIR FORMER 
CAN C (RPT C tN C) FULLY APPRECIATE FINALITY OF BRITISH 
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TOP SECRET 
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DECISION. MACMILLAN SEVERAL TIMES EXPRESSED WISH HE 
COULD EXPLAIN ALL‘ THIS ORALLY TO PRESIDENT. 
) APOLOGIZE FOR LENGTH OF THIS MESSAGE. BUT | AM PERSUADED 
THAT FLAVOR OF THESE CALM AND VERY SERIOUS STATEMENTS 
SHOULD BE CONVEYED URGENTLY AS THEY REQUEST TO THE 
PRES IDENT. 
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| As indicated in referenced despatch, a recapitulation of alleged border + | 

incidents during the preceding month has become a regular feature of the O°. 
JERUSALEM POST. This summary for the month of: July is enclosed as a matter a 
of interest. . hh ri 
e eo } 
For the Ambassador: O © 

Whom >: 

6 re 
. William L. Hamilton, Jr. (0) 
First Secretary of Embassy ae | 

» Fo ¢ 


sins | 
ees amen 


\) ae from JERUSALEM POST, 
August 1, 1956. 
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IS THIS AN ARMISTICE? 


(Incidents repprted in The Jerusalem Post during the month of July). 


SUNDAY, July 1.—Infiltrators 
steal all removable parts of 
P.W.D, steamroller parked 12 
kilometres north of JHilat. 
Blow roller up... Infiltrators 
from Gaza Strip try to steal 
irrigation pipes from Kib- 
butz Kissufim... Flock of 
sheep from Egypt enters Is- 
rael territory near’ Kibbutz 
Magen, Gaza Strip. Returns 
after guards fire a few shots. 
TUESDAY, July 3. — Egyptians 
fire upon Iernel patrol north of 


Kiss: 

WEDNESDAY, July 4.—Cow 
and calf stolen from Moshav 
Brosh, northern Negev... 
Twenty 3”-irrigation pipes 
—s from Kibbutz Kissu- 


THURSDAY, July 5. — Infiltra- 
tors steal 450 metres of alumin- 
fum irrigation pipes; also vari- 
ous small items from Kibbuts 
Yad Mordechai, near Ashkelon... 
Infiltrators steat goat from Mo- 
shav Beit Hagedi, Western Ne- 
gev... Rifle and machinegun fire 
from Gaza Strip op tractorist 
working in flelds west of Kib- 
buts M’falsim. 

FRIDAY, July 6.—Four goats 
valued at IL350 stolen from 
Moshav Bitha; another of 
equal value stolen from Mo- 
shav- Beit Hagedi... Jordan 
infiltrator enters Israel] ter- 
ritory near Kfar Sa’im north 
of Umm el F'ahm; opens fire 
on Mata’ei Haooma Co. guard, 
killing donkey. 

SUNDAY, July 8. — Jordanians 
epen machinegun and rifle fire 
at Israel patrol moving inside 
Israel territory near Kastel, Je- 
rusalem Corridor... L-year = 


Infiltrators from Jordan steal 
sheep from Abu Rukel’ik tribe... 
Two calves valued at 111,200 
stolen from Moshay Maslul, 
Western Negev... Infiltrators try 
to steal mule from Pattish settle- 
ment... Fire opened on members 
of Kibbutz M’falsim working 200 
from Egyptian position 
ry oni. 

MONDAY, July 9.—Egypti 
post in Gaza Strip opens fi 
on Israel pogition in vicini 
of Kibbutz Nirim. 
TUESDAY, July 10. — Two 
vilian employees of the Isr: 
Mining Corporation killed in 
ambush five kilometres north of 
Hatzeva (Ein Husub) on Sdom- 
Eilat Read, Place of attack well 
inside Israel territory, 


Han visitors to Kibbutz Ramat 
Rahel, south of -Jerusalem.., 
Driver of border police vehicle 
shot in leg while travelling along 
Wadi Ara i. Israel Army 
patrol car passes over mine on 
to Moshavy Taanakhim, 
kilometres southwest of 


in Magen area. " 
SUNDAY, July 15.—Arie Gro- 
bak of Rehovot murdered in 


the presence of his girl friend 


g of infiltrators on 


by a 

the Yahuda-Wilhelma road. . 
Eight armed Egyptians pe- 
netrate into Israe 


Strip area. 


MONDAY, July 16. — Worker 
hand- 


TUESDAY, 


opened on workers 














territory 
in Kissufim sector, engage Is- 
rael patrol in exchange of fire, 
and then withdraw into Gaza 


July 17.—Fire 
at M’vas- 
Kas- 


Hgyptian posts open fire on 
Israelis... Near issufim, 
Egyptian post shoots at Israel 
position on three occasions... 
Infiltrators from Gaza Strip 
steal 120 metres of pipe 
valued at IL480 from Kibbutz 
M'falsim. 

WEDNESDAY, July 18. — Thirty 
metres of pipe stolen from Kib- 
butz Zikim.., Infiltrators from 
Jordan steal 20 animals valued 
at 112,100 from momber ef el 
Finish beduin tribe. 

SUNDAY, J 22.—Fire 
opened, on four Tiberias boats 
from considerable distance 
inland, Fishermen state five 
Syrian soldiers seen crossing 
border into Israel near outlet 
of Jordan River at northeast- 


‘ern end of Lake.. Infiltrat- 
ors seen in vicinity of Moshav 
Amtziya well, Lakhish area... 


Infiltrators from Lebanon fire 
at Moshay Ya'ara, near Ha- 
nita. 
MONDAY, July 28. — Jordanian 
Legionnaires open fire on group 
of workers at M’vaseret Yeru- 
shalayim, near Kastel... Fire 
opened on group of labourers 
on Mount Kastel... Israel police 
car, on way to rescue workers 
nailed down by Jordan fire, nar- 
rowly escapes exploding con- 
cealed mine. 
TUESDAY, July 24—Twelve 
sleeping boys miraculously 
escape injury when pair of 
infiltrators hurl hand-grenade 
into children’s house at Kib- 
butz Maale Hahamisha, Jeru- 
salem Corridor. Grenade ex- 
plodes: in Baiwey, fragments 
= walls, floor, ceiling; 
dow panes blown out... 
Rifle and automatic fire open- 
ed from Syrian territory on 
group of men working north 
of Lake Hula... Infiltrators 
from -Gaza Strip steal 120 
metres of irrigation pipe and 
ten — from Kibbutz 
Ein Hashlosha, Western Ne- 
gev. 
WEDNESDAY, July 25. — Two 
U.N. Observers injured on step- 
Dbing on an old anti-personnel 
mine while investigating entry 
of Jordanian soldiers into house 
fn Israel sone on Mount Scopus. 
Member\of Jordan delegation to 
MAC also hurt.., Rifle fire open- 
ed from Egyptian position on 
Kibbutz Kerem Avshalom, near 
southern end of Gaza Strip... 
Two infiltraters spotted in same 


THURSDAY, July 26.—U.N. 
Observer team travelling 
throu, Jordan territory to 
examine alleged Jordan 
casualties of fire exchan 
fired on by villagers; U.N. 
Observer seriously injured ... 
Israel patrol comes under fire 
from ‘Jordan ition... An- 
other attack directed at U.N. 
team... U.N. vehicle damag- 
ed, passengers unhurt... 
Automatic opened from 
tian positions at Israe 
patrol moving north of Kis- 
‘pufim... Later, another pat- 
rol shot at in same area.. 
Egyptian positions open firs 
= patrol in vicinity of Kibbut: 


from £; an . 
Syrian fire directed at -mem 
bers of Kibbutz On, on south 
east shore of. Kinnere' 
FRIDAY, July 27. — Jordanian 
Israel aircraft. flyin 
territery in VU. 





ting it and forcing it down... In- 
filtrators wound Druse watchman 
at Kibbuts Zikim, mear Gaza 
Strip. 

SUNDAY, July 29—United 
Nations radio officer killed by 
explosion of.anti-vehicle mine 
laid Egyptians on 

used only by the U.N. within 
Israel territory néar Nir-Oz... 
Two men wounded when car 
strikes mine... Anti-tank 


tor (Nitzana), south of Ktziot, 
undamaged after being at- 
tacked with a hand-grenade 
and automatic fire... Jor- 





Two watchmen of Kibbutz 


{ 
' 


Shelah slightly wounded in 
three-minute exchange of 
fire with Egyptian infiltrat- 
ors... Fire opened on weap- 
ons carrier escorting convoy 
nea! on workmen empl 

by - Nelson Glueck near 
Sde Boker... tian posi- 
tions open fire on rem Av- 
shalom... Jordan marauders 
remove stone marking the 
border in vicinity of M'vaseret 
Yerushalayim... Concealed 
hand grenade found under 
barrel by workers of same 
settlement: had not - been 
there day before 

MONDAY, July 36. — Fifteen 
alumisium irrigation pipes stolen 
by infiltrators from Kibbutz Zi- 
kim Golds, north of Gaza Strip. 
TUESDAY, July 31—Fire 
opened from Egyptian posi- 
tions on Kerem Avshalom, 
near Gaza Strip... Egyptian 
position opens fire with auto- 
matic weapons at Israel post 
in same area. 
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ons 
AFTER HAVING DELIVERED PRESIDNET'S REPLY TO, BULGANIN?S 

LETTER JUNE 6 TO BULGANIN, I TOLD BULGANIN THAT I HAD ANOTHER NJ 
COMMUNICATION RECEIVED CNLY THIS MORNING FAfoM THE PRESIDENT. an 
| THEN GAVE HIM LETTER (DEPTEL 141) WHICH WAS TRANSLATED %: . 
INTO RUSSIAN. BULGANIN LISTENED VERY ATTENTIVELY AND SAID 

THAT HE APPRECIATED VERY MUCH THE PRESIDENT WRITING HIM ON | 
THIS SUBJECT. 1 THEN SAID, AS INDICATED IN THE LETTER, 

|-HAD A NUMBER OF OTHER COMMENTS’ TC MAKE ON THE SUBJECT. “ee 


THE’ DEEP CONCERN WITH WHICH HE AND TRE J.S. GOVERNMENT 

VIEW THE SITUATION CREATED IN REGARD TO THE SUEZ CANAL 

BY THE ACTION OF THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT$ THAT THE U.S. 

j/HAD STRONGLY SUPPORTED THE PRINCIPLE THAT THIS SITUATION "4, \ 

| SHOULD BE SETTLED BY NEGOTIATION AND ON A BASIS THAT WOULD J 

/ BE FAIR AND EQUITABLE TO ALL CONCERNED'S THAT AT THE LONDON 

CONF EREN§ we AS MIGHT. BE EXPECTED, OTHER AND MORE DIRECT L | W 

MEASURES} OF DELING WITH THIS SITUATION HAD BEEN CONS IDERED H \ 
(\/ BUT IN UARGE MEASURE Die TO UeSe Pe TREE THESE MORE DIRECT 


SAID 1 THOUGHT THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER IN ITSELF SHOWED we 
=<)\ 


COURSES OF ACTION HAD NOT BEEN ADOPTED AND THAT THE THREE 
WESTERN POWERS HAD AGREED ON AN ATTEMPT TO SETTLE THIS 

QUESTION FAIRLY THROUGH PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIGN, AND TO THIS 
END HAD PROPOSED A CONFERENCE TO WHICH HIS GOVERNMENT HAD ' 
RECEIVED AN INVITATION LAST WEEK. i SAID THAT THE U.Se, 


9 , | REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 
PERMANENT eee | COPY, IF CLASSIFIED, IS 


RECORD mae e This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notatPBQHyt Eetion takene 


—s m 


SECRET 
~2- 302, AUGUST 7, 4 PM FROM MOSCOW 


HAVING MADE EVERY EFFORT, AND SUCCESSFULLY, TO OBTAIN 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE PRINCIPLE OF PEACEFL. SOLUTION THIS 

PROBLEM FELT THAT 1T WAS OF THE MOST YETI IMPORTANCE THAT THE 
PROPOSAL FOR PeACEFUL SOLUTION SHOULD “OT FAIL AND, EN 
PARTICULAR, SHOULD NOT BE ROVECTED BY THe EGYPTAIN GOVERNMENT. 
IN SUCH AN EVENT THE SITUATION CREATZIZ BY THE EGYPTIAN ACTION 
WOULD REVERT TO A MOST DANGEROUS STAGE AND THAT MORE 

DIRECT MEASURES WHICH HAD BEEN CONSIDERED AND RESECTED BY 
LONDON CONFERENCE MIGHT WELL BECOME INEVITABLE . 


[ ADDED THAT AS A PERSONAL OPINION, BUT CONE BASED ON 
INFORMATION { HAD RECEPVeD, THAT i7 WOULD mas EXTREMELY 
DIFFICULT FOR THE U.S. TO ARGUE IN FAVCR OF SCLUTION BY 
NEGOTIATION IF THIS, PROPOSAL MET wiTH ™O SATISFACTORY RESPONSE. 


I ADDED THAT HAVING HEARD MANY TIMES SitwCl I HAD BEEN HERE 
STATEMENTS FROM SOVIET LEADERS THAT ALi INTERNAT LONAL 
DISPUTES AND DIFFERENCES SHOULD. BE SETTLcO} BY NEGOTIATION, 
WE HAD EVERY RIGHT TQ EXPECT SUPPORT OF, THE SOVIET UNION FOR 
THE PRINCIPLE WHICH HAD BEEN ADOPTED it: REGARD TO THE SUEZ 
CANAL BY THE THREE WESTERN POWERS 3°.> CKPRESSED THE HOPE 
THAT SOVIET INFLUENCE WOULD BE USED 1D THAT END WITH OTHER 
COUNTRIES. 


BULGANIN LISTENED VERY CAREFULLY TO“) STATEMENT AND 

SAID THAT IN GENERAL THE POSITION OF TRE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 

HAD BEEN SET FORTH IN KHRUSHCHD ¥!3 SPIETH AT THE LENIN 

STADEUM, THAT THEY HAD NOT YET REACHED 4 Fist DECISION AS 

TO THE REPLY TO THE BRITISH INVITATION, SUT HE EXPECTED THE 
REPLY TO BE GIVEN EITHER TODAY OR TOMORROs.’. HE SAID, HOWEVER, 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN GIVING CAREFWIL CONSIDERATION TO 

THE MATTER AND HE WOULD LIKE FIRST OF ALL TO SAY THAT THERE 
SEEMED TO BE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AMD THE SOVIET UNION 

A COMMON POSITION. IN THAT BOTH FELT THIS MATTER must Jae SETTLED 
BY PEACEFUL. MEANS. AS .TO THE CONFERENCE ITSELF, AFTER 

REPEATJNG THAT NO FINAL DECISION KAD BEEY MADE, HE SAID NEVER~ 
THELE THAT, THEY HAD DOUBTS 1) AS TO THE AIM OF THE CONFERENCE 
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AND 2) AS TO COMPOSITION. iN REGARD TO THE AIM OF THE CONF= 
ERENCE HE MENTIONED THAT HE HAD ALREADY SEEN THE PROPOSED 
RESOLUTION WHICH THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR HAD GIVEN THAT MORNING 
TO SHEPILOV, AND FROM THIS IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE PURPOSE 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITY WAS TO UNDO THE ACT OF 
NATIONALIZATION OF THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT, THAT THE VIEW 

OF SQVIET GOVERNMENT ON THIS POINT HAD BEEN CLEARLY STATED 

BY KHRUSHCHEV AND THEY FELT THAT EGYPT WAS ENTIRELY WITHIN 
HER RIGHTS IN SO DOING AND THAT ANY ATTEMPT TO UNDO THIS 
LEGITIMATE ACT WOULD IN EFFECT BE INTERFERENCE IN EGYPT'S 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS« AS A RESULT, HE SAID, THE PURPOSE OF THE 
CONFERENCE HAD AROUSED "DOUBTS" AND EVEN INVOKED A "NEGATIVE" 
REACTION FROM SOVIET GOVERNMENT. 


HE FELT THAT THE COMPOSITION OF THE CONFERENCE WAS 
"“TENDENTIOUS", A WORD WHICH HE WAS NOT USING IDLY, SINCE HE 
FELT THAT THE LIST HAD BEEN CAREFULLY. DRAWN UP IN ‘ORDER 

TO INCLUDE NATIONS FAVORABLE TO WESTERN POWERS. FOR EXAMPLE, 
HE SAID, EVEN THE CRITERIA FOR PARTICIPANTS HAD NOT -BEEN 
OBSERVED SINCE NEITHER AUSTRIA NOR OTHER SUCCESSOR STATES 

OF AUSTRIA=HUNGARY WHO WAS ORIGINAL SIGNATORIES, FOR EXAMPLE 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, HUNGARY, YUGOSLAVIA WERE NOT INVITED. AS 

TO OTHER CRITERION OF . INTEREST IN NAVIGATION WHY, FOR EXAMPLE, 
HAD ETHIOPIA BEEN INCLUDED WHILE POLAND AND THE ARAB COUNTRIES, 
TO SAY NOTHING OF CHINA, WHO HAD GREAT INTEREST IN NAVIGATION 
SUEZ CANAL,’ HAD NOT BEEN INCLUDED. ANOTHER QUESTION THAT HAD 
ARISEN WAS WHY HAD LONDON AND NOT CAIRO BEEN SELECTED. 

HE CONCLUDED BY REPEATING THAT SOVIET GOVERNMENT FULLY 

SHARED VIEWS U.S. GOVERNMENT AS TO-NECESSITY PEACEFUL SOLUTION 
BUT FELT THAT ACTUAL CONFERENCE PROPOSED RAISED DOUBTS HE 

HAD REFERRED TO. 





WITH REFERENCE TO HIS COMMENTS ON NATIONALIZATION, WHICH 

OF COURSE FOLLOW STANDARD SOVIET LINE, 1 TOLD HIM [| THOUGHT © 
1F HE READ CAREFULLY DECLARATION OF THe THREE POWERS HE WOULD 
SEE NAT: ONAL! ZATION WAS NOT CHIEF ISSUE, BUT RATHER sdiactlabae R 
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INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS? SUCH. AS THE CONVENTION oF 1888, 
COULD’ BE VIOLATED WITH IMPUNITY ONE COUNTRY UNDER THE 
PRETEXT OF NATIONALIZATION AND THAT NAVIGATION SUEZ CANAL, 
WHICH WAS INTERNATIONAL QUESTION COULD NOT BE LEFT To THE 
UNILATERAL CONTROL AND ARBITRARY WILL OF ANY ONE COUNTRY. 
| THEN SAID I DID NOT BELIEVE THAT SOVIET GOVERNMENT SUPPORTED 
PRINCIPLE OF UNILATERAL ABROGATION INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS , 
WHICH WE HAD ALREADY SEEN IN PRE-V/AR PERIOD WHEN HITLER'S 

ACTION PRODUCED DANGEROUS ANARCHY IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. 
BULGANIN, AT MY REFERENCE TO HITLER, FIRST AND ONLY TIME DURING 
CONVERSATION SHOWED SIGNS OF IRRITATLON AND SAID THAT COMPARISON 
BETWEEN "LEGITIMATE” ACTION OF .NASSER AND CGYPTIAN GOVERMENT 
COULD NOT BE COMPARED TO HITLER AND HE FELT THIS COMPARISON 

WAS INAPPROPRIATE AND COULD NCT ACCEPT IT. | REPLIED THAT 17 

WAS HE AND NOT | WHO MENTIONED EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT AND 

NASSER, | WAS MERELY CITING FACT OF HISTORY AND A PRINCIPLE 
WHICH U.S. STRONGLY SUFPORTS. BULGANIN THEM REPEATED THAT 

SOVIET GOVERNMENT SUPPORTED PRINCIPLE OF PEACEFUL SCLUTION 

THIS MATTER THROUGH NEGOTIATION: BUT IN ANY ATTEMPT TO UNDO 
LEGITIMATE ACTION EGYPTIAN GOVERNMEMT, WHICH HE FELT FROPOSAL 
FOR INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITY WAS DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE, WOULD 
BE INTERFERENCE IN EGYPT'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS WHICK SOVIET 
UNION COULD*.NOT SUPPORT. 


| THEN SAID TO BULGANIN THAT | WISHDD TO GET THE ATTITUDE 

OF HIS GOVERNMENT AS CLEARLY 45 POSSIBLE SO 1 COULD RERORT 
ACCURATELY TO THE PRESIDENT. WAS I CORRECT IN INTERPRETING 
HIS STATEMENT THAT ANY INTERNATIGNAL ACTION IN REGARD TO - 
THE SUEZ CANAL WOULD CONSTITUTE INTERFERENCE IN EGYPTIAN 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS, TO WHICH HE INITIALLY SAID YES THAT WAS 
THE; SOVIET POSITION.! | THEN SAID FROM THAT IT WOULD APPEAR | 
THAT SOVIET GOVERNMENT WAS TAKING FOSITION THAT NAVIGATION 
SUEZ CANAL WAS SOLELY MATTER FOR EGYPT TO DECIDE, THAT OTHER 
COUNTRIES HAD. NO RIGHTS IN THIS CONNECTION AND THAT ENTIRE 
MATTER, THEREFORE, WAS NOT ONE FOR ANY FORM OF [NTERNATIONAL 
ACTION OR DISCUSSION. I SAID I WISHED TCG BE ENTIRELY CLEAR 
ON THAT POINT BECAUSE I7 WAS CARDINAL TO THE WHOLE SUBJECT. 
BULGANIN (WHO IS NOT AS FAST ON HIS FEET AS MOLOTOV) SAW THE 
AWKWARDNESS OF THIS POSITION AND BACKED AWAY FROM HIS ORIGINAL 
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STATEMENT, SAYING THT OTHER COUNTRIES HAD AN INTEREST, 
INCLUDING THE SOVIET UNION, IN THE FREE NAVIGATION THROUGH 
THE CANAL AND THAT, THEREFORE, THAT ASPECT WAS LEGITIMATELY 
A SUBJECT FOR NEGOTIATION; AND EVEN SAID THAT HE "DID NOT 
SEE WHY UN WAS BEING BYPASSED IN THIS MATTER." | ASKED HIM 
UNDER WHAT ARTICLE OF THE CHARTER AND TO WHAT BCDY HE 

FELT A QUESTION OF THIS KIND COULD BE SUBMITTED, TO WHICH 

HE HAD NO CLEAR REPLY. I POINTED OUT TO HIM THAT IN 195} 
SECURITY COUNCIL (DEPTEL 145) VISHINSKY HAD TAKEN LINE 

THAT MATTERS OF SUEZ CANAL WERE NO CONCERN OF UN BUT’ ONLY 
FOR SIGNATORIES 1888 CONVENTION. BULGANIN MERELY SAID ME WAS 
NOT FAMILIAR WITH THIS STATEMENT “FORMER COMRADE VISHINSKY." 


AT LEAST FIVE TIMES | EMPHASIZED 1rO HFM THE SERIOUSNESS 

OF THE SITUATION WHICH WOULD BE CREATED IF THE ATTEMPT AT 
PEACEFUL SOLUTION WHICH THE U.S. HAD BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN 
HAVING ACCEPTED WAS REBUFFED BY EGYPT OR OTHER INTERESTED 
POWERS, AND LEFT HJM _IN NO DOUBT, WITHOUT STATING EXPLICITLY, 
AS TO WHAT UeS.~ POSITION | MIGHT. WELL BE_ is, HAT EVENT. BULGANIN 
AT ONE POINT CRITICIZED BRITAIN AND FRANCE FOR USE OF THREATS, 
PRESSURES AND MILITARY MEASURES SUCH AS MCVZMENT OF SHIPS, 
WHICH HE SAID HARDLY CREATES ATMOSPHERE r Ci PEACEFUL SOLUTION. 
| TOLD HIM THAT THE OFFICIAL POSITION OF BRITISH AND FRENCH 
WAS THAT SET FORTH IN THE PROPOSAL FOR A CONFERENCE AND THE 
MEASURES HE COMPLAINED ABOUT WERE MERELY ELEMENTARY 
PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES IN FACE OF A VERY DANGEROUS SITUATION 
BROUGHT ON BY ACTION EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT, AND THAT ONLY WAY 

_ TO MAKE SURE MORE SERIOUS DEVELOPMENTS DID NOT OCCUR IN 
REGARD TO THIS QUESTION WOULD BE TO SUPPORT PRINCIPLE OF 
PEACEFUL INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATION PROPOSED BY THREE POWERS. 





IN CONCLUSION, BULGANIN REPEATED HIS APPRECIATION PRESIDENT'S 
LETTER WHICH WOULD BE GIVEN "MOST SERIOUS CONS!DERATION" 
BY SOVIET GOVERNMENT. 

, f 
COMMENT: ALTHOUGH AS CAN BE SEEN CONVERSATION WITH BULGANIN ° 
WAS NOT SATISFACTORY, AND HE STUCK TO SOVIET LINE SUPPORTING 
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EGYPT IN NATIONALIZATION ACTION AND RESISTANCE TO ANY 


INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITY OVER CANAL, IT !S NOT POSSIBLE FROM 
CONVERSATION ALONE TO JUDGE EFFECT OF PRESIDENT'S LETTERS 


AND MY COMMENTS SOVIET POSITION. | DID, HOWEVER, HAVE IMPRES~ 
SION THAT SOVIET GOVERNMENT ALONG GENERAL LINES HAS REACHED 
ITS DECISION CONCERNING REPLY TO CONFERENCE INVITATION 


WHICH, AS ANTICIPATED (EMBTEL 272), WILL PROBABLY SUPFORT 
PRINCIPLE OF NEGOTIATION BUT REJEST TERMS Ci REFERENCE, 
COMPOSTION AND PROBABLY DATE AND PLACE OF CONFERENCE. BULGANIN'S 
_ REFERENCE TO iT MAY HAVE BEEN FORTUITOUS, ON THE OTHER 

HAND MAY BE INDICATION LINE SOVIET COUNTERPROPOSAL . 

WHATEVER EFFECT TODAY'S DISCUSSION MAY HAVE ON SOVIET 

‘POSITION IT HAS CERTAINEY LEFT THEM NO DOUBT AS TO” 

SERIOUSNESS WITH ‘xiHICH US WOULD VIEW COMPLETE REJECTION 

BY EGYPT OR SOVIET GOVERNMENT CONFERENCL. 


“SINCE | HAD NO INFORMATION AS TO Hidw APSO LUTO TERMS GF 
REFERENCE AND MEMBERSHIP WERE .| DID NOY ATTEMPT TO DI SCUSS 
THESE ASPECTS WITH BULGANIN. 

, Bona 
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The Effect of Economic Sanctions on Egypt 





I Froblem 
If economic sanctions were to be invoked against Egypt, wt 


forms could they take and what impact might they have on the Egyptian 
economy? 


II Assumptions 


4&. The economic sanctions would not be accompanied by military 
action against Egypt. ~* 

B. The sanctions would be directed against the Egyptian economy 
as a whole and not attempt to affect adversely only the economic pol- 
icies of the Egyptian Government. 

C. The sanctions would be invoked primarily by NATO countries. 
Other countries firmly committed tp the West, such as some members of 
the British Commonwealth of some countries of Latin America, might 
also invoke sanctions against Egypt. 


D. The objective of invoking economic sanctions would be to 
force Egypt to accept international control of the Suez Canal. 


III Kinds of economic sanctions which might be invoked against Egypt 
4. Trade 
1. Embargo exports to and imports from Egypt. 


2. Compete withEgyptian products in third markets, if 
necessary on a subsidised basis. : 


B. Finance 

1. em Egyptian assets in foreign countries. 

2. Suspend the U.K.-Egyptian sterling agreement of 1955. 
C. Shipping | 


1. Refuse to allow Egyptian vessels to bunker in ports of 
countries invoking sanctions. 


2. Refuse to allow vessels of countries invoking sanctions 
to carry goods to or from Egypt. 


D. Technical and Development Assistance 


1. Terminate all governmental technical and developmental 
assistance operations in Egypt by withdrawing personnel and funds. 


2. Withdraw foreign personnel from various positions in 
the Egyptian economy, including the Canal. 
j ! 


s of © S : : 5 
A. Trade i 
1. Background, The Egyptian economy is dependent to a 
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considerable extent, on foreign trade. Exports in 1955 totaled 

EL 138.4 million,®/of which raw cotton represented 78 percent of the 
total. bout 85 percent of Egypt's dollar earnings came from cotton 
in that year. Other exports were rice (5 percent), cotton yarn(3 per 
cent), and vegetables (2.5 percent). 


Imports in 1955 totaled EL 182.9 million, of which machinery, 
other than electrical, represented 12 percent of the total; petroleum 
9 percent; iron and steel 9 percent; electrical machinery 6 percent; 
wood and wood products 5.5 percent; automobiles and parts 5 percent; 
chemicals and medicinals 5 percent; and febtilizers 5 percent. 


Egypt is a net importer from Western Europe and North America 
while it is a net exporter in its trade with the Soviet Bloc. The tik 
of Egypt's trace is with Western Europe, with 30 percent of Egypt's 
exports going to Eutopean NATO countries in 1955 and 46 percent of 
Egypt's imports coming from these countries. The Soviet Bloc took 
21 percent of Egypt's exports in 1955 and supplied 7 percent of Egypt's 
amports. The U. S. and Canada took 7 peroent of Egypt's exports and 
supplied 12 percent of its imports, 


During the cotton marketing year ending July 31, 1956, | 
40 percent of Egypt's raw cotton exports went to the Soviet Bloc, | 
a sizeable incréase over previous years. Thirty percent went to | 
NATO countries. 


The large. bulk of | Egypt's imports of machinery of various 
types, automobiles and parts, iron and steel products, chemicals, and 
fertilisers comes from NATO countries. Petroleum products are imported 
largely from Saudi Arabia and the U. S. Wood and wood products come 
largely from Scandinavia and Czechoslovakia. The latter is also 
somewhat important as a source of cotton textiles for Egypt. Except 
for these products from Czechoslovakia, Egyptian trade statistics do 
not show the Soviet Bloc as a major supplier of any particular item 
in the Egyptian market. 


2. Possible action against Egyptian cotton There are sev- 
eral possibilities whereby the U. S. alone or together with other NATO 
countries could take action against Egyptian cotton. It does not seem 
probable, however, that action with regard to cotton could be effective 
in the short term without adversely affecting friendly cotton producing 
countries. | 


The possibilities are: } ge 


a. The U. S. with its carryover of 14.7 million bales of 
cotton could sell the bulk of these stocks on the world market at a 
price that would depress the price of Egyptian cotton. However, this 
would also reduce the price of Mexican, Brasilian, Peruvian, Turkish 
and Pakistan cotton. Even if the U. S. were to sell 50,000 bales of 
long staple cotton which it holds in competition withEgyptian cotton, 
such action might adversely affect Peru and the Sudan. 


b. The U. S. and other NATO countries could refuse to buy 
Egyptian cotton. This would cost Egypt the bulk of its convertible 
currency earnings, However, Egypt's dependence on NATO countries as 


! a market 





a/ There are 2.87 U. S. dollars per 1 Egyptian pound 
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a market for its cotton is declining while its exports to the Bloc are 
increasing. Furthermore, this action would cause some hardship to 
textile industries in Western Europe, particularly the U. K. and France, 
which use considerable quantities of Egyptian long staple cotton, until 
Egypt's competitors in this kind of cotton - the Sudan, Peru, and the 
U. S. - could increase their production. This would take at least two 
years, 


ce The U. S. could develop its P.L. 480 programs on cotton 
with a view to replacing in third country markets the shorter staples of 
Egyptian cotton which compete with much of our output. This would 
involve commitments from countries receiving P.L. 480 cotton that U. S. 
cotton would, in fact, be used to replace Egyptian rather than other 
~countries' cottons. Time is required to develop and negotiate P.L. 480 
agreements. Furthermore, such commitments are very difficult to obtain 
and to enforce, unless the countries involved in the P.L. 480 agreements 
were cooperating with the U. S. in economic sanctions against Egypt. z 


3. Emba ° rt E 


Egypt is dependent upon NATO countries for a wide variety of 
manufactured products, particularly machinery of all types, automobiles, 
replacement parts, iron and steel, chemicals and fertilizers. If NATO 
countries were to embargo shipments of such items to Egypt, the latter 
would in time be forced to seek alternative sources. 


It is possible that a country like Japan, unless it cooperated 
in the economic sanctions against Egypt, could provide a large part of 
the manufactured products referred to above. The Soviet Bloc might also 
be a source of supply for such items. Re-exports by countries such as — 
Lebanon or Spain of embargoed items shipped from'Western Europe might 
provide some items unless export controls by the embargoing countries 
were rigidly enforced. \ 


Such an embargo might well create hardships for European 
manufacturing industries. Although Egypt doeg not loom large in the 
overall market for European industries it nevertheless represents a 
traditional market particularly for the United Kingdom and France. 
Machinery and aquipment in mamfacturing industries, in electric . 
power plants, and in the railroad system, for example, are of British, 
French, Belgian, Swiss and Swedish origin. . 


B. Finance 


Financial measures against Egypt, which have already been taken 
in part by the H.K., the U. S. and France, might be the most effective 
of the various kinds of economic sanctions. 


1. E ian assets in forei trie Egypt's 
foreign assets in May 1956 were reported to be EL 221 million. Freesing 
Egypt's foreign assets would prevent banks in countries invoking sanc- 
tions from paying out funds on orders from Egypt or by Egyptian nationals 
or by Egyptian companies. It would prevent the export to Egypt of gold 


or silver coin or bullion, currency, or securities. 


Such action would make it impossible for Egypt to buy goods 
from or to sell goods to countries taking such action except on a 
direct barter basis. The latter assumes, of course, that trade sanc- 
tions would not also be invoked. ' 


-If Egypt's assets abroad were frozen, it would have to 


consider 
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consider using its gold and foreign exchange holdings, reported to 

total EL 174 million and Eb 420 million, respectively, in February, 
1956, to pay for needed imports, and to develop barter transactions 
using cotton primarily to pay for such imports. 


The gold and’ foreign exchange holdings in the aggregate rep- 
resent about three times the level of imports in 1955, but these assets 
particularly the gold, could not be drawn down substantially without 
affecting the stability of the Egyptian economy. On the other hand 
Egypt might be able to develop barter transactions to a greater extent 
than presently employed to secure needed imports. 


2. Suspension of the U.K.- Ster. of 1 


This agreement, which the British have already suspended, provides for 
the annual release through 1963 of Egypt's sterling balances totaling 
about EL 100 million held by the United Kingdom. This amount repre- 
sents about 45 percent of Egypt's total foreign assets. 


Egypt has used these balances in the past, and had counted on 
using them in the future, to pay for part of its imports not covered by 
exports. The alternatives available to Egypt described above would 
obtain as a result of this action as well. 






: : : VAR at 
One type of econenic canton against Egyrt pould involve a refusal tc 
allow Etyptian vessels to bunker in the pots of countries invoking the 
sanctions. The objective of this action would be to make it difficult 
for Egyptian vessels to sail to certain areas. 


This action cannot be expected to have much effect on Egypt 
in itself. The Egyptian merchant marine consists of only 25 vessels 
(with a gross tonnage of 1,000 and over) having a total gross tonnage / 
of 115,000. The bulk of Egypt's foreign trade is carried by non- 
Egyptian flag vessels. 






io carry goods to and from Egypt 0; greater possible significance 
than a sanction against bunkering Egyptian-flag vessels would be a 
refusal by governments 'of countries invoking sanctions to permit ves- 
sels registered in their country to carry goods to and from Egypt. 


Vessels registered in NATO countries total 10,000 with a 
total gross tonnage of 67.3 million. These are the vessels handling 
the bulk of Egypt's foreign trade. 


This type of sanction could be effective only if all NATO 
countries were to cooperate in its application. Ewen them, Japanese, 
Liberian, Panamanian, Spanish, Swedish, or Soviet Bloc flag vessels, 
with an agregate tonnage of 14 million gross tons,cemld replace NATO 
shipping in Egyptian foreign trade. 


D. Tech vel 
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Point Four assistance is being provided Egypt in a wide 
number of fields. Approximately $10 million remains in unliquidated 
J 


funds . 
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funds for Egyptian technical assistance. A development assistance 
progrem is currently in effect with approximately $26 million currently 


unligui e The development assistance program is -in-operating op- 
erating Such fields as the. railroads, highways, canals and irakenttcns 


These operations could be terminated by the U. S. by with- 
drawing personnel and funds. By itself this action would probably 
have little effect on the Egyptian economy other than to postpone 
improvements in various phases of the economy and in the standard of 
living of the Egyptian people. 


2. Withdraw foreign personnel from various positions in the 

e including the NATO countries could direct 
their nationals now engaged in various parts of the Egyptian economy 
to return home. This direction could presumably be enforced through 
passport controls. 


Foreign nationab hold many important positions in private 
business and in technical jobs. Pilots in the Suez Canal are largely 
of foreign nationality. Trained Egyptians are not now presently 
available to take the place of foreign nationals who might leave, but 
in time this problem could presumably be overcome by the Egyptians 
possibly with help from the Soviet Bloc. 


To offset the difficulties to the economy which might result 
from the wholesale departure of foreign nationals, the Egyptian 
Govermment might prevent them from leaving. There is a precedent 
for this kind of action in the case of foreign nationals employed 
by the Sues Canal Company. 


V. Conclusions, 


Economic sanctions against Egypt could not be expected to be 
effective within any relatively short period of time, up to 6 months, 
without adversely affecting the economies of countries friendly to the 
United yates. 


Even in the long term the extent to which economic sancti ons 
against Egypt might actually be effective is limited to a few types 
of action, and their effectiveness is based upon the assumption that 
NATO countries would take joint action in invoking and énforcing. 
economic sanctions against Egypt. 


On this assumption there are two basic actions which might be 
most effective in the long run: 


1. An embargo on the importation of Egyptian cotton by \ 
NATO countries. ‘The achievement of this point could be helped by 

the use of P.L. 480 agreemnts with NATO countries to replace 

Egyptian aes 


2. The continued blocking of Egyptian foreign assets, 
particularly sterling held by the United Kingdom. 
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SUBJECT: Second Captured Fedayeen Member Sentenced to Death 2 s = 3 
Cane) Segttett Spree BS 
. The Israel press announced on August 7 the sentencing to de ie | 2 
by a military tribunal, of Abdul Razek Mustafa Abu AARAFA, member of 
a Fedayeen group. Aarefa entered Israel from the Gaza Strip on 4 
April 9, and was captured in the early hours of April 10 in an un- K 
specified location near the Gaza Strip line. His trial lasted two | 


- (Cf. reftel). He had been captured in January, 1956, and probably 


, doubtless designed to frighten Egyptian Fedayeen then engaged in the 


days. He pleaded guilty to several counts which included belonging 
to the Fedayeen, entering Isreel illegally, and engaging in combat 
with an Israel army patrol on Israel soil. His Israel defense equnsel 
asked clemency in the absence of proof that he had wounded any : 
Israelis, and due to his having already suffered severely in bei 
wounded at capture. In” throwing himself upon the mercy of the c 
the prisoner expressed regret for his actiong ‘and gratitude that 
life had been spared at capture. He also protested that he had 
told in Gaza by his recruiter, the late Colonel HAFEZ, that ther 
no death penalty in Israel. - 








e 
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a 


He was sentenced to death by hanging, the sentence subject to 
confirmation by the IDF Chief of Staff. An ultimate right of clemency 
is of course vested in the Israel president. 


The first death sentence for a Fedayi occurred on April 9, 1956 
was engaved in nothing more than espionage. He was tried in February 


or March, 1956, and apperently had been found guilty at that time, 
although newspaper accounts were vague and the general impression 


8/V¥8°PL9 


gained was that the court had recessed to arrive at a verdict. On “t 


April 9 it was announced that the court hed passed the death sentence 
the} announcement of the sentence at that particular juncture was 


996 


largest of all their operations against Israel. 


Commenting editorially on the "tragedy of Abu Aarafa," the 
August 8 JERUSALEM POS! said that the Fedayeen could not "claim the 


‘protectign normally afforded to reguler soldiers under the Geneva 
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| I | 
Convention engased in the battle with an enemy. They cane in the 

guise of peasants and did not choose military targets, human or 
otherwise. Their objective was men, women and children going 
about their peaceful lives." ‘he editrial ecknowledged the 
disquiet felt by many Israelis ct the sentence, since the death 
penalty for murder had been abolished in Israel tor sone years, but 
claimed the death penalty was. the only suitable deterrent to 
Fedayeen recruitment. , 


Neither death sentence has yet been confirned by the Chief of 
Steff. Several Hebrew pepers pointed out that execution of the , 
sentences would be difficult, since "there is no hangman in Israel." 


{ Kor the Ambassador: 


W Lean Har Lh 
iam L. Hamflton, 


will Jr. 
First Secretary of Embassy 


Depertment pass copies to Amman, Beirut, 
Cairo, Baghdad, Damascus, Jerusalem. 
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YuDiOTH AYO. for At&icust 10 carries a report on the condi 
of 78 Esyptian orisoners of war now in Israel custody. The paper 
stated thet Israeli journalists had been ellowed to interview the 
prisoners recently. - 

Tne article stetes thet the nrisoners are in sood heelth and 
lead a well-ordered if somewhat boring existence. They are treated 
strictly according to the provisions of the Geneva-Convention, end 
the reporter savs that "even the most obstreverous of the prisdmers 
do not deny this." The officer in cherre.of the E¢yptiens is . 
Captein Mechmoud LUTATEF, pilot of the Egyptian jet plane shot iiwn 
near Sde Boker on April 12. The paper quoted Captain Lutaief a 
saying “It appears to us that we have been deserted end thet 
is interesting himself in our rete. ‘The last visit of a repre 
tive of the Internstional Red. Cross occurred a lonzs time ago, even 
betore the release of the Syrian prisoners. Since that time we have, 
also not been visited by any representatives of UnTSO. Our only e 
connection with home is in the form of packases and letters which 
we receive throush UNTSO."” Otherwise the Ceptain had no complaints. 
Lt. Samir AZA™ complained, however, that the food was insufficient 
and that the cuisine was "Polish". He also said that a short while \ 
ago the meet issued them had not been ood. In this connection the 0) 
journalist emphasizes that the food given to the Esyptian prisoners 4 
is the same as is issued to the Israeli Army. The difference in — 
fuisine, however, had led to’ many complaints on the part of the N 
Egyptian vrisoners. Specifically, they objected to the prominence Ol 
of fish on the menv, and it appeers that e few weeks ago the rumor 0) 
wes circulated in the camp that the prisoners were beins given 
"donkey meat", , 










Lt. Ibrahim ISSA, described as officer of a mortar unit —, 

“captured in the Nitvana battle, was-alleced to have.used the wo, I 

"scandalous", wnen he was told that the Esyptian authorities bea wo 

displayed indifference over the status of the Egyptian prison rs ” 
and persistently had refused to exchanze them for the three IgraGli 

: aarer in the hends of the, Eryptians. a | 
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| A fourth officer, Artillery Lt. Abdel Monam ASDALLA, also | 

- taxen at Nitaana, is in a tuberculosis hospital in Israel. His 
tuberculosis is described as acute. Apparently the Lieutenant 
first blamed his illness upon his Israeli detention, but the 
reporter asserts that this claim was belied by the sub sequent 
receipt from Cairo of medicines from his family and records of 
earlier treatment carried out by Egyptian physicians. 


In order somewhat to relieve the boredom, Isreeli prison 
authorities have permitted the men to meke certain purchases 
e€acn month to the emount of four Isracli pounds per soldier and 
five Isreeli pounds per officer, as well as with extra money 
which they receive fram home. The camp commandant is elso en- 
deevorin= to obtain a pmell special allotment to permit establish. 
ment of cookins focitiptes so that the prisoners can prepare 
ticir own oriental dishes. One radio wes evailsble for a time 
but it appears thet this is now out of order. The prisoners are 
allowed to read the spat Arab newsoaper EL YOM, and it is 
related that they are igreatly amused at its format and quality. 
The prison Adwinistration has aldo-set uw a special fund to 
purchase books for the prisoners, and it is said tWey receive 
from Esypt a number oi books including "detective novels and 
propaganda brochures concerning the successes of the Nasser 


resime." 

For the Ambassador: 

‘ 

W. ” 
° : William L. Hamilton, Jr. 
Firgt Secretary of Embassy 

t 
: , | 
.Department send copies to nan, Beirut, 


{ Damascus, Cairo, Jidda, Bashdad. . 
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ha SENT DEPARTMENT 43; REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 31, CAIRO 18, oO € 

TO TEL AVIV 28. : \ " 

aoe UNTSO reports receipt Egyptian complaints of two Israeli attdbs ~ S| 

UOP in Gaza strip last night, with total nine Egyptian dead. Fim§t g— 

OLI complaint alleges Israeli patrol crossed DL 21301. Eir El {| 


Balah, 
OCR Second 


CIA Israel has requested emergency meating Jordan MAC on Eilat road <2 
ambush of bus and two jeeps morning August 17 (complaint re- .' 13 
from Tel Aviv). UN investigation continuing this GQ) 


AIR morning. 


_Hammarskjold's statement on Sde Boker and Eilat road incidents 
released locally this morning. 
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attacked io position, three Egyptian military dead. 
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complaint a 


possible Security Council action. 


eges Egyptian medical car ambushed 23530 
on main road north of Rafah, six passengers killed. 
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Action ; Control: 12860 6 { - 
Rec'd: August 21, 195 4 | 
NEA FROM: Tel Aviv SyvOl. Bem. = o 
Info ..S & 
RMR TO: Secretary of State + &,’ 
38 NO: 172, August 20, 4 p.m. . * 
G >, 
SP : : ™ & 
C Although GOI maintained silence on Egyptian charges Israel © x 
EUR responsible for 2 Gaza incidents of August 16 in whicn 9 ; ee 
L Egyptians killed and IDF disclaims any knowledge there is tacit jy 
To assumption in. leading newspapers actions constituted an Israell 7 
USUN retaliation. . , rey} 
- Press rejects Hammarskjold's condemnation two Gaza incidents “ 
0 August 16 and attacks his accompanying comment. which, denied 
nt that retaliation is "necessary act of permissible self-defense". 
All papers point out Israel's past restraint in observing = 
ocp  Hammarskjold's ‘cease-fire and conclude GOI responsibility re) 
i 37q Gefend security its citizens means "self defense" has to be o 
CTA resorted to as counter to repeated Arab violations. JERUSALEM 
OSp POST (Mapai) says effect his formulation is "that nation which 
ARMy takes steps to create conditions which will make unprovoked 
Navy @cts of violence unprohitable is equally guilty with initiator , 
AIR Of original crime". This is failure "to Gall spade a spade" 
and such assumptions paralize UN's capacitiy solve Middle East 
roblems. Same line taken YEDIOTH HAYON (Indepencent) HABOKER 
{General Zionist) and LAMER CHAV (Achdutavoda). Latter also 
proceeds to attack inadequacy of protection offered by present 
convoy system south of Beersheba. HERUT characterizes reta- 
liation as inadequate demands "Palestinian territory" be "freed 
from Arab murder gangs". 
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) Transmitted is the text of a UNTSO press release giving the result of the . 
UN Military Observer's investigation of the two incidents that occurred in the 
Gaza Strip on August 16 and 17. The issuance of such a press: release is an 
unusual step by UNTSO, but according to Graham LUCAS, acting press officer, 
General BURNS was incensed over the incidents, which appeared to be retaliation 
by the Israelis, and knowing that the Egyptian complaint would never come to a 
Meeting by the Israeli-Egyptian MAC, he ordered the release. The following 
day, because of unofficial Israeli criticism of the release, another was issued 


by UNTSO on the Eilat Road bus incident of August 16. 


\ os ® 


9SIZ-S/VVE* PLO 


The U.N. Secretary General's statement on these incidents, released in 
New York and Jerusalem August 17, states that the Gaza incidents, along with 
the Eilat Road and Sde Boker incidents, will be presented to the Security Council. 


‘ a" ‘* Ta oe 
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American ‘Consul 
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Copy of Text of UNTSO (UNCLASSIFIED) 
Press Release, August 17, 1956 . ri 
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COPY HEADQUARTERS 


TRUCHZ SUPERVISION ORGANIZATION 
Jerusalem, 17, August 1956 


Two serious incidents occurred on the 16th and 17th August 1956 near 
_ the Demarcation Line in the Gaza area in Egyptian-controlled territory. 


s 

The first incident took place on-16 August about 1830Z near Wadi Gaza. 
There was an exchange of fire between Egyptian and Israeli patrols at 
approximately MR 0957 0944 in Egyptian-controlled territory, As a result 
three: Egyptian soldiers were killed. United Nations Military|Observers 
found the three bodies near the scene of the incident together with ammunition 
magazines, hand grenades and other explosives which were scattered over the 
nearby area. Tracks led from the scene of the incident to within one hundred 
metres of the Demarcation Line at MR 0963 0940 in Egyptian-controlled 
territory. 


The second incident occurred before midnight on 16-17 August when an 
Egyptian jeep was fired upon at MR 0835 0762 on the Rafah road in Egyptian- 
controlled territory. All six occupants of the jeep were killed. United 
Nations Military Observers found extensive bloodstains at the scene of the 
incident. The six bodies which had been removed to a hospital, bore multiple 
gunshot wounds. Incoming and outgoing tracks of approximately six men led 
from the scene of the incident to the Demarcation Line at approximately 
MR 0853 0739, 

The above findings have been reported to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, 
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oe SEN? DEPARTMENT 179, REPEALED LNFORMAWLON CAIRO 56, AMMAN 53, © =F 
ENP —s- SERUSALEM UNNUMBERED. ss 5 
- Ts:°3l press and public accept. two Gaze incidents August 16 as Nw 
UGP TDF reprisal for Negev bus ambush and recent mine laying Ol 
OLi around Sde Boker. GOI, however, abstains from any comment. 0). 


Veteran Isvacli journalist told Embassy officer Foreign 


war Ministry and Ministry Defense refused give him any information. 
USTA Embassy officer broached matter to Tekoah of Foreign Ministry 
nen pointing out press tendency to call actions retaliatory anc 
SDs questioning if this true why GOL remained silent. , Tekoah 
opi feslined to discuss question saying "press more vociferous on 
iol this than GOI wishes to be". { 
Uarkavi IDF intelligence chief making only official admission X 
known to Embassy reportedly advised British Military Attache oO . 
actions constituted reprisals not (repeat not) for bus massacrd) 
but rather for minelaying. 
Comment : Embassy surmised retuliation against Sde Boker 
minings. Great GOI sensitivity can be assumed in reference 
any Arab tampertng in, neigaborhood Gen-Gurion's Sde Boker 
residence where he freaquently weekends. 
-~ : 
= ~ LAWSON 
=z 
<% CE / 6 - 
26 in ; ; 
a 3 { , “ . | 
nz ] Cy 
4 , | ©/ / 
= rs ' B 
=e 
| anal 
a 
e 
: SL 
UNLESS "UNCLASS]®[ED” 
PERMANENT | REPRODUCTION. FROBL- 


SONFIDEN? THIS 
RECORD COPY « This copy must 1p es with notati@i? of ACAUH e 


INCOMING TELEGRAM '- Department of State 


~ 





OFFICIAL USE ONLY 





-H er 
nein Control: ral o 1956 
m Rec'd: ugus . 
NEA~ FROM: Jerusalem 10:46 a.m. Oo 
_Info ' ~ 
TO: Secretary of State - 
NO; 49, August 24, Noon 60) 
ss . i 
G > 
SP PRIORITY ii 


WAH Qa 
(e) 

Svc -S 

| ox ponse=: . 


EUR SENT DEPARTMENT 49, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 38, CAIRO 21, 
~L TEL AVIV 45. 


USUN UNTSO notified by chairman Egyptian MAC that fire fight _— 
Israeli and Egyptian patrols in Wadi Gaza area involving auto- 


9Si 


UOP matic weapons and mortars began 0830 zone time today. Chairman 
OLI trying arrange cease-fire. 
OCB Israel condenned by Jordan MAC August 22 on tank near DL (CONTEL ss 
USIA 45 and 47). o 
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TO: Secretary of State a 
RMR . Ke | 
sg NO: 52, August 27, Noon a: | 
ine 
se =F 
Gg um Bp 
PRIORITY. oe 
a ; Lo 
TO SENT DEPARTMENT 52 REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 39, CAIRO 22, J 
usun lL AVIV 36. , oy 
P ra Ns 
UOP Re CONTEL 49. rs 
ait UNTSO seurces report quiet on Gaza DL since Friday morning, 
Enough last week marked by general shift from relative quiet 
OCB to series of minor incidents involving exchanges of fire and 
USTA "provecetive patrols" UN military observer was under fire = 
CIA Friday but not hit. : = 
OSD Uj 
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Action ‘ Control: 19333 
> a Rec'd: August 31, 1956 
pare FROM: Tel Aviv 9:13 a.m. 
nto 
10: Secretary of State 
= NO: 202, August 31, 1 p.m. ' 
SP 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 202; REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 55, BEIRUT 61, 
EUR CAIRO 59, DAMASCUS ho. 
LO Foreign Ministry and IDF FLO report 2 soldiers killed 3 wounded, 


USUN 1 critically, when patrol car hit 3 mines north of Ketsiot 


= in Nitzana area (MR 096034) at 1330 hours Thursday. 0) 
N 
OLI According to early press reports unofficial investigation reveal- fA 
ed that 10 Egyptians took part in laying mines in Israel territorye 
OCB about 5 kilometers from Egyptian border in Nitzana-Rafia road". (64) 
USIA Reports added many vehicles passed over same spot early in day : 
aan indicating mines planted shortly before incident. > 
~ 
ARMY It believed 3 anti-vehicular mines detonated simultaneously by CO 
pg device of placing board over them which then covered with sand. ‘1 
5 W 
Israelis claim tracks of 3, men wearing rubber-soled shoes found — 
near spot and tracks of others 300 meters away some of whom had ol 
worn arthy boots and others crepe soles. Tracks led towards 0) 
Egyptian border. : 
Foreign Ministry reported UNTSO and Israel MAC members began 20 
investigation at dawn today. . w 
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NEA ! Rec'd: September 8, 1956 ¢ 4 

FROM: Tel Aviv 7:02 a.m. 0 

Info be 
RMR 10: Secretary of State a 
sg NO: «204, August 31 | oo 
G | . > A vet 
SP Oe | 
C : —& 
kuR PRIORITY a? | 
¥ OF j 


To RAR SBARARTMENT 204 REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 56, BEIRUT 62,* 


UOP PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIRFORCE. 


OLI Both IDF and’ Foreign win etey ere disclaiming knowledge reported 
.Israel patrol actions Gaza Strip and Nitzana area. last night 
OCB (being reported Consulate General Jerusalem). 


CIA It appears probable that. actions were IDF reprisal for latest 
OSD Egyptian minelaying incident reported EMBTEL 202. Coupee with 
IDF response mining incident August 16 agen 163, 165 and 179), 
pattern appears to be that GOI had decided for time being to cope 
with a peso minelayi rogram by response to specific incidents 
ug 


Pp 
thro mnediate unpubiicined reprisals without awaiting UNTSO 
findings. . 
LAWSON 
TT: PVB/1 Ir 
Note: Passed Army, Navy and Air 9-8-56 11:40 a.m. RMW. 5 
Message delayed in transmission. 
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UNCLASSIFIED AQzst 
Control: 19408 p ¢ 2 2 
. Rec'd: August 31, 1956/85"? | 
FROM: Jerusalem 11:08 a.m. — = | 
TO: Secretary of State | Os 
NO: 57, August 31. Re | 
O° 


AVIV 39. w 


JUN has received Israeli complaint and Egyptian complaint on 
separate incidents both eee | in deaths military pcg pa 
within last twenty-four hours. sraeli complaint alleges I zi 
patrol car hit by mines on Nitzana-Rafiah road 1345 zone time e) 
August 30, killing one, wounding four (Jerusalem POST says two 

dead) Egyptian complaint alleges Israeli patrol crossed Gaza a 
DL near Dier El Balah 2330 August 30, opened fire killing two + 
wounding two. UN investigating. 
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FROM: Jerusalem , 1:58 a.m. Ss 

Info 2 

RMR TO: Secretary of State 5 

o 

ss NO; 58, August 31 E 

G 

SP Ny 

C PRIORITY z 
L . 

Io SENT DEPARTMENT 58 REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 44, CAIRO 25, we 

USUN TLE Aviv 40 F 

$ 


UOP RECONTEL .57 


2 
SG j 


UNTSO reports 2 more Egyptian complaints received alleging 
further Israeli attacks last night and this morning, bringing 
USIA total Egyptian dead to 13. First complaint (CONTEL 57) 

CIA confirmed by United Nation investigation. Second alleged 

OSD attack occurred in Egyptian territory outside El Auja D.Z., i 


ARMY killing 6. Third occurred near Rafah in Gaza stf®ip with ry 
NAVY 5 Egyptian military reported killed. a oe if) 
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FROM : Amenibassy TEL AVIV SS —- ——— 4 = 
DESP. NO. 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STR TE, WASHINGTON, September 4, 1956 
/ " £ ? 


- j ‘er DATE 
REF Embassy Despatch 61, “August 1, 1956 
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As indicated in referenced despatch, a recapitulation of alleged border ™N 
incidents during the preceding month has become a regular feature of the f 


JERUSALEM POST. This summary for the month of August, is enclosed as a matter 
of interest. 


For the Ambassador: 


"4 ME L. Hamiltén, Jr. 


First Secretary of Embassy 
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Encl. to Desp. No. 132 
¥rom Tel Aviv 


CIY- I¢a/9- eed 


IS THIS AN ARMISTICE ? 


INCIDENTS REPORTED DURING AUGUST 


THURSDAY, August 2. 
Four Egyptian soldiers fire 
lands belonging to Kibbutz 
M’falsim, near Gaza Strip. 
Damage estimated at IL350, 


SUNDAY, August 5. — Number 
shote 


of fired by Egyptians at 
Kfar hes across Gasa 
og border... Infiltrators 


« to Kibbuts Ein 
poe : 
MONDAY, August 6. — Num- 
ber of shots from Jor- 


dan at Israel ay vehicle 
pry se Boag road in vicinity 

h village, Little Tri- 
angle. 


open. 
_ Ieracl © gestion in Ein Hs- 


sector. 
WEDNESDAY, August 8. — 
Rifle and machinegun fire 
directed from Jordan terri- 
tory at members of Kibbutz 
Nir David, Beisan Valley. 


gag August 9. — Group 
of Arabs % Geass — 


set tre te te creps im Kibbuts Ki 

sufim fields. . Beconal’ case in two 

m= 

Jordan shepherd with flock 
rder west 0 


crosses bo of Kib- 
butz Ein Geddi; ignores pat- 


proach 
St Bice apts ah Secael. pate 


SUNDAY, A t+ @. — Infil- 
traters from -epen aute- 
matic fire on Israel patrol in 
Lachish area. of. 
ambuth.., . Kib- 


Ld ing along Israel-Jordan Aves 
ce . 


rifle fire. Truck aoe parnes in kib- 

buts hit by bullet. 

MONDAY, August 18.—Egyp- 

tiang fire from across demarc- 
line at Erez... Two 


“ 
tians approach demare- | patrol 
atl line and fire with au- fired 


tic weapons at tractors 
woling in fields in same 
area... Group of Jordanians 
infiltrate in Kibbutz Beit 
Govrin area and ghoot at Is- 
rael patrol. Retreat following 
exchange of shots... Wound- 
ed infiltrator picked up by 
Israel patrol in fields be- 
tween butzim of Nirim 
and Ein Hashlosha, near Gaza 
Strip. 
TUESDAY, August 14. — Rifle 
shots fired from Gasa Strip at 
Kerem Avshalom settlement. 


THURSDAY, August 16.—Civili- 
an on mine no of de 


FRIDAY, August 17. — Pass- 
enger bus d two security 
escort vehicles attacked from 
ambush on way to Hilat north 
of Be’er Menuha; attackers 
first kill three of . those in 


Lines southwest of 





k 
Umm el Fiahm attacked 
close Se All os 

and mac Mem- 
ber of patrot id neat by fire. 
THURSDAY, Anant 28. — lerael 


AY, August 
Three gyption at 
open meortar and 

fire at Israel patrol 


along Gaza Stri 
Kissufim ... Inflitrators 
Geddi. 
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Y, August 30. 
Bat gm ogre ship detain- 
years 
commissioned in Eayption 
navy. 
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(Security Classification) 
FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH 


FROM 







AMDONGHERAL, JERUSALEM — a Cf) 


yO THO PEPARIWENY OF STATE. WASHINGTON. 


Transuitted is a release giving details of the four incidents 
involving Egyptian aod Isreeli wits in and near the El Auja 


DZ and the Gaza 
Strip within a twelve-boer period on August 30-31, to wit: 


1. ‘the miming of an Isreeli command car near Nitsana (contel 57); 

2. ‘the atteck om an Egyptian position near Deir El Balah (contel 57); 
3. ‘the atteck om an “gyptian position near Rafah’ (contel 58); and 

4. ‘the attack om an Egyptian position near El Auja (contel 58). 


Jos pemniesy eg 1ST AAMMONT cTUL 


9S7-6/VvEtrLE 


‘ Se ee ee eee 

coincide with the statements in the Israeli and Egyptian complaints. The in- 

vestigation of the third and fourth incidents, which was not completed at the 

time of the press release, showed that extensive fire-fights had taken place 

that tracks led from the sites to the DL. However, 

Gleven alleged Egyptian dead were not seen by the UN 

Observers, the Egyptian authorities that they had been removed to 
WS imterrogation of the wounded tended to confirm the 

The 


i 
F 


about ten hours after the mining of an Israeli vehicle seem clear indication 
that the Iereeli policy of retaliation is active, or even automatic, at least 


s. here were worried about possible 
See ae Oe ee Gee tee playing down of the incidents 
makes it appeer that Egypt is not at present to contime the chain 


‘Ah ai 
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COPY 7 
HEADQUARTERS 


TRUCE SUPERVISION ORGANIZATION 


Jerusalem, 31 August 1956 


» On 30 August 1956 in the early afternoon, an Israeli command car was blown 
up by mines buried under the surface of the Rafah road at a point in the De 
militarized Zone about three kilometres north of El Auja (Nitsana). Two 
Israeli soldiers were killed and four wounded as a result of the explosion. 


United Nations Military Observers saw three mine craters, mine fragments 
and the completely wrecked vehicle. 


During the night of 30/31 August 1956, three serious incidents took place 
in Egyptian-controlled territory; two near the Demarcation Line in the Gasa 
area and one near the International Frontier, facing the area of the El Auja, 
Demilitarized Zone. t ; ) 


The first incident occurred. on 30 August 1956 at about 2130 GMT when | 
there was an exchange of fire between Egyptian and Israeli patrols, approxi- 
mately midway between DEIR AL BALAH village and Gaza town, about 1200 metres 
within Egyptian-controlled territory. 


United Nations Military Observers found the bodies of two Egyptian soldiers 
at the scene of the incident as well as a number of empty cartridges, two un- 
exploded hand grenades, five sub-machine gun magazines, exploded hand grenade 
fragments and a bloodstained box for first aid’ dressings. Incoming and out- 

‘going tracks of approximately fifteen men led directly southeast from the scene 
of the incident to a point on the Demarcation Line where they crossed into 
Israeli-controlled territory. 


The second incident also occurred on 30 August 1956, at about 2130 GMT, 
in the Rafah area in Egyptian-controlled territory, when there was an exchange 
of fire between Egyptian and Israeli forces. Egyptian authorities report the 
killing of five Egyptian soldiers as a result of the’ exchange of fire. 


The third incident took place on 30 August 1956 shortly before midnight 
GMT at a point about two kilometres west of the International Frontier, in 
Egyptian territory, facing the El Auja Demilitarized Zone. Egyptian authorities 
report the killing of six Egyptian soldiers as a result of an exchange of fire 
between Egyptian and Israeli forces. 


Investigation by United Nations Military Observers of the second and 
third incidents is proceeding. 
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Action Control: 548 > - 
Rec'd: September 11, 1956 mm: 
NEA FROM: Tel Aviv 12:27 Pt 4 
Info e | 
_— TO: Secretary of State 7 | Wo ri 
| ey 
gg NOt, 229, September 11. sf WV OF 
G | \ =i | 
~ SENT DEPARTMENT 229, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 62, AMMAN 61. Ue 
L Text follows of press statement released by Foreign Ministry ® 
IO September 10 responsive to dynamiting of railway line north 
P of Beersheba same date: 
UOP 
OLI 


Egypt has again committed unprovoked act of aggression, Foreign 
Ministry spokesman stated today. This accusation was made following 
woah blowing up of railroad to Beersheda early this morning. 





Sabotage act was carried out at distance of approximately 30 
OSD  KMs from Gaza Strip and 10 KMs from Jordan border. Egyptian 
ARMY murder squads have been known in past to enter Israel from 


Gaza Strip and leave by way of Jordan border, spokesman ob- 
AIR served. | . ; 


This morning's attack was of nature'similar to other acts of 
mining carried out recently by Egyptian units, and resulting in. 
Israeli casualties in killed and wounded. : 


Latest assault and current reports of increased Fedayeen ac- 


tivities indicate Egypt is persisting in her acts of unprovgked 
aggression against Israel. be 
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Israel delegation lodged complaint of attack with Israel Eg¥ptjan 
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NEA ’ Rec'd: September 11, 1 56° 3 
FROM: Jerusalem 1:04 p.m. = QE 
Info ~t 
RMR 10: Secretary of State AS 
e 
38 nO: 64, September 11. a: 
G he 
SP b-) 
C PRIORITY ~ 
L 
Io SENT DEPARTMENT 64, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 47, CAIRO 27, © 
USUN TEL AVIV 43. oh 
vop UNTSO reports Egyptian complaint received that Israeli patrol 


OLI crossed into Egyptian territory near El Auja early this morning, @q) 
‘ penetrated 16 kilometers northwest El Qusaima, engaged in fire 

OcB fight result of which five Egyptian soldiers killed, one wounded. 

USIA United Nations investigating. 
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 
The item identified below has been withdrawn tome this file: 


File Designation 


Date 


From 





To 
In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
wewewtizced, Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 
available for examination, The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 


v4 ecurity- Classified Information 


C] Otherwise Restricted Information 


/ i : nga An | / 


_ NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION ‘NA FORM 14000 (1-86) 


\ oy * 


Par ener a ‘Aes 
SEES Sant at celia a hate 


-JJILON TWMVUCHLIM 


Ave 
























p = AIR POUCH —- COMFIDENTIAL | DO NOT ZXPE IN THIS SPACE = 

WE eOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH. C74 Seafigsre ity 

: a 

FROM: ANMEMBASSY CAIRO — 2a” +>. Am = 
TS: “ 3 THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. - SepteniogB25, fase p* 
ay 2 4 























3 DEPT. ; ne tes 

rel pe n AOYY-2 eL/-E Ley tStn-+ P-/ Ll Ss21 ey sf#-4 i 

Use Only Fr Cn = = 7 _ i mm 

a 9 CH -/4 AR MSY NAVY.3 AIlH-3 CID-¥ CSIf-it 3 

supsect: General jurns Visits Cairo b 
o 


‘ 

} General 3urns called at the Jnvassy on the afternoon of Septemoer 19 in order «| 
to ineet “mbassador Hare. During the course of the conversation he reviewed in 
general terms the situation along the Jgyptian-Israeli border which, in his opinion, 
had become somewhat quieter. General Burns thought that the suyptian Government head 


~ 
4 


taken measures to keep it that waye The Israelis on the other hand, he said, con- 
tinued their "provocative" patrolling techniques. 

/ 

/ ii 

General 3urns remarked that no progress whatever had been wace in persuading { in 

the Israelis to contribute toward the solution of the proolenms of the Al ‘uja os 
demilitarized zone and the defensive areas. 3en Gurion had cetlared flatly to ti 
General 3urns that he could not discuss an Israeli withdraivol wiile ggynt iaintained 5 
toward Israel what 3en Gurion considered was a generally hostile attitude in violation ! 
of article I of the General Armistice Agreement. In this connection the Israelis § .4 
continued to be particularly exercised over the question of transits through the i 
Canal. ‘lor had any progress been made in collateral matters such as border markings a 


AS a matter of fact there had been some retrocression. The Israelis had further ran 
restricted. the movements of UN observers in the Al Auja demilitarized zone and 

General 3urns thought it highly probable that the Israelis would refuse to renew 
their agreement to the iwanning of UN observation posts on the Israeli side of the 

Gaza demarcation line when the tine limit of Cctober 31 which 3en Gurion had: imposed] 

for the operatioh of these posts would expire. General Burns said that %en Gurion 

had told him that the observation posts had in no way reduced incidents of 

infiltration. He explained to Ambassador Hare that the posts were of course not 

intended for this purpose but to prevent clashes oetween the regular forces of 

ooth sides. fiowever, the observation posts had had limited success because of the 
requirement thet isanning schedules be suomitted in advance to the military authorities.s—- 
UNTSO had observed that the Israelis tended to divert patrol activity to sectors’ not 
covered by the schedule for that day. : ‘3% 


General 3urns saw Foreign isinister Fawzi on the morning of Septemser 20. He O 
had told the embassy thst he had nothing in particular to discuss but merely intended 
to have a general review of the current situation. Lt. Colonel port UNTSO 

i 





“Liaison Offiter in Cairo, reviewed*this conversation with the reportinh officer on 
September 22. According to Celonel Ely Fawzi-did most of the talking/’which revolved 
essentially around the status of the Secretary General's proposals to the Security 
Council in his report of way 9. Ely noted that voth Egypt and Israel causing the | 


| Security Council debate on the Secretary General's report had accepted these, 
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| proposals but as a watter of fact no progress whatever had been made in carrying 
them oute. Fawzi had reiterated to General 3urns aypt's preparedness to 
implement the proposels simultaneously with Israel. The status of the proposals 
as described by ly is as follows: 


Setting up of observation posts along the Gaza demarcation line. 


Observation posts had been instituted on the Egyptian side at the request of 
egypt in the spring of 1955. The Israelis had agreed in the spring of 1956 to 
the setting up of observation posts on their side of the line for a six months' 
‘period. egypt had no objection to the indefinite continuation of the posts but 
Israel would provably not renew its consent after October 31. 


Niarking of the demarcation line in the Gaza area. egypt has no onjection 
to the inmarking of the line if done by UNTSO. Israel refuses to have it done by 
UNTSO but wants to mark the line itself. 





‘ 
Jithdrawal of patrols and fixed positionse Israeli patrols were 
initially withdrawn+following the Secretary Generjl's visit to the area. Israel 
reserved the right, however, to resume close patrollin, if considered necessary 
to protect. its citizens. Such close natrolling has now oveen resumed. In 
consequence no withdrawal of Jgystian fixed positions has oeen carri-d oute 


Physical barrier (fence) along the Gaza demarcation line. doypt 
continues to oppose this measure on grounds thet erection of a physical barrier 
would give the line the character of an international boundary. Jgy>t has never 
oojected to the erection by Israel of a fence in Israeli-controlled territory 
but the Israelis have no interest in this suggestion. ‘ 


Local comianders' agreveiuent. Ecypt and UNTSO are in agreement that a 
UN ooserver ust listen to and record any conversations between local coitianders. 
Israel disagrees. 





Joint patrolse JZoypt and YNTSO have lost interest in this proposal. 
Israel had always opposed it. UNTSO feels that it is impractical at the present 
time because the success of joint-patrolling derends on a inore aiiicable relation- 
ship than exists between the two parties at present. : 

‘Al .uja_ and the defensive arease Egypt holds to its couwwitsent toe the 
secretary General to carry out a simultaneous withdrawal with Israel. Israel on 
the other hand has refused to agree to Simultaneous withdrawal so long as Egypt 
Maintains restrictions on Israeli shipping through the Canal and the Gulf of 
Aqaba. The position of UNTSO on this matter is that Israel should abide by its 
original comaitments to the Security Council and in any case the transit of 
vessels is not a subject for the UNTSO, being outside the purview of the General 
Araistice Agreement. ; 


} 
Colonel <ly comuented fthat Fawzi in reviewing the Zoyntian position inade 
clear that Egypt attached primary consideration to the question of mutual withdrawal 
from 41 Auja and the:defengive areas. In fawzi's opinion the "big things" 
necessarily had to ve solved pefore the "little things". As long as the forces | 
of the twp countrics faced eachother in the strategic Al Auja area it was i 
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| to talk of minor matters in the region of the Gaza Stripe Colonel <liy gave the 
impression that 'TITSG agreed with this point of view. 


' The reporting officer reviewed with Colonel ély the series of uinings and 
retaliatory raids which had taken place across the zgyrtian-Isrceli border a 
few weeks ago, and suggested that perhays the iinings and particularly that in 
the region of Sde 3oker had been intended as a retaliation fcr the assassination 
oy means of "book parcels" of the soy;tian commander of fedayeen in Gaza and the 
Egyrtian .wilitary attache in Aiwman. The recortino officer wentioned in this 
connection that President Nasser in his speech of July 26 had cone out of his 
way to refer to the cases of these two wen in passionate ters. Cnlionei <ly 
agreed that the inining of Sde 3oker vecause of its distance frei Caza strongly 
suggested th=t it had seen carried out :.ith official authorization 3736 continacd 
that the Isrueli raids which followed that and a suvsequent wining incident were 
certainly of a retaliatory naturee He thought, ho»ever, that the soy;tian 
Government had since these episodes.taken necessary ieagures to cell a halt to 
such activities since continued tension with Tsrae! was not at cresent in 2gypt's 
interest. ' 


In the course of General Surns*s conversation ‘itn Awbassador hare Ae had 
given the impression that although reasoneoly satisfied with the position of the 
Arabs he was oreatly concerned oy thet of Isrsele Generel 3urns iaase clesr to 
the Ambassador thet he felt the Israelis were generally asswuaing 2 stete of 
readiness from which they could readily take advantage of the >reoccupation of 
the tripartite powers with the Suez problem to advance their own interests, 
particularly visea-vis Jordan. Genera! 3urns thought thet the Isreelis wight 
in particular de preparing to intervene to "assert some of their claims" in the 
event disorders should take place in Jordan either as a result of cevelopments 
connected with Suez or the October elections. «hile Generzl 3urns hsc noted 
that the Israeli press had speculated on the situction which wich* arise if 
Inaqi troops entered Jordan, apart from any internal oreakdown, he said that their 
point had not been raised witt: him oy Israeli jofficials. 


Since it/appeared that General jurns had undergone something of a change 
in his thinkine vis-a-vis Israel (in the past/ oa visits to Cairo he has often 
shown impatience with the Arab position which he has described as *quvidoling" 
and to be somewhat more tolerant of Israel's theses), the rerorting °cfficer 
asked Lt. Col. ély whether he had noticed any changee <ly szid that ootn he and 
dolonel Gohar had found the change retiarkable. Ely thought it might ve due at 
least in part to the position taken py the Israeli authorities with regard to 
the recent retaliatory raids against Jordan. Although the Israeli press left 
in the minds of its readers no doubt that these raids were retaliatory and their 
nature was such as to make it perfectly evident that they had been carried out 
under governuent sponsorship, the Israeli officials had olandly informed General 
Burns that they knew nothing about them. Ely also noted that the viexs of General 
3urns were now inuch closer to those of Secretary General Haimmarskjold. 
Hammarskjold'"s comaunications with the egyptian Government, ily alleged, were 
much more friendly than those he had sent to the Israelis. ly said that 
Haunarskjold had a warm personal regard for Foreign ..inister Fawzi. However, 
he felt that the Secretary ia lamas towards the parties was crimerily | 
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influenced _ by the feeling that the Israelis had/come close to 
deliverately savotaging his mission in the spring of this year but had 


obstinately and unjustifiaoly refused to carry out their comaitmwents to him 
and the Security Council, particularly with reference to the Al \uja proolem. 


. \s evidence of the current trend of General ‘urns's thinking, Colonel ely 
wentioned on a strictly confidential basis that following the first police post 
raid in Jordan Seneral 3urns had sent an upent message to Fawzi asking cgypt to 
exercise such influence as sas availaole to it to persuade Abu Nuwwar not to 
retaliate.  3urns had found Abu Muwwar.in a more subdued fraine of wind when he 


discussed the incident with him than 3urns had expected. 


cgyntian influence had been responsivsle for the restraint exercised by the 
Jordanians out ne assuiied it had nlayed some part. 
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OLI 1 MONDE for September 27 carried interview with Merlahem Begin.  & 

Following is substance Begin's reply ‘to questions posed by 
OCB LE MONDE correspondent: Bide ae 
USTA / 4 — 
oTA a 


Begin was im France on goodwill mission since his party had 
always supported close French-Israel alliance similar to British- 
French entente cordiale. French parliamentarians, high function- 
naries, and political figures had evinced warm friendship for 


Israel. ) 





x 


Begin strongly denied he had favored cession of military/ bases 

in Israel to France, since he was opposed to such policy/as matter 
principle. Only exception might be if high military commands 
between Israel and allied countries might dictate such tactical 
measures in conflict against common enemy. 


Fact that "two Occidental powers" had takén spectacular military 
measures over Suez questton but had refrained from action con- 
stituted rude blow to their prestige. Economic sanctions would an 
not seriously hurt Egypt since fellahs already had very low ro) 
standard of living and ruling class could easily obtain require- 
ments elsewhere. Nasser and Khruschev were, at least for moment, 
victors in Suez dispute, latter having obtained sympatpy of Arab 
masses without raising even little finger to aid Egypt and Arabs. 
Russia in process erecting stronghold in Middle East. F 


ILA-E/VVR° PL 


Te 


Nationalization of Suez had not affected Israel position since | 
Israel had been preverjied in past from transiting canal. An i 
Israel ship should attempt to pass through canal under protection | 
Users Association. Whdt, Begin asked, would Users Association do / 
a if Egyptian dictator broke his promise of freedom of\ navigetion? 
© Would Association defend Israel's right to transit canal? 


S&H 






>, Cairo's Hebrew broadcast commending Israel on its moderation on 
* Suez question and accusing Begin as "imperialist agent" who. 
continued foster frontier incidents to maintain Israel-Arab 
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tension was characteristic of Egyptian hypocrisy since Cairo 
had continually promised wipe. Israel off map. 


Begin could not be accused of desiring preventive war against 
Arab states since Nasser insisted state of war already existed 
and refused respect armistice signed between Israel and Arab 
states. Nasser's repeated promises to suppress Israel was 
declaration of war a priori. 


It was Israel's duty to liberate all regions within its natural 
frontiers and now occupied by Arab armies. Israel:must reoccupy 
Gaza zone, source of bloody offensive of fedayin where lived 
80,000 Arab refugees armed by Egypt. Similarly Israelis had same 
right to Jerusalem as to Nazareth. Once the entirety of Israel 
state had been assured, Israel had no objections receiving all 
Arab Palestinian refugees as Israeli citizens. Military operations 
which Begin had described, he added, were not dictated by 

spirit of expansion but simply a restoration of Israeli rights 

and reunification state Israel. 
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- SENT DEPARTMENT 390, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 82 — 
UOP IDF FLO infarmed USARMA of serious incident near Orinitzanadz. pl 
ND Two IDF vehicles blown up at dawn today on road four KMS north- 
OLI vest Kibbutz Ketsiot in DZ. Three soldiers killed, twenty-one 
P wounded . 
CB 


USIA According noon press six soldiers severely wounded. Mines laid 
100 meters apart, and second vehicle destroyed on return trip 's 
OSD’ after loading up casualties of first accident. GOI has pro- 


<I 
one tested to Israel/Egypt MAC, but did not request meeting. w 
AVY oO 
AIR No further details available. 
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SP _ ‘ 
o PRIORITY | a 
_ SENT DEPARTMENT 391, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 83. oO 
oe REEMBTEL 390. 0) 
Incident in DZ, which undoubtely will be discussed today's 
OCB Cabinet meeting, will pide tigi to shift focus its military 
USIA attention to Egypt. Although retaliation likely it may not w 
aan ‘be predictable terms of time and place because IDF casualties ” 


at Qslquilya and Husan were attributed largely to loss of 
ARMY surprise factor, 


AIR Should be recalled Ben Gurion reaffirmed Egypt to be main 
_ threat ot Israel in October 15 Knesset speech, 
Last’ mine incident in Negev was September 10 mining Beersheba 
Railway, last mining attack involving casualties was August 30 
near Nitzahna, killing two and wounding three soldiers. 


Pass Army, Navy, Air. 
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USUN Spokesman regarding mining incident. S stement accuses Eeypt —_ 
P of aot of aggresaion through mining of ,road in’ El Auja demi Oo 
UOP iterized zone. As result 3 Taraell soldiers reportedly killed « § 
OLI and 27 wounded in exploston invelving two vehicles. ® nN) 
oop Burne told me last night that Jsraelie had not informed ITSO fe 
usta Of ineldent. However, chairman EIMAC had proposed UNTSO 1n- re) 
CTA vestigation be made but Iaraelis refused allow this. Hurns’ 
osp instructing chairman again raise subject with Tsraell MAC re- 
ARMy Presentative, pointing out tt will doubtless be of interest to 
Navy Security Council] at thie time, 
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SUBJECT: Vransmittal of :lemorandum of VUonversation t's 
OV 


NOFORN | | 


there is enclosed a memorandua prepared by a member of tne 
umbassy stafr reporting comnents made to him by the Director sveneral 
of tne Prime wipister's Office concerning possible uevelopments in 
israel's security policy. it is requested that care be exercised 
to protect the urce of this information. 
. ly : £ 







> ee tthe 
-e to the Last two paragraphs of the memorandum, 

| referred for background to the tmbassy's despatch - 
2, 1955, titled: "“israel's Access to the Gult 
ort ol wilat." : Rs 


witn refere 
the Departient i 
no. 829, of June 
of Aqahe,.and the 


in recent days it nas become apparent to the ambassy that 
tnere nas been unusual diplomatic activity between israel and 
vrance, firstly, tne vrench hilitary Attache here was suddenly 
called to Paris, presumably for consultation. Secondiy,, this 
week the 1vi* Deputy Chief of Intelligence lef't isrsel for Paris. 
“inally, there have been veiled allusions recently in press and 
official circles here to the community or interest between «'rance 
and israel vis-a-vis Wasser and the wzyptian uovernment. while 
these movements and presumed discussions may not in fact result 
in anything tangible, it is believed tnat in some manner they may 
be related to the subject matter discussed in the closing para- 
iN. graphs of the atteched memorandum. 
: tir, Kollek's report o1 the Prime minister's fear or British 
‘ military intervention in support o1 Jordan is consistent with the 
~ |! position Ben Gurion has taken in Anesset debates. it does not 
answer, however, the question ol the line of action which israel 
would follow should developments reach the point where the 
United \ingdom deciaed its position in Jordan was irretrievably 
lost. 


r tor the Ambassador: 

* daw 8. 

: | ivan 5. White «> = 
Counselor ot umbassy 
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FROM: ivan =. woite 


wnen + neara tarou;h a mutual rriend that ''eddy nollek, 
Director uveneral ot tne rrime winister's Otfice, was .oing from 
Jerusalem to uaiie on October 13, 1 asked nim to stop in for a iew 
minutes en reute, =e callec at tne umbassy saturday worning tor 
an nour. 41 told nim we would be very interested in any chanes 
in tninking by the G01 regarding moditications in tne policy of 
retaliation wnicn might ¢row out of tne wWalgilya action. sollek 
“said there were several points whicn had been debated in the 
Cabinet since tne iusan action which, althou;.n it did not result 
im as many isreeli aeatns as did Qalqilya, had caused heavy enough 
casualties to lead the Vabinet to explore tie possibilities ol some 
modilication. un tne first point, urged by some, that Israeli 
troops rewiain in occupation ot portions of Joraan territory taken 
in a retaliatory action, soilek said that this proposal envisayed 
holding on to the territory taken as a basis lor torcin;, tne 
Jordanians into airect negotiations. He said tnat up to now 
Ben Curion had opposed tnis approach beceuse of iis conviction 
that Great britain would intervene militarily under the Anglo- 
Jordanian ‘'reaty. when 1 asked him wnether tne Prime tinister 
nad arrived at tnis conclusion from what the british had told aim, 
he said no, that ratner it was based on Ben Gurion's own analysis 
which led him to the conclusion that the British would use such a 
situation to retrieve their position in the Middle wast. 
: Tha second question was whether the Israelis should modity 
their military operations to avoid civilian casualties. It was 
clear from recent reprisals that some israeli casualties had accrued 
because of tne vrecautions taken to avoid civilian deaths. iollek 
was inclined to believe thet the Vabinet would continue to use this 
approéch lor tne time being in spite of the criticism wnich it had 
evoked. wollek indicated tnat two possible modifications were: 
(1) Abandonient of tae principle that retaliation should be in the 
Same are& wnere the ori; inal incident occurred. Tne present 
practice had the disadvantage or eliminating the element o. surprise. 
(2) ‘whe Luft claims that tne short period ol, say, twelve hours 
between a Cabinet decision to retaliate and the commencement of 
such an operation did not sive the Army enougsh time to prepare 
edequately for the action. ‘ihe Lv» desired more time. 


sollek tnen said tnat the locus 61 activity might very 
| shortly snift froa the Jordanian border to weypt. He ventured | 
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tnac it’ sasser won out sinortly on tne Suez issue israel might then | 
take military action to lree the straits oi ‘iran. such an action 
woula, ot course, take some time ror preparations. when i asked 
Kollek wny ne thnousht such an action would be in the iran rather 
tuan tne ouez area, he replied it was entirely a matter of 
lo,istics. ‘tne lor believed that tne former action coula be 
successfully executed but uid not hold the same opinion in the 

case oi a suez operation. wien 1 asked sollek woetuer tie ivr was 
contident that havin;: taken the straits o1 ‘iran it could continue 
to hola its position tnere indefinitely, ne replied in the aftfirma- 
CLWGis 


At tnis point hollek said that, while t might not be aware of 
it, discussions between tne lsraelis and tne .'rench on a pipeline 
from dilat to a northern israel port had mace real pro, ress. he 
added that he thought the «rench woula be; interested in "having a 
blow struck at Nasser from this side". 
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” FROM: Tel Aviv e 4 Ne 9:57 a.m. an | 
Info Ke x 

RMR 10: Secretary of State | 
ss NO: 415, October 26, 1 p.m. 7 . aed 
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C PRIORITY 2 ao & F 
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L SENT DEPARTMENT 415, REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON PRIORZTY @A * 4 
IO PRIORITY PARIS 80. ea : 

| USUN 2 m 

oft  NOFORN ae 

mS m 


CIA Beginning yesterday morning and continuing until now (mepea®? 

Osp now) (12 noon local time) there has been IDF call up of con- 
siderable scale of reservists and civilian vehicles in Tel 
Aviv and adjacent areas as far south as Rehovoth. To this 
moment operation has closely resembled in techniques and 
mobilization points expansion in Israel's arms strength which 
occurred at time. of Nitzana action November last and Fedayeen 
operations this April. 4 


Present movement has become widely known among local press 
people and public and there is good deal of speculation that 
‘something big may happen”. Report of special interest has 
been advice by family controller road transport to Embassy 
officer that week end trips should be cancelled and food 
supplies stocked. Reference was made to community of interests 

ty with French, a relationship which is being increasingly men- 

; tioned here in both public and private circles, with some oa 

” 


9992-01 /¥¥B'’FL9 


‘+ references to Eilat and Strait. of Tiran as possible scenes of 
\~ actions (reference 3 ed despatch 829, June 22, 1955 and 


‘)\ g229, October 24, 19 ie 

\ 

fini impossible to know at this time whether present move- 
@ment will shift from partial to complete mobilization or area 


NY Yof possible action, Embassy will attempt to check other im-, 
Nu portant population centers with view to keeping Department 4 
 ~ «informed. ‘ o. 
elle. "LAWSON os 
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Origin — 
Inox By separate telegram Department has sent you text of | 
President's statement regarding Middle East which White House released 
ter 
afternoon October 28. Department is discussing Mts afternnon xmIestionsrx 
with British and French representatives Washington along lines 
indicated in press statement.. E E 
S 
© 2 
~§ 
ithe .. Be 
e 
be pe 
‘ “ m™~ o 
* € >e 
:| 8 
ok 
Dated N 
sar 00S 
, ~ 
-« 
Drafted by: Telegraphic transmission and SG. so é ~S 
NEA: FWilkins:WMRountree:jm _ | *susitestion approved bys S/S - Rohaed Surgill 
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Control: 17274 
Rec'd: October 29, 1956 
FROM: Paris L35k pif. . 


10: Secretary of State 


NO: 2027, October 29, 7 p.m. 
‘! 


= 


NIACT 


SENT DEPARTMENT 2027, REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 348, TEL AVIV 


rat a 


Re DEPTEL to London 3039, Paris 1533. 


We discussed briefly with Daridan this afternoon tripartite 
conversations in Washington on Middle East... He said instruc- 
tions not (repeat not) yet dispatched to Alphand but indicated 
line would be that French unwilling to discuss Israeli disposi- 
tions in isolation but happy to discuss grave situation through- 
out whole area. He then catalogued series of attacks on French oO 
institutions in several, Arab countries during past few days and 
apprehension what is to) follow. On other, hand, he continued pe 
profess ignorance extent Israeli preparations and supposition 

they are defensive in intent. , ‘ 


c-OlL/VV8°rL9 


Comment. It seems probable to us that French are making no T 
(repeat no) effort restrain Israelis and that, whether or not w 
(repeat not) they are privy to Israeli intentions, they would ” 
not (repeat not) be loath to see Israeli dispositions which 

might divert Arab attention from France, or perhaps even military 

action which would weaken Egypt and its allies. French are bound 


\ at tic moment to look at developments in Middle East through 


ff 2 


_< i. DILLON 


t 
= 


PERMANENT 


spectacies increasingly bitter Franco-Arab hostility. 


For this reason, despite probability French may not (repeat not) 


Q Cooperate a3 we would wish in implementation 1950 declaration, 


ve would consider it of greatest importance to’ remain in close 
consultation with them on this matter in order that their policy 
not (repeat nat) diverge from,ours any more than unavoidable 
nyinimum. ( 


3 
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VERBATIN TEXT , 

SENT TO: Amembassy LONDON NIACT rin 
Amembassy PARIS NIACT % 
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There follows telegraphic text working group draft proposed SC resolution | 
calling for cessation hostilities: | 


QUOTE Security Council 


Noting report on outbreak hostilities between Israel and 
state concerned); 






Expressing its grave concern regarding effect this renewal of - 
fighting upon maintenance international peace and security in area; 


1. Determines that breach of peace has occurred; (If pospible, 
fe 
this paragraph would also identify aggressor. ) a Bi 





2. Calls for immediate cessation hostilities; 


3. Calls upon Israel immediately withdraw its armed cord “a 
established armistice lines; 







4. Calls upon all Members render prompt assistance to United 
tions in execution this resolution and refrain from giving any military, 
pnomic or financial assistance to Israel. oe 
5. Requests Chief of Staff of United Nations Truce Supervisio 
Organisation |to keep Security Council informed on compliace given this 
resolution and make whatever recommendations he deems appropriate respecti 


—~ 
further action by Umited Nations to assist in implementation) this resolutign. 
-RWQUOTE. y 
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enclosures. ‘ 
INFORMAL RECORD OF MEETING es 
ww 
Secretary's Office, October 29, 1956, 3:15 p.m, Tir ‘ 
Attendance: The Secretary 


The Under Secretary - 
Mr. Allen Dulles (U4-, ) 
Mr. MacArthur 

Mr. McCardle 

Mr. Phleger 

Mr. Bowie 

Mr. Wilcox 

Mr. Hill (later) 

Mr. Rountree 

Mr. Armstrong 

Mr. Kalijarvi 

Mr. Wilkins 

Mr. Burdett 

‘Mr. Jones (WE) 

Mr. Lister (BNA) 

Mr. Richards (U/OP) 

Mr. Macomber 

Mr. Greene @ 

Mr. Sohm 


Subject: Israeli Aggression 


The meeting heard news reports of the Israeli attack on Egypt 
and a subsequent report from Mr. Allen Dulles on the extent of 
Israeli penetration into Egypt. 


In a consideration of the OCB Working Group draft of February 17 
on ''Political and Economic Measures to be Taken Against an Aggressor 
in the Arab-Israeli Controversy'' Ps Secretary noted that it was 
important to find out where the British and French will stand any 
approach to the Security Council. It is also important to have the 


latest and best information, particularly from General Burns, about 
developments. ’ 


» The Secretary decided to call in the British and French Charge S 
dg Affaires to tell them that we are disposed to go to the UN and to 
give them the text of tS draft resolution, adapted from that: at 
Annex A in the OCB paper. (A copy OF the paper prepared for the 
shia 08 —— is attached.) 


i 


‘/- 
/ — 


2¢b6 01/8, ALI 


h UU the : en Anne nad bx, Canc Of 0m ih keg 


at te was General agreement that any action the United States 
might take, such as blocking {Israeli funds, should be taken under a 
UN resolution. | 


ay 


it was / 


3] 


polly 
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It was also agreed that our Embassies in London and Paris 
would be instructed to approach the Foreign Offices there, parallel- 
ing the Secretary's demarche,. 


The Secretary spoke to Ambassador Lodge on the telephone and 
was told that two reports from General Burns about the situation 
immediately prior to the Israeli attack had been sent on to the 
Department. Mr. Wilkins subsequently gave an oral summary of these 
reports as received from USUN. 


The Secretary received through Mr. Howe a message from © 
Colonel Goodpaster disgussing the desirability of the President's 
Qalebnghis—ptane te stop at Richmond.” After some discussion he 
sent word back to Goodpaster suggesting that the President stop 
briefly and say that there is disturbing news from the Middle East 
tending to confirm the fears that he had expressed yesterday. 


Although there is as yet no definitive information, he (the President) 


wishes to return promptly to Washington to confer with the Secretary 
of State. ' 


Joseph/ N. Greene, Jr 


f 
S/S:JNG:cph 
10/29/56 ; 
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Info 4 2 es @ Be) 
RMR TO: Secretary of State “ Fe “ee 
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C PRIORITY 3 tees 
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EUR 
TO SENT DEPARTMENT 453, REPEATED INFPRMATION PARTS 89, LONBoN 40,8 
USSU CAIRO 90, AMMAN 110, DAMASCUS 65,?/ BEIRUT 86, BAGHDAD 44. ol 
Pp 
UG PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIR o 
Ont PARIS PASS CINCUSAFE 
s 
con Foreign Ministry and IDF/FLO broke news blackout which had been 
VSIA virtually complete for ten hours shortly belore noon today w 
az to report that Egyptians with "Migs and Meteors" we: o 
- bombing Israel territory near Eilat ana° IDF columus acep in 
Sinai. 
Foreign Ministry official told Embassy ‘that IDF put problem 
of how to respond to air action in government hands. 
GOI also reported. . 
1, Egyptian Forces bave been observed crossing canal in 
substantial: numbers apparently to meet IsraeliJcolumns now 
(repeat now) 30 kilometers from Suez. 
2. IDF had taken Quesima (MR 060/.::0). 
3. IDF had had,"few" casualties tivse items, were almost firs), 
‘ GOI has reported since announcement of G p.m. October 29 
{EMBTEL 443), and in intervening hc irs have said only thet 
"srael columns were moving west across difficult terrain 
sdaia@ Canal encountering little opposition. - 
Sound oi auti-aircrai. batteries ciearly audipie to Tel Avivia 
Or Si.crit interval this morning but Lit appears to have.been Gi 
firing practice. ~ bs 
| k. 
Compent: Egyptian air activity may nd excuse Israeésis nau bee 
Looxlng for to introduce their own.aerial arm. Embassy of ficT? oy 
“ a is ents ge er 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
-2- 453, October 30, 2 p.m., from Tel Aviv 
at Lydda airport in connection evacuation dependents saw 
upwards of 20 fighter oe being arméd with two half-ton 
bombs ‘each. 

LAWSON 

SW: JLN/2 
NOTE: Passed OSD, ARMY, NAVY and AIR 10/30/56, 2 p.m. JAK 
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33-1 
Action” Control: ] = 54 
NEA Rec'd: oo 

FROM: LONDON OCTOBER -30, ) 
fais | : 2:03 PM: Sa" 8 | 
RMR 10: Secretary of State | ._ <= * | 

‘ : 1 = 
= NO: 2357, OCTOBER 30 we = Oe 
ap - “9 RO ' 
C oat 
ETT? NIACT OO.. j 
L RE: 
tO SENT DEPARTMENT 2357, REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 386 | 4 
UOP sie al . oo 
™ PRIMIN EDEN MADE FOLLOWING STATEMENT RE I[SRAEL-EGYPT 4 og 
C SITUATION IN HOUSE OF COMMONS AT 4330 THIS AFTERNOON; I- 
CLI O 
a "AS THE HOUSE WILL KNOW, FOR SOME TIME PAST TENSION ON O 
beta. FRONTIER OF ISRAEL HAS BEEN INCREASING, THE GROWING MILITARY a 
ATq STRENGTH OF EGYPT HAS GIVEN RISE’ TO RENEWED APPREHENS | ON 
C8) WHICH STATEMENTS AND ACTIONS OF EGYPTIAN GOVT HAVE FURTHER 
ARNY AGGRAVATED, 
Nay 
ATR ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT MILITARY COMMAND BETWEEN EGYPT, 

JORDAN, AND SYRIA, RENEWED RAIDS BY GUERILLAS, CULMIINATING 

IN INCURS!ON OF EGYPTIAN COMMANDOS ON SUNDAY NIGHT HAD ALL 

PRODUCED VERY DANGEROUS SITUATION, . 

FIVE DAYS AGO NEWS WAS RECEIVED THAT ISRAELI GOVT WERE TAKING: @ 

CERTAIN MEASURES OF MOBILIZATION, HMG AT ONCE INSTRUCTED 

BRIT AMB TEL AVIV TO MAKE INQUIRIES OF ISRAELi MIN FOR FORE Ic! 

AFFAIRS AND TO URGE RESTRAINT, 

MPANWHILE, PRESIDENT EISENHOWER CALLED FOR IMMEDIATE TRIPART! Ti. 

-SCUSS!ONS BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF UK, FRANCE AND US, 
MEETING WAS HELD ON OCTOBER 28 IN WASH AND SECOND MEETING | UCA 
PLACE OCTOBER 29, WHILE THESE DISCUSSIONS WERE PROCEEDING NEWS 
. WAS RECEIVED LAST NIGHT THAT ISRAEL! FORCES AD CROSSED FRONTI(R 

AND HAD PENETRATED DEEP [NTO EGYPTIAN TERRITORY, 

LATER, FURTHER REPORTS WERE RECEIVED iNDICATING PARATROOPS 

HAD BEEN PROPPED, . 

| PERMANENT ____UNGLASSIF HED _ tg 
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UNCLASS IF 1ED 
-2- 2357, OCTOBER 30, FROM LONDON 


|\T APPEARED THAT ISRAEL SPEARHEAD WAS NOT FAR FROM BANKS OF 

SUEZ ‘CANAL, FROM’ RECENT REPORTS IT ALSO APPEARED THAT AIR FORCES 
ARE IN ACTION IN NEIGHBORHOOD OF CANAL, DURING LAST FEW WEEKS 

HMG HAVE THOUGHT IT THEIR DUTY, HAVING REGARD TO THEIR OBLIGAT IGN. 
UNDER ANGLO-JORDAN TREATY, TO GIVE ASSURANCES BOTH PUBLIC AND PR! 
OF THEIR INTENTION TO HONOR THESE OBLIGATIONS, HM AMB IN TEL 

AVIV LATE LAST NIGHT RECEIVED AN ASSURANCE THAT ISRAEL WOULD 

NOT ATTACK JORDAN, 


FOREIGN SECRETARY DISCUSSED SITUATION WITH US AMB EARLY THIS 
MORNING, FRENCH PRIMIN AND FOREIGN MINISTER HAVE COME OVER TO 
LONDON AT SHORT NOTICE AT INVITATION OF HMG TO DELIBERATE WiTii 
US ON THESE EVENTS, | MUST TELL HOUSE THAT VERY GRAVE !SSUES 
ARE AT STAKE AND ‘UNLESS HOSTILITIES CAN QUICKLY BE STOPPED, 
FREE PASSAGE THROUGH CANAL WILL BE JEOPARDI ZED, MOREOVER, 

\NY FIGHTING ON BANKS OF CANAL WOULD ENDANGER SHIPS ACTUALLY 

ON PASSAGE, “ 


“JMBER OF CREWS AND PASSENGERS INVOLVED TOTALS MANY 
HUNDREDS AND VALUE OF SHIPS WHICH ARE LIKELY TO BE ON PASSAGE 
‘S ABOUT L50 MILLION, EXCLUDING VALUE OF CARGOES, 


HMG AND FRENCH GOVT HAVE ACCORDINGLY AGREED THAT EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE SHOULD BE DONE TO BRI'NG HOSTiLITIES TO AN END AS SOCWN 
‘SS POSSIBLE, THEIR REPRESENTAT | VES IN NEW YORK HAVE THEREFORE 
BEEN INSTRUCTED TO JOIN US od “IN SEEKING AN IMMEDIATE MEETING 
OF SECURITY COUNCIL, 


IN. MEANTIME, AS A RESULT OF CONSULTATIONS HELD IN | ONDON TODAY, 
UK AND FRENCH GOVTS HAVE NOW ADDRESSED URGENT COMMUNICATIONS T: 
TavTS OF EGYPT AND! ISRAEL, if! THESE WE HAVE CALLED UPON BOTII 

SIDES TO STOP ALL/WARLIKE ACT!ON BY LAND, SEA AND AiR, FORTHWI i: 
aw TO WITHURAW THEIR MILITARY FORCES TO * DISTANCE Gi TEN MILES 


a 


LATIAL ¢ 
FURTHER, ''! CRDEP TO SEPARATE BELLIGERENTS AND TO GUARANTEE 
FREEDOM OF TRANSIT THROUGH CANAL BY-SHIPS OF ALL NATICNS, at oe 
WE HAVE .SKED UGYPTLAN GOVT TG AGREE THAT ANGLO-FRENCH FORCES 


SHOULD MOVE.,. TEMPORARILY =~ | REPEAT TEMPORARILY--INTO KEY POSITIONS. 
At PORT SAID, ISMAILIA, AND SUEZ, / 
ie ' 


/ 
‘ 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
-3- 2357, OCTOBER 30, fROM LONDON 


GOVTS OF EGYPT AND ISRAEL HAVE BEEN ASKED TO ANSWER THIS 
COMMUNICATION WITHIN TWELVE HOURS, 


IT HAS BEEN MADE CLEAR TO THEM THAT, IF AT THE EXPIRAT!ON OF 
THAT TIME, ONE OR BOTH HAVE NOT UNDERTAKEN TO COMPLY WITH THESE 
REQUIREMENTS, BRIT AND FRENCH FORCES WILL INTERVENE IN WHATEVER 


STRENGTH MAY BE NECESSARY TO SECURE COMPLIANCE, | WILL CONTINUE 
TO KEEP HOUSE INFORMED OF SITUATION," 


ALDRICH, 


VMM 
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— Control : eee - 
NEA Rec'd: OCTOB ‘ 
FROM: LONDON’ 2 PM . 
Info \ 
RMR 10: Seoretary of State + : | 
. OO. 
y NO: 2359, OCTOBER 30, 6 PM 2 % m ! 
o a ae 
EUR NIACT 9 a if 
L ~ > E 
Io FOLLOWING 1S TEXT OF UK-FRENCH DECLARATION DELIVERED FO m & ON "4 
z ISRAEL! AMBASSADOR AT 1630 GMT BY FONOFF AND GIVEN USSAMBASSA o © 
| Yer 1645 GMT , ee 
i MD a 
: BEGIN VERBATIM TEXT, 
ise : Ol 
| 
sane THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND FRANCE HVE oO | 
Weta TAKEN NOTE OF THE OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES BETWEEN ISRAEL 
“ta. AND EGYPT. THIS EVENT THREATENS TO DISRUPT THE FREEDOM - | 
OSD OF NAVIGATION THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL ON WHICH THE ECONOMIC j 


| ARMY LIFE OF MANY NATIONS DEPENDS, 


S 
2 
SSH 


THE GOVERNMENTS GF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND, FRANCE ARE RESOLVED 
TO DO ALL IN THEIR POWER TO BRING. ABOUT THE EARLY CESSATION 
OF HOSTILITIES AND TO SAFEGUARD THE FREE PASSAGE OF THE 
CANAL, % 


THEY ACCORDINGLY REQUEST THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL: 
(A) TO lal ALL WARLIKE — ON LAND, SEA.AND AIR FORTHWI Tid 


(B) TO WITHDRAW ALL vsnaeils MILITARY FORCES TO A DISTANCE 
10 MILES EAST OF THE CANAL, 


A COMMUNICATION HAS BEEN ADDRESSED!T@ THE GOVERNMENT 
3 OF EGYPT, REQUESTING THEM TO CEASE HOSTILITIES AND TO 
7 WITHDRAW THEIR FORCES FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF THE CANAL, 
AND 10 ACCEPT THE TEMPORARY OCCUPATION BY ANGLO-} REWCH 
FORCES OF KEY POSITIONS AT PORT SAID, ISMAILIA ANU Lodz, | 
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THE UNITED KINGDOM AND FRENCH GOVERNMENTS REQUEST AN ANSWER 
TO THIS COMMUNICATION WITHIN. 12 HOURS. IF AT THE EXPIRATION 
OF THAT TIME ONE OR BOTH GOVERNMENTS HAVE NOT UNDERTAKEN 
TO COMPLY WITH THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS, UNITED KINGDOM 
AND FRENCH FORCES WILL INTERVENT IN WHATEVER STRENGTH 
MAY BE NECESSARY TO SECURE COMPLIANCE, 


END VERBATIM TEXT. 


ALDRICH 


RAP 


4 


ég6l o3 NWI 


OFFICIAL USE QNLY 


INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State 


t 


' OFFICIAL USE ONLY 














72-35 
Action . Control: 18233 
NEA \ Rec'd: OCTOBER 30, 1956 : 
FROM: LONDON e, oo 30 195 Se RE 
Info ar . _ . =e 
7g Not : : Ss 7B 
ahi 10: Secretary of State i : = E ¢ 
= ~— _ 
SS NO: 2360, OCTOBER 30, 6 PM -; a) e 
Ct WW & = O se + | 
SP = ™m il oe! 
uy ’ a> ‘ 
ayp FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF UK=FRENCH DECLARATION DELIVERED T& i, 2 KE, 
ft, EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR AT 1630 GMT BY FONOFF AND GIVEN TOs °° Og P 
TO- US AMBASSADOR AT 1645 GMT; m Kp. 
USUN a? = oe 
Fp)» BEGIN VERBATIM TEXT \& 
TOP = 3. 
OLT 4 i : 
THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND FRANCE HAVE fe “4 g 
LOP TAKEN NOTE OF THE OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES BETWEEN ISRAEL oa 
oe AND EGYPT, THIS EVENT THREATENS TO DISRUPT THE FREEDOM oO 
08) OF NAVIGATION THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL ON WHICH THE Ol 
Anmy ECONOMIC LIFE OF MANY NATIONS DEPENDS, Ms 
AVY F 
AIR THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND FRANCE ARE y+ } 
RESOLVED TO DO ALL IN THEIR POWER TO BRING ABOUT THE w 
EARLY CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES AND TO SAFEGUARD THE FREE we 
PASSAGE OF THE CANAL, © 
' ‘ 
(HEY ACCORDINGLY REQUEST THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT; “1 
Q) 
(A) TO STOP ALL WARLIKE ACTION ON LAND, SEA AND AIR ; 
FORTHWITH; 
ae 
(B) TO WITHDRAW ALL EGYPTIAN MILITARY FORCES TO A DISTANCE W 
OF 10 MILES FROM THE CANAL, eae 
© 
(C) IN ORDER TO GUARANTEE FREEDOM OF TRANSIT THROUGH — : 
THE CANAL BY THE SHIPS OF ALL NAT-IONS AND IN ORDER TO » FY’ 
SEPARATE THE BELLIGERENTS, TO ACCEPT THE TEMPORARY OCCU- ms 
PATION BY ANGLO-FRENCH FORCES OF KEY POSITIONS AT PORT 
SAID, ISMAILIA AND SUEZ, * 
THE UNITED KINGDOM AND FRENCH GOVERNMENTS REQUEST AN 
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-2- 2360, OCTOBER 30, 6 PM FROM LONDON 
ANSWER TO THIS COMMUNICATION WITHIN 12 HOURS, IF AT THE 
EXPIRATION OF THAT TIME ONE OR BOTH GOVERNMENTS HAVE NOT 
UNDERTAKEN TO COMPLY WITH THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS, 
UNITED KINGDOM AND FRENCH FORCES WILL INTERVENE IN 
WHATEVER STRENGTH MAY BE NECESSARY TO SECURE COMPLIANCE, 


A SIMILAR COMMUNICATION HAS BEEN SENT TO THE GOVERNMENT 
OF ISRAEL, 


END VERBATIM TEXT, 
ALDR1| CH 
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wae Wms =e 4a _Control 178 : 
EUR & ~~ ft TT ORec'd: ~~ QCTOBER 30, 195 
FROM: PARIS C 5:52 AM 


RMR. 10; Secretary of State 


Terywe) 


ae ‘ ge 
4 NO: 2046, OCTOBER 30 7 a 
SP ts sie: 
Nea PRIORITY | 7 eee 
ia i 
TO WHILE ISRAELI ATTACK DOMINATES HEADLINES TH!S “iJRNING, . 
P MAJORITY PRESS HAS NOT HAD TIME FORMULATE COMMENTS, Pe 
a ATTITUDES TAKEN GENERALLY FAVORABLE ISREALIS, e 
Sur FABIAN] ON FRONT PAGE COMBAT NOTES TURNING FRENLH a oo 
CONSULATES AND MOBILIZATION ARAB FORCES, THEN ASKS:" DOES & 
OCR EISENHOWER PREACH MODERATION TO ARABS? NO, HE ADDRESSES ca 
USIA HIMSELF TO ISRAEL", CONSIDERS US-UK- FRENCH Je 
oan CONFERENCE AS USELESS,” AIMED ONLY AT ABSORBTION OF- ARAB BLOC Oo 
ARMy BY US AND AT PROTECTION ARAMCO INTERESTS. - 
NAVY 
ATR  FRANC-TIREUR SAYS THAT IF EGYPT TAKES HOSTILE ACTIONS AGAINST 
FRENCH NATIONALS" FRANCE WILL NO LONGER’ CONTENT ITSELF WITH "an 
REPARATIONS AND EXCUSES; SHE WILL REPLY, IF NECESSARY , BY 
FORCE", 
MASSIP IN LEAD STORY IN FIGARO SAYS ATTACK NO SURPRISE; 
ISRAEL CONSIDERED WASHINGTON ATTITUDE AS ANNOUNCEMENT oH 


ABANDONMENT ; WEAKNESS WEST ON SUEZ DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE 

ANY ISRAELI WILLINGNESS ACCEPT ADVICE OR COUNSELS OF PRUDENCE, 
CONCLUDES DESPITE US DESIRE SEIZE SECUTITY COUNCIL, AT RATE 
EVENTS MOVING DIPLOMATIC ACTION BEING QUICKLY OUT-STRIPPED. 


FIGARO HAS SMALL INNER STORY QUOTING DEFENSE MINISTER 
BOURGES-MAUNOURY AS SAYING SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT TENSION 
HAS NOT CEASED MOUNT IN RECENT DAYS, FRANCE KNEW EGYPTIAN 
TROOPS WERE BEING REINFORCED AT ISRAELI BORDER, GRAVE EVENTS 
FORESEEN. TO BE PREPARED ALL EVENTUALITIES, FRENCH TROOPS 

IN CYPRUS PLACED IN STATE" REINFORCED ALERT", THEY READY 
FACE ANY SITUATION, 


DILLON 
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Io Jordan Ambassador Haikal commenting on Israeli penetratign 3S oO 
P Egyptian territory, said today he believed Israel had three 1 
UOP goals in view: to seize and occupy Suez Canal zone with Ol 
Oo French complicity; to crush Egyptian government thereby oO 
ONT automatically weakening Jordan government and resulting in ol 
occupation by Israel of west’ bank; to enlarge Israeli frontiers 0) 
a and permanently subdue its Arab neighbors. i 
OC 
OTA Haikal was convinced of French complicity, deduction made from 1 
OSD French political orientation "since 1952" as well as various a | 
ARMY items including announcement yesterday's press that Israeli wo ; 
{AVY Foreign Minister,;Meir would visit Paris November 4 to confer oO 
ERC: French government officials. Haikal not convinced of Britain 
complicity. 
Israeli. timing of attack carefully planned, Haikal said, to | . ‘ 
coincide with Russia's preoccupation Hungary, British and ’ 
French differences with Egypt over Suez, and forthcoming ; 
elections in US. I! 
Although Haikal obviously unaware his government intentions, 
said Jordan troops were committed as of moment Israel crossed 
Egyptian frontier. Did not have any views on whether UK 
would come to Jordan's aid or under what circumstances. 
Re Jordan Parliament's decision sever diplomatic relations with 
France, published French press, Haikal said his government i 
not obligated follow parliamentary decision. He had no th 
indication Jordan government would recall him. | 
Haikal opened and concluded conversation with impassioned plea | i 
. @ for US "to stop war“. Spoke with admiration of President's . 
statement and attempts intervene with Ben Gurion. Said that US | 
could win respect and gratitude entire Arab world by putting 
end to conflict. France, Haikal said, had no appreciation 
diplomacy, knew only force, and was now in ago plunging | 
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IO Foreign Office informs us re Suez situation that although ag! 

Pp yet no high level determination of Federal Government attitude ~ ee 
UOP has been made, Foreign Office press division has been instr gted ~ 
OLI reply to press inquiries concerning Federal Government attt de 

;, along}following lines: 

on News of developments in Suez ae has been received in gove nt ;= 
OTA circles with concern. Since basic attitude of the Federal aes 


OSD Government is that. international conflict should be settled by ae 
ARMy Peaceful means only, Bonn is hopeful that United Nations will be - 
NAVY successful in its efforts to preserve peace. 
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P TEL AVIV, TUNIS, RABAT, ALGIERS UNNUMBERED pS 
ree 
ot FROM VARIOUS DISCUSSIONS WITH (#) PRELIMINARY PUBLIC REACTION = 
ISRAEL INVASION OF EGYPT: 0) 
\ His n 
‘SIA 1. AS IN CASE ARREST FIVE ALGERIAN REBELS, THERE !S UM- 
ve QUESTIONED SATISFACTION iN FIRST INSTANCE, DIRECT SLOW Al a 
-apMy  NASSER PARTICULARLY WELL-RECEIVED, o 
NAVY 
AY 2. THERE ARE WIDESPREAD RUMORS IMMINENT FRENCH AND BRITISH 
LANDINGS IN EGYPT, PUBLIC OPINION WOULD SUPPORT /SUCH MILITARY 
“OPERATIONS NOW PERHAPS EVEN MORE THAN AT TIME ORIGINAL SUEZ 
CRISIS, WE FEEL, BECAUSE OF EXTREME ANNOYANCE NOTHING EFFECTI ve 
DONE AGAINST NASSER THEN. 
3. ATTITUDE TOWARDS US SEEMS TO BE THAT WE PREVENTED EFFECTIVE. 
WESTERN POLICY BEFORE SO IT WAS INCUMBENT ON FRANCE AND BRITAIN 
GO IT ALONE NOW, “THERE 1S GENERAL BELIEF US WILL ADOPT 
STRONGLY ANTI-ISRAEL POLICY. THERE 1S LIKEWISE SOME COMMENT 
ALONG LINES US HARDLY IN POSITION ADOPT MORAL .JUDGMENT AGAIN 
\SRAELI AGRESSION BECAUSE US HAS ABANDONED 17S MORAL POSI7 {civ 
. REFUSAL HELP HUNGARIAN PATRIOTS, Cc 
2) 
4. -FHERE 1S NU RPT NO LNTEREST IN WHAT ACTION’ UN MAY 1 AKt =k 
’ THOUGH GENERALLY BELIEVED FRANCE WILL’ REFUSE ACCEPT ANY ANTI. =i 
ISRAEL MOTION, cs 
5. We HAVE FOUND SOME SOURCES BELIEVE ENTIRE AFFAIR, PROBAGLY 
ee % , , 4 UNLESS "UHCLASSIFHED” 
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WITH BRITAIN AND FRANCE PARTICIPATION, WILL BE OVER IN FOUR 

DAYS WITH MILITARY DEFEAT AND DISAPPEARANCE NASSER, OVERTHROW 
PRESENT EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT 1S LEADING FRENCH OBJECTIVE, SEEMS 
- TO BE ACCEPTED THAT FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN ACTIVELY PLANNING 
AFFAIR WITH ISRAELIS (AND BRITAIN) FOR SOME WEEKS, 


6. THERE IS SOME CONCERN OVER REPERCUSSIONS NORTH AFRICA AND 
UPRISINGS AGAINST FRENCH ARE FEARED ESPECIALLY IN ALGERIA (NOV 1 
1S SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF BEGINNING OF REBELLION), THERE SELMS [Ut 
EXIST BELIEF FRANCE SHOULD NOW FOLLOW LIBERAL POLICY WITH 
MOROCCANS AND TUNISIANS (SENDING SEYDOUX BACK TO TUNIS TENDS “Br 4 
OUT THIS 1S GOVT INTENTION). HOWEVER, OTHERS TALK OF MILITAR*’ 
REOCCUPATION BOTH TUNISIA AND MOROCCO, 


7. THERE 1S CONCLUSION FRANCE SHOULD MAKE HER OWN DECISIONS ahi 
IN VIEW PROFOUND DISAPPOINTMENT OVER SUEZ UNDER NO RPT NO 
CIRCUMSTANCES DEFER TO US WISHES, 
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Initial Swedish press reaction Israeli invasion of Egypt 
strongly censures "indefensible bold venture" that might set 
whole Middle East ablaze. Even normally pro-Israeli papers, 
while recognizing pressure from Arabs, condemned Israeli 
action. Liberal DAGENS NYHETER, Jewish owned and pro-Israeli 
deplored " major systematic retaliation actions against 

Jordan and Egypt" warned that if war results, "Israel will 
appear as aggressor", and situation may result whereby "Britato. 
France, and United States will be called upon intervene against 
Israel and side by side with Egyptian dictator". Liberal 
STOCKHOLMS-TIDNINGEN under caption "an act oi madness’ wrote 
that Israel had broken armistice and -violated treaties and UN 
Charter. Semi-official Social Democratic MORGON-TIDNINGEN 
noted that constant Egyptian frontier attacks have cost many 
Tsraeli lives and kept Israeli nation in nervous suspense, but 
questioned whether retaliatory tattics would lead to satisfactor: 
result from either Israeli or world peate viewpoint. Fearing 
that spark could cause catastrophe it warned that "heavy re- 
sponsibility" falls on anyone who gives rise to such sparks. 
Conservative SVENSKA DAGBLADET while trying to understand 
Israels apparent: desperate decision to employ its present 
relatively high military might to prevent a deadly threat later 
on, wrote "its action will stand forth as a challenge to a great 
section of world opinion," and warned that rather than pursus a 
successful preventative war Israel may prove that old saying of 
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what happens to him who lives by the sword. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE ; 


Manswandliin of Conversation 


~ 


DATE: October 30, 1956 


SUBJECT: Israeli Invasion of LIypt. 


‘ 


PARTICIPANTS: “ir. Fe Je Blakeney, Charge d'Affaires, a.i., Australian Embassy 
“re Je C. Ingram, Second Secretary, -.ustralian fimbassy 


NEA = Mrs J. Lamoton Berry 
NE - Mr. ilaurice S. Rice 


COPIES TO: OLI(2ec); NEA(2ec); NE(3ec); SPA(cc) 
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Mr. Berry received Mr. Blakeney at 3:00 o'clock instead of Mr. Rountree ’ as 
who was occupied in the Secretary's office. pas O 

Mr. Blakeney said he sought information on the latest developments con- t 
cerning Israel's invasion of Egypt and the British-French ultimatum. lir. WN 
Berry said we have received little information on the hostilities and no offi- © 
cial notice of the ultimatum. Further, he said, the US had no previous know=- Ci 
ledge of the latter action. U: 

v Mr. Blakeney said it appeared to him that today's developments in the SC 
had been overtaken by the British-French move and that another effort in the 
SC would have to be taken if Egypt and Israel reject the ultimatum. 

Mr. Blakeney then asked for “Mr. Berry's views on Israel's purpose in ey ON 
launching its invasion. Mr. Berry; replied that there is no hard estimate on \ 
this point, but his personal belief is that Israel would not have gone as far . x 
as she has for a limited objective. They must want the downfall of Nasser, 5. 
he said. a. 

r rt XX 

My. Blakeney said he -had read much press speculation that Britain, France 4 « 

and Isfael are acting on a coordinated plan. Mr. Berry replied that there i 
Twas evidence that the French might have Known in advance of the Israeli attack, 
1He_then referred to a conversation Ambassador Aldrich had hadfwith Selwyn é ‘ 

Lloydj Sunday; night which indicated that Lloyd might not have Rad prior know- , ~ 

f Israel's plans. } i 
) / wo v, 

« 
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lir. Blakeney asked what ir, erry regarded as the main disadvantage 
of the Israeli attack, Mr. Berry said from the US standpoint we have 
wanted from the outset a settlement of the Suez question without having 
the Israeli-Arab issue beclouding tiie issue. Now, he added, the vroblem 
is further complicated. 


iir, Blakeney then said it was most important that he see lir. Rountree 
during the next 2 hours. Mr. Kerry said he would tell Mr. Rountree of 
his request. 
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The following draft message to the President of the Security 
Council was telephoned to Ambassador Lodge" s.office on October 30: 
Excellency: 

The Governments of the United Kingdom and the United 
States‘ have received information to 'the effect that in 
violation of the armistice agreement between Israel and 
Egypt, the, armed forces of Israel have penetrated deeply 
into Egyptian territory. This military action commenced 
October 29 and is continuing in the Sinai area. The 
situation makes imperative an immediate meeting of the 
Security Council, charged as it is with the primary 
responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security 


as well as responsibility for the observance of the Armistice Tl 
} 


IGOE- o | OAL ‘fl? 


Agreement. 
We have the honor, therefore, in behalf of our 


Governments to request you to convene a meéting of the 


£97 fF 1 SAV 


Security Council as soon-as possible to consider ''The 
Palestine Question: Steps for the Immediate Cessation of 
the Military Action of Israel against Egypt''. 


Accept, etc. a qhe Director of s/S. - 


Officies Use Or-- ! Fish Howe 
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Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, jk 


TO ; NEA — Mr. Rountree . DATE: October 30, 1956 


FROM : SOA = W, Nieman . 


supyect: Call of Pakistan Ambassador at 12:00 noon October 30 


The Pakistan Ambassador has requested an appointment to see you 
to obtain the Department's reaction to recent developments in the 
Middle Fast, particularly with respect to reported clashes between 
o& the Israelis and the Egyptians. Ambassador Ali has no instructions 
~~ * but is anxious to inform his Government of the Department's views on 
7 oo" ? current Middle East devel opments 
4 -4 J 


You may wish to take this opportunity to mention to the Pakistan . 
Adibassador our concern at the recent public statements of the Pakistan 
Foreign Minister naming India as Pakistan's "principal enemy", and 
justifying Pakistan's membership in the SEATO and Baghdad Pacts on the 
seomte ae of Pekistan's need for a "posture of strength" against India 


co 


f 


Ambassador Hildreth on the Department's instructions recently 
ee Stee these lines to the Prime Minister of Pakistan (Tabs B 
and ° 
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‘Tab A - New Delhi telegram 988; eG 

{ Tab B - Department's telegram 864 to Karachi. ; 1 3 

Tab C - Karachi telegram 1058. > m4 
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— Rec'd: OCTOBER 30, 1956 
FROM: LONDON , 8:21 PM 


/ 


10; Secretary of State 


NO: 2372, OCTOBER 31 Pl amb rel 


NIACT 


CALLING ON ISRAEL AND EGYPT WITHDRAW FROM SUEZ CANAL. 
OPPOSITION ATTACKED GOVTS RECKLESS -ACTION -IN BYPASSING 
UN, PARTICULARLY CRITICAL OF FAILURE CONSULT US, PARLIAMENT {: 
SUPPORTED GOVT, AS EXPECTED !N DIVISION CALLED GAITSKELL, 
270-216, 






| 


EDEN PROVIDED LITTLE FURTHER INFO RE ANGLO-FRENCH 
INTENTIONS IN EVENT EGYPTIANS, ISRAELIS IGNORED CALL TO 
WITHDRAW FROM “CANAL, BASED ARGUMENT MAiNLY ON WHAT HE 
TERMED NECESSITY PROTECT BRITISH INTERESTS AND SHIPPING IN 
CANAL ZONE, STATED TRIPARTITE PACT OF 1950 NOT RPT NOT 
MATERIAL, SINCE EGYPT HAD NEVER RECOGNIZED AND HAD IN FACT 
FREQUENTLY ATTACKED, LLOYD, IN ANSWER ROBENS QUESTIONS 

RE EXTENT CONSULTATION WITH US, STATED HMG IN CLOSE 
COMMUNICATION WITH USG BUT BOTH BRITISH AND FRENCH RESERVED 
RIGHT TAKE INDEPENDENT ACTION WHERE THGiIR INTERESTS CONCERNED, 





a 
~ 


OPPOSITION DEMANDED EDEN PROMISE REFRAIN FROM MILITARY 
ACTION PENDING SC DECISION, WHEN EDEN DECLARED INTENTION 


MAINTAIN FREEDOM OF ACTION TO TAKE SUCH MEASURES AS SAW FUT s 
GAITSKELL CALLED FOR DIVISION. 


SEVERAL OPPOSITION SPEAKERS EXPRESSED DOUBTS |SRAEL|I 
ATTACK IN ANY WAY THREAT TO CANAL, THEREFORE DID NOT 
RPT NOT JUSTIFY BRITISH-FRENCH OCCUPATION. { 


CABINET REPORTED MEETING AFTER COMMONS SESSION TO 


‘CONSIDER REPLY TO PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL MESSAGE APPEAL ING 


FOR PEACEFUL SOLUTION. | | 
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The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 


File Designation = 





In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 

available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 
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il Rec'd: ao tes 
sei FROM: RIO DE JANEIRO , ie Be 312 19968 # | 
Info 2 
1/s 10; United States Information Agency \ 
ie NO: TOUSI 138, OCTOBER 31 : 
IOP . 
IUP/LN $ 
eee JOINT USIA-STATE MESSAGE, | : 
ee IN RIO PRESS ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN SITUATION TODAY TOOK PRECEDENCE OVERS . 
Tab EASTERN EUROPEAN EVENTS ALTHOUGH ‘LATTER CONTINUE TO RECEIVE HEAVY a 
Ian NEWS AND EDITORIAL ATTENTION. E 
TAE/X o 
ad SINCE TOO EARLY FOR SIGNIFICANT EDITORIAL REACTION TO NEAR BAST NEWS 
HEADLINES ARE PRINCIPAL CLUES TO PRESS ATTITUDE, IN SECOND EDITION? 
CIA OF MORNING CORREICG DA MANHA CARRIED TOP & COLUMN HEADLINE SAYING 0 
» OCB "PARACHUTISTS LEAVE TO OCCUPY SUEZ", THIS BASED ON UP ITEM FROM BS 
OSD LONDON, AMONG OTHER PAGE ONE ITEMS WERE REPORT THAT FRANCE AND > 
GREAT BRITAIN HAD VETOED BOTH U.S, AND RUSSIAN RESOLUTIONS IN = 
STAT SECURITY COUNCIL AND THAT EISENHOWER HAD APPEALED TO ENGLAND AND O 
RVR - FRANCE NOT TO USE FORCE IN MIDDLE EAST CRISIS, 1 
AR. W 
i DIARIO DE NOTICIAS TOP HEADLINE SAID "ENGLAND AND FRANCE AID INVASTON 
P BY ISRAEL", FOREIGN NEWS COMMENTATOR SAME PAPER CONCLUDED THAT 
OLI BEN GURION'S ACTION IN INVADING EGYPT WAS PROTECTED, IF NOT STIMU- 


LATED, AND THAT IT WAS NOT A MATTER OF CHANCE, THIS, IT WAS POINTED 
OUT, IS WHAT ENGLAND AND FRANCE HAVE WANTED, MEANWHILE BEN GURION 
CAN COUNT ON DELAY OR PARALYSIS OF U.S. ACTION DUE TO INTERNAL o 
FORCES INCLUDING ELECTIONS, ” 
O JORNAL COMMENTATOR TOOK SIMILAR LINE IN ANALYZING POLITICAL AND > 
MILITARY STRATEGY OF SITUATION, WRITER CONCLUDES THATASRAEL 1S nor 
_---bARRYING OUT A SUICIDAL LONE-WOLF CAMPAIGN AIMED TO CQYQUMR EGYPT, ~ 
- : 
oc E O GLOBO PLAYED WAR NEWS PAGE ONE UNDER HEADLINE SSA¥GNG 
_ "POWERFUL FRANCO-BRITISH NAVAL FORCES IN MOTION TO DISSBMBARK AT 
SUEZ": PAPER GAVE SECOND POSITION TO UP DESPATCH FROM WASHINGTON 
“UNDER HEADLINE "U,S, WILL NOT BECOME INVOLVED IN WAR." PAPER ALSO 
REPORTED INTERVIEW WITH EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR BRAZIL’ WHO QUOTED 
_.- SAYING "IN SPITE OF TALK OF PEACE ISRAEL HAS BEEN PREPARING FOR “WAR 
FOR LONG TIME," 


—_ 


IN PAGE ONE EDITORIAL TRIBUNA DA IMPRENSA SAID THAT WHILE EVENTS *- 


HUNGARY AND UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
-2- TOUS! 138, OCTOBER 31, FROM RIO DE JANEIRO 


HUNGARY AND SUEZ PLUNGE WORLD INTO ATMOSPHERE OF IMMINENT WAR WITH 
U.S. PARALYZED BY ELECTIONS, IT DOES NOT BELIEVE WAR WILL BECOME 
GENERAL, PAPER CONCLUDED FRANCO-BRITISH ACTION IN SUEZ CASE MERITS 
RESPECT SINCE THOSE COUNTRIES FIGHT..FOR PRESERVATION OF LEGI- 
TiIMATE INTERESTS, 


EDITORIALS CONTINUE ON HUNGARIAN REVOLT. IN EDITORIAL TITLED 
"PRICE OF LIBERTY" O GLOBO REFERRED TO MOSCOW'S ATTEMPT TO TAKE 
OVER GUATEMALA AND POINTED OUT THAT WHAT HAPPENED IN HUNGARY 
DEMONSTRATES PRICE THAT MUST BE PAID BY CITIZENS WHEN BOLSHEVIKS 
GAIN FOOTHOLD, 


O JORNAL EDITORIAL PRAISED BRAZILIAN FOREIGN OFFICE ACTION IN 
DEPLORING INTERVENTION OF SOVIET TROOPS IN HUNGARY, PAPER CONCLUDED 
"AMERICAN REPUBLICS CANNOT BE SILENT IN FACE OF WHAT IS HAPPENING 
IN HUNGARY AND BRAZIL, ALWAYS A PIONEER IN FIGHT AGAINST INTER- 
VENTIONS, MUST ACT AS IT DID, PLACING ITSELF AMONG THE FIRST TO 
APPLAUD CALLING SECURITY COUNCIL TO MANIFEST AGAINST INVASION OF 
MAGYAR SOIL BY RUSSIAN COMMUNISTS," 


VEBBER 
TJl 


se 


UNCLASSIFIED 


a Department of State 


[i ctaace To CONFIDENTIAL 


Classification 


Amem ta 3 i) 
sent to: ABSLBSSY pedSlBe 3/975 
Amembassy LUXEMBOURG 3 
Amembassy PARIS TOPOL _7O# 






















Origin cians 
Amembassy THE HAGUE 789 
8 Amembassy ROME (£%3/ 
Elbrick today reviewed Middle East developments with 
Dutchy Belgian and Luxembourg Ambassadors. He acknowledged 
e U.S. and 
seriousness fact deep differences exist between/French- 
British on this issue. He emphasized desirability attempting 
to minimize to extent possible any adverse effect this 
' continues place 
divergence on Western alliance, Stated U.S./pi&mmzx be 
importancé¢ on NATO relationship. Commented on most ne 
unfortunate fact that Middle East developments limited — 
Western ability exploit situation in Eastern Europe. . 
104) 
In separate conversation Counselor Italian Embassy; . 
E > 
voiced to Department officer deep concern re possible effect “~< 
Dist. Beh — 
on Middle East developments on NATO unity and strength. oy 
ment officer commented along foregoing lines to Counse Og 
Ol 
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BUR ba te 
NEA australian Labor Party today announced unanimous aap ae 
‘: ; . resolution summarized as Roe LENE . & 
. co 
aa _ « 1. Strongly condemns threats for force to E:ypt and Israel W 
P . and use of force pursuance ultimatum. > By 
i. 2. Opines that object of ultimatum was acquisition Suez. = | 
OL %. Repudiate Menzies’ Suez speech and point of contrary t :" 
OCB UN Charter. st 
i 
oe 4. Agree UD Labor, Party attitude in condemning ultimatum. Co 


OSD 5. Demand immediate reconsideration by eight GA or SC. 


NAVY 6. Will oppose attempts of government to envolve Australia ne 
in Suez war. U) 
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FROM: San Salvador a 





TO: Secretary of State 6 
NO: 146, November 1, 5 p.m. 


Foreign Office spontandously expressed warm applause US lacie Ly 
United Nations on Israeli-Egyptian issue. 
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= JOINT USIA STATE MESSAGE 

U4 VIN SECOND DAY INTERNATIONAL CRISIS OVER SUEZ RIO PRESS BEGINS WHOW 

IAE/X ATTITUDE BOTH IN NEWS AND EDITORIALSM PRESIDENT EISENHOWER'S $ 

TAN RADIO-TV ADDRESS RECEIVED GOOD PLAY, BUT SECONDARY TO NEWS COVER ING? | 

IBS . ACTION IN EGYPT. CORREIO DA MANHA PLAYED STORY STRAIGHT WITH LIBERAL 
QUOTES UNDER ‘HEAD SAYING "U.S. WILL NOT PARTICIPATE IN MIDDLE ~~ 
EAST FIGHT", , . a 

CIA o 

OCB ¢ 


DIARIO DE NOTICIAS CARRIED ITEM FROM LONDON DESCRIBING OPPOS|TiONO*~ 
TO EDEN'S POLICY IN HOUSE OF COMMONS .UNDER HEAD "EDEN SABOTAGED 


73 WORLD PEACE", SAME NEWSPAPER SAID IN INTERNATIONAL NEWS COMMENTAR@ 
RMR THAT FRANCO-BRITISH ACTION WAS AMORAL AND MEANT RETURN OF COLON! AQQSM 
ARA ni 
EUR = COMMENT CONCLUDED; "AGAIN U.S. SHOWS ITSELF IN STATURE OF ITS > 
_ RESPONSIBILITIES BY REPROVING METHODS OF ISRAEL, ENGLAND AND FRANCE, " 
S S H ‘ ah 

G O JORNAL SAID EDITORIALLY THAT WHILE ACTION OF FRANCE AND ENGLANDI 
UOP IN OCCUPYING SUEZ MAY NOT FIND SUPPORT IN INTERNATIONAL TREATIES 
OLI AND ACCORDS IT HAS ITS LOGIC, PAPER CONCLUDED: "U.S. OCCUPIED wi 


ELECTIONS AND RUSSIA GRAVELY DISTURBED BY UPRISING OF SATELLITES, 
DO NOT HAVE TIME OR TASTE TO GO BEYOND GIVING ADVICE." 


TRIBUNA DA IMPRENSA SAID EDITORIALLY THAT FRANCO-BRITISH ACTION ~ - 
MERITS RESPECT SINCE THOSE COUNTRIES FIGHT FOR PRESERVATION OF pl 


LEGITIMATE INTERESTS, ~ 
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NY ACT 


PRESIDENTIAL HANDLING 

SHEPILOV THIS AFTERNCCN HANDED ME A LETTER SIGNED BY 
BULGANIN ADDRESSED TO THE FRESIDENT, SUGGESTING IN ESSENCE 
THAT US AND SOVIET UNION SHOULD JOIN ITS FORCES WITHIN THE 
FRAMEWORK ad TRE UN a BRING ABOUT A HALT VO THE AGGRESSION ! 
AGAINST EGYPT, SH=PILOV, Ny HANDING ME THE COMMUNICATION, 
CEL TRA NSLATICN OF Welt CH WILL BE IN IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
TELEGRAM, STATED THAT ALTHOUGH THE UN HAD SHOWN ACTIVITY 





THE LAST WEEK, THE WAR SWILL WENT ON IN EGYPT AND JF THE US eS 
AND THE SOVIET UNION COULD WOIN TOGETHER THEY CCJLD WITHIN J 
THE FRAMEWORK OF Tih UN BRING A HALT TC THIS AGGRESSION AND 

RESTCRE PEACE IN TRE MIDDLE FAST, ha 


i ASKED MQ, SHEPILCOY WHAT KE MEANT BY “WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK ~\ 
OF THE UN*, AND KE REPLIED THAT ANY DECISIONS WOULD BE TAKEN 

WITHIN ITS FRAMEWCRK AND HE HAD SENT, AS INOICATED IN THE LETTER, ~*R 
SIMILAR eee TIONS TO HAMMARSKUROLD AND THE PRESIDENT 

SECURITY SCOUNGIL 4 | ASKED HIM IF SOVIET GOVERNMENT WAS SERIOUSLY C 


SUGGESTING THAT THE US SHOULD VSE ARMED FORCE AGAINST ENGLAND 
AND FRANCE, HE REFLIED TAA) WAS NOT BEING PROPCSED AND WOULD NA 
™~ 
Ss 
) 





wOT BE NECESSARY i ts iS AND. USSR WOULD MAKE PLAIN THEIR 
CF 


SDETERMINATION® 70 SEE Ti. ¢IGHTiNG COME TO A HALT IN THE 
\ MIDDLE BAST, 1 Te D HiM | SOSLD NOT COMMENT ON SO SERIOUS 
A MATTER BUT WOULD SEND THF PROPOSAL IMMEDIATELY TO THE . 
, PRESIDENT, : p 4 \ 
ALTHOUGH 4 DID NO KAISE WITH HIM QUESTION PUBLICATION, \ 
IN VIEW RECON? RACKGROUND THAT QUESTION, SINCE HE HAS SENT T\ 
{ GOMM INE CAT | ON" TIN | ATSUMT PUBLICATION WILL TAKE PLACE 
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THERE FOLLOWS TEXT BULGANIN LETTER TO PRESIDENT. 


BEGIN TEXT. 


, 
" 





MOSCOW, KREMLIN, NOV 5, 195€. DEAR MR PRESIDENT. 


IN ALARMING AND RESPONS|IBLE MOMENT FOR CAUSE GENERAL PEACE | 
APPEAL TO YOU IN NAME SOVIET GOVT. 


AND ISRAEL, WHICH IS SUBSERVIENT TO WILL EXTERNAL FORCES, 

ATTACKED EGYPT WITHOUT ANY CAUSE, CAUSING DEATH AND DESTRUCTION. 
INHUMANE BOMBARDMENTS BY ENGL|SH AND FRENCH AVIATION OF EGYPTIAN 
AERODROMES, PORTS, INSTALLATIONS, CITIES, CENTERS OF POPULATION 

ARE TAKING PLACE. ANGLO-FRENCH TROOPS. HAVE LANDED ON EGYPTIAN , “<\ 
TERRITORY. FROM,.FIRE OF OCCUPIERS HAVE PERISHED HUGE TREASURES “€ 


CREATED BY WORK OF EGYPTIAN PEOPLE, FROM DAY TO DAY HUMAN : 
SACRIFICES ARE INCREASING, BEFORE EYES WHOLE WORLD |S UNFOLDING & 
> 
\ 


™ 
WEEK HAS ALREADY PASSED SINCE ARMED FORCES ENGLAND, FRANCE ~) 


AGGRESSIVE WAR AGAINST EGYPT, *AGAINST ARAB PEOPLES, WHOSE ONLY 
FAULT CONSISTS OF FACT THAT THEY ARE DEFENDING THEIR FREEDOM 
AND INDEPENDECE. 
SATUATION IN EGYPT REQUIRES IMMEDIATE AND MOST-DECISIVE j 

| CTIONS ON PART UN. IF SUCH ACTIONS ARE NOT UNDERTAKEN, UN 


“4 
(LL- LOSE IN EYES Pa en satalas +¥TS PRESTIGE AND WILL COLLAPSE. AN 


SOVIET UNION AND U. MY ARE PERMANENT MEMBERS OF SECURITY COUNCIL & 
AND ARE TWO GREAT POWERS POSSESSING ALL CONTEMPORARY FORMS OF 
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ARMAMENTS, INCLUDING. ATOM AND HYDROGEN WEAPONS. ON US LIES 
SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY TO PUT STOP TO WAR AND TO RESTORE PEACE 
AND TRANQUILLLTY TO AREA OF NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST. 


WE ARE CONVINCED THAT IF GOVTS OF USSR AND USA FIRMLY ANNOUNCE 
THEIR WILL TO GUARANTEE PEACE AND WILL CONDEMN AGGRESSION THEN 


AGGRESSION WILL BE TERMINATED AND THERE WILL BE NQ.WAR. 


MR PRESIDENT, IN THESE THREATENING HOURS WHEN. HIGHEST ee 

OF MORALITY, BASES AND OBJECTIVES OF UN ARE BEING SUBJECTED TO 

AN ORDEAL, SOVIET GOVT TURNS TO GOVT OF U.S. WITH PROPOSAL FOR CLOSE 
COOPERATION TO STOP AGGRESSION AND TERMINATE FURTHER BLOOD-SHED. 


U.S. HAS IN AREA OF MEDITERRANEAN SEA A STRONG NAVAL FLEET. 
SOVIET UNION ALSO HAS STRONG NAVAL FLEET AND POWERFUL AVIATION 
UNITED AND, URGENT USE OF THESE MEANS ON PART OF U.S. AND SOVIET 
UNION IN ACCORDANCE WITH DECISION OF UN WOULD BE REL! ABLE GUARANTEE 
OF TERMINATION OF AGGRESSION AGAINST EGYPTIAN aad AGA | NST 
COUNTRIES OF ARAB EAST. 

OVIET GOVT APPEALS TO GOVT OF U.S. TO UNITE THELR EFFORTS ms 
power ADOPTING. “DEC IST VE” MEASURES TO TERMINATE AGGRESSION. 


SOVIET GOVT ALREADY HAS APPEALED TO SECURITY COUNCIL AND EXTRA- 
ORDINARY SPECIAL SESSION OFS “GENERAL! ASSEMBEY WITH APPROPRI ATE 
PROPOSALS. His Wee 
SOry 

SUCH JOINT STEPS OF U.S. AND SOVIET UNION WOULD NOT THREATEN 
INTERESTS OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE. POPULAR MASSES OF ENGLAND AND 
FRANCE DO NOT WANT WAR, JUST AS MUCH AS OUR PEOPLES, THEY DESIRE 
PRESERVATION PEACE. ALSO MANY OTHER GOVTS ALONG WITH ENGLAND 
AND FRANCE ARE INTERESTED IN IMMEDIATE PACIFICATION AND RESTOR- 
ATION OF NORMAL FUNCTIONING SUEZ ‘CANAL DISRUPTED BY MILITARY 
ACTIONS. AGGRESSION AGAINST EGYPT WAS BY NO MEANS UNDERTAKEN 


FOR SAKE OF FREEDOM Ch WercatEbnccasie SUEZ ‘CANAL WHICH WAS 


GUARANTEED. PERATIC LEASHED FOR PURPOSE OF RESTORING 


a 
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COLONIAL ORDER IN EAST WHICH HAD BEEN OVERTHROWN BY PEOPLES. 
IF THIS WAR IS NOT STOPPED, IT IS FRAUGHT WITH DANGER AND 
CAN GROW INTO THIRD WORLD WAR. 


IF SOVIET UNION AND U.S.A. SUPPORT VICTIM OF AGRESSION, THEN 

OTHER MEMBER=GOVERNMENTS OF UN WILL UNITE WITH THEM IN THESE - 
EFFORTS. AT SAME TIME AUTHORITY UN WILL BE INCREASED TO SIGNIFICANT 
DEGREE, PEACE WILL BE RESTORED AND STRENGTHENED. 


SOVIET GOVT IS PREPARED TO ENTER INTO IMMEDIATE NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH GOVT U.S.-ON PRACTICAL EXECUTION OF PROPOSALS PRESENTED 
ABOVE IN ORDER THAT EFFECTIVE ACTIONS IN INTERESTS PEACE 
COULD BE UNDERTAKEN IN NEAREST FUTURE. 


IN THIS TENSE MOMENT OF HISTORY WHEN FATE OF ALL ARAB EAST ALONG 
WITH THAT FATE OF WORLD JS BEING DECIDED, | AWAIT FAVORABLE ANSWER 
FROM YOU. 

SINCERELY, 

(SIGNED) N. BULGANIN 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY 

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

WASHINGTON. 

END TEXT 
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IT 1S HARDLY LIKELY THAT SOVIET GOVT ANTICIPATES ANY POSSIBI- 
LITY THAT THEIR PROPOSAL FOR JOINT ACTION BRING FIGHTING MIDDLE 
EAST TO.HALT WOULD BE ACCEPTED BY THE U.S. GOVT, AND THEREFORE 
PURPOSE BEHIND THIS ACTION SHOULD BE SOUGHT ELSEWHERE. 


1}. ‘IN LARGE PART, IF NOT ENTIRELY, PROPOSAL IS MOTIVATED BY Oo 
DESIRE THROUGH SPECTACULAR PROPOSAL THIS NATURE TO DIVERT WORLD 
ATTENTION FROM SOVIET ACTION HUNGARY AND PROVIDE SOVIET PROPA- ~) 
GANDA WITH ADDITIONAL QUESTION TO AGITATE. 


2. HOWEVER, IN EXTREMELY TENSE. SITUATION BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD : 
BE IMPRUDENT TO DI'SMISS THIS MERELY AS AN EMPTY PROPAGANDA 
GESTURE « 


3- EGYPTIAN RESISTANCE HAS LASTER NOW OVER A WEEK AND AS IND TED 
EMBTEL 1027 POSSIBILITY SOVIET INVOLVEMENT WOULD BE RELATED IN ro 
PART TO DURATION EGYPTIAN RESISTANCE. 


4. SOVIET UNION IN ACTION AGAINST HUNGARY HAS CASUT ASIDE — 
ANY PRETENSE TO MORAL RESPONSIBILITY AND THIS FACT MAY INCREASE ™ 
WILLINGNESS TO RISK MORE HAZARDOUS ACTION IN MIDDLE EAST THAN  * 
WOULD NORMALLY HAVE BEEN CASE. ry 
nr 


5. | DO NOT SEE SOVIET UNION DELIBERATELY STARTING WORLD WAR 
111 AND REFERENCE TO ATOMIC AND HYDROGEN WEAPONS IN COMMUNICAT!ON nN 
MAY BE MERELY DESIGNED TO ENHANCE DRAMATIC EFFECT OF PROPOSAL, 
\ BUT SOME FORM OF ASSISTANCE TO EGYPT APPEARS MORE LIKELY THAN fi 
IT DID AT INITIATION BRITISH AND FRENCH ACTION. AS ALREADY A 
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REPORTED EMBTEL 1060, THERE WAS STRONG SMELL OF SOME MILITARY ~ 
DEAL IN UYRAIN TALKS HERE , AND THREAT TO !RAN IS ALWAYS PRESENT. 


NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF SOVIET PROPOSAL BUT RATHER IN SPITE OF IT EVERY 
CONS'!DERATION OF W!SDOM WOULD INDICATE SPEEDY CEASE FIRE 

BY BRIT!SH AND FRENCH IF, TH!S COULD BE BROUGHT ABOUT WITHOUT 
REFERENCE TO SOVIET PROPOSAL; IF BRITISH AND FRENCH COULD BE 
itNDUCED TO DECLARE CEASE FIRE IMMEDIATELY THIS WOULD UNDERCUT 
EFFECT SOVIET PROPOSAL AND EL!MINATE WHAT ELEMENT OF REAL DANGER 
INVOLVED IN SOVIET ATTITUDE TOWARD MIDDLE EAST HOSTILITIES. 
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In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
“restricted. -Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 
available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 
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UOP fienry LaBbouisse Dirgen UNRWA just returned from trip to , <a 4 
0 Gaza. He said there was no doubt his mind Israeli ; _ 
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(oe DEPARTMENT: OF STATE : 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
‘ 


‘November Dd, 1956 


“Che Acting Secretary - at 


Subject; Bulganin Letter to the President 


Colonel Goodpaster indicated that the 
President would probably wish to see you about 
this upon your return from the Secretary. 


~ The enclosed telegram (1074) was sent to 
the White House and at Colonel Goodpaster's 
request ta, Admiral-Radford and Mr. Allen Dulles. 


The full text of the létter itself is being 
processed (if available I will attach) and it will 
also be sent promptly to the White House, Radford, 
and Allen Dulles. 


Messrs. Murphy, Henderson, Phleger, and 
Allen Dulles have been working on this matter and 
may have suggestions for you. 


You should know that Colonel Goodpaster 


J remarked on-the-sending-time-of Moscow!s. 1074, 


namely 6p.m. local time, which would be 10 a.m, 
our time. The Moscow radio commenced broad- | 
casting the text at 9:30 a.m. our time, which is 
presumably about when Bohlen received the ‘letter 
and before he could telegraph it. 
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SHALL BL ose NDING MESSAGE LATER THIS MORNING GIVING JOINT 
INTON Sufi 'D. ATTACH: S AUPE AS TC MILITARY POSSIBILITI:. 
SFP TO Sey T UNION IN REGARD Te MIDOLT SANT FIGAT OM. 
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SUBJECT: The Arab Community In Israel Since 0 Kbreak Of ilostilities ri 
Between Israel And Egypt. VP z om 
| With the outbreak of hostilities between Israel and Egypt 


on October 30, 1956 relatively few additional security restric- 
tions were placed on the movement or activities of the Arab 
minority in Galilee. There were some reports of somewhat in- 
creased travel restrictions, mainly in the form of increased 
travel pass controls. However, these were generally minor in 
nature, and it must be assumed that the Israel Defense Forces 
were determined to give the Arab minority a: benefit of doubt un- 
til an overt action might have been taken. Since areas along 

the borders held heavy troop concentrations security of the in- 
terior was considered a relatively minor problem. Some arrests 
of known communist or other agitators have been reported in 
Galilee. The morning following Abdul Nasser's call for sabotage 
of Western oil installations in the Arab States, immediate se- 
curity measures affecting both the Haifa port itself and all 
other major oil installations near Haifa were put into effect. 
There were immediate increases of the guards at the entrances to 
the port, the Consolidated Refineries Ltd., the IPC tank farm and 
the Israel fuel depot nearby. An order was issued prohibiting 
the entry of all "minorities" to these installations. The order 
has since been relaxed only slightly to admit some trusted Druzes. 
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Unofficial reports from a usually reliable source have 
reached the drafting officer that severe disturbances took place 
on the first: day of the reported outbreak of hostilities in 
villages of the little triangle. These reports indicate that 
abortive insurrections took place among villagers from Tira, 
Taiyba and Kafr Qasim. ‘Numbers of Arab inhabitants of these 
villages are said to have attempted to bar Israel Army units from 
entering the area and were disbursed only by gunfire. The infor- 
mation, if true, is apparently being kept secret by the Israel 
authorities. : : 
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There seems little doubt that the‘ great ma jaw ty of Israel 
‘Arabs were hopeful that Israel would be defeated Egyptian 
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forces. Reports reaching the Consulate stress the early jubila- 
tion which was followed by profound gloom as the IDF penetrated 
deeply into the Sinai peninsula. Some Christian Arab elements 
may have felt a sense of relief at the announcement that British 
and French forces were attacking the Iigyptians at Suez. WNever- 
theless, it is believed that the overwhelming majority of the 
Arabs here have viewed Russian statements regarding her possible 
intervention in the area with renewed anticipation and hope. 
Abdul Masser is considered by them still as a hero who only with- 
drew his forces from Sinai in’ order more effectively to encounter 
the Mritish and French. Indeed he has even gained their greater 
respect and admiration for his apparent success in holding off 
French and British forces "umtil they were forced by a Russian 
ultimatum to ask for a cease-fire," 


The Druze community has remained outwardly loyal through-out 
this period. It has been estimated that some 2000 Druze reser- 
vists are under arms, and protestations of loyalty have been 
made by several among the Druze leadership. In some one or two 
of the, Bruze villages, it was learned, schools were closed by 
tne Druzes themselves when school teachers were discovered 
preaching disloyalty to the State of Israel. lore recently there 
appears to be some evidence that the Israel intelligence service 
is seeking ways to find a "bridge" between the Druzes of Israel 
and Syria. The only well-educated Druze leader.in Israel, Sheikh 
ABDULLAE Khair, a graduate of A.U.B., has informed me that he 
has been approached for his advice by a member of the Israel in- 
telligence service and by the Mayor of Haifa, Mr. Abba KHOUSEY, 
on this matter as recently as yesterday. Sheikh Abdullah was a 
former District Commissioner during Mandate times. He holds a 
Mritish passport ang has been considered in the past somewhat 
suspect by the Israel Government because he has refused to take 
any part in Israel's Arab politics. In his discussions with the 
Israeli authorities he reports that they are seeking a way to 
neutralize the Jebel Druze in Syria. His reported advice is ‘that 
Israel should .take no action by herself since this would only 
drive the Syrian Druze community into further cooperation with 
the byrians against Israel. Instedd, he suggested a way must be 
found in collaboration with Pritain or the United States to 
channel Druze politics away on. bee pro-coumunist direction of 
the present Syrian Government. t is only in this/field that 
there is any o portunity for riven’! and the Sorien' Druze to :find 
a common front. Sheikh Abdullah was told that his recommendations 
would be brought to the attention of Mr. DIVON in the Prime! Minis- 
ter's office for further consideration. : j. 


COMMNT: It is oxtrenely doubtful that Sheikh Abdullah had °, 
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| been brought in on the Cetails of any plans which the Israel | 
- Fovernnent may be considering with respect to intelligence: 
operations. i.ore than likely he has been approached primarily 
for the nurpose of obtaining a barometric reading of the 
attitudes, of his particular small following. Neverthetess, it 
may be perfectly true that Israel is continuing its efforts 
to devise ways of encouraging any differences which may exist 
between the Syrian EEUces and the Government in Damascus. 
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Leonard R. Cowles 
American Consul 


‘Dept. povch to Damascus, Cairo, 
Amman and Beirut | 
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The Acting Secretary received the Israel representatives at 6:15 pem, 
The Acting Secretery stated that we had transmitted a message to the 
israel Prime Minister from tie President. He handed cories of the. 
message to the Israel representatives for their information. 


The Acting Secretary said that he looked unon this as the most 
important meeting which he had had with representatives of Israel. A 
\ part of the world with which we were all concerned was in flames. He 
had discussed this matter with the Secretary, in the hospital, and the 
Secretary had added emphasis to what the Acting Secretary was aout to say. 
The Acting Secretary wished to underline the gravity of the situation which q 
the Free World faced today. a 


The Acting Secretary viewed the present situation in the Near Last 
not only as it affected the various countries in the area, but as it 
affected world peace. There was evidence, of which the Israel representatives 
must be aware, that the Soviets were exploiting this situation ina 
mamner which might bring major consequences of a disastrous nature 
particularly to the Near East but which could spread out. We felt that 
in such a situation Israel would be one of the first countries to be 

' swellowedc up. Right at this moment refusal by Israel to withdraw its 
troops as requested would lay it open to the charge that it was gravely 
endengering,; world peace and renderirig it difficult or impossible for the 
United Nations to accomplish its purposes. The United Nations was the 
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greatest hove, verhans the only hope for area and world veace. The 
Unitei ctates felt that the only way in which tiis matter could be 
approached was through the United Nations. 


The Acting Secretar, fezred that the failure of Israeli to comply with 
the General Assembly resolutions and withdraw forces from gyntian territory 
would place israel in a nosition, in the eyes of the ‘vast majority of 
United Nations members, of fleuting world opinion. This wes per ticularly 
so with resnect to public oninion in the United Stetes with an inevitable 
effect upon governmental ana vrivate aid so freely given heretofore by the 
United States. It was vossible that in those circumstances a movement 
would develcp tor the susnension or expulsion of Israel from the United 
Netions. 


It was virtually inevitable that if Isrzel should .refuse to comply, 

a resolution would be proposed and adonted calling, for strict sanctions 
against Israel. 

In reply, iire Snilcah said he would not presume to anticipate his 
Prime !iinister's reaction. He would convey the Acting Secretary's message 
with great faithfulness. There was'no aoubt in his mina as to the points 
made. by the Acting Secretary and he was ny that there would be no doubt 
in his icidiaaianecanina mind. 


Mr. Shiloah wished to ask one or two questions. The most important 
thing was what was intended after a withdrewal. In the Secretery's last 
talk with Mr. Eban, the Secretary had said that we could not return to the 
status quo ante. The Acting secretary pointed out that the United States 
had introduced into the General Assembly a resolution calling for a 
comission of a group of people with the authority of the United Nations 
behind them cnarged to bring the Palestine problem to < solutiore We 
would not wish to prejudice the studies of that Commission by comment at 
this time. The Commission might later ask for the views of the United 
Stetes. We felt that the Palestine problem was inextricably in the 
United Nations and that we woulc have to work there. 


iir. siountree said he wished to underline the Secretary's statement 
to vir. sban that we must find some way to solve these problems. We intended 
to nursue the two resolutions which we had placed before thé United Nations. 
The first thing was to ston the fighting and bring about a withdrawal to 
the armistice lines. The peace of the world was endangered. wre Shiloah 
would recall the impression, and Mr. Rountree believed that it was the 
honest impression, which ‘lr. Eban and tir. Shiloah had conveyed to rire Rountree 
on October 29 that Israel forces would not attack. That meeting had 

: been interrupted 
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been sckeneigha with the news that Israel had moved into ugypt. 

IP. Rountrge referred to the assurances of the Israel frime Minister 

that Isreel dij not seek territorial gains which had been conveyed to 

the secretary on October 30. Therefore- the Israel statements that they 
would not withdraw their forces came as a great shock te the United States. 
Withdrawal of Israel forces was verhaps the most important single element 
affecting the outcome of peace or war. Israel should cont'orm with the 
overwhelming wishes of the United Nations. 


Mre Shilosh said he wished to comment. .ir. Eban had transmitted 
the message from the Isreel Prime ilinister to the Secretary with the full 
authority of the Isracl Governnent. With regard to defensive precautions 
taken by the israel forces, Mr. ohiloah thought thet he coulda show the 
United States Government what it had discovered since its military operations 
in Sinei.s This material proved that without the Israel military operation 
there would have been another one which would have occurred the same 
week involving all the Arab countries, Israel he in its possession 
genuine documents which implicated Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt. 
These had followed the signature of the syria-Jordan-tfypt defense pact 
in Amman in October. In this case there would not heve been the existing 
relatively localized crisis but the whole area fwould be in flames. This 
was not an excuse or an argument. Mr. Shiloah referred to an earlier 
request for r. Eban to call on the Acting Secretary. The Acting Secretary 
pointed out that by the time the Israel request was received, plans had 
already been made to ask the Israel Ambassador to call to receive our 
expressions of concern. 


The Acting Secretary indicated that he hed a very pressing schedule 
in the next few days. He suggested that lir. Sban make arrangements to 
call] on tir. Rountree. 
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/ Ere Lban handed the Acting Secretary copies of sir. Ben Gurion's reply 
to the President's message (attached). A similar messace had gone forward 
to the United Nations Secretary General who had expressed satisfaction. 

The Secretary General wished to discuss arrangements with wr. ban on 
November 9. 


The Acting Secretary asked if the Israél Prime jJinister were agreeing 
to withdraw behind the armistice line. ir. oan said he was not authorized 
to interpret the Prime Minister's message but that he could say he was 
instructed to take up these arrangements with the Secretary General. ‘he 
Acting Secretary inquired concerning Gazae Mr. tban said that israel 
did not want vacuums created in the area and for this reason he had been 
told to begin discussions with the Secretary General on this point 
as vwell as other arrangements. Israel's response to the call for 
withdrawal had been similar to that of the British and French. The 
Secretary General had said that Israel's response would enable him to 
acte y 
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Nr. wban said that the Israel Government had been concerned over 
reports of Soviet activities in the area, including the concentration of 
weapons in Syria and Kgypt and the inspiration of fedayeen activities. 

He pointed to the recent upsurge of fedayeen activity from Syria and Jordans 
Israel had asked the Secretary General to express to Soviet representatives 
Israel's fears-on.this point. The Acting Secretary pointed out that the 
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united otetes haa t. ought for a numcer of montis that these develonments 
might take place. 


“Ye itban seid israel felt that the reassertion pf "lestern unity 
in the wear uLast was one of the best things thet could happen. ‘he 
Soviet cnion rs prebably telling the nravs thet the soviet intervention 
hea hed its effect. This would raise coviet prestige to new heights. 


ur. uben seid that israel took very seriously the oromise of the 
“resident's letter thet there would te no go’ rm back to the status quo 
ante. This was very urgent with respect to igypt.e the usypt-israel 
armistice apreement wes in ruins, the others remairehL ‘ie would lack 
st-tesmenshin if we cid not seize this onrortunity. As for the draft 
resolutions submitted by the united otates, israel hed some supcestions 
waich “re shan would be nrecenting to pereanliggind Lodzee israel felt 
that the resolution should nut resronsibility on the nerties to ne,otiete. 


fhe actin, cecretéeryv pointed out thet cur drai't resolution created a 
Commission wit') very broei powers ana reévonsibilities. 

Myre sban referred to ur. cen Gyrion's desire to visit the united 

otates. iir. ben Curion felt that israel and the’ united states snould us 

ivawing cicser togetaer. Once the ceasefire and withdrewal had been 
implemented there would be 2 great onportunitye wr. Ben Uurion would 
still lixe to come «nd discuss these matters witna President tisenhower. 
. ven curion hada not been to the united utetes since the President 
assumed office. 


The Acting secretary said he did net now the President's pnléens for 

| ° the next few weeks ana that he wes unéole to enswer for him. Israel's 
action in withdrawing its forces would be taken witn the creat feelin that 
all were gratified that Israel was comnlying with the General Assembly's 
request. ; 


ure wcan referrea to the third paracranh of the Prime ‘vinister's 
nessage. “thile these were not conditions they were very important matters 
requiring united Nations action. This was .israel's policy. 

& aiscussion was held at the conclusion of the meeting concerning, the 
release of the President's letter and the rrime sinister's reply. -r. uban 
was sure that the full text of both commumications would be read oy the 
Prime Minister in a speech which he had vrobably already started to give in 
Israel. Accordingly, it was agreed that the Shite House would release 
both texts at 7 pem. on November 8. 


Attachment: 

jaoSurion's renly to President's sessage. 
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h7-N UNCLASSIFIED , 
Action Control: 802% 
Rec'd: November 10, 
za FROM: Gatro L131 p.w. 
nto ' 
RMR TO; Secretary of State 
35 NO: UNNUMBERED, November 9 
Po H 
SP | 
C :, Abd Al Rahman Tag, Rector of. Al Azhjr addressed a telegram 
— ‘co the Embassy reading eas follows: 
Io “keator ot Al. Azhar and its lamas.request you convey President 
x Elsenhower their sincere thanks for having sided with justice, 
Pp supported equity, defended principles of international honor 
Mog freedom of nations and condemned imperialist invasion. 
ND ‘ 
Q "They pleased with him to take decisive steps to complete & 


OLTI withdrawal of the forces of the enemy from Egypt at once ang 
’ __4 push Israel back behind the armistice lines to prevent blood- 
(“Bs shep and strengthen peace." 


2. Yesterday Abd Al Rahmap Tag sent a telegram to Soviet 
Ambassador along line first paragraph of message to this Embassy. 
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PRESIDENTIAL HANDLING , oe | 

Please deliver following message from the President to 
Prime Minister Ben-Gurion. Confirm date and time delivery. 

QUOTE November 9, 1956. 

Dear Mr, Prime Minister: = 

I appreciate your message of yesterday Pe eTDE ne that 4 
you will withdraw your forces from Egypt. This decision will “4 
be warmly welcomed‘not only by the United States but by all 
of the nations which are striving to restore peace and 
security for all nations in the Middle East. It will 
contribute greatly tes a situation in which a peaceful 
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solution may be attained. Sincerely, Dwight D. Eisenhower .UNQTE 
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THe COUNSELOR 


ay 7 November 14, 1956. 


MEMORANDUM TO: EUR - Mr. Elbrick { 


Through: S/S 4} F | 


With reference to your memorandum of November 18, 
recommending that the President's November ll message to 
Bulganin be made available to both Eden and Mollet, I took 
this matter up with Colonel Goodpaster today and he has now 
informed me that there is no objection to making copies 
available to Eden and Mollet. It would, however, bejdone on 
what I understand is the usual basis, that there woud be no 
publicity and would be given special handling. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





ASSISTANT SECRETARY 


November 16, 1956 
VAC 4 _ 






SUBJECT: The Question of Volunteers 


I spoke to some of you earlier this morning about the need to 
look into the volunteer problem. Last night I noticed in the News 
an article from New York imlicating that the United States Delegation 
to the General Assembly felt that the November 2 resolution, which . 
calls upon the parties not to send forces into the area, does not go 
far enough. According to this news item, they believe that a separate 
apeeiad resolution ought to be tabled dealing with the volunteer 


_ problem. 


In. any event, at the Staff Meeting yesterday IO was instructed 
to consider this matter on a rather urgent basis, and I would hope 


that some steps could be taken this afternoon in my absnece to initiate — 


the proper staff work. 
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IO - Francis 0. Wilcox 
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/ ASSISTANT SECRETARY 4. pa ps * 
; Dates 
a /R4] NOV1 6 1956 Bureau of - 
To: We Mre Murphy / i FAR EASTERN ArFA 


From: FE — Mre Robertson NOv19 1956 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
Department of State 


fabassador Tani will call on you at 12:00 noon November 17 to! Es 
discuss the possibility of Japan's accepting the role of intermed a 
in peace negotiations between Israel and Egypte You will recall + 
on November 2 Ambassador Tani called on you for a briefing on the 
Hungarian and Suez crises, At that time we had received information 
from Embassy Tokyo that the Foreign Office had been approached with 
respect to mediation by Israel in June and by Egypt in October (Tab 
A)e You asked Ambassador Tani whether Japan had been asked to 
mediate and he indicated no knowledge of the matter (Tab B)» ‘The 
Department on November 2 instructed Eabassy Tokyo to inform the 
Foreign Office, should its views be requested, that the United States 


looked to the United Nations as the best approach to eee of 
the problem (Tab C)e 












Subject: Japanese Mediation between Egypt and Israel, 


th guoumiiv oi, St 


The Japanese Embassy here received a cable from Tokyo on 
November 15 stating that the Israeli Government has recently made A. 
formal representation to the Japanese Government to act as direct 
intermediary in peace negotiations with Egypt. Ambassador Tani will 
give you the details, He would also like to get our views on the 
current situation in Hungary and the Near East. Mr. Martin will be present. 


Recommendations: 


© 


le That you inquire whether Egypt has re-expressed its interest 
in Japanese mediation, 


2e That you set forth the United States view that the doce 
Nations is the best medium for restoring peace to the Near East and 
resolving the basic problems in the region, A United Nations force 
is now being installed in Egypt to secure and supervise the cessation 
of hostilities, The United States has pending before the General 


basic Near East problems, the Arab-Israeli conflict and Suaz, might 
\be approached through the Gatto Nations 


_ 3e However, the sevtlabin on whether to accept the pole of. 
mediator between F 
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INCOMING TELEGRAM = Department of State ACTION CO 
i ‘ _ OFF IC!AL USE ONLY 

36 
Action a ce ‘ _ 
SS FROM; MOSCOW vail oe te 17» 195 
Info 

TO; Secretary of State 

NO; 123), NOVEMBER 17 PRESESE Sy 

HAL A 
NIACT 





SENT NIACT DEPARTMENT 1231, REPEATED iNFORMATION NIACT LONDON 
258 N'ACT PARIS 23¢ 


GROMYKO ASKED ME TO COME SEE HIM AT 123 30 THIS MORNING AT 
WHICH TIME HE HANDED ME A LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT AND AS 
AN ENCLOSURE A TEN..PAGE CECLARA?TION ON DiSARMAMENT, GROMYKO Oo~ 
IN REPLY TO MY QUESTION TOLD ME THAT THIS DECLARATION, AND J 
/ PRESUMABLY COVER: NG Bicgy 8 boxe WILL BE PUBLISHED IN PRESS TOME nly * 
AND WiLL BE ON SOVIET RADIO THIS AFTERNOON OR EVENING, HE WAs ~ 
. 


NOT SURE WHICH, TEXT BULGANIN¢S LETTER TO PRESIDENT FOLLOWS . 
HEREWITHs 7 da 


‘MOSCOW KREMLIN, NOVEMBER 17, 1956. DEAR MR, PRESIDENT; ~ 
VHE MILITARY ATTACK ON EGYPT HAS BROUGHT ON A SERIOUS AGGRA.- 
TION OF TKE iNTERNAT IONAL SITUATION, IN CONS |DERAT!ON OF 
ts FACT |) 1S THE DUTY OF ALL STATES AND ESPECIALLY THOSE ; 
COUNTRIES WHICH BEAR THE BASIC RESPONS!BiL!TY FOR THE PRESER. a. 
VATION OF PEACE TC FIND MEANS FOR THE. SOLUTION OF QUESTIONS 
IN DISPUT® THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS, <n 


IN THIS C NGERC JS MOMENT FOR THE CAUSE OF PEACE THE SOVIET a 
GOVERNMENT SONS !DERS IT ESSENTIAL TO APPEAL TO THE GOVERNMENTS we) 
ALL COUNCRIES AND ON THE FIRST !NSTANCE TO THE cop ariel Y 
OF THE GREAY FCwERS TC UNITE THEIR EFFORTS FOR THEIR ADOPT, 
fF URGENT MEASURES BIRECTED TOWARDS, THE PREVENTION CG; WAR , ~N 


| HVr VAQNG# OF +HE ARMS RACE AND THE SUOLUT;ON OF QUESTIONS IN 
DISPUTE BY PEACEFUL MEANS, 


FIN SENDING TC YOU THE DECLARATION &F THE SCVIET GOVERNMENT 
ON THE QUESTION Gr DISARMAMENT AND REDUCTION OF I[AVTERNAT TONAL 
TENS ION MY COLLEAAQUES AND | EXPRESS TRE HOPE THAT T!:® USA 
| Serine, wee as rach {UNGLASSIFIED" 
PERMANENT spices ciety t= ac ne cee a ee aees Y 1S PROHIBIT 


1BI TED. 
RECORD COPY e “This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with ndtution of sction takene 


OFF TGiAL USE ONLY 


~2- 1231, NOVEMBER 17 *- ROM MOSCOW 


AND YOU PERSONALLY, MR, PRES!DENT, WiLL EXAMINE WITH ALL 
ATTENTION THE PROPOSALS OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT SET FORTH 


IN THE DECLARATION, SIGNED BULGANIN," 
‘ \ | 
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IMMEDI ATELY FOLLOWING TELEGRAM WiLL Hi7 H.GH POINTS AND OPERAT VE 
iL TRANSLATION WHICH 


PROPOSALS CONTAINED »#IN DESLARAT TUM, BUT FU 


'S BEING Ae IMMED JATE LY MAY NOV REACH WASHINGTON BEFORE 


PUBL ICAT 


SIMILAR COMMUNICATICNS | UNDERSTAND ARE BEING pihioeal 1O BRITISH, 


FRENCH AND INDIAN AMBASSADORS, 


CRH 


#AS RECEIVED, CCRRECTION 710 FOLLOW, 
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EMBASSY OF EGYPT 
WASHINGTON, D. G. 


November 19, 1956 


Sir: . 

I have the honour to communicate to 
the Government of the United States of America 
the following Aide-Memoire, transmitted on the 
17th instant by the Government of Egypt to Mr. 

Dag Hammarskjold, Secretary General of the United 
Nations: 
Aide Memoire 

1. The Secretary-General of the United 
Nations had on the 16th and the 17th of November, 
1956, conversations in Cairo with the Egyptian 
Government. 

2. The Secretary-General's attention 
was called to the fact that, in spite of the passing 
of thirteen days since the adoption by the General 
Assembly. of the United Nations of its resolution 
in witeds it 'calls upon Israel once egain to imme- 
diately withdraw all its forces behind the armis- 
tice lines established by the armistice agreement 
of February 24, 1949', and 'calls upon the United 
Kingdom and France once again immediately to withdraw - 
all their forces from Egyptian territory consistently 
with the ehuve—mentioned resolutions.!, the armed 

P forces of France, the United Kingdom and Israel 
teadl not withdraw from Egyptian territory, these 
armed forces,are, on the contrary, consolidating 
/their positions/ 
The Honourable. 
Herbert Hoover,’ Jr. 
Acting Secretary of State | 
Washington, D. C. j 
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their positions in Egyptian territory in complete 
disregard for Egypt's sovereign rights end in de- 
fiance to the United Nations and to the world and 
Egyptian public opinion and feelings. 

3. The Secretary-General's attention 
was also called to the fact that these armed forces 
are at the same time hunching upon extremely pro- 
vocative acts in Port Said and the Suez Canal area, 
which acts include indiscriminate shooting of the 
population resulting in many victims killed, maimed 
or wounded. To this are added the searching and 
looting of houses and stores, and forcing laborers, 
under all kinds of threats, to work with the invading 
forces. 

4. The Egyptian Government have expressed 
to the Secretary-General the earnest desire of the 
Government of Egypt that these aggressive acts by 
the invading forces be forthwith put an end to, that 
the resolutions of the General Assembly on November 
2-7 regarding the cease-fire and the withdrawal be 
fully and immediately put into effect, and that the 
Secretary-General inform both the Government of Egypt 
and the General Sante of the United Nations of this 
situation, and thet, in the meantime he orders this 
Aide-Memoire to be circulated as a United Nations 
document. 

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my 
highest consideration. : 

JQ Husa. 


Ahmed ‘Hussein : 
Ambassador of Egypt 


“Ye shall cow he: teeth and the truth shall make you free i‘ 


THE PALESTINE ARAB REFUGEE OFFICE 


801 2nd Avenue, Room 801 
New York 17, N.Y. 


TELEPHONE: LEXINGTON 2-2272 





PALOFFiIcCEeE, NEW YORK THE WHITE HOUS_ENovember 20, 1956. 


Nov 2! 9 o3 AN "56 
The Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower 
President of the United States RECEIVED 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. ! 
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Dear Mr. President, 


I feel it is my duty as a Palestine Arab refugee, at this critical 
moment in world history, to put before you a few facts about the grave 
situation now prevailing in the Middle “ast to which I and a million like 
me have greatly contributed. Our contribution, Mr. President, to this 


crisis was not by trespassing on other peoples rights but by being the 
victims of aggression for a very long time. 


————— 


t 


The Middle Fast today is at the crossroad and Providence has \ 
decided it, Sir, that your decision in the next few days or weeks will . 
decide its future and its fate. May this decision, Mr. President, be 3, | 
steered by God's guidance for the peace of the world. 


mEL/Vru tree 
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It has become evident from the happenings of the past few weeks 
that the invasion of Egypt by Israel, Great Britain and France on: the 
29th October, 1956, was premeditated. An alliance between the three 


parties was organized against the Arab world. The three aggressors 
became allies in arms. . 


It is indeed gratifying for the Arab people to see that the Cc 
United States of America has, very wisely and consistently, opposed this 
alliance, and was the first’ country to take action in the United Nations ~ 
against the treacherous Israeli invasion. The unholy alliance between c 
Israel and the two big westempowers, has placed the Middle East in oné . 
of the most critical periods of its history. It has actually converted 
the Arab world into a volcano. It is important to point out at this 
juncture that two members of this alliance, Great Britain and F 
parties to the Tri-Partite Declaration of 1950. These two 


together 
ies the United States of America, according to that declaration;) pledged . 


qselves to stop any aggression between Israel and the Arab’ bei ghbouring 
tates. They also took upon themselves to oppose any violation. of the 
existing ‘armistice lines until a final peaceful settlement is reached. 
The-three:big powers assigned to themselves the duty of keeping the peace & 
“vy in the region. However, not only did the Tri-Partite declarors fail to UNS 
hl. repeated Israeli military attacks on the Arab territories, but two { 
‘|. of them, in betrayal of ‘their declaration and in violation of their 


oblggation, allied themselves with Israel against their "traditional 
friends" - the Arabs. 





= 2 = 


The news of the Israeli invasion of Egypt was a great shock not only 
to the Arabs, but to the whole world and especially to the Security Council. 
Only a few days before this invasion, in defending the criminal attack of 
the Israeli military forces at Rahwa, Wadi Fukin and Qalgilya of Jordan in 
the Security Council, Abba Eban, Israeli representative, ended his long 
evasive (Fedayeen) speech by saying that Israel will not start another | 
attack nor covet other peoples land. Not believing in whatever the Israelis 
say, it was natural’for the Arabs to think that this fresh attack on Egypt 
was no more than a repetition of these ruthless aggressions. But they soon 
found out, to their astonishment, that this attack was of a different kind. 
This time it was an invasion for expansion against which the Arabs have been 
continuously cautioning. It was war - the "preventive war" - the Israeli 
Government, Knessett and some parties in Israel have been alternately 
declaring and denying. 


The Israelis would not have gambled on such a war, had they not been 
promised full participation by the two members of the Tri-Partite Declaration. 
They would not have risked war against the Arab countries had they not been 
assured that British and French aeroplanes would be bombing Port Said the 
next day. It was well planned. The Israelis would occupy the Sinai Peninsula 
and the Gaza Strip and their two allies will be destroying Egyptian opposition. 
With the three forces attacking simultaneously, they believed, that within a 
few days, Nasser would be overthrown, the Suez Canal would be seized from end 
to end and the whole world would be confronted with a "fait accompli", before 
the United Nations could intervene. As to what will happen to the United 
Nations after this unilateral military success the new. allies cared little. 
Perhaps the whole scheme was planned to undermine this world organization 
which has, since its creation, been critical of their imperialistic policy. 


The conspiracy of the three aggressors was too obvious to hide and too 
challenging to world conscience. Never in the history of the United Nations 
were democratic nations condemned and despised as were these two countries. 
The whole world gave its judgment and the prestige two great nations was 
seriously damaged by the brutal methods of two shortsighted, revengeful 
Prime Ministers. As for Israel, it had no prestige to lose and the usual 
condemnation was passed as a matter of routine. 


The Arab world, Mr. President, is now facing a new er. It is no 
more Israeli aggression that the Arab people have to aed against but a 
formidable force of an alliance. The Arab people mst not decéive themselves 
again and trust in declarations, promises, pacts and even treaties. The triple 
alliance, since the 29th October, 1956, has taken the law in its own hands 
against the United Nations Charter, and although its threat has been temporarily 
checked by United Nations Resolutions andworld opinion, its sword is still 
drawn for further aggression and bloodshed. ‘So far, we have no proof that this 
alliance has broken up. . 

a“ : 

The Arabs well know that for their safety they cannot entirely depend on 
the United Nations Charter or. on United Nations resolutions. The many resolu- 
tions that have been adopted by the General Assembly for the return of the . 
Palestine Arab refugees to their homes and for the internationalization of 
Jerusalem, have not sent one refugee back to his home or removed one military 
post or 10 metres of barbed wire from the heart of the divided Holy City. It 
has become abundantly clear to the Arabs that implementation of United Nations 


oe en 


resolutions depends mostly on the military strength of the powers which 
seek their implementation. This was exactly the position of the League 
of Nations in Geneva in 1936, which quickly led to its ineffectiveness 
and finally its extinction. ‘ 


Under these circumstances, Mr. President, if the Arab people are 
not able to depend on the United Nations to guarantee their safety against 
an aggressive alliance, whom are they to turn to? Could they afford to 
have vacuum behind their back? 


Of course, they can turn to the United States of America. The United 
States of America has great military strength and if they became its ally, 
it would be able to protect them against this new danger. 


The United States of America, has great economic, strategic and 
cultural interests in the Arab world which it cannot very well overlook. 
However, in spite of these colossal interests, American-Arab Foreign policy 
has always been guided in the past by many considerations. These consider- 
ations still exist. The United States of America has had to consider its 
two allies, Great Britain and France, who still maintain considerable 
imperialistic interests in the Arabworld. And although the United States 
has often condemned colonialism,it has never openly condemned its allies 
in the full sense of the word. Even this attack by Britain and France on 
Egypt was only considered by the United States as a "grave error", | 


The second and more important consideration to the United States has 
been Israel. While the 1,700,000 Israelis who now occupy Palestine have been 
giving to the Department of State a lot of trouble, much more serious trouble 
has been caused by the fanatic Zionist pressure group in the United States 
who were responsible for the implication of the United States in the Palestine 
problem. The Zionist organization in the United States has unparalleled propaganda 
machinery which has, to a great extent, influenced American public opinion to see 
only the Zionist point of view in the Palestine question and it was not possible 
for any administration,because of this great Zionist pressure, to remain even 
neutral in this issue. The Forrestal diaries and later President Truman's 
diaries clearly demonstrate the tremendous pressure the Zionists exerted on 
all Government offices who almost invariably obtained what they demanded. 


The above two considerations, but especially the second one, have 
greatly alienated the American people from the Arab people. In 198, when 
Israel was created by the United Nations, the Arabs attributed their whole 
tragedy to the special efforts of President Truman. This had damaging 
effects on the excellent American-4rab relations existing at the time. 
Ever since, Zionist propaganda in the United States has been intensified 
to cover up the blunder, and American reaction remained extremely passive 
to the great problems (especially the refugee problem) that Israel has 
introduced into the Middle East. This has slowly but firmly, pushed the 
whole Arab people to the other camp. The other camp was glad to give a 
helping hand and Soviet prestige rose as fast as western prestige deterio- 
rated. The persistent American and Western support to Israel, regardless 
of their great economic interests in the Arab world, notwithstanding the 
aggressive and uncompromising spirit of the new comers, and unmindful of 
the great human moral and physical sufferings of the displaced inhabitants 
of Palestine, drove the whole Arab people to dispair. 


mt by ne 


With these and other considerations in view, the Arabs find 
themselves today at a loss as to what line the United States will 
follow at this critical moment. Will the President of the United | 
States, they ask, who has been given a free mandate by the American 
people, follow the dictates of justice without fear or favour and 
regardless of all considerations? The United States has a golden 
opportunity to redeem its name and live up to its traditions. 

This might be the last chance for America to restore the confidence 
that the Arab people had in her. 


The Arab world today is closely and anxiously watching what 
the President of the United States will do.. Your decision, 
Mr. President, will determine the future of the Middle East and 
world peace. 


Yours respectfully, 


Jq3 of J omnres 


"IZZAT TANNOUS, M.D. 
Director 
The Palestine Arab Refugee Office. 


Aen gee 


FROM 





DEC 18 1QBB 
TO: OC/R Files 


Please send the following papers to the Catalogue Section for 
necessary corrections. 











© TTR Td Date 
© NOTE 
(a) File No. from b Ps / am sivas 
to LHe / J-2/ 56 


(>) Additional information 








QO All cards (other than "name" cards) in the Card Indices have 
been changed or corrected as indicated above. J 


© All "name" cards have been changed or corrected, etc. 
C) All papers have been changed or corrected, etc. 


es) wei ,ACTION papers. 


- Y ) ‘ 
(Wo. of Sari Analyst) . 


. 





NOTE: If document is NOT in the subject file, use this form as a- 
"CATCH" by writing the OLD FILE NUMBER on the right margin and 
filing it in the aubdject files. % 


ACCESS RESTRICTED 


The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: . 
File Designation - — 
Date 
From 
To" 





In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 


in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 
available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


¢ 
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because it contains: 


A Security-Classified Information 


[J Otherwise Restricted Information 
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NEA = Mr. Oulashin “* YS 


The attached letter to the Led 
Secretary from JeJe Perling offering 
a solution to the Suez situation, is 
forwarded for reply at a cael 
bureau level, 


Please send copies (2) of the 
reply to S/S by the close of business: 
on November 30, : 


SIEM. 
GeEe Mouser 
S/S=-RO ~ 
~ Attachment: . « 3 
Referenced letter > 
dated 11/23/56 5 * 
Ms 0C/R q : E | ' ” | 1 
: / ‘ . ¢ 7 ad a 
“ ANMA Tee | 7 , / / 


PORTER 4-0304 


w.ds PERLING 
Public Relations 


POST OFFICE BOX 326 | 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE November 23, 1956 








PERSONAL 

Hon. John Foster Dulles, 
Department of State, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


COZ-1L/ 


sok 

Two weeks ago, on Saturday morning Gi & 

‘ November 10, I wired to Mr James Hagerty requesting thay, +> 
he brénsmit to the President this suggestion @s a solution (} 
of the Gaza Strip dispute: F3 ‘ar 

THAT THE PRESIDENT URGH ISREBL TO OFFER, AND EGYPT . 

evan ol - TO ACCHPT, PAYMENT FOR.THE ANNEXATION OF THE GAZA é 

a A STRIP , 


_ I suplemented this telegram with two letters, detailing the 
- reasons for this plan to bring peace in the Middle Hast. 


‘ I now appeal to you to explore, with the 
President, the logic, the practicability, and the results of 
this plan. Of course, Ben Gurion and Nasser would have to 
be "sounded out" diplomatically. The financial factor is not 
insurmountable: we could underwrite the plan with a long term 
loan. Here are sone reasons for the desirability of the plan: 


1 It would eliminate the probable attempts of Hgypt 
to regain the territory by armed force, probably 
bringing in other Arab states and Russian "volunteers" 


‘2 ‘Ib owuld "save face" for Nasser, and give Egypt funds 
for initiating the Aswan Dam project 


3 It would tend to induce Jordan to make peace and to 
negotiate for the Jordan River projects 2 
4% Give Israel room for expansion, and a easing 


. Renohnce "outside influence" in the eae 
RDC/A Israel and her neighbors. 


uw 


ween 


aoe ' Ido hope that, unlike others who disdain : 
— j suggestions for which they themselves canno}—~reap the credit, 
: you will /give this suggestion earnest tho 


| ae | 
pia om pares of Sincerely 





November 29 1956 
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Dear Mr. Perling: 
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WU18 NL PD AR CD NEWYORK NY NOV 25 
SJ P . 


HON HERBERT HOOVER JR mit 
ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE STATE DEPT WASHDC 


I REPRESENT AMERICAN CITIZENS OF EGYPTIAN BIRTH AND 4 


JEWISH FAITH, WITH RELATIVES IN EGYPT, WHO ARE DEEPLY 
DISTRESSED BY THE REPORTS PUBLISHED TODAY REGARDING 

INTERMENT AND DEPORTATION BY THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT OF 
“ENEMY NATIONALS", INCLUDING "ZIONISTS*® AND STATELESS 

JEWS. IS IT TRUE, AS I AM PRESENTLY INFORMED, THAT THESE 

CRUEL MEASURES APPLY EVEN To NATIVE JEWS OF ANCIENT 

EGYPTIAN LINEAGE? I WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR THE RELEVANT 
AVAILABLE INFORMATION INCLUDING INFORMATION REGARDING THE STEPS 
CONTEMPLATED BY THE U.eSe GOVERNMENT OI! BEHALF OF THESE: NEW 
"VICTIMS OF ANTI-SEMITIC BARBARITY. I RESPECTIVELY SUGGEST THAT 
Tae HINES FOR DIRECT PROTEST AND UNITED NATIONS ACTION, / 


ARE) OBVIOUS AND COMPELLING 3 
r- 
fepwarD M GARLOCK 5214 5TH AVE NEW YORK CITY 
3 ; | B. Sy 
SiSAME NOV 26. u 
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Mr. Edward M. Garlock, 


Jasemder 4 1956 


Dear Mr. Garlocks 


This is in reply to your telegrams of November 25 and 
29 to the Acting Secretary in\regard to reports concerning 
mistreatment of Jews in igyp 


The Department shares your concern about these reports. eo hh 
However, there have been many conflicting assertions on this 
matter. The Department, through the United States Embassy 
in Cairo, is endeavoring to ascertain the actual facts. You 
will appreciate that the abnormal circumstances in Egypt at 
present make complete reporting difficult. 


You will be interested to know that in view of the nature | ’ 
of the reports concerning the treatment of Jews in Egypt, the 
Department has instructed the Enbassy in Cairo to inform the 

Egyptian Government of its deep consern. You may be certain 

that this situation will be followed very closely. 


Sincerely yours, ae 
\ 
pr 
vr, 
Stuart W. Reckwell ati’ 


Deputy Direetor 
Office Of Near Eastern Affaire 


521 Fifth Avenue, 
{ New York City, New York, 
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INCOMING TELEGRAM = Department of State ACTION COPY 
47 UNCLASS IF 1ED 
3 
Action Control : 18342 4 
NEA Rec'd: = NOVEMBER 27, 1956 & 
me FROM: TEL AVIV 2:26 P.M, Ei 
RMR TO: Secretary of State ft 
“ 
$s NO: 657, NOVEMBER 26, | ss 
SP “a = E 
ane SENT DEPARTMENT 657, REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 123, BEIRUT, 107. : 
ie =4 
Io CABINET SUNDAY APPROVED EIGHT POINT PROGRAM OUTLINED. =3 2z do 
E BY BEN GURION FOR "RESTORATION OF NORMAL LIFE GAZA STRIP ae F- 
a AND PROMOTE WELL-BEING LOCAL POPULATION AND ARAB REFUGEES" > Bit 
0 EIGHT POINTS "WHICH HAVE BEEN OR WILL BE IMMEDIATELY UNDERTAKEN" ~ 
SCA FOLLOW; cod 
scs O) 
OLI 1. IMMEDIATE RESTORATION MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT IN GAZA AND ry 
OCB OTHER TOWNS IN AREA, rs 
USIA 2. FULL COOPERATION WITH UNRWA ON PROVISION OF FOOD > 
po SUPPLIES AND ALL UNRWAt*S OTHER SOCIAL SERVICES FOR REFUGEES, > 
ARMY Pe 
NAVY 3. FULL RESTORATION FISHING ALONG COAST STRIP, _ 
AIR , = 
4, FREE COMMUNICATION FACILITIES BETWEEN AGRICULTURAL. bs 
ae HINTERLAND OF STRIP AND TOWNS AND VILLAGES, U; 
O] 
5. BASIC FOOD STOCKS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE AT SUBSIDIZED 0; 
PRICES FROM ISRAEL GOVERNMENT STOCKS FOR LOCAL NON.REFUGEE 
POPULATION, 
/ ( 
6, MEASURES ARE BEING INTRODUCED TO FACILITATE MARKETING 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE-~~IN PARTICULAR CITRUS AND DATES-~ FROM cae 
AGRICULTURAL HINTERLAND OF' STRIP AND TO ASSIST LOCAL ARAB 
| FARMERS TO EXPORT CITRUS AND DATE SURPLUSES, 
| | < 
7. OPENING OF BANK AND CREDIT FACILITIES, v 
; 3 > 
8, IMPROVEMENT OF WATER, ELECTRICITY AND OTHER SERVICES, 4s 
LAWSON se 
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SEN! DEPARTMENT 661; REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY BEIRUT 108, 
IO PRIORTT:. CATRO 124, PRIORITY AMMAN 125, PRIORITY LONDON 148, 
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STild 
GgNENIGY Ga LS 


UMSA 
S FROM FOWARD AND DAVIS 
i Reference:  DEPTEL 538 
UOP rey, 
0 Durtrig Novenber 23-25 we visited Gaze Strip without GOI escort in 
SCA and with freedom of movement and freedom to interview persons L 
OLI our chotce. ‘islked with UNRWA, UNISO, Baptist missions, IDF 7 
afttctals, Palestinians and two Egyptians. Believe following o 
OCB fair pi:ture: ms 
USIA > 
CIA 1. Reports of’ Arub deaths Khan Yunis and, Rafa. Events Khan Yunis | 
OSD clearly ocurred November 3 during resistance IDF seizure town. same 
ARMY Unapie verify Arab estimates 200-500 killed and from testimony = 
ry heard by us belleve them excessive. x 
Events Raffa oucurred following rumors IDF leaving Gaza set in fe 
DCL motion by Ben Gurion'ts November 9 speecti. This coincided with oi 
ICA rotstion units at Rafe mistaken by populace as withdrawal. 0) 
Curtew broken aome looting. New troops arrived evening. Passive 
and active resistance to IDF roundup and screening for Egyptians/ 
Palestinian soldiérs still at large occurred November 11 and 12. 
Our estimate Arabs kllled 30-50, “Do not (repeat not) believe IDF 
auctions exceeded military requirements of situations at Rafa ang) 
Khan Yunis. UNTSO estimate Jerusalem telegram 167 apparently © .* 
based on early rumors of casualties which cannot be sustained. = ~ 
2. UNRWA operations. UNRWA accomplished remarkable emergency ©, 


operation as acknowledged by GOL, 


‘Present relations military © oH), 


government good. Food distribution proceeding normally... Generafs, U= 


program including education being 


overhauled on realistie blsis. £6.73 


‘UNRWA believes refugee census essential and military government @ oak, 
studying problem and expects early decision. Military government = 
bas agreed restore machinery and livestock taken from agricultur#?® , . 


training center. 
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training center. UNRWA believes GOI will agree free trans- 
portation/loading Supplies to warehouses. Question realistic 
exchange rate outstanding UNRWA financial problem. 


3. Military government. Colonel Gaon military governor reported 
following: He appointed new mayor and town council for Gaza ie 
November 23. Israel police took over most Sapo responsibilit- 
ies in Strip November 25. To obtain cooperation of population he 
has; (a) ordered distribution seven pe cag flour per head to 
destitute; (b) permitted resumption fishing November 23; (c) 
ordered restitution confiscated civilian cars; (d) ordered pay- 
ment wages from November 2 to all Arab Government employees and 
hg «Siig working. Hopes to have Red Cross channel for mail 
Ainto/out of Strip by December 3. He will permit some families 
Christixan Arabs resettle Lebanon (to be arranged Israel-Lebanon 
MAC) Pr¥el Arish. 


4. Gaon says GOI will endeavor increase means livelihood 

local residents but doubted Strip could ever support more than 
50,000. db hg must be resettled or perpetual charity will be 
only alternative. 


All Sources agree Palestinians do not (repeat not) want Egypt- 

ian reoccupation and that if IDF leaves no hiatus should occur 
before United Nations military take over. Colonel Bayard 

estimates minimum one regiment United Nations troops would 
have to be on spot prevent dangerous disorders and this consistent 
our observations of past outbreaks. 


5. Conduct of IDF troops: All UNRWA employees only outsiders 

with complete freedom movement from November 2 reported little 

or no (repéat no) looking by IDF occurred. IDF troops forbidden 
purchase anything in Strip and soldiers required surrender fa 
all purchased items upon departure through roadblocks. On ad 
other hand about five percent UNRWA stores and many records 

UNRWA schools and a pen and orange groves looted by refugees 

for brief period. Believe Colonel Bayard's account Israel 

looting in Jerusalem telegram 167 inaccurate. 


t 


Arab city life now normal on surface with freedom movement 
throughout Strip and curfew lifted eight to four. 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 664 REPEATED SPORMATTON AMMAN 127, CARRO 6, 
) ae 
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Following report on militery situation Gaza Strip furnighed ‘2 
Embassy officer November «! by “aon military governor. _, eo 
1. Screening procedures for former soldiers halfcompletéd with 

“cone of Rafa, Khan Yunis, Dier E Balah, Gezea, and 

aljilyel cleared and five to six major centers still to be 
combed.. No (repest no) incidents except at Rafa where Bedouin 
and Egyptians mainly responsible. Estimates 800-1.000 former 
soldiers left and hopes to”jcatiih all remaining. Seid "maybe" 
fifty to sixty Fedayeen still in Striv. 


2. Some persons trying to reazit IMJ though Jsreel but could 
not (repeat not) estimate numbers. IDF endeavoring prevent 
this by heavy patrols and ambushes in depth on bet! sides DL. 
Several groups in Strip trying to organize such flipnts and one 
person implicated wes Reshid Shawsa trother present mayor and 


others. 


former deputy mayor. Ceon had recentiy arrested Shawa and | 


3. IDF still having trouble with Sedcuin camptig around Refa 
and in neighboring costel sand dunes. ‘These «onsisted medley 
of about forty tribes many of them traditions] bandits. Whefe- 


as ten to fifty percent rest of population surrendered arms Cc 


voluntarily no (repeat no) Kedouin did so. ‘November 22 he de- ¢ 
clared three kilometers strip along coast in dune country mili-- 


tary area and had tried flush them out by loud speaker=from aa 


Plane. In last analysis however decided he would have bring- 
in cavalry. He said situation increasingly quiet and hehad 
not (repeat not) had Israel{casualty in 14 days. * . x 
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December 195¢ 


In reply refer to 
NEAtNE 


Dear Mr. Yaffer 


outs Oe Se 200 Pee ESE ee 


the Acting Secretary in regard to reports concerning mis- 
treatment of Jews in Egypt. 








>) 
out of the hostilities complete reporting ie difficult, uy 
However, in view of the nature of. the report: conemning 
the treatment of Jews in the Departam sill 
the ‘in Caire to orm the | —~) 
the bad impression a re mie 
would produce in this country and 
am) 
ss 
¢ 
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& ts 
Mr. deseph X. Yaffe, et 
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The attached odietii to the =; 


Acting Secretary from Joseph X. 
Yaffe re treatment of Jews in 


Egypt is forwarded for reply at a 


suitable bureau level. 


Please send copies (2) of 


the 


reply to S/S by the close of busi- 


ness on November 30. 


Ate 
GeEe Mouser 
S/S-RO 


Attachment: 
Tel dtd 11/26 


LPBQ87 “a 


. : 6 =3 

SD WUOS3 PD PHILADELPHIA PEN! NOV 25 1956 415PHE 
HERBERT C HOOVER JR, ACTING SECY OF STATE 
- STATE DEPT 

THE PHILADELPHIA JEWISH COMMUNITY PELATIONS COUNCIL 
REPRESENTING 29 CITYWIDE ORGANIZATIONS WITH 493 LODGES 
POSTS AND AUXILIARIES, IS APPALLED AT NEWS ECYPTIAN 
GOVERNMENT HAS PLACED ECYPTIAN JEWISH LEADERS oN 
CONCENTRATION CAMPS, TRDERED DEPORTATION OF OTHERS AND 
CONFISCATED THEIR PROPERTY AS ENEMY PROPERTY WE URGE THE 
US GOVERNMENT DIRECTLY AND THROUGH TE UNITED NATIONS TO 
PUBLICLY DENOUNCE SUCH OUTRAGEOUS ACTS AGAINST 
EGYPTIAN CITIZENS OF THE JEWISH FAITH! AND TO TAKE ALL 
POSSIBLE MEASURES TO FREE IMPRISONED JEWS AND PROPERTY 
AND TO PREVENT ANY FUTURE THREATS TO JEWS IN EGYPT OR 
OTHER ARAB LANDS SUCH ACTS BY EGYPT ARE FURTHER PROOF OF 
ITS CONTEMPT OF HUMAN RIGHTS, THE UNITED NATIONS AND 
WORLD OPINION THE US MUST SET ITS POSITION CLEAR BEFORE 
THE WORLD AS IT HAS ON ALL OTHER OCCASIONS WHEN HUMAN 


RIGHTS AND HUMAN BEINGS WERE THREATENED BY FOREIGN 
LEADERS 
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_ SUBJECT: 
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‘the Strip or condoning Israel's conquest. Ambassador Lawson a 


= 





MY 


rn 
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GOI Invitation to Chiefs of Missions to Visit Gaza Strip.© 7 


' 
In the early part of the week,, the Israeli Foreign Ministry | 
extended invitations to all Chiefs of Missfons of the diplomatic 






0) 
corps in Israel to participate in a conducted tour of the Gaza ~J 
te on November 23, 1956. This was the first occasion on which jw 
the Israel Government had indicated it wuld approve diplomats e 
accredited to Israel going into the Strip. Two previous super- CO 
vised visits by military attaches had been permitted, i NS 

Chiefs of Missions conferred among each other as to the orgs a 
priety of accepting this invitation, in view of the fact that i =i 
might be interpreted as lending status to Israel's occupation o wel 

I 


the British Ambassador decided to decline the invitation, and t 
same decision was arrived at by Chiefs of Missions of Australia, 
Brazil, among others. Swedish and Swiss Ministers sought in- Ul 


structions which were not received in time to permit their accept- 0) 
ing. | 


} 

According to Yedioth Hayom (independent) for November 26, the =I 
tour was something less than a success. Only nine diplomats made cy 
the trip and these were: The Argentine Ambassador, Ministers of () 
Mexico and Uruguay, the Charges of Burma, Greece, and Ethiopia, 
and Secretaries of the Embassies of France and Italy. The Yedioth 


Hayom story concluded MGWxKaGKEX that this smal] turn-out was due 
to the fears described above. ~ 


For the Ambassador: 
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.. Firs ary of Epbgssy. (' 
ot 
Dept send copy to AmEmbassy Cairo. = +3 Oe 
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P not government policy expel British and French residents | Ne: 
UOP from Egypt reports from variety reliable sources continue fo — fi 
0 come into effect local police still involved in attive campaign— § 
SCA to force departure thru intimidation. British French and gews ! .. 
ORM continue to be approached during late night or early morning WW o 
SCs hours and told: to sign statement they desire depart Egypt oO 
OLT risk variety penalties including imprisonment, bodily harm, . GQ) 
etc and other reprisals unspecified. . Many who would otherwise OQ) 
0 have remained Egypt are departing leaving all wordly goods - 
aa behind. 
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Prime Minister invited me to his Jerusalem residence Sund 
afternoon for "little talk in informal atmosphere". Talk 
lasted hour and covered*following: 1. Rhetorical questions 
to US thinking on Israel's principal preoccupations in wa 
of withdrawal foreign fo»~ces from Egypt; 





“TI 





gPTtz 


Tere) 


S° Le swe | 


2. His conception Nasser's resurgence and probable moves hence- 
forward, and ss 


$ 


asm aremmoeg * 


* 


3. Probable development Soviet policy and actions in ME. . 


a 
a 


1. US views on principal Israel preoccupations: by way of 
(‘~ introduction Ben Gurion emphasized influence President's 
letter, had in persuading him to agree to withdraw IDF from £ 
Sinai. He implied his alacrity in acquiescing entitled hing 
to answers following questions: 


cL/Wv 






04 pemanyoy © 


CG 


is cleared, if Hammarskjold has agreed that Nasser can remove 
UNEF at will? 


Psa 
so 
| How was freedom of navigation Suez to be guaranteed, once C8ftal 
a 
If Canal is not under protective control UNEF, what guarantee 
is there Nasser will not block it again, not only’ against 
Israel but physically block it if he is told to do sojby eae 
: i 
8-a 







or if he wishes to blackmail west? - 


aircraft over Aqaba. For time being this also means free ‘pas-i™ 


sage for other countries seeking link between Asia and Europe  %s-U 
) as alternative to Suez. 


- What guarantegprare there Israel can maintain this vital reocaoke 
4, if she wi teed ws her troops from area? — 


SOF, ad ‘ How is) gp 
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How is Nasser to be prevented from blocking it again if he 
wisheg ? 


How can Israel be assured Sinai will not be used again as base 
for attack on Israel either by land or air? : 


What is to prevent Egypt from building up tremendous attack 
forces there again in implementation declarations she made only 
“oday to continue efforts to destroy Israel? ‘ 


2. Nasser's resurgence: His portrayal of Nasser covered many 
poimts he has made in past but with following additions or 
new underscoring. ; 


Despite Nasser's protestations of adherence to western democratic 
principles, his ered expressed desire for good relations 

with JS, and his alleged refusal to accept Soviet domination, 
there has been no fundamental change in his ambitions, reliance™ 
on‘intrigues and machinations, or his basic attitudes towards 

US and west. He is working against west in Arab countries and 
establishing close associations with Soviets through Syria until | 
such time as he can openly resume his partnership with Russia. 
Ben Gurion said he was very much afraid Nasser will be successful 
in convincing US and others who may have no corception of his 
mastery of deceit. He feared we did not understand Arab mind- 
difference between artistry of Arab lying and blatant crudeness 
of Communist lying which was transparent to anyone. 


I expressed genuine:doubt any country which had already experienced 
Nasger's unreliability would again be taken in. Ben Gurion 

repjied he understood there was differences of opinion in Depart- 
mené as well as USUN as to how Nasser should be handled. 

He said Nasser would move by phases, first insisting on British 
and French withdrawal from Egypt; then ousting UNEF, then demand- 
ing Israels' evacuation of Sinai and areas: adjacent to Gulf of 
Aqaba, followed by campaign tc win friends and obtain much needed 
economic assistance from US. 
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3. Probsble development Soviet policy and actions in ME. G 
Confirmation of substantial shipments of Soviet arms to 
Syria and persistent felse eccusations by both Syria and la 
Russte of British, French and Israeli troop buiid-ups on = 
Syrian border made him apprehensive Soviets hed some : 
definite aggressive plan affecting Israeli’s security. : 
Further evidence such intent was contained in Bulganin's bin 
letter attacking Israel, [ZVESTIA's "very disturbing | a 
article" slong same Line (Moscow's 1345 to Department) aa 
and reports he said he had from Israeli Legation in , 
Moscow about Khrushchev'’s statements to diplomats that 1 
Israel could be wiped out with only few rockets sent N 
from Russia Ben-Gurion said he was worried more by on 
intent than threat because there were easier ways to i 
accomplish same result. He said he did not take threat 
‘Sof Soviet "volunteers" seriously, hevirg regarded it.ss 
hoax from very beginning. In hls vtew it was part of 
cover for real plane of Lullding-up military supplies 
Syria utilizing it as ME base instead of Egypt for 
\ me being. 


oy f course I have no knowledge how Soviets wili operate 
{ t I believe one of their first moves would be to subjec 
; i srae]l to heavy bombing, smsll in terms of Soviet thinking 
vq ut very large in Israel's". He returned several times to nr 
rsistence of Soviet-Syrian accusations of Israel troop 5 sis 
xcentrations on Syrian border despite categorical denials Sg 
AS y UN observers. He interpreted their repetition as Indicating), a 
+ ome plan of military action has been devised for future use 
Bi 5 y Soviets in conjunction with Syrians. x.) 


; H f expressed doubt es to his conclusions based as they 
ere on two poliits mentioned. I referred to strong US 


statement UNLESS "UNCLASSIFI 4 
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-2- 699, Decemoer 3, 5 p.n. {SECTION TWO OF THREE) from Tel Aviv 
statement ageinst introducing “volunteers” into area, 

end pointed out we nad taken lead in promoting UN 
resolutions against further introduction of arms to 

ME. I pointed up fsct thet sfter Soviet propeganda — 
threatening to send vo,unteers to Egypt end Syrie, 

Soviets nad completely epandoned line. it seemed to 

me recent propagends line cn military build- “Up in 
Isreel-Syrian border possessed even mcre of "war of 

nerves" flever end might well fade out in due course. 

. Furthermore 2, I said, I°hsd sich yet seen any evidence 
sizeable build-up Soviet supplies in syria and specifically 
had seen nothing tidinatine that Soviet planes had been 

seen on Syrie airftsids. He admitted Isreel had been unable 
to locate ‘any such planes. .In any event, he felt for 

moment at- least, Scviets were definitely utilizing Syria 

as area pene tration cnannel and that developments to 

date indicated. serious threst to Israel's security. 


Turcing to our stetenernt supporting integrity Baghdad 

Pact countries, he said Sovists would interpret statement's 
failure to mention Isrnet and “ebsnon 2s expression of 
indifference to their fate. T argued such interpretation 
wouid be entirely urre2sonable sad illogical, and obviously 
contrary po any intent by US. Stetement was addressed to 
specific end clearly defined urea vith no more reascn 
Lebancn cr Israeli sheuid havs best included than any other 
country in MB. Hse admitted logic this view but said this 
yould not change Soviet interpret tation pyctk* described 
Lebanon as small country coursgeous enough to defy Soviet- 
supported Nasser. This defisrce brought about definite 
order from Nasser to his agents to asssssinete President 
Chamoun et same time, Kgyptian agents were instructed to 
assassineve Nuri Said. Nasser might sliso try to incide 
Moslems against lebanese Chris viens, sh 


While assassinations and interne! disturbances might suffice. 
against Lebanon, strong military action would be required to 
wipe out Israel. "They know it would do no good to assassinate 
me as principle of democracy acd freedom would continue here as 
long as there wes an Israel". Accordingly he thought Soviets 
would depend on saturation bombing, immediately wiping out 
Isreel's air bases end air force. 
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Action Control: 3064 
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sy FROM: Tel Aviv $255) Peilis wa) 
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RMR 10: Secretary of State _ C De 
Try 
NO: 699, December 3, 5 p.m. (SECTION THREE OF THREE) ior , 
SP 
pc . PRIORITY | { & 
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| L SENT DEPARTMENT 699, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 129, BETRUT 
IO 112, CAIRO 132, DAMASCUS 84, PARIS 127, LONDON 153, ROME 76 em 
USUN MOSCOW UNNUMBERED. 7 
0 He said Syria was completely under domination of Nasser who, il 
at this tioment, was using Syria against US and west while his © 
own cabinet and Egyptian press were instructed to appear NK 
friendly to US. Quwwatly and Colonel #arraj were directly ~ 
under Nasser's order. To same extent he felt Nasser was . 
directing Jordan's policies. ~ 
He concluded his conversation by saying if US was not willing "kg 
make public statement warning Soviets against attack on ~ 


Lebanon and Israel as it had in case of Baghdad Pact powers my 
secretary might call in Soviet Ambassador and make this point 1 
\ him. I told him I would pass his questions and views 
y to Department which would find them of interest although I Oi 
Q im of specific replies in terms of US policy. 
s he knew our basic policy is to help in every way to settle 
\gyBuez problem, settle Israel-Arab issues and bring peace to area 
oe we meant peace with justice. Policy pertaining to each of 
is points might be under formulation and subject to future 
vents and developments in which he had already agreed was 
ery complex accumulation of factors, He had remarked that his 
omment was limited to.viewpoint obtained within area and al- 
hough he had long and close associations with regional problems 
~bad said he could not undertake assess policies or recommenda- (. 
Therefore he had indicated aware- be 
88 ‘that US had to consider many related factors of global ©“ a@ ‘2 
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ty 
courage". He repeated his confidenge in President and his be- 1 ~j 
lief President's sincere desire to find just solution to area's 

difficult problems. 2 


Comment 


PERMANENT Gurion was more composed and quiet than in some UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 
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-2- 699,December 3,5 p.m. (S8CION Thi © ‘THREE )*ro~ Tel Aviv 
time. I feel his purpose_was_ to put... Luoughts on. record 
and to justify his request answers to this questiors: first, 
by virtue his cooperation with Hammerskjold who, tis said, had 


requested him to withdraw ID, so work could begin clearing 
Canal, and to allow international force to enter area vacated 
by IDF. Responsive to Hammarskjold's request he hid instructed 
Dayaii to move troops back some 30 miles from Canal (i gathered 
Dayan was not too happy with suggestion); second, lLesause US 
pressures were also in large part responsible for his decision - 
to withdraw Israeli troops in first place. JI had anticipated 
this argument as logical from tactical standpoint (HMBTET, 614). 

\ However, while US pressure was certainly most powerful agent, 
fear of expulsion from UN and Israel's isolation were almost 
equally strong incentive factors. 


While his comments coincide very nicely with line Eban and 
Golda Meir are now pushing, I believe him genuinely worried 
(1) over Nasser and.his. ability to deceive US and emerge 
victor,’ (2) t Israel] may find itself facing same or even 
greater threats to her security than before Sinai campaign. 
Although he spent sometime discussing them, I have impression 
he was less worried about Soviet-Syrian threat and US state- 
ment in support of Baghdad Pact countries integrity which 
overlooked Israel (and Lebanon). ! 


I doubt he expects definite replies to his question but pro- 
bably hopes f6ér some general state containing reassurance that 
these and other matters are in our minds as we study overall 
sOlutions.for area. Obviously he would welcome any suggestion 
as we are prepared to make that our long term objectives if 
successful, would obvjate most all fears he raised in his 
questions. if 
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7 + an een ee Nov 29 3 09 PM 56 
AV 
The President of the United States of America RECE ED 4 
The White House ' a 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue E i ws 
Washington, D.C, - i 5 | 
Dear Mr. President: C) A 
ze, es 
In these days of grave and recurring crises it is the spiritual Ps a 
obligation of every devoted citizen of our country to bring to : s ¥ 
the attention of the President, who is ultimately responsible for ra) ? 
the country's policies at such times, any information of a vital . ho 
nature that may come that citizen's way, > we | 
ey SF 
Several of the boys studying at the Golden School of Mines in or 


Colorado are from the Near East, and naturally receive letters f Bh 
relatives and friends, The following information came to the noti 
of the undersigned in that fashion; 





When, during the course of the first days of the 
undeclared war against Egypt by Britain and France, 
their planes bombed Al Maza airfield in Egypt, one ae 
of the Egyptian civilian mechanics managed to bring one 

of those planes down, It was noticed with great surprise 

by the airfield personnel that the plane was neither 
British ner French, but NATO, This instance was multiplied, 


Mr, President, thisim: a very serious report; for it contradicts what ; 
the British government said about not having had to consult us -or the OM 
UN in advance of its aggression against Egypt. 
There was a very stern legal and moral obligation to consult us when © 
NATO arms were used, for which we had helped pay and over which we had 


, Some definite say, H 
Eow can we hope to effectively answer Communist aggression in-Hiungary ae 
and other helpless nations if their is such moral turpitude d# weg! os 


as the most thinly concealed disrespect for us and our legal ‘and oral ~~ 
rights, on the part of two nations supposed to be upholders of. jm@tice, ..., 
liberty and democracy? Why are the Algerians who also wish their Freedom re 
¢alled "terrorists" while the Hungarians who with equal right~killed the 
Red secret police are called patriots? Is it not time for the United Pe Si 
“States openly to declare itself on the side of all peoples who wish to = 
be safe from aggression by colonial powers, whether those powers be of N 
the West or the East? We ourselves are the great nation we' are only be-_ 
cause we were able to fight successfully against colonial oppression 
and exploitation by England, It is time we took advantage of the great 
moral prestige which has accmed to us by your stand, Mr, President, 
in this criagis,-The Al Maza report is gravely significant, 





Yours very sincerely, 
Dr, 























al WHITE HOUSE OFFICE — 
- ’ . ( 0 
b+ 4 ROUTE SLIP . i 
\ ) (To Remain With Correspondence) 
f 
» if PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL. 
to Mr. Fisher Howe WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED 
— Directors Brastive Sect EUG COMETS 
nent ad tat SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS 
a ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE 
OFFICE OF THE STAFF SECRETARY. 
— 
Date November 30, 1956 , 
FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 
ACTION: Comment | <a ‘ 
Oe | Pe 
For direct reply 
For your information = 
For necessary action. ———~—=C a | 
For appropriate handling__x = SE ee 
7 : 
ee: Te So 
> 
Remarks: ¢ 





By direction of the President: 





ORM DS. 10 , : DATE 
1.55 2 DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


REFERENCE SLIP 1/7/57 


ORGAN, INITIALS DATE 
NAME OR TITLE SYMBOL ROOM WO, 





OTE AND FORWARD 





NOTE AND RETURN 


= im 
| JAS REQUESTED, —“‘«i‘*@YSC*isC 
| |coMMENT —SSSSS*dTsCX [PER CONVERSATION 
ma = 
ai Lg 
= me 








“3 


REPARE REPL 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
INITIAL FOR CLEARANCE 


NECESSARY ACTION SIGNATURE 
REMARKS OR ADDITIONAL ROUTING 


I suggest that the following be inserted at the ~ 
beginning,of paragraph 2 of your letter to Mr. Muses. 








It should be noted that there is no "NATO marking" 
of ‘aircraft and that equipment supplied by the United 
States for the defense of the NATO area carries only 
the marking of the country vsing the equipment. As 
regards this equipment,. . .« « «© «6 «|! 


FROM (NAME AND ORGANI ZATION) ROOM NO. AND BLDG. 
Richard Straus, RA - 7002,. N.S, 
Si GNATURE a PHONE NO, 


2980 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


RE 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT (7786) 


December 3, 1956 


SUV =—-MeeMeagher _ ACG 
Forwarded for =ppropriate action is the 


attached letter to the President from Dr. C. A. 


- 


t: 
Muses concerni:¢ the use of NATO planes agzeinst 


Egypt. 
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May we have two copies of the reply? 
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Roger Kirk 
S/S-RO 
uxt. 4154 


Att: As stated - dtd 11/28/56 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


interest in writing the Goverment concerning 
SEE Se SORES FUG SEES OlerU Tie Seley 


Sineerely yours, 
Por the Secretery of State: 


} 


| 


Public Services Division 


JAN] Me A 
rrsey0petedthlesde 1/8/st Into. thems wo mpl 





BARRATT O'HARA 4 8 5 8 MEMBER COMMITTEE ON 


2D DisTRICT, ILLINOIS 


WASHINGTON ADDRESS MARIE CROWE 


BANKING AND CURRENCY 


1408 HOUSE OFFICE BLDG. Congress of the Gnited States ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


Bouse of Representatives ACTION 
Washington, B.C. is assigned to 


t 


¥ , ~ \4- ah Gar “fi 2 
(artiodits Loy Nfs. ok 2. Nem 
— : Bry 


BaP ae wl eroyvurrs :— 
’ 7 Rg 
f 
' 


= Airy wba + cont becuse af he re evi. rn bf Ere Jeo, Le o> he 















Lf Lals em sPessienal “is¢ iow rewrd So crty or other ~~ 
Wivisiom, tr ce ra art Js?sars oF Sie Jewish Pali sion 
In. ays 

2.8) 3, oh. Way, Tats es “Lore! dmiedieabely 
UG SAVO BS teks us MELEE UNE , Gat twenty ssyrte 
ian, .wumile, danagin: Sil wlse be "LGGOMFGEPEI.: Be 
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lies fro. which they hive Geen wrested neve to bits [vol no 
tidin;s of their whereabouts. 
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sce ‘ ass von the sceun.ey af buese re_orts, whicido cone wovever from 
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sources that currsint tacir res cet... inat a .vals to then as sood 
corvion sese, as well &s consistent with tne sense of stierican hu= 


nanitarianism, is that the re orts inuietieately should be investi 
| 


fr. sited by & disintrrested jrtv. . buch .wrty it seeus to the ccorle 
/ of this listriss is furnished by tie sete, of the Umibed ltl ns. 
go ~ wr ‘ = ' 


Mo Wrolossl “evb bur country shoul’ a_orove in? vigorously 

qn it! su.sort a resolution befo-e the General sassenbly of the Unites 
iations to this eul.uis been widely discussed py the »oonle of this 
consressional district in sosition oF lovdershiy, ani has been vni- 
versully a uroved.s I thoutht tint this re.prt on the thintines of 
tie per.le of tais convressional district would be nelpful to you 
in reachine a jJleci’sion, we liove will be ?@avorable, to use the high 

pps 


i) 
jrestige of sour office tn effectin; the aloption of such @ reso= 
lution. 
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December ] 5 1988 


UNP 674584A/12-656 





Dear Mr. O'Hara: 


Your letter toodhscdeqpeegmyy of iecember 6, 1956, concerning reports 
of mistreatment of Jews in Egypt, has been xefersebcheomcfesqesspmpes received. 


Tae President and the Secretary share the concern of your constituents  _ 
and yourself over these reports. The Department of State is seeking on a+ 





awn 
continuing basis to cbtain an accurate picture of the situation in the BS & 
of the many conflicting assertions in this matter. ‘The abnorsal o 4 im 
stances arising out of the hostilities in Egypt have made complete 2 
on events there difficult. : wis | 
You will be interested to know that the American Embassy in Cairo has - 
been instructed to inform the dovernment of Egypt of the deep concern of i 
the United States Government over the reports whieh have been received. co 
You may be certain that deve in this situation will be clessly Re | 
followed with a view to determining in what further and appropriate manner ~~ | 
the United States Government may take action designed to be helpful. NN 
—f 
I appreciate having you convey the feeling in your congressional Aw 
district that the United States should approve end vigorously support a » 1a 
resolution in the United Netiens calling for an investigation ef the reports og 
concerning the plight of persons of the Jewish religion in Egypt. I can oi 
assure you that the Departeent will continue te consider carefully any steps, ‘55 
within and cuteide the United Nations, that may be appropriate and feasible 
in light of developments. CY 
Sincerely yours, @: 
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Hon, Stuart W. Rockwell, 7 | mo He 
Deputy Director, |: (ee * 
Office of Near Mastern Affairs, ; | e 


Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Rockwell: 


p PLS 


Fy 
& 
I 


Your letter, dated November 29, replies 

to mine which, three weeks earlier, I had addressed for * 
thr personal attention of Mr. Dulles. In the mst frienily- 

spirit I am constrained to protest against this "brush off" lh 

so common in Washington, 9 
1 


First of all, there seems to be a mogt t 
undemocratic concept among high officials that, after an: © 
- election, "ordinary" citizens are neither to be seen nor 
to be heard. "Just leave everything to us higher-ups, in ’ 
the s@cred echelon of titled officials, and consider that 
you of tiie hoi polloi aren't to meddle." It wasn't alway,g 
thus! in the early fays of the Republic all Federal officials 
welcomed the opinions of their compatriots; that “per 
to obtain viewpoints made America great. 2 


| 04 Pen - 


. Now, there was that UNIMPORTANT mn nkbea = 
Thomas Jefferson, I term him unimportant, because now fron " 
the White House down his concept of government is disdained, 
What was Jefferson's concept? It is stated in a letter to 
Patrick Henry: "When the interest of our country....may be 
affected,...it would hardly be deemed an indecent liberty 
in the mst private citizen to offer his thoughts to the con- 
sideration of the Bxceutive" -- or any other , including the 
Secretary of State, Jefferson being the first. 


It may be said that official business has 
grown, that the Secretary now hasn't es mch time as Jefferson, 
But then the Department of State had only three employees, and 
no typewriters!! And, in that era, there were vital problems, 
Now, I_want to know whether the Sedretary 
himself saw my letter. And, with utmost respect, I warm to ask 
also why you yourself (who since 1948 have not solved Israel 
! Jorden problem or brought peace in Palestine) dismiss 69 dis- 





dainfully a plan which des promise a 1 ng solution = 
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State ACTION COP\ 
es UNCLASSIFIED _ 
Action Control : 6723 ie 
Rec'd: DECEMBER-31, 1956° -."” 
FROM: TEL AVIV 2:1 PM z P Le ; 
Info - ; a 
RMR 10: Secretary of State re a 
SS NO: —- 736, - DECEMBER 11 ~—  im 
: 2 -2- 
SP = : 
SENT DEPT 736 RPTD INFO CAIRO } e 2 . 
ia 4 1 : . 35 - % te re 3 : 
TO JERUSALEM POST MIL CORRESPONDENT CONFIRMED DECEMBER 1] 
P THAT IDF HAD LEFT BEHIND MINE-FIELDS IN SINAI, PAPER SAID : 
. THAT CHARTS AND PLANS OF MINES TURNED OVER REPRESENTATIVE v2 F 
OLI OF GENERAL BURN DECEMBER 7, v) 
. NI 
CB AS ONE ASPECT OF GENERAL EDITORIAL CONCERN EXPRESSED a 
USIA OVER POSSIBILITY SINAI WILL BE CONVERTED TO "BASE OF 0 
wos AGGRESS1ON", SOME NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT IDF "SCORCHED EARTH" rs 
ARMy W!THDRAWAL, > 
NAVY a 
AIR) LAMERCHAV (ACHDUT AVODA) DECEMBER 9; "UNDER ISRAEL - 
SINAI PENINSULA COULD HAVE IN PARTS BECOME INHABITABLE AREA, ; 
PEACEFUL AND GULTURED, IF, HOWEVER, IT 1S NOT TO REMAIN IN. | oo 
ISRAEL'S HANDS, IF IT CANNOT SERVE PEACE, 1T SHOULD BE TURNED’ - 
INTO NO-MAN'S LAND, REFDERED USELESS FOR” SPEEDY MILITARY oO 
REHABILITATION, 0) 
"EVERY PEACE LOVER IN THE AREA AND THE UN SHOULD BE SATIS- 
FIED WITH WHAT ISRAEL HAS DONE IN THE SINAI, BY DESTROYING ~ 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS SET UP FOR AGGRESSION. ISRAEL HAS = 
SERVED PEACE AND SECURITY IN AREA, AS WELL AS AIMS OF THE UN," 2 
HATZOFEH (MIZRAHI) DECEMBER 10: "IT IS HARD TO UNDER. > 
STAND GENERAL BURNSt CHAGRIN AT "SCORCHED EARTH" LEFT BEHIND i 
IN SINA] DESERT; THIS IN ORDER ENSURE STATE A MEASURE OF’ 3 
PROTECT ION AGAINST EGYPTIAN PERFIDY," : 
LAWSON ‘< 
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PERSONAL & URGENT 


Hon, Stuart W. Rockwell, 

Office of Near Hastern Affairs, 

State Department, 
Washington, D. C, ld 14? 


awa 
Dear Mr. Rockwell: 


Your letter, dated Socaiiaind 11, is 
totally unconvincing. My letter to the Secretary was 
envlosed in an airmail envelop marked "PHRSONAL"; it 
wes a flagrant violation of a citizen's privacy to open : 
it, and an inexcusable presumption to keep from the ie 
Secretary the plan which was intended s solely for his own ., 
consideration and appraisal, \ 

ne 

I knew the Secretary was then in Florida; , 
that is why the envelop wes marked "Please Forward", It on 
smacks of Krock's indictment that "Indians" in the Stete a 
Department sabotage any idea which they themselves do not —~ 
approve. Otherwise, why wasn't my letter given to Dulles 
upon his return from Florida? 


%* Once again, Mr. Rockwell, I insist that 
my letter be hand handed d_to Mr, Dulles upon his return from 
Paris and that I be honestly inf honestly informed when this is done. 
Since you have been the apologist for the diversion of my 
letter, it is your obligation to do this. In the absence 
of proof that Mr Dulles has my letter, I shall ask the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee to investigate what seems 
to be in the State Department a greater interest in self 
aggreadisement than a desire to serve the Nation, How else 
can this incident be interpreted? Here is a practical plan, 
a@ plan that promises a permanent peace in the Near Hast (if 
Eisenhower's prestige’ and Qulles' diplomacy can effet it) 
and you pigeonhole it because it did nit emanate from your 
own esoteric echelon of "diplomats." 





Je! FET) 


If this letter reflects an onphati¢: = 
protest against such procedure, it is meant to do j ? that. 
It is a slight to any citizen, and an insult to the Secretary 
himself, for his subordinates to arragate to themselves 
the determination of foreign polic 







Sincerely, 


JIP/er . . ' * 
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Action Control: 11103 ae we 
NEA Rec'd: December 18,,195629 © 
FROM: Tel Aviv 5:34 a.m. > Oo 
Info __- co me bx “vg 
RMR 10: Secretary of State ae. x a 3 > >: 
ss NO; 750, December 17, 1 p.m, a = a i 
a - oS BY. 
% H 
= SENT DEPARTMENT 750, CAIRO 136,AMMAN 132, DAMASCUS 86, BF 
EUR BEIRUT 114, USUN 24. : 
. t 
a Foreign ging? | advises Embassy it will charge Egyptians with ™°. 
? violation of UN's November 2 resolution, in léttier addressed Eee 
UOP either to SC or UNGA president, for dynamiting in which tractorn 
0 driver was killed on citrus estate 15 kilometers north of Petah 
. our Ttava at Tel Mond Saturday night.—Incident is first which has ~ 
taken Israeli life since hefore Sinai campaign. NS 
Osea Victim was mortally wounded by  Dlas* which completely demolished op 
CTA house and inflicted minor wounds on his nix year old daughter; {A 
OSD Ieaving site of explosion, marauders reportedly threw two hand D> 
ARMY’ nades into room of worker on nenv>y Kibbutz who was not "ii. 
Navy (repeat not) injured in blast. a 
8) 
ATR According to today's press, which gave incident voluminous 1 
front-page and editorial attention, police followed tracks wn 
of three men in direction of Jordan berdez, which ot this point x 
is less than 10 kilometers away. Ol 
0) 
Almost without exception, Hebrew newspapers this morning said 
incident must be brought to SC's urgént attention either as 
an “act cf war" or as returning situation to status avo ante 
re Pedayeen activity; In typical cofment Iamerhav (Ahdut 
Avodah) said "gravity cf situation nist be pcinted out to SC as 
dange> to whole zone, Israel mist {fnsist came force which ordered 
her retreat from Sinai order Avrud léaders to put end to their 
aggression, if new flare-up is to be avoided comment: On Emrbass¥‘c 
kal nl Foreign Ministry dismissed possibility incident Was Fy 
perpetrated by disgruntled Palestinian bent on act ‘of personal c 
vengeance. Ability SF marauders to penetrate compound in which 
demolished building is located and effectiveness of’ tharge Or 
Ministry said pointed to cperation by trained commandos . Purthery< 
more, police experts caw familiarity in manner of laying chargesce> 
at Tel Mond to recent incidents where tractors have hit mines wo 
and railroad trackage blown up, etc., in scattered parts of Te} 
country. Foreign Ministry-official professed to believe these 2 
recent incidents were work of different. individvals -or bands mY 
; : but all fe Ua 
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SUBJECT: Activities of the MACs during the Period 24 through 30 November 1956 


: 
By 
n 
A copy of the substantive parts of the weekly reports prepared by the Mixed 
Armistice Commissions of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization which 
summarize their activities for the period 24 through 30 November 1956 is enclosed. 


OO Mb tbr % PSE | ‘3 
 s William E. Cole. a 
ae American Consul General i 


Enclosure 9) 
Copy of Parts of MAC Weekly 
Reports for 24 through 30 November 1956 


fA 
Copy sent Amman, Tel Aviv . ~ 
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The following is a summary of the activities of the Mixed Armistice 
Commissions for the period 24 November to 30 November 1956. 














EGYPTIAN — ISRAFL MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION 


Conditions in the town of Gaza are very quiet. Refugees are cutting off 
trees in the area for firewood without any hindrance from the Israelis. It is 
understood that the reason for this activity is due to the fact that the 
Israelis have apparently instructed the kerosene dealers to charge in Israeli | 
currency (two Israeli pounds per four gallon can) and that the people do not 
wish to convert their money. The inkabitants still have hopes that the United 
Nations will teke over the administratior of the Gaza Strip. 


U.N. vehicles remain restricted to the compound. However, one to two 
vehicles make administrative trips to UNRWA and to the town daily. 


UNTSO continues to furnish communications and clerical support to UNRWA. 


Complaints ang investigations 


Ml. 
, bs . 
HASHEMITE JORDAN KINGDOM - ISRAEL MIXED ARMISTICE COMAISSION 


The situation remained quiet but tense along the HJK-Israel demarcation 
line during the period under review. 


The Senior Delegates met in the office of the Chairman on 26 November for 
an informal conversation. Few matters were discussed in detail, but the 


delegates were less tense than at the previous informal meeting held on 
19 November 1956, : 


A a eee held on 26 November, the first since 5 November - — 


discussed missing persons, property and other problems incidential to the 
maintenance of the G.A.A. 


The Jordanian Delegation submitted 44 complaints: 2 alleging firing 
across the demarcation line; 42 alleging overflights. There were no casualties. 
No investigations were carried out. 

The Israeli Delegation submitted no complaint. 

Outstanding complaints: HJK-1,109; Israel-349; Total-1,458 

f have visited the Israel side of the demarcation line between | 


Jerusalem and Afula almost daily since 22 November, They have seen no British | 
| or French troops and no indication of offensive preparations by the Israelis. 
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ISRAEL — LEBANESE MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION 





The Israeli Delegation submitted 2 complaints: 1 written complaint 
alleging that on 26 November 1956 a tractor of the Malkyd cettlement ran over | 
a mine at MR 2004 2801 and was slightly damaged; 1 verbal complaint alleging | 
that during the investigation of the first complaint on the morning of 27 
Noveinaber 1956 a truck ran over a mine at MR 2000 2790. A joint investigation 
was held. Outgoing tracks leading into Lebanese territory were seen - 
possibly the tracks of the people who had laid the first mine. With regard. to 
the second mine, which had exploded on a road, no tracks could be found. 


The Lebanese Delegation submitted 1 written complaint alleging that on 
24 November 1956 two jet planes coming from Israel overflew Labouna (MR 1643 
2777) and Marsh Bayada (MR 1673 2853) then returned to Israel. 


ISRAEL — SYRIAN MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION 





Tension has mounted again during the period under review, following the 
Syrian complaint to the General Assembly that Israeli, French and British 
troops were massing along the Jordanian and Syrian demarcation lines. In- 
spections carried out by UNMOs on both sides of the Israel—Syrian demarcation 
line have revealed that there is no indication that troops are being massed 
along the demarc:tion line for an aggressive purpose, and the forces involved 
appeared to be deployed defensively. 


On 29 November, the Syrian Delegation submitted a verbal complaint 
alleging that at least two Israeli soldiers had penetrated into Syrian 
territory some seven kilometres, during the night of 28/29 November, with the 
obvious purpose of tapping military telephone line near the village of 
Vassaade, and that one of the soldiers had been found dead next morning, 
apparently killed by a booby-trap. Investigation revealed that an Israeli 
had been killed, probably accidentally, whilst installing a booby-trapped 
remote-controlled radio transmitter for the purpose of tapping military 
telephone line 700 metres north of Massaade. However, the Israeli Delegation 
denied that any Israeli soldier had crossed into Syria and refused to accept 

‘the body. The body was buried in Syria in the presence of UNM. 


The Senior Israeli Delegate has not as yet given guarantees to the 
Chairman concerning the safe use of Banat Yacoub Bridge. 


No routine inspection was made in the central sector of the Demilitarized 
Zone on the site of the Jordan River Project. 


The Israeli Delegation submitted 3 complaints alleging overflights. - 


The Syrian Delegation submitted 3 complaints: 1 alleging overflight; 1 
alleging an Israeli penetration inside Syrian territory; 1 alleging an Israeli 
attempt to tap a Syrian military telephone line inside Syria. , 


Outstanding complaints: Israel, 624; Syria, 735; Total, 1,359. 
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id SENT DEPARTMENT 1495, REPEATED INFORMATION AMMAN 146, BAGHDAD 154, 
EUR BEIRUT 406, CAIRO 155, L AVIV 95, ANKARA 81, LONDON 231, PARIS &« 
a 202, TEHRAN, KARACHI UNNUMBERED. ¥ 
* Stating he inquiring; on behalf Foreign Minister Bitar, Kayyali & 
UOP of Foreign Office December 19 asked Embassy Officer: f 
Bhd (1) Whether it true.as Foreign Minister had heard that US}pow 
OCB planned press for internationalization of Gaza Strip. S$ 
oo . (2) Whether reports sent by Foreign Minister that both oO 
OSD Secretary and Under Secretary of State had told representatives at 
ARMY of Baghdad Pact countries;that US did not intend to join Pact AK 
Navy "ow were true. ’ , ¥ 
ATR Embassy officer replied Epbassy had no information either con- . 
firming or belying report !of alleged US position on Gaza; and > 
Embassy had seen report that Department had informed BP country nN 
representatives that US not intend join at present, which con- 
sistent with US position since creation of Pact, N) 
Kayyali said Syrian Erbassy Washington to be instructed inquire x 
of Department re US position on Gaza. <a) 
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You may tell Kayyali (Embtel 1495) we have not been pressing for 
internationalization of Gaza Strip and we continue to support Baghdad Pact 
although not joining now. 

, You may also say we see no relationship (Embtel 1506) between question of 


| 
IPC pipeline and withdrawal Israeli forces from Gaza. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: 12/19/56 


SUBJECT: Research on Status of Tiran and Ganafir; Arms for Saudi Arabia 


PARTICIPANTS: iir. Faisal Hegelan, Saudi Arabian Embassy 


Mr. David D. Newsom, NE 
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ire Newsom handed Mr. Hegelan some rough notes prepared by the 2) 
resedrch area of the Department concerning the status of the islands Ss i! 
Tiran and Sanafir. (Copy attached to original of this memo). These ' — 
been prepared at the request of Azzam Pasha who has been delegated by qi 
King Saud to study this question. uh 


9 


In answer to a question on the status of Saudi Arabian arms requests, 
v Mir. Newsom said he hopedit might be possible to answer soon on this 
matter. He explained that the United States had to move carefully on such 


matters in order not to affect adversely steps being taken to improve the 
general area situation. 


Pee. 
Mr. Newsom said, also, he hoped that another messaze on Dhahran would 4° | 
be sent soon to the King. cs . 
KS 
Mre Hegelan also reiterated the usual Saudi Arabian arguments against es 
“the Baghdad Pact. ' ti 
| i 
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Notes Regarding Status of Tiran and Sanafir 


The Gulf of Agaba 
The Gulf of Aqaba (termed the Gulf of Eilat, or Elath, by Israel) is 


a long, narrow arm of the Red Sea bordered by Egypt (Sinai Peninsula), Israel, 
Jordan, and Saudi Arabia. It is approximately 100 miles in length extending 
in a NNE-SSW direction, with widths varying between 7 and 17 miles. The 

gulf is deep and almost without reefs. At its head there is a shallow step, 
then an abrupt descent to about 2,160 feet; 1,600 feet is reached half-way 
down the gulf, while the floor shallows again to 2,400 feet abreast of Ras 
(cape) Fartak, near the entrance. | 

During the period of the Ottoman Empire the Gulf of Aqaba was clearly 
a territorial bay, for it was surrounded on all uSied, including the entrance, 
by Turkish territory. A question arose in 1906 between the Ottoman Government 
and the Khedive (Viceroy) of Egypt, who was nominally subject to the Ctto .an 
sultan, but de facto under a British protectorate, with respect to the 
administrative boundary between Egypt and Palestine. The Turks wished to 
include the northern Sinai Peninsula in the Palestine governorate. ‘At British ° 
insistance, however, the entire Sinai Peninsula came to be included in Egypt. 

With respect to the sovereignty of the islands of Tiran and Senafir, 
certain foreign atlases indicate the islands as belonging to Saudi Arabia. 
Egypt, hewever, occupied them in March 1950, 

By the treaty of San Remo, April 25, 1920, Palestine, including 
Transjordan, became a British mandate. The boundary between Egypt and this 
‘mandate gave rise td no disputes however the question of the boundary 
between Saudi Arabia and. the mandate did give rise to some disagreement. 

The Treaty of Friendship between the United Kingdom and the Hejas, Kejd and 
dependencies » Signed at Jidda, May 20, 1927, has appended thereto an exchange 
of Notes, dated May 19-21, 1927, which deals with the boundary question. 


The 


ao 


The treaty of Jidda, including the exchange of notes appended thereto, 


was extended indefinitely by an agreement of October 3, 193, Thus an 
exchange of notes between the Saudi Arabian and the United Kingdom 


Governments, effective as of that date, reads in part as follows: 


Saudi Arabia: The Treaty of Jedda concluded on 16th Zul Qa'da, 
1345, corresponding with 20th May 1927, between His Majesty 

the King of Saudi Arabha (the King of the Hejaz, Nejd and ' 
Dependencies) and Hie Majesty The King of Great Britain, Ireland 
and the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, shall 
as from the lth Shawwal, 1362, corresponding with 3rd October, 193, 
be automatically prolonged for. suc ve periods of seven solar 
years unless either of the two High Contracting Parties shall have 
given notice to the other six months before the expiration of any. 
of the said periods of seven solar years of his intention to 
modify or terminate the Treaty. | 

United Kingdom: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your 
Excellency's note...of 3rd October, 1943...(and) to confirm that 
the Government of the United Kingdom accept this proposal and that 


this Note, together with your Excellency's Note, constitute a 


binding agreement between our two Governments which shall come’ into 
force from today's date.. 
Thus the town of Aqaba came to be a part of the Palestine mandate, in the 


area whitch is today Jordanian territory, rather than a part of Saudi Arabia. 


it is clear that Saudi Arabia is the undisputed coastal sovereign 


along /the east coast of the Gulf of Aqaba from a point a few miles south 
‘of tie tour of Aqaba to the mouth of the Gulf. There is no documentary 


evidence available here on the nature or extent of Saudi claims to the 


| islands 


fl nc slams. ' ‘ ‘ \ 


islands of Tiran and Senafir at the entrance to the gulf, which were 
uninhabited until occupied by fgypt in 1950. 

Thus Egypt became sovereign over the entire west coast of the Gulf 
of Aoaba, and Saudi Arabia of the east coast thereof. However there 
remained a small coastal strip of about 7 or 8 miles, situated on a 
cmmaieed bay about three miles wide at the extreme head of the gulf, which 
appertained to the Palestine mandate. 

When the Palestine mandate was divided into two parts, Palestine 
proper and the Amirate of Trans jordan, the line separating them followed 
the Jordan River south to the Dead Sea, thence through the center of the 
Dead Sea, and tence down the center of the wadi al-Arabah to the head of 
the Gulf of Aoaba. This boundary along the Wadi al-Arabah constitutes the 
armistice line between Jordan and Israel. Jordan's coastal strip, from 
the Wadi al-Arabah to the Saudi Heontien, measures about 3 4 miles, and 
contains the Jovtenten port of Aqaba. : 

With respect to jurisdiction over water areas in the Qulf of heat, 
both the Saudi Arabian and the Egyptian Governments have enacted 
legislation which extends the territorial sea of their respective states 
beyond the three-mile belt of coastal waters. Thus Saudi Arabia, by 
Decree #6/l:/5/3711 of May 26, 1919, has defined the territorial sea of the 
kingdom as follows: | a 
Article 5. The coastal sea of Saudi Arabia 
lies outside the inland waters of the Kingdom and 
extends sesward'for a distance of six nautical miles. 
Article 9. With a view to assuring compliance with 
the laws of the Kingdon relating to security, 


navigation, and fiscal matters, maritime surveillance 


ibe 


may be exercised in a contiguous zone outside the 
coastal sea extending for a further distance of six 
nautical miles and measured from the base-lines of the 
coastal sea, provided, however, that nothing in this 
article shall be deemed to apply to the rights of the 
Kingdom vith respect to fishing. 

The Egyptian legislation concerning territorial waters is contained in 
a decree of January 15, 1951 (Official Gazette, Vol. 7&, No. 6, January 16, 
1951). Article 5 of this decree is identical with Article © of the Saudi 
decree; Article 9 of the Egyptian decree rectifies an ambiguity in the 
Saudi decree, for it reads the same as the Saudi decree up to the phrase 
“extending for a — distance of six nautical miles" where it continues: 

beyond the six nautical miles measured from the base- 
lines of the constal sea; but no provision of this! 
article shall atte ‘i rights of the Kingdom of Egypt 
with respect to fishing. 

Since both Israel and Jordan each control a very narrow coastal strip 
fronting on the thnwe-nddenatde bay at the head of the gulf, the territorial 
seas of these states, both of which claim the traditional three-mile limit 
of territorial waters as a resylt of their former Rritish status, overlap. 
(Israel in 1950 cited the Ordinance of Mandl 29, 1945, Article 2, published 
in the Palestine Gazette, number 11,00, of April 2, 1915, wherein the | 
territorial waters of Palestine was asserted to be three nautical miles, as 


the Israeli position with respect to the territorial sea. / 
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IO DECEMBER 19 BEN GURION TOLD KNESSET CATEGORICALLY "JN NO 


a EVENT AND IN NO MANNER WILL ISRAEL AGREE TO'!RETURN OF ia 
oer EGYPTIAN INVADER” TO GAZA STRIP. BRIEF STATEMENT WAS IN\REPLY om 
TO QUERY BY EX-PALMACH COMMANDER ALON (AHDUT AVODA) RE- ea 
OCB GARDING APPARENTLY ERRONEOUS REPORTS PUBLISHED HERE OF EBAN h 
USIA STATEMENT DECEMBER 17 IN NEW ORLEANS. EBAN QUOTED LOCALLY ° 
‘CIA = AS SAYING ISRAEL DID NOT "CLAIM" GAZA FOR }TSELF BUT WOULD 00 
wae NOT PERMIT ITS RETURN TO EGYPTIANS. ALON WHO HAS STEADILY =a 
Navy OPPOSED EVACUATION IDF FROM CONQUERED TERRITORY WANTED AS- i 
AIR | SURANCE THIS NOT ACTUALY ISRAEL POLICY. BEN GURIJON SAID HE a 
HAD NOT SEEN TEXT EBAN TALK BUT NO ONE AUTHORIZED TO SAY ne) 
ANYTHING FOR GOVERNMENT ON GAZA QUESTION BEYOND STATEMENT t 
(QUOTED ABOVE) THAT EGYPTIAN RETURN IMPERMISSIBLE. be 
BEN GURION STATEMENT 1S FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT OFFICIAL GOI A 
POLICY ON GAZA. HITHERTO BEN GURION CAREFULLY AVOIDED RE- 
FERENCE TO QUESTION AND IT SEEMS’ CLEAR HE FEELS HIS NOVEMBER 8 
LETTER TO PRESIDENT AND GOI'S SUBSEQUENT TECHNICAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WITH UNITED NATIONS REFER ONLY TO SINA]. STATEMENT 4 
ONLY CLARIFJES WHAT OBVJOUS FROM BEGINNING: THAT GO] WOULD > 
STRONGLY OPPOSE RESTORATION EGYPTIAN CONTROL OF GAZA. LEFT om 
| 


OPEN 1S ENTARE QUESTION OF WHAT ALTERNATIVE DISPOSITION WOULD 
BE DESIRED BY OR ACCEPTABLE TO GO] .«.aWHETHER ANNEXATION OR 
SOME FORM OF INTERNATIONAL CONTROL. 


[ei uepguog 


FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIAL. TOLD EMBASSY ALON QUESTION 'NOT.-PRE- 
ARRANGED BUT WELCOMED BY BEN GURION. QUESTION DOUBTLESS NOT SN 
UNEXPECTED HOWEVER SINCE ALON'S REACTION TO SUGGESTIONS OF © 

WITHDRAWAL EASILY PREDICTABLE. j sa 
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GOE ALSO ISSUED YESTERDAY TWO STATEMENTS RE. 17 CONTA!NED 
RELEVANT PORTIONS EBAN'S DECEMBER 17:°SPEECK IN NEW ORLEANS 
QUOTING HIM AS SAYING "WHATEVER FINAL OUTCOME! OUR DISCUSSiONS 
ON FUTURE OF GAZA AND ]TS REFUGEE POPULATION ONE TH!NG CERTAiN~ 
THERE CAN BE NO EGYPTIAN RETURN TO TERR! TORY / WHICH NEVER WAS 
EGYPT} AN." EBAN ALSO REPORTED TO HAVE SA:D GO!'S FINAL 
POS!TION CN GAZA YET 7O BE ANNOUNCED. , 


OTHER STATEMENT .!SSUED BY FRIME MIN:SYER'S OFFICE) CALLED 
HANSON BALDWIN REPORT THAT BEN GUR/ON PROFOSED UN'!TED NATIONS 
HIGH COMMISSIONER BE APPO!INTED FOR GAZA STR/P "iNCORRECT". 
ACCORDING S*AYEMENT BEN GURION MENTIONED VARiOUS PROPOSALS 
(INCLUD'NG THiS) WHICH HAD BEEN PLT FORTH iN VAR}OUS 
COUNTRIES FOR SOLLTJON STATUS GAZA STRIP, 


HEBREW PRESS HEADLINED BEN GLR!ON REPLY TO ALON AND EDITORIAL 
COMMENT GENERALLY FAVORABLE TO THIS CLARIFICATION OF G9? 
POLIS = AARET (INDEPENDENT) ADDED BEN GUR!ON'S REFERENCE < 
TO UNITED NATIONS CONTROL ;N BALDWIN. INTERVIEW ONLY SHOWED 
ISRAEL READY CONS!DER ANY PROPOSAL WH:Ci} WOULD FREVENT RE- 
TURN. EGYPTIANS. HERLT ANFLAMERCHAV (AKDUT AVODA) STRONGi Y 
ATTACKED !DEA OF UN! TED NATIONS CONTROL WITH LATTER ALSO, 
POINTING OLT IDF COULD NOT BE Wi THDRAWN FROM SHARM ES SHEIK. 


POL!T!CAL CCLUMN:ST IN HABOKER INDSCATED BOTH MAPAM: AND 
AXDLT AVODA WANT KNESSET DISCUSSION OF THE GAZA PROBLEM 
WH! E MAPAi EXPLAINS BEN GURION STATEMEN? AS REACTION TO 
"DIRECT AND INDIRECT UN!ITED STATES PRESSLRE THROUGH HAMMAR- 
SKJOLD" FOR IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL BEH!ND ARMISTICE LINES. 
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7 December 20 Kayyali of Foreign Office said Zeineddine had been e 
L "informally approached" regardig alleged US proposal guaranteeing 
TO compliance by Israel with UN res tions in respect withdrayal 
t from Gaza if Syria would assure © t repair and resumptiop 
, UOP operations IPC pipeline. ‘ 
Sei Embassy official disclaimed nme Soe US age connegking § 
pipeline and Gaza questions. Though saw ie (repeat cy? reason . 
OCB make an issue of —t expressed pereen xia i (#) to IPC 
CIA remains irrespect‘ve problems between Sona UK-France-Israel 
OSD - Kayyali asked that Department be ae NS: alleged US — 
proposal. — 
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C December 20 Kayyali, of Foreign Office said Zeineddine had been = 
EUR ‘Informally approached" regarding alleged US proposal guaranteeing 
L compliance by Israel with UN resolutions in respect withdrawal 
TO from Gaza if Syria would assure prompt repair and resumption $ 
E  ‘ Cperations IPC pipeline. eS 
| UOP 
fe) Embassy official disclaimed knowledge ex; US proposal conngcting 
OLI Pipeline and Gaza questions. Though saw no {repeat no) ~@ason 
make 8n issue of it expressed personal view Syrian obliga ¢ 
OCB to IPC remains irespective problems between Egypt an = nce- 
cia Isreel. 
OSD : 
Kayyéli asked that Departmert be aueried regarding alleged US C. 
proposal. ~“ 
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EMBTEL 1506/(Garbled) 4” 
Infor or 
Department has made no “informal approach" to Zeineddine linking Gaza an¢ 
IFC pipeline matter. Earlier this week Duce of Aramco informed Department he, 
P eo 
had had conversation with Zeineddine during which latter had connected two w 
ina 
matters. Kayyali might be so informed without involving Duce by name. el 
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